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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA net income 2015-2026
Updated Jun 9, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-net-income

$1.84B
2022 NET INCOME (RECORD)

$1.82B
2018 NET INCOME

-$601M
2020 LOSS (PANDEMIC)

$13B
2023-26 CYCLE REVENUE

4-yr
WORLD CUP CYCLE

$3B+
2026 PROJECTED

Overview

How FIFA's Net Income Swings Across the World Cup Cycle

FIFA's bottom line behaves unlike that of almost any corporation, because the organisation lives and dies

by a four-year rhythm. As football's world governing body, FIFA earns the overwhelming share of its money

from selling the broadcasting, marketing and sponsorship rights to the men's World Cup, and under its

accounting rules most of that income is booked in the year the tournament is actually played. The result is a

net income line that lurches from deep red in the quiet years to enormous black in the World Cup years.

The full revenue picture behind these swings is set out in our revenue of the football association FIFA

analysis, which shows the same dramatic four-year peaks.

Between 2015 and 2026 the pattern is unmistakable. FIFA posted losses in 2015 and 2016 amid the fallout

from its corruption scandal, then a profit of about $1.82 billion in the 2018 Russia World Cup year. The cycle

repeated: losses through the pandemic-hit early 2020s, then a record $1.84 billion profit in the 2022 Qatar

World Cup year. The 2026 tournament, the first 48-team edition, is projected to deliver FIFA's largest

annual surplus yet. This whole financial machine sits inside the wider organisation profiled in our FIFA

statistics and facts overview, where the scale of the modern World Cup becomes clear.

FIFA net income by year 2015 2026 profit loss World Cup barFIFA Net Income by Year, 2015-2026FIFA net

income by year 2015 2026 profit loss World Cup bar $1.84B2022 (record)

Note: net result in US dollars, millions; 2026 is a projection. Negative bars are losses.

Read across the chart, the cyclicality is the whole story. The two towering profits of 2018 and 2022 are not

signs of a business growing steadily but of revenue concentrated into a single year, with the surrounding
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years running deficits as costs continue without matching income. This is by design, not distress: the World

Cup year covered in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis is when the contracts signed across the whole

cycle finally land on the books. Judging FIFA on any single year is therefore misleading, which is why the

organisation reports its finances on a four-year cycle basis. The organisation's own decision to publish

four-year figures, rather than emphasise single years, is a tacit acknowledgement of just how misleading

any one year can be. Investors in a conventional company would find such candour about volatility almost

unthinkable.

It is also important to remember what FIFA's net income represents. FIFA is a non-profit association, so its

surplus is not profit returned to owners but money set aside for reinvestment in football, from development

grants to prize money and competition costs. A strong World Cup year builds reserves; the lean years draw

them down as that money is spent. Seen this way, the volatile net income line is really a measure of how

much FIFA banks in each cycle to fund the global game, rather than a conventional corporate profit-and-

loss statement, and it should be read against the organisation's spending and reserves rather than in

isolation. That distinction, between a surplus held in trust for the game and a profit owned by shareholders,

is central to reading FIFA's accounts correctly.

Full Data Table

FIFA Revenue and Net Income by Year

FIFA Revenue and Net Income, 2015-2026 (USD million)Click any column to sort

YEAR REVENUE ($M) NET INCOME ($M) NOTE

2015 1,153 -122 Scandal, legal costs

2016 550 -369 Legal costs peak

2017 734 -192 Pre-World Cup year

2018 4,641 +1,816 Russia World Cup

2019 766 +166 New cycle begins

2020 267 -601 Pandemic low

2021 766 -158 Pandemic recovery

2022 5,769 +1,840 Qatar World Cup
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2023 1,170 +212 New cycle begins

2024 483 -315 Non-World Cup year

2025 483 -110 Club World Cup year

2026* ~9,000 +3,200 World Cup, projected

The table lays the two lines side by side and makes the mechanism obvious. In each World Cup year,

revenue multiplies several times over, from a few hundred million in a quiet year to well over $4 billion, and

net income flips from loss to a large profit. The 2018 and 2022 columns dwarf every other row. The 2020

line, with revenue of just $267 million during the pandemic and a loss of around $600 million, marks the low

point of the period. The 2026 row, shown as a projection, is expected to set fresh records as the expanded

tournament lands on the books, completing a third successive cycle in which a single World Cup year

carries the financial weight of the entire four years. The contrast between the $267 million low and the

$5.77 billion peak, both inside the same cycle, captures the whole story in two numbers.

Revenue by Year

The Revenue Behind the Net Income

Net income cannot be understood without the revenue that produces it, and FIFA's revenue is even more

concentrated than its profit. In the World Cup year of 2018, FIFA booked $4.64 billion; in 2022 it booked

$5.77 billion. By contrast, 2020 collapsed to just $267 million as the pandemic struck. This extreme

lumpiness is the direct cause of the swinging net income, since costs are spread more evenly across the

cycle than income is. The tourism and economic activity that the tournament generates, explored in our

FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis, sits outside FIFA's own accounts but signals the scale of the

event driving these numbers. The revenue chart is, in effect, the engine that powers the net income line. No

other major sports body concentrates its income into a single year quite so completely as FIFA does around

the World Cup.

The mechanics behind these swings lie in how FIFA recognises revenue. Although the broadcasting and

sponsorship contracts that fund the World Cup are signed years in advance and span the full four-year

cycle, accounting rules require FIFA to recognise most of that income only when the tournament takes

place and the rights are delivered. A broadcaster paying for the 2022 Qatar World Cup, for example, sees

the bulk of that payment booked into FIFA's 2022 accounts, even if the contract was agreed in 2019. Costs,

by contrast, accrue more steadily throughout the cycle as FIFA runs its operations, funds development and

FIFA Net Income 2015-2026: World Cup Years Drive Profit

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 6 of 278



prepares the tournament. The mismatch between steady costs and lumpy revenue is the entire reason the

net income line looks the way it does. Once that timing rule is understood, FIFA's apparently chaotic annual

results become entirely predictable.

FIFA revenue by year 2015 2025 World Cup spikes lineFIFA Revenue by Year, 2015-2025FIFA revenue by

year 2015 2025 World Cup spikes line $5.77B2022 peak$267M2020 low

Net Result by Cycle

Net Result by Four-Year Cycle

Because annual figures are so volatile, FIFA itself reports on a four-year basis, and at that level the picture

is far steadier and consistently positive. The 2015-2018 cycle delivered a cumulative net result of roughly

$1.13 billion, the 2019-2022 cycle around $1.25 billion, and the 2023-2026 cycle is projected to produce

close to $3 billion. Each cycle has been more profitable than the last, reflecting steadily rising World Cup

revenue, even as costs have grown. The spending side of this, including the money poured into staging the

tournament, is detailed in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis. Viewed by cycle, FIFA is

not a volatile organisation at all but a steadily growing one, banking ever-larger surpluses to reinvest in the

game. On this smoothed basis, FIFA looks less like a gambler riding one event and more like a steadily

compounding institution.

This is why comparing FIFA to an ordinary company can be so misleading. A listed corporation aims for

smooth, predictable earnings growth, and a swing from a $600 million loss to a $1.8 billion profit would

signal a business in crisis or a sudden windfall. For FIFA, those same swings are entirely routine and built

into the model. Analysts and journalists who report a single year's loss as evidence of financial trouble, or a

single year's profit as a sign of runaway wealth, miss the point. The only meaningful unit of analysis for

FIFA is the four-year cycle, over which the organisation has been reliably and increasingly profitable for

more than a decade, regardless of how alarming or dazzling any individual year may appear on its own.

FIFA net result by four year cycle 2015 2026 barFIFA Cumulative Net Result, by CycleFIFA net result by four

year cycle 2015 2026 bar $3.0B2023-26 (proj.)

World Cup Year Profits
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The World Cup Years That Carry the Finances

The profits of the World Cup years are the financial anchor of every cycle. The 2018 Russia tournament

produced about $1.82 billion of net income, the 2022 Qatar tournament a record $1.84 billion, and the 2026

North American edition is projected to exceed $3 billion. Each of these single years generates more surplus

than the rest of its cycle combined, which is why the health of FIFA's finances rests so heavily on the

success of one event every four years. The prize money distributed from the 2022 tournament, a major

cost against that revenue, is broken down in our prize money distribution at the Qatar World Cup analysis.

The rising trajectory of these World Cup profits underlines the growing commercial power of the

tournament. Should the 2026 projection hold, a single tournament will have generated more surplus than

FIFA earned across entire cycles a decade earlier.

FIFA World Cup year net profit 2018 2022 2026 barNet Income in World Cup YearsFIFA World Cup year net

profit 2018 2022 2026 bar $3.2B2026 (proj.)

Reserves

How Net Income Builds FIFA's Reserves

The clearest way to see what net income actually does is to follow FIFA's reserves. Strong World Cup years

add to reserves; lean years draw them down. FIFA's reserves grew from around $1.5 billion in 2015 to a

peak of roughly $4 billion after the 2022 World Cup, and cash and reserves reached about $4.76 billion by

the end of 2024. In 2025, however, reserves fell back toward $2.7 billion as liabilities rose and FIFA

invested heavily, including in the expanded Club World Cup. The budgeting decisions behind this build-

and-spend pattern are examined in our FIFA World Cup investment budget analysis. The reserves line is, in

effect, the running total of FIFA's net income, smoothed across the cyclical peaks and troughs. Watching

the reserve balance is therefore the simplest way to judge whether a cycle has strengthened or weakened

FIFA's finances.

The early years of the period also tell a story of recovery. The losses of 2015 and 2016 came at the height

of the corruption scandal that engulfed FIFA's leadership, forced the resignation of long-serving president

Sepp Blatter, and triggered American and Swiss investigations. Legal bills ran into tens of millions, sponsors

grew nervous, and previous investments had to be written down. That FIFA returned to large surpluses by

2018 and rebuilt its reserves through the following cycle is a measure of how durable its core business

proved to be. The World Cup's commercial appeal recovered quickly once the governance turmoil

subsided, and revenue has since reached successive records, leaving the scandal-era losses as an
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aberration rather than a trend. The episode remains a cautionary reminder of how quickly reputational

damage can hit even a financially dominant governing body.

FIFA reserves equity over time 2015 2025 lineFIFA Reserves Over Time, 2015-2025FIFA reserves equity

over time 2015 2025 line $4.76B2024 peak$2.70B2025

Expenses

The Cost Side of the Ledger

If revenue is concentrated, expenses are far more evenly spread, which is precisely why non-World Cup

years show losses. FIFA's total expenses rose from about $5.29 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to $6.32

billion in 2019-2022, and are budgeted at roughly $10 billion for 2023-2026. These costs include the

enormous outlay of staging the World Cup, prize money to teams, and a fast-growing development budget

for member associations. The prize money component, one of the largest single line items in a tournament

year, is detailed in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis. Rising expenses are not a warning sign but

the deliberate result of FIFA channelling its growing revenue back into the game, in line with its non-profit

mandate. Far from hoarding cash, FIFA has consistently expanded what it spends in step with what it earns.

Much of FIFA's expanding cost base flows directly to its member associations and the wider football

pyramid. Through development programmes, every national federation receives funding intended to build

infrastructure, run youth competitions and grow the game in its territory. This redistribution is one of FIFA's

central purposes, and it is funded almost entirely by World Cup revenue. As the surplus has grown, so has

the amount available to send out to the 211 member associations, which helps explain why FIFA frames

rising revenue not as enrichment but as a larger pool to share. Critics question how effectively some of this

money is spent, but the principle of recycling tournament income into development is built into the

organisation's constitution and financial planning.

FIFA total expenses by cycle 2015 2026 barFIFA Total Expenses, by CycleFIFA total expenses by cycle

2015 2026 bar $10B2023-26 (proj.)

Cumulative Result

Cumulative Net Income Since 2015

Stacking each year's net income on top of the last reveals the underlying upward march beneath the

volatility. After dipping below zero through the loss-making years to 2017, FIFA's cumulative net income

FIFA Net Income 2015-2026: World Cup Years Drive Profit
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since 2015 jumped with the 2018 profit, dipped again through the pandemic, surged with the 2022 World

Cup, and is projected to reach well over $5 billion once the 2026 tournament is booked. The fan and

commercial interest fuelling this growth in the next World Cup is measured in our World Cup interest in the

US for 2026 analysis. The cumulative line strips away the year-to-year noise and shows FIFA steadily

accumulating surplus across more than a decade, each World Cup lifting the total to a new high. Each

successive World Cup has reset the cumulative total to a higher plateau than the one before it.

FIFA cumulative net income 2015 2026 lineCumulative Net Income Since 2015FIFA cumulative net income

2015 2026 line $5.4BBy 2026 (proj.)

Net Margin

FIFA's Net Margin by Cycle

Expressed as a share of revenue, FIFA's net result is remarkably healthy for a non-profit. The 2015-2018

cycle converted about 18% of its $6.42 billion revenue into surplus, the 2019-2022 cycle around 16% of its

record $7.57 billion, and the 2023-2026 cycle is budgeted to retain roughly 23% of its $13 billion target. A

rising margin in the current cycle reflects revenue growing faster than costs, even as FIFA expands its

competitions and development spending. The overall size of the pot funding these activities is captured in

our FIFA World Cup prize pot analysis. These margins show that, cycle for cycle, FIFA retains a substantial

slice of its income to reinvest, comfortably ahead of the break-even point a non-profit might be expected

to target. A margin of this size, sustained across cycles, would be the envy of many commercial sports

organisations.

Looking ahead, FIFA's financial model faces both opportunity and risk from its push into new competitions.

The expanded Club World Cup, staged for the first time in its enlarged format in 2025, was designed to

create a second major revenue stream alongside the men's World Cup, with a prize pool of around $1

billion. Whether such events ultimately add to FIFA's net income or strain its reserves remains an open

question, since they bring large costs as well as new income. The decline in reserves during 2025 suggests

the early phase of this expansion has been a net drain, even as it positions FIFA for future growth. How

these new tournaments perform commercially will shape the net income line in the cycles to come. For

now, the men's World Cup remains the undisputed centre of FIFA's finances.

FIFA net margin by cycle 2015 2026 percent barFIFA Net Margin, by CycleFIFA net margin by cycle 2015

2026 percent bar 18%2015-1823%2023-26*
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Revenue by Source

Where FIFA's Income Comes From

The composition of FIFA's revenue explains why its net income is tied so tightly to the World Cup.

Television broadcasting rights are by far the largest source, supplying around 45% of cycle revenue, with

marketing and sponsorship rights contributing roughly a quarter. Hospitality and ticketing, along with

licensing and other income, make up the remainder. Almost all of this is World Cup related, which is why

the tournament year dominates the accounts. The hospitality, catering and rights income tied directly to the

event is examined in our FIFA World Cup rights, hotel and catering analysis. With broadcasting and

sponsorship so dominant, FIFA's net income will continue to rise and fall with the global appetite for the

World Cup. Any shift in the value of World Cup broadcasting rights would feed almost immediately into

FIFA's reported net income.

FIFA revenue by source TV marketing hospitality donutFIFA Revenue by Source, per CycleFIFA revenue by

source TV marketing hospitality donut 45%TV rights

Development Spending

Where the Surplus Goes: Football Development

The final piece of the picture is what FIFA does with its net income, and a growing share goes to football

development. Through its FIFA Forward programme, the organisation has lifted development investment

from about $1.8 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to $2.0 billion in 2019-2022 and $2.25 billion in the current

cycle, distributed to member associations and confederations worldwide. This spending is the practical

expression of FIFA's non-profit status: surpluses earned in World Cup years are recycled into the global

game. The rewards flowing to the teams that reach the tournament are set out in our FIFA World Cup

winners prize money analysis. Rising development spending is a direct consequence of rising net income,

and it explains why FIFA aims to keep growing the surplus rather than simply banking it. The link between a

strong World Cup and a generous development budget is the clearest justification for FIFA's entire financial

model.

The 2026 World Cup therefore carries unusually high financial stakes. As the first 48-team tournament,

spread across the United States, Canada and Mexico with 104 matches, it is expected to generate record

broadcasting and sponsorship income and to deliver FIFA's largest single-year surplus. The projected

result above $3 billion would lift cumulative net income to new highs and replenish reserves drawn down

FIFA Net Income 2015-2026: World Cup Years Drive Profit
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by recent investment. Yet the expanded format also brings higher costs, and the projection assumes the

commercial momentum of recent cycles continues. If 2026 delivers as expected, it will confirm the

durability of FIFA's cyclical model; if it falls short, it will be the first real test of whether that model can

absorb the organisation's rising ambitions.

FIFA football development investment FIFA Forward by cycle barFootball Development Investment, by

CycleFIFA football development investment FIFA Forward by cycle bar $2.25B2023-26 (proj.)

$1.84B2022 Net IncomeRecord, Qatar World Cup year. Source: FIFA 2026. -$601M2020 Net LossPandemic

low point. Source: FIFA 2026. $13B2023-26 RevenueRecord cycle budget. Source: FIFA 2026. 45%From

TV RightsLargest income source. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the figures describe an organisation whose finances are extraordinarily lumpy year to year

but steadily expanding cycle by cycle. FIFA's net income lurches from losses in quiet years to profits near

$2 billion in World Cup years, yet each four-year period has banked a larger surplus than the last, lifting

cumulative net income toward record highs by 2026. The volatility is structural, driven by an accounting

model that concentrates revenue into a single tournament year, and it is best read alongside FIFA's rising

reserves, expenses and development spending. For a non-profit charged with growing the global game,

the key questions ahead are whether the expanded 2026 World Cup delivers the projected record surplus,

whether new competitions like the enlarged Club World Cup add to or drain the reserves, and how much of

the growing pot ultimately reaches the member associations and players the money is meant to serve.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: FIFA Net Income 2015-2026

FIFA recorded a net income of about $1.84 billion in 2022, the World Cup year in Qatar, its largest annual

result in the period covered. This profit reflects FIFA's accounting method, under which most four-year

revenue from broadcasting and sponsorship is recognised in the year the World Cup is played. Source:

FIFA 2026.

FIFA operates on a four-year World Cup cycle and recognises the bulk of its broadcasting, marketing

and sponsorship revenue in the tournament year. As a result, the World Cup years of 2018 and 2022

produced profits well above $1.8 billion each, while the intervening non-World Cup years typically recorded

losses as costs continued without matching income. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA Net Income 2015-2026: World Cup Years Drive Profit
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Yes. FIFA recorded a net loss in 2020, estimated at around $600 million, as the COVID-19 pandemic cut

revenue to just $267 million while the organisation continued spending, including more than $1 billion on

pandemic relief for football. It was the weakest single year in the period. Source: FIFA 2026.

No. FIFA is a non-profit association that reinvests its surpluses into football development, competitions and

member associations rather than distributing profits to shareholders. Its reported net income is best

understood as the surplus available for reinvestment, which builds reserves in strong cycles and is drawn

down in weaker years. Source: FIFA 2026.

Across the full 2019-2022 cycle, FIFA recorded a cumulative net result of roughly $1.25 billion, on

record revenue of $7.57 billion. The large 2022 World Cup profit more than offset losses in 2020 and

2021, allowing FIFA to grow its reserves to a peak of around $4 billion by the end of the cycle. Source: FIFA

2026.

The 2026 World Cup year is projected to deliver FIFA's largest annual net income yet, potentially above

$3 billion, driven by the expanded 48-team tournament and a record cycle revenue budget of $13

billion. As with previous cycles, most of the 2023-2026 revenue is expected to land in the World Cup year.

The figure is a projection. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA recorded losses of about $122 million in 2015 and $369 million in 2016, driven largely by legal costs

from the American and Swiss corruption investigations, lost sponsorship income, and write-downs on

previous investments. These were the first years under a new accounting standard and reflected the

turmoil following the 2015 governance crisis. Source: FIFA 2026.

Television broadcasting rights are FIFA's single largest income source, accounting for roughly 45% of

cycle revenue, around $3.4 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle. Marketing and sponsorship rights make up

about a quarter, with hospitality, ticketing, licensing and other income making up the remainder. This

concentration explains why net income tracks the World Cup so closely. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA's reserves grew steadily through the 2015-2018 and 2019-2022 cycles, peaking at around $4

billion, and cash and reserves reached roughly $4.76 billion by the end of 2024. Reserves fell back

toward $2.7 billion in 2025 as liabilities rose and FIFA invested heavily, including in the expanded Club

World Cup. Source: FIFA 2026.

The figures are based on FIFA's published financial reports and reputable financial coverage. Confirmed

losses in 2015 and 2016 and the record World Cup year profits are well documented. Some annual net

results are approximate, and the 2026 figure is a projection based on the 2023-2026 cycle budget. FIFA's
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four-year accounting makes annual comparisons inherently volatile. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

FIFA Official Finances - Annual and Financial Reports - The primary source for FIFA's revenue, expenses,

net results and reserves across the cycles covered in this report.

FIFA annual and financial reports (2015-2025) - Source for reported revenue, net income and reserve

figures by year and by cycle.

Reputable financial coverage (CBC, Statista, Inside World Football) - Used to confirm the 2015 and 2016

losses, cycle revenue records and 2025 reserve movements.

Figures are FIFA's reported annual net results in U.S. dollars. Losses in 2015 and 2016 and the World Cup

year profits are well documented; some intervening annual net results are approximate. The 2026 figure is

a projection based on the $13 billion 2023-2026 cycle budget. FIFA is a non-profit. Not investment advice.
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FIFA World Cup: financial contributions to

national teams and clubs 2002-2022
Updated May 29, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-prize-money

$649M+
TOTAL FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO

TEAMS AND CLUBS AT QATAR 2022

$440M
QATAR 2022 PRIZE POOL - DISTRIBUTED

TO 32 NATIONAL TEAMS

$209M
2022 CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME - 440

CLUBS IN 51 COUNTRIES

$4.6M
MANCHESTER CITY - HIGHEST CLUB

PAYMENT AT QATAR 2022

$355M
2026 CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME -

CONFIRMED BY FIFA/ECA

0 to $209M
CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME GROWTH:

2002 LAUNCHED IN 2010

Overview

Financial contributions made by FIFA towards national teams and clubs

affected by the FIFA World Cup from 2002 to 2022

FIFA's financial contributions to national teams and clubs during World Cup cycles cover four distinct

categories. The prize pool is the most visible: the total prize money distributed to all 32 participating

nations based on performance. The preparation money is a per-association grant paid before the

tournament to help federations prepare their squads. The Club Benefit Programme (CBP) compensates

clubs for releasing their players to national teams. The Club Protection Programme (CPP) insures clubs

against financial losses when World Cup players are injured on international duty.

Together, these four streams represent FIFA's full financial footprint during each World Cup cycle beyond

just the headline prize money. Understanding the complete picture matters because the prize pool alone

understates FIFA's total commitment to national teams and clubs by a significant margin: at Qatar 2022,

clubs and associations collectively received over $260M beyond the headline $440M prize pool. At Qatar

2022, the combined total exceeded $649 million - with the prize pool ($440M) and Club Benefit

Programme ($209M) accounting for the vast majority. The prize money won by the champion specifically is

in our FIFA World Cup champions prize money analysis.

How Does FIFA Pay Clubs and Teams? World Cup Contributions 2002-2022
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The most transformative development across the 2002-2022 period has been the emergence and rapid

growth of the Club Benefit Programme - a programme that did not exist until 2010 and now accounts for

nearly one-third of FIFA's total financial distribution at each World Cup. In 2002 and 2006, clubs received

nothing from FIFA for releasing their players to national teams - despite those players potentially being

absent from club action for 6-8 weeks during the tournament period. This tension between FIFA's demands

on clubs and FIFA's financial obligations to clubs was a major source of conflict in the early 2000s. The

CBP was launched for the 2010 World Cup with approximately $40 million as a direct response to this

tension. By 2018 and 2022, it had grown to $209 million - making it nearly as large as the prize pool itself

relative to the overall financial footprint. For 2026, it has been agreed at $355 million, potentially overtaking

the prize pool as the single largest financial distribution stream.

FIFA World Cup financial contributions overview prize pool club benefit programme preparation money

2022 FIFA Financial Contributions Overview - 4 Programmes Compared (2002-2022) Prize Pool: $128M

(2002) to $440M (2022). Club CBP: $0 (2002) to $209M (2022). Prep Money: ~$30-50M stable. Club CPP:

~$2-12M. Total 2022: ~$711M. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-

5%. 4programmes

Prize Pool Club Benefit Programme Preparation Money Prize Pool$128M (2002) to $440M (2022) - Total

Prize Money to All 32 National TeamsPrize pool covers all 32 (or 16-32) teams, scaled by performance.

Champion gets the most, group stage exits the least. $440M at Qatar 2022 was the highest prize pool ever

for a 32-team tournament. Source: Statista/Sporting News, FIFA official. Prep Money~$50M Per Edition -

Fixed Grants to All Participating AssociationsPreparation money is a flat grant paid to each participating

national football association regardless of how they perform at the tournament. In 2014, this was $1.5M per

association x 32 = $48M. Covers travel, training camps, and squad preparation costs. Source: FIFA official,

Fox News 2014. Club CBP$0 in 2002 to $209M in 2022 - The Programme That Changed Club-FIFA

RelationsFIFA created the Club Benefit Programme for 2010 as part of its working agreement with the

European Club Association (ECA). Clubs are compensated at a daily rate for each player they release.

Manchester City earned $4.6M at 2022, $5M at 2018. Source: FOX Sports, ESPN, AP November 2022. Club

CPPInsurance for Clubs When World Cup Players Get Injured on International DutyThe Club Protection

Programme compensates clubs whose players suffer significant injuries during World Cup preparation or

the tournament itself. The amounts are relatively small versus CBP but represent an important risk-

management guarantee for clubs releasing top players. Source: FIFA official financial reports. Full Data
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All 4 Financial Contribution Streams by World Cup Edition 2002-2022

FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions to National Teams and Clubs 2002-2022 (Statista/FIFA official)

Click any column to sort

YEAR HOST CHAMPION PRIZE POOL PREP MONEY CLUB CBP CLUB CPP TOTAL

2002 Korea/Japan Brazil $128M $30M $0M $2M $160M

2006 Germany Italy $266M $50M $0M $3M $319M

2010 South Africa Spain $348M $50M $40M $4M $442M

2014 Brazil Germany $498M $48M $70M $6M $622M

2018 Russia France $400M $50M $209M $10M $669M

2022 Qatar Argentina $440M $50M $209M $12M $711M

The total financial contribution grew from approximately $160M in 2002 to over $649M in 2022 - a 306%

increase across 6 editions in 20 years. The structure of that growth shifted fundamentally: in 2002, virtually

100% of contributions went to national teams (prize + prep). By 2022, clubs collectively received $209M -

about 32% of the total. This shift reflects FIFA's recognition that clubs are essential partners in the World

Cup ecosystem and must be financially compensated for their role in developing and releasing the world's

best players.

Total Contributions

$160M in 2002 to $649M in 2022 - Total FIFA Financial Contributions

Growth

FIFA World Cup total financial contributions national teams clubs 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 stacked

FIFA World Cup Total Financial Contributions - All 4 Programmes (2002-2022, $M) 2002: ~$160M. 2006:

~$319M. 2010: ~$442M. 2014: ~$622M. 2018: ~$669M. 2022: ~$701M. Growth driven by prize pool

expansion and introduction of Club Benefit Programme in 2010. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA

official, Sporting News November 2022. +-5%. $649M+2022 total

Prize Pool Preparation Money Club Benefit Programme Club Protection Programme

The stacked chart reveals a clear structural shift: until 2006, the prize pool dominated essentially all

contributions. From 2010, the Club Benefit Programme appears as a new layer that grew rapidly - from
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$40M (9% of total) in 2010 to $209M (32% of total) in 2022. By 2026, with the CBP agreed at $355M and

the prize pool at $655M, clubs will receive a proportionally similar or larger share of total contributions than

national teams receive in prize money.

Prize Pool

$128M in 2002 to $440M in 2022 - World Cup Prize Pool Growth by Edition

FIFA World Cup prize pool total all national teams 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 USD millions FIFA

World Cup Total Prize Pool (All National Teams) 2002-2022 2002: $128M. 2006: $266M (+108%). 2010:

$348M (+31%). 2014: $498M (+43%). 2018: $400M (-20%). 2022: $440M (+10%). Total distributed to

national teams across all 6 editions: ~$2.08 billion. Source: Statista/Sporting News, FIFA official November

2022. +-5%. $440M2022 prize pool $2.08Btotal 2002-2022

The prize pool's 2018 Russia figure ($400M) appears lower than Brazil 2014 ($498M) despite the same 32-

team format - this reflects FIFA's internal financial pressures during the 2015-2019 governance crisis and

restructuring following the CONCACAF/FIFA corruption scandal. The recovery to $440M in 2022 and jump

to $655M for 2026 signals FIFA's financial stabilisation and growth under new commercial deals. The

detailed prize distribution by stage and team at Qatar 2022 is in our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money

distribution analysis.

Club Benefit Programme

$0 in 2002 to $209M in 2022 - The Club Benefit Programme That Changed

FIFA-Club Relations

The Club Benefit Programme was created for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa as the cornerstone of

FIFA's agreement with the European Club Association (ECA) - formed in 2008 as the main representative

body for club football. The deal resolved a long-standing tension: clubs were required to release their best

players for international tournaments (with no choice) but received no financial compensation from FIFA for

doing so. The CBP changed this fundamentally.

FIFA Club Benefit Programme CBP payments to clubs World Cup 2010 2014 2018 2022 growth USD millions

FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - Total Payments to Clubs 2010-2022 2010: ~$40M (launched, first

edition). 2014: ~$70M (est). 2018: $209M (AP/FIFA confirmed). 2022: $209M (FIFA official - 440 clubs, 51

countries, $10,950/player/day). 2026: $355M agreed (FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025). Source: FIFA

official, AP, FOX Sports. +-5% for 2014 est. $209M2022 CBP total
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The CBP payment mechanism at Qatar 2022 worked as follows: FIFA paid $10,950 per player per day

starting from two weeks before the opening match. Each nation's player pool was tracked, and, starting

from two weeks before the opening match until the day after the player's team was eliminated. each

player's total allocation was then divided among the clubs that had held their registration since the 2020-21

season. A player who changed clubs during this window could generate payments to multiple clubs. A

player at the World Cup for the full 38 days (group stage to final) generated approximately $415,000 for

their clubs collectively. Manchester City's $4.6M reflected their exceptional squad contribution - players at

the tournament for Argentina, England, and Belgium.

The CBP's $209M total in 2022 was distributed extremely unequally. UEFA member countries received

$159M (76%) of the total. English clubs alone received $37.7M. African clubs combined received just

$4.57M - less than Manchester City alone received. This reflects the reality that the world's most

commercially valuable clubs are concentrated in Europe and hold the registrations of the world's best

players regardless of nationality. The full history of World Cup prize pools from 2002-2026 is in our FIFA

World Cup prize pool analysis.

Clubs That Earned Most

Manchester City $4.6M, Real Madrid $3.9M - Clubs That Received the Most

from FIFA at Qatar 2022

FIFA Club Benefit Programme top clubs Manchester City Real Madrid Barcelona payments 2022 World Cup

Qatar Top Clubs by FIFA Club Benefit Programme Payment - Qatar 2022 Man City: ~$4.6M (largest single

club). Real Madrid: ~$3.9M (est). Barcelona: ~$3.5M (est). Bayern Munich: ~$3.2M (est). PSG: ~$3.0M

(est). Liverpool: ~$2.8M (est). Total UEFA clubs: $159M (76% of $209M). Total Africa: $4.57M. Source:

FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-15% for estimates. $4.6MMan City 2022 $5MMan City 2018

The stark contrast between Boreham Wood (a fifth-tier English club that received $31,026) and Santos

(Brazil's historic club, which received just $15,513) highlighted a significant inequity in the CBP structure.

Boreham Wood likely held the registration of a player who went deep into the tournament, while Santos

released a player eliminated early. The AP report noted this contrast explicitly as emblematic of European

club dominance. The CBP rewards longevity in the tournament - clubs whose players reach the final earn

roughly 4x what clubs whose players exit in the group stage earn.

Club Protection Programme
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Club Protection Programme - Insurance for Clubs When World Cup Players

Get Injured

FIFA Club Protection Programme CPP insurance clubs World Cup player injuries 2010 2014 2018 2022 FIFA

Club Protection Programme - Annual Compensation Payments vs CBP (2010-2022) CPP 2010: ~$4M. CPP

2014: ~$6M. CPP 2018: ~$10M. CPP 2022: ~$12M. Compared to CBP 2022 ($209M), CPP is relatively small

but provides crucial insurance. Key cases: Neymar 2014 injury (PSG-era later); players injured in

preparation matches. Source: FIFA official financial reports. +-20% estimates. ~$12MCPP 2022 est.

The Club Protection Programme covers clubs financially when a player suffers a significant injury during

FIFA World Cup preparations or the tournament itself, leaving the club without their services for the

recovery period. The coverage typically pays clubs the equivalent of the player's pro-rated daily salary

(capped) during the injury period. While the CPP fund is small relative to the CBP, it provides an important

guarantee that persuades clubs to release injured-risk players without absorbing 100% of the financial

downside. The CPP has helped reduce the tension between clubs and FIFA over international duty injury

risk.

Preparation Money

~$50M Per Edition - Preparation Grants to All Participating National

Associations

FIFA World Cup preparation money grants national football associations 2002 to 2022 per team FIFA World

Cup Preparation Money - Total and Per Association (2002-2022) 2002: ~$30M total (~$1M per team).

2006: ~$50M. 2010: ~$50M. 2014: $48M confirmed ($1.5M per association x 32). 2018: ~$50M. 2022:

~$50M. Preparation money is a flat grant - all teams receive the same amount regardless of how they

perform at the tournament. Source: FIFA official, Fox News 2014. +-10%. $1.5Mper association 32teams

since 1998

Preparation money is the most equitably distributed FIFA World Cup financial contribution - every qualified

association receives the same amount regardless of their final tournament performance. The $1.5M per

association in 2014 covered costs like training camp facilities, international friendly matches during

preparation, and travel logistics. For smaller football nations with limited federation budgets, this

preparation grant can be a significant proportion of their annual operating budget - making it one of FIFA's

most impactful development tools alongside the FIFA Forward programme.
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The preparation money is distinct from the FIFA Forward programme, which is FIFA's broader development

distribution to all 211 member associations (not just World Cup qualifiers). FIFA Forward distributes $1.5M

annually to every FIFA member association and $250,000 to each of the six confederations. The two

programmes together represent FIFA's commitment to sharing World Cup revenues globally. The all-time

performance of nations in World Cups that this preparation money helps fund is in our FIFA World Cup all-

time standings analysis.

2026 - $355M for Clubs

$355M Club Benefit Programme for 2026 - 70% More Than 2022, Now

Including Qualifying Games

FIFA 2026 World Cup Club Benefit Programme 355M vs 2022 209M growth clubs qualifying games

included Club Benefit Programme Growth 2010-2026 - From $40M to $355M 2010: $40M. 2014: ~$70M.

2018: $209M. 2022: $209M. 2026: $355M (+70% vs 2022). First time qualifying games included - any club

releasing a player for a 2026 World Cup qualifier receives compensation. Source: FIFA/ECA agreement,

FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025. +-5%. $355M2026 CBP

The 2026 Club Benefit Programme represents a landmark expansion: for the first time ever, clubs will be

compensated for releasing players for World Cup qualifying games - not just the final tournament. FIFA

stated: "This new approach means that any club that releases a player for a FIFA World Cup 2026 qualifier

will now be directly compensated." This addition significantly expands the pool of eligible clubs from

approximately 440 in 2022 to a much larger group across all FIFA's 211 member federations.

The $355M CBP for 2026 - up 70% from $209M in 2022 - reflects both the expanded eligibility (qualifying

games) and the larger 48-team tournament format. However, the highest-earning individual clubs may

actually receive less than in 2022 because the money is spread across a wider pool. FIFA noted: "The

highest-earning clubs will earn a lower overall share this time because the pool of eligible teams has

widened." Manchester City's $4.6M at 2022 could be lower at 2026 despite the larger total fund. The 2026

tournament format and team context is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis. The

winner odds for clubs' national teams are in our World Cup 2026 winner probability analysis.

UEFA Dominance in Club Payments
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UEFA Clubs Receive 76% of Club Benefit Payments - Why Europe

Dominates FIFA Club Payments

FIFA Club Benefit Programme 2022 distribution by confederation UEFA CONMEBOL CAF AFC share Club

Benefit Programme 2022 - Distribution by Confederation ($M) UEFA (Europe): $159M (76%). CONMEBOL

(South America): ~$25M (12% est). CONCACAF (N.America): ~$10M (5% est). CAF (Africa): $4.57M

(2.2%). AFC (Asia): ~$7M (3% est). OFC (Oceania): ~$1M. Total: $209M. Man City alone ($4.6M) earned

more than all Africa. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-15% for estimates. 76%UEFA share

2.2%Africa (CAF)

UEFA clubs receive 76% of all FIFA Club Benefit Programme payments because the CBP is based on player

registrations, not player nationality. When Kylian Mbappe represents France at the World Cup, the CBP

payment goes to Paris Saint-Germain (his club at the time) - a French club, therefore UEFA. When Neymar

represented Brazil, payments went to his club at that time. African players who compete for African nations

are typically registered at European clubs, meaning the CBP money flows to Europe even for tournaments

where African nations qualify.

This structural dynamic means that the more successful African nations are at World Cup qualifying, the

more money flows to European clubs rather than African clubs. Morocco's historic 2022 semi-final run

benefited European clubs holding Moroccan players' registrations far more than Moroccan clubs

themselves. The AP noted that all 18 African clubs combined received $4.57M - while Manchester City

alone received $4.6M. This inequity is one reason FIFA expanded the 2026 CBP to include qualifying

games and widened the eligibility pool. The social media context for how these financial discussions are

debated globally is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

The global economy implications of FIFA's $649M+ distribution at Qatar 2022 are significant. These funds

flow through national football federations, club accounts, and player salaries into local economies. The

prize money alone ($440M) generates substantial local economic activity when federations spend on

national team operations. The Club Benefit Programme injects $209M directly into club operating budgets -

primarily in European club economies where the money is predominantly distributed. The full global

economy context is in our global economy analysis. The investment that goes into hosting these

tournaments that generate these prize distributions is in our FIFA World Cup investment and budget

analysis.

FIFA's financial relationship with clubs has become increasingly complex and financially significant. The

$355M CBP for 2026 - plus the $655M prize pool - means FIFA will distribute over $1 billion in direct
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financial benefits to participants (teams, clubs, and associations) at a single tournament for the first time.

This milestone reflects how the World Cup has evolved from a sporting event with modest prize money into

a global commercial phenomenon generating and redistributing billions. The World Cup title winners who

benefit from these distributions are in our countries with the most World Cup titles analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions - Key Statistics 2002-2022

FIFA World Cup total financial contributions breakdown share prize pool CBP preparation 2022 Qatar 2022

- Financial Contribution Breakdown by Programme (% of Total) Prize Pool: $440M (67%). Club Benefit

Programme: $209M (32%). Preparation Money: ~$50M (8%). Club Protection: ~$12M (2%). Total: ~$711M

(some sources round differently). Source: FIFA official, Statista (statistics/328497), AP November 2022. +-

5%. 67%prize pool share

$209MClub Benefit Programme 2022 - 440 Clubs in 51 Countries, $10,950 Per Player Per Day440 clubs in

51 countries received CBP payments from Qatar 2022. Manchester City: $4.6M (top). UEFA clubs total:

$159M (76%). Africa (5 nations): $4.57M combined. Daily rate: $10,950 per player. Payments split across

clubs holding registration since 2020-21. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. $4.6MManchester City

- Highest Single Club Payment at Qatar 2022 and Russia 2018 ($5M)Man City received $4.6M at 2022 (vs

$5M at 2018) - the highest of any single club in both editions. Their payment reflects players including

Julian Alvarez (Argentina champion), six England QF players, and Kevin De Bruyne (Belgium group exit).

Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. $355M2026 Club Benefit Programme - 70% More Than 2022,

First Time Qualifying Games Included$355M agreed between FIFA and ECA for the 2026 World Cup cycle.

First time ever: clubs releasing players for qualifying games will be compensated. Expands from ~440

clubs at 2022 to potentially thousands across all 211 FIFA member federations. Source: FOX Sports/ESPN

September 2025, EFC. $2.08BTotal Prize Pool Paid to National Teams Across All 6 Editions 2002-

2022$128M (2002) + $266M (2006) + $348M (2010) + $498M (2014) + $400M (2018) + $440M (2022) =

~$2.08 billion paid to participating national football associations across 6 World Cups in 20 years. Source:

Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions

The FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) compensates football clubs for releasing their players to compete

at the FIFA World Cup. It pays clubs a daily rate per player ($10,950 at Qatar 2022) from two weeks before
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the tournament until the day after their nation exits. The programme was created as part of the FIFA-ECA

(European Club Association) working agreement. Launched for the 2010 World Cup with approximately $40

million, it grew to $209M in 2022 and $355M for 2026. Source: FIFA official, FOX Sports September 2025.

$209 million to 440 clubs in 51 countries under the Club Benefit Programme at a daily rate of $10,950 per

player, starting two weeks before the opening match. Manchester City received the highest single payment

at almost $4.6 million. UEFA clubs collectively received $159 million (76% of the total). African clubs

combined received just $4.57M despite Africa sending 5 teams. Source: FIFA official, AP/ESPN November

2022.

Manchester City with almost $4.6 million - for releasing players including Julian Alvarez (Argentina), six

England players, and Kevin De Bruyne (Belgium). City also topped the list at the 2018 World Cup with $5

million. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022.

The FIFA Club Protection Programme (CPP) compensates clubs when their players suffer significant

injuries during World Cup preparation or the tournament itself. The CPP pays clubs the equivalent of the

player's pro-rated salary during the injury recovery period. It is smaller than the CBP (~$12M at 2022 vs

$209M for CBP). Source: FIFA official financial reports.

$355 million - agreed between FIFA and the European Club Association (ECA) for the 2026 World Cup

cycle. This is 70% more than the $209M at 2022 and for the first time includes clubs releasing players for

qualifying games, not just the final tournament. Source: FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025.

A flat financial grant paid by FIFA to every participating national football association regardless of

performance. In 2014, this was $1.5 million per association ($48M total for 32 teams). It helps associations

cover training camps, preparation matches, and logistics. It is separate from the prize pool. Source: FIFA

official, Fox News 2014.

$209 million under the Club Benefit Programme - the same amount as 2022. Manchester City received $5

million (highest). Clubs were paid $8,530 per player per day. This was distributed among 826 players

across the 32 participating nations. Source: AP, Statista/Sporting News.

The Club Benefit Programme was created for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa as part of FIFA's

working agreement with the European Club Association (ECA), which was formed in 2008. It launched with

approximately $40 million and has grown to $209M (2022) and $355M (2026). Source: FIFA official, FOX

Sports September 2025.
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Approximately $2.08 billion in prize pool payments across 6 editions: $128M (2002) + $266M (2006) +

$348M (2010) + $498M (2014) + $400M (2018) + $440M (2022). This excludes preparation money, CBP,

and CPP. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official.

There is significant inequality. At Qatar 2022, all African clubs combined received $4.57 million - less

than Manchester City alone ($4.6M). This is because most African international players are registered at

European clubs, not their home country clubs. The CBP pays clubs holding player registrations, not the

player's country of origin. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022.

Sources

Statista / The Sporting News - FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions to National Teams and Clubs 2002-

2022 - Primary source for 4-category breakdown: prize pool, preparation money, Club Benefit Programme,

Club Protection Programme. Original Sporting News data. Published November 2022. +-5%.

FOX Sports / ESPN - 2026 Club Benefit Programme $355M (September 2025) - Source for 2026 CBP

confirmation ($355M), qualifying games inclusion, Man City $4.6M (2022) and $5M (2018) data. Published

September 16, 2025.

AP / AOL - Manchester City $4.6M FIFA Club Benefit Payment from 2022 World Cup - Source for 2022

CBP distribution: $209M total, 440 clubs, 51 countries, Man City $4.6M top earner, Africa $4.57M

combined, UEFA $159M. Published November 2022.

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - 2019-2022 Investments and Expenses - Source confirming $440M prize pool

and $209M Club Benefits Programme at Qatar 2022. +-0%.

Prize pool and preparation money figures per Statista (statistics/328497) citing The Sporting News

(November 2022). CBP figures: 2010 ~$40M (FIFA confirmed via ECA history), 2018 $209M (AP/FOX

Sports confirmed), 2022 $209M (FIFA Annual Report confirmed). CPP figures estimated from FIFA financial

reports +-20%. 2026 CBP $355M confirmed by FIFA/ECA agreement (FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025).

All figures USD. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA World Cup: prize money distribution 2022
Updated May 27, 2026 · businesstats.com/prize-money-distribution-qatar-world-cup

$440M
TOTAL PRIZE POOL - $40M UP FROM

RUSSIA 2018

$42M
ARGENTINA - CHAMPION PRIZE,

HIGHEST EVER AT THAT TIME

$30M
FRANCE - RUNNER-UP PRIZE

$9M
MINIMUM PRIZE - EVERY GROUP STAGE

TEAM GUARANTEED

$25M
MOROCCO - 4TH PLACE, RECORD FOR

AFRICAN NATION

$209M
CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME - PAID TO

440 CLUBS

Overview

Prize money distribution at the FIFA World Cup in Qatar 2022 - $440

million across 32 nations

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 distributed $440 million in total prize money among all 32 participating

nations - based on how far each team progressed in the tournament. FIFA announced the prize breakdown

in April 2022, confirming that every team was guaranteed a minimum of $9 million simply by qualifying

and competing in the group stage. In addition, each team received a separate $1.5 million preparation

allowance before the tournament began.

Argentina earned the top prize of $42 million by winning the final against France on December 18 at Lusail

Stadium - the largest prize in World Cup history at that point. Runner-up France received $30 million. The

$12 million gap between first and second place is one of the largest in tournament history. Croatia (3rd, $27

million) and Morocco (4th, $25 million) completed the top four.

The $440 million pool was a 10% increase on Russia 2018's $400 million. FIFA operated on a 4-year

financial cycle generating approximately $7.57 billion in the 2019-2022 period through broadcasting rights,

sponsorships, and ticket sales - making the prize pool approximately 5.8% of total cycle revenue. The FIFA

hotel, catering and ticket revenue that generated this commercial income is in our FIFA hospitality and

ticket revenue analysis.

Qatar 2022 was played across 8 stadiums in the Doha metropolitan area - the most compact World Cup in

history. All 64 matches took place within a 75km radius, with no team requiring more than a 60-minute
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journey between their hotel and training base. This unique logistical setup made Qatar 2022 distinct from

any previous edition in both organisation and commercial model. FIFA's choice of Qatar - and the $8

billion+ investment the host spent on infrastructure - set the stage for the record prize pool that was

ultimately distributed.

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 prize money summary total pool winner prize runner up group exit million USD

World Cup Qatar 2022 - Prize Money at a Glance (Million USD) Champion (Argentina): $42M. Runner-up

(France): $30M. 3rd (Croatia): $27M. 4th (Morocco): $25M. Quarterfinal (x4): $17M each. Round of 16 (x8):

$13M each. Group stage (x16): $9M each. Total pool: $440M. Prep fee: +$1.5M per team. Source: FIFA

official April 2022. $440Mtotal prize pool

Top 4 finishers Knockout rounds Group stage

One important distinction: prize money is paid directly to the national football association of each country

- not to individual players. How associations distribute the money to their squad, coaching staff, and

federation reserves is determined internally and varies by country. Argentina's AFA reportedly distributed

approximately $250,000-350,000 per player from the $42 million. The World Cup 2026 confederation

breakdown showing who qualified to compete for the 2026 prize is in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.

By Stage

FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Money by Stage - $42M Champion to $9M

Group Exit

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money per team by stage - million USD - FIFA official April 2022 World Cup

2022 Prize Money by Stage (Million USD Per Team) Champion: $42M. Runner-up: $30M. 3rd: $27M. 4th:

$25M. Quarterfinal: $17M. Round of 16: $13M. Group stage: $9M. Total pool: $440M. Source: FIFA official

April 2022. $42MChampion prize

Prize per team at this stage (million USD) FIFA World Cup 2022 - Full Prize Breakdown by Stage (FIFA

Official)

STAGE PRIZE PER TEAM TEAMS TOTAL PAYOUT % OF $440M

Champion $42M 1 $42M 9.5%

Runner-up $30M 1 $30M 6.8%
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3rd Place $27M 1 $27M 6.1%

4th Place $25M 1 $25M 5.7%

Quarterfinals (5th-8th) $17M 4 $68M 15.5%

Round of 16 (9th-16th) $13M 8 $104M 23.6%

Group Stage (17th-32nd) $9M 16 $144M 32.7%

TOTAL $440M 32 $440M 100%

Source: FIFA official prize money distribution April 2022, cited Statista (statistics/1347401). NBC Sports,

CBS Chicago, Goal.com December 2022. Does not include $1.5M preparation fee paid to each team before

the tournament. +-0%.

The group stage teams collectively received $144M (32.7% of the total pool) - the largest single-stage

payout block. This reflects FIFA's deliberate policy of broad distribution, ensuring every participating nation

receives meaningful financial benefit regardless of footballing quality.

All 32 Teams

Complete 2022 World Cup Prize Money for All 32 Teams - Argentina

Champion to Group Stage

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 - Prize Money for All 32 Teams (FIFA Official) Click to sort

FINISH TEAM STAGE PRIZE ($M) CONFEDERATION

1st Argentina Champion $42M CONMEBOL

2nd France Runner-up $30M UEFA

3rd Croatia 3rd Place $27M UEFA

4th Morocco 4th Place $25M CAF

5th-8th Netherlands Quarterfinal $17M UEFA

5th-8th England Quarterfinal $17M UEFA

5th-8th Brazil Quarterfinal $17M CONMEBOL

5th-8th Portugal Quarterfinal $17M UEFA
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9th-16th Japan Round of 16 $13M AFC

9th-16th South Korea Round of 16 $13M AFC

9th-16th Australia Round of 16 $13M AFC

9th-16th Senegal Round of 16 $13M CAF

9th-16th USA Round of 16 $13M CONCACAF

9th-16th Poland Round of 16 $13M UEFA

9th-16th Spain Round of 16 $13M UEFA

9th-16th Switzerland Round of 16 $13M UEFA

17th-32nd Germany Group Stage $9M UEFA

17th-32nd Belgium Group Stage $9M UEFA

17th-32nd Mexico Group Stage $9M CONCACAF

17th-32nd Canada Group Stage $9M CONCACAF

17th-32nd Uruguay Group Stage $9M CONMEBOL

17th-32nd Ecuador Group Stage $9M CONMEBOL

17th-32nd Denmark Group Stage $9M UEFA

17th-32nd Tunisia Group Stage $9M CAF

17th-32nd Cameroon Group Stage $9M CAF

17th-32nd Ghana Group Stage $9M CAF

17th-32nd Serbia Group Stage $9M UEFA

17th-32nd Saudi Arabia Group Stage $9M AFC

17th-32nd Qatar (host) Group Stage $9M AFC

17th-32nd Iran Group Stage $9M AFC

17th-32nd Wales Group Stage $9M UEFA

17th-32nd Costa Rica Group Stage $9M CONCACAF
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Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago, Goal.com December 2022. Team finishes are based on

actual tournament result. Does not include $1.5M preparation fee. Germany's group stage exit despite

being defending-champion ranked-2 team was a major upset.

Germany's $9M group stage exit stands out - as the 2018 runner-up and FIFA-ranked #2 team entering the

tournament, Germany received the minimum prize alongside teams ranked 50+ places below them. Saudi

Arabia (who famously beat Argentina in the group stage) also earned $9M. Prize money is strictly

performance-based with no ranking adjustments.

By Confederation

World Cup 2022 Prize Money by Confederation - UEFA $195M, CONMEBOL

$75M, CAF $64M

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money by confederation total - million USD World Cup 2022 Total Prize Money

by Confederation (Million USD) UEFA: $195M (44%). CONMEBOL: $75M (17%). CAF: $64M (15%). AFC:

$62M (14%). CONCACAF: $31M (7%). OFC: $13M (3%). Source: Calculated from FIFA official prize

distribution. +-0%. $195MUEFA - 44%

Total prize money received by confederation ($M) World Cup 2022 - Prize Money by Confederation

CONFEDERATION TEAMS BEST RESULT TOTAL PRIZE ($M) AVG PER TEAM

UEFA (Europe) 13 RU (France), 3rd (Croatia) $195M $15.0M

CONMEBOL (S. America) 4 Champion (Argentina) $75M $18.8M

CAF (Africa) 5 4th Place (Morocco) $64M $12.8M

AFC (Asia) 6 Round of 16 $62M $10.3M

CONCACAF (N/C America) 4 Round of 16 (USA) $31M $7.8M

OFC (Oceania) 1 Round of 16 (Australia) $13M $13.0M

Calculated from FIFA official prize money. OFC = Australia (qualifying via inter-confederation playoff).

CONMEBOL's high average reflects Argentina's $42M win and Brazil + others reaching QF. Source: FIFA

official 2022. +-0%.

UEFA's $195M (44% of total) reflects 13 of 32 teams plus 3 of the top 4 finishes (France 2nd, Croatia 3rd,

Netherlands QF, England QF, Portugal QF, Spain R16). CONMEBOL's $18.8M average is the highest of any
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confederation, driven by Argentina's $42M champion prize.

CAF's $64M includes Morocco's historic $25M fourth-place prize - the most any African team has ever

earned at a World Cup. This was a breakthrough tournament for African football, with Morocco becoming

the first African nation to reach a World Cup semi-final. The confederation breakdown for 2026 is in our

World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

Argentina $42M

Argentina's $42M - How the Champion's Prize Was Distributed

Argentina prize money breakdown World Cup 2022 champion $42M how distributed Argentina $42M -

Estimated Prize Distribution (Million USD) Player pool ~60%: $25M (~$250-350K per player).

Staff/coaches ~20%: $8.4M. AFA admin/reserves ~20%: $8.4M. Estimates only - AFA distribution not

publicly disclosed. Source: WorldCupRadar. +-30-50%. $42MAFA received

$42MAFA Received - Argentina Football Association Paid 32 Players + StaffFIFA paid $42M directly to AFA

(Asociacion del Futbol Argentino). AFA's internal distribution gave approximately $250,000-350,000 per

player. Lionel Messi's personal image rights and Adidas bonuses were separate. 9.5%Winner's Share of

Total Pool - $42M of $440M = 9.5% to One TeamArgentina's $42M represented 9.5% of the $440M total

pool. In 2026, the winner's $50M = 7.6% of $655M - showing FIFA is distributing more broadly across all

48 teams. $12MGap Between 1st and 2nd - $42M (Argentina) vs $30M (France) = $12M DifferenceThe

$12M gap between champion and runner-up is one of the largest in World Cup history. France's Mbappe

scored a hat-trick in the final but earned $12M less than his Argentine counterpart.

Argentina's victory completed Lionel Messi's career - the only major trophy he had never won at

international level. The commercial value of Messi winning the World Cup was estimated at $700M-$1B in

incremental brand value for his sponsors (Adidas, Pepsi, Lay's, Mastercard). His $42M team prize was a

fraction of his commercial windfall from the win.

The Messi jersey effect was immediate: Adidas sold out Messi Argentina jerseys globally within 24 hours of

the final. PSG and later Inter Miami saw commercial revenue spikes attributed to Messi's World Cup victory.

The World Cup winner odds context for the 2026 tournament is in our World Cup 2026 winner odds

analysis.

Notable Payouts
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Morocco $25M, Germany $9M, Saudi Arabia $9M - Stories Behind the

Numbers

selected team prize money at FIFA World Cup 2022 with tournament context - million USD Notable Prize

Money Stories - World Cup Qatar 2022 (Million USD) Morocco $25M (4th, first African semi-finalist).

Croatia $27M (3rd, 2nd consecutive top-3 finish). Germany $9M (group exit despite #2 ranking). Saudi

Arabia $9M (beat Argentina in groups but exited). Australia $13M (R16, second best OFC result). Source:

FIFA official December 2022. $25MMorocco - record

Morocco$25M - First African Semi-Finalist, Most Lucrative WC Run in African HistoryMorocco reached the

semi-final, beating Spain (penalties) and Portugal on the way. $25M was approximately 5x Morocco's

annual football federation budget. Combined with other commercial benefits, the tournament transformed

Moroccan football's financial foundation. Germany$9M - 2018 Runner-Up Received the Minimum Prize

After Group Stage ExitGermany entered ranked #2 globally and exited in the group stage earning $9M -

same as teams ranked 50+ places below them. Prize money is purely performance-based. Germany's

group contained Japan (who beat them) and Spain. Saudi Arabia$9M Despite Beating Argentina - Group

Exit After Famous 2-1 WinSaudi Arabia's 2-1 win over Argentina (then ranked #3) was the biggest upset in

World Cup history. Yet they earned $9M after exiting the group stage. Their $9M prize exceeded their

entire annual football development budget.

Croatia's $27M for third place was their second consecutive top-3 World Cup finish (2018 runners-up,

2022 third place). This remarkable consistency from a nation of just 3.9 million people generated $57M in

combined prize money across two World Cups - a staggering return for a small football federation.

vs 2018 and 2026

$400M (2018) to $440M (2022) to $655M (2026) - Three-Tournament

Comparison

FIFA World Cup prize money by stage comparison 2018 vs 2022 vs 2026 - million USD per team Prize Per

Team by Stage - 2018, 2022, and 2026 Comparison (Million USD) Champion: $38M (2018) vs $42M (2022)

vs $50M (2026). Group exit: $8M (2018) vs $9M (2022) vs $9M (2026). R16: $12M vs $13M vs $15M. QF:

$16M vs $17M vs $19M. Source: FIFA official. +-0-2%. $50M2026 champion

Russia 2018 Qatar 2022 USA 2026
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Every stage saw a prize increase from 2018 to 2022: the champion prize grew +$4M (+11%), R16 +$1M, QF

+$1M, group stage +$1M. The increases were modest but consistent. The jump from 2022 to 2026 is far

larger at every stage, reflecting the 48-team expansion and the US commercial premium. The full 2026

prize pool analysis is in our FIFA World Cup prize pool 2002-2026 analysis.

FIFA World Cup distribution of total prize money by stage 2022 - donut percentage share 2022 Prize

Distribution - Share of $440M by Stage Group (%) Group stage (16 x $9M): $144M (32.7%). Round of 16 (8

x $13M): $104M (23.6%). Quarterfinals (4 x $17M): $68M (15.5%). Top 4: $124M (28.2%). Source: FIFA

April 2022. 32.7%Group stage 28.2%Top 4

The distribution donut shows 56.3% of all prize money went to teams eliminated before the semi-finals

(group stage + R16 + QF). Only 43.7% went to the final four teams. This reflects FIFA's priority of broad

financial distribution across all member federations rather than concentrating rewards at the top.

Club Benefit Programme

$209M Paid to 440 Clubs - The Hidden Prize Money Layer

FIFA Club Benefit Programme World Cup 2010 to 2022 - total paid to clubs million USD FIFA Club Benefit

Programme - Growth 2010 to 2022 (Million USD) 2010: $40M. 2014: $70M. 2018: $134M. 2022: $209M.

+423% in 12 years. 440 clubs from 51 associations received 2022 CBP. Source: FIFA, Gulf News. +-2-5%.

$209M2022 CBP

Club Benefit Programme total paid ($M)

Beyond the $440M prize pool, FIFA distributed $209M to 440 clubs through the Club Benefit Programme

(CBP) - compensating them for releasing players to national teams and providing injury insurance during

the tournament. The CBP represents approximately 32% of the prize pool in additional payments flowing

through the football ecosystem.

Major European clubs are the primary CBP recipients. Real Madrid, Manchester City, Bayern Munich, and

PSG - who collectively supplied dozens of World Cup players - each received approximately $2-5M in CBP

payments. For 2026, the CBP is projected at $355M - a 70% increase announced by FIFA, reaching clubs

releasing players for qualifying matches for the first time. The investment context for club football spending

is in our FIFA investment budget analysis.

Economic Impact
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$9M Group Exit Funds Years of Development - What Prize Money Means for

Each Nation

World Cup 2022 prize money vs annual federation budget selected nations million USD $9M Prize vs

Annual Federation Budget - Selected Nations (Million USD) Morocco $25M vs ~$5M budget = 5x. Ghana

$9M vs ~$3M = 3x. Cameroon $9M vs ~$2.5M = 3.6x. Tunisia $9M vs ~$4M = 2.25x. Saudi Arabia $9M vs

~$15M. Source: CAF, AFC, World Bank estimates. +-30-40%. 5xMorocco multiplier

For the 16 group stage teams that earned $9 million each, the prize money context varies dramatically.

Germany's $9M was less than 1% of their football federation's annual budget. Qatar's $9M (as host with a

multi-billion FIFA investment) was symbolic. But for Cameroon, Ghana, and Tunisia, $9M represented a

transformational injection of funds into their national football programmes.

Saudi Arabia's $9M came despite beating Argentina - the biggest upset in World Cup history. Their group

exit despite that famous 2-1 win illustrated a fundamental truth about World Cup prize distribution: it

rewards sustained performance across a tournament, not single-match heroics. The global economy

context for these federation investments is in our global economy analysis.

3-5xMorocco's $25M Was 3-5x Their Annual Football Federation BudgetMorocco's Royal Football

Federation (FRMF) operates on an estimated $5-8M annual budget. The $25M fourth-place prize alone

funds 3-5 years of normal operations. Combined with commercial uplift (shirt sales, sponsorships),

Morocco's 2022 WC was a decade-defining financial moment. $1.5MPreparation Fee - Every Team

Received $1.5M Before the Tournament BeganFIFA paid every team a $1.5M preparation allowance before

Qatar 2022 - separate from prize money. This covered pre-tournament camps, travel, and preparation

costs. Total preparation payments: 32 x $1.5M = $48M additional. Source: NBC Sports, Goal.com

December 2022. Per-Player Estimates

How Much Did Individual Players Earn? - Estimated Breakdowns by Finish

estimated prize money per player FIFA World Cup 2022 based on 60 percent distribution to players -

thousand USD Estimated Prize Per Player - World Cup 2022 (60% Distribution, 26-Man Squad) Champion

(60% of $42M / 26): ~$969K. Runner-up: ~$692K. 3rd: ~$623K. 4th: ~$577K. QF: ~$392K. R16: ~$300K.

Group: ~$208K. Sources: WorldCupRadar estimates. Actual distributions vary by association. +-30-50%.

~$969KChampion est. ~$208KGroup exit est.
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These are estimates based on a 60% distribution to the playing squad across 26 players. Actual

distributions vary significantly. Some associations (England, France, Germany) have transparent collective

agreements where players share equally. Others give higher shares to senior players or have non-

transparent internal arrangements. The social media statistics context for how players discuss these

earnings is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Lionel Messi's personal earnings from winning the 2022 World Cup far exceeded the approximately $250-

350K estimated prize share. Adidas (his kit sponsor) saw their Messi jersey sell out globally. His Q1 2023

commercial value increase from brand deals was estimated at $35-50M. The 2022 World Cup final is the

most watched single sporting event in history - 1.5 billion viewers globally - giving winners an unparalleled

commercial platform.

Historical Prize Growth

+10% From 2018 to 2022 - How Each Stage Prize Changed

FIFA World Cup champion prize money growth 2018 2022 2026 percent increase by stage Prize Growth

Rate by Stage - 2018 to 2022 vs 2022 to 2026 (%) Champion: +11% (2018-22) vs +19% (2022-26). R16:

+8% vs +15%. Group: +13% vs 0%. 2026 jump is far larger at most stages. Source: FIFA official. +49%total

pool 2022-26

World Cup Prize by Stage - 2018 vs 2022 vs 2026 (All Confirmed Official Figures)

STAGE RUSSIA 2018 QATAR 2022 CHANGE 2018-22 USA 2026 CHANGE 2022-26

Champion $38M $42M +$4M (+11%) $50M +$8M (+19%)

Runner-up $28M $30M +$2M (+7%) $33M +$3M (+10%)

3rd Place $24M $27M +$3M (+13%) $29M +$2M (+7%)

4th Place $22M $25M +$3M (+14%) $27M +$2M (+8%)

Quarterfinal $16M $17M +$1M (+6%) $19M +$2M (+12%)

Round of 16 $12M $13M +$1M (+8%) $15M +$2M (+15%)

Group Stage $8M $9M +$1M (+13%) $9M No change

Total Pool $400M $440M +$40M (+10%) $655M +$215M (+49%)
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Sources: FIFA official (2018: original announcement, 2022: April 2022, 2026: December 2024). 2026 group

stage same as 2022 ($9M) despite 48-team expansion adding 16 extra teams. All figures confirmed official.

+-0% for 2018-2022, +-0% for 2026 confirmed prize pool.

The 2018-to-2022 increase was consistent but modest at every stage (+6-14%). The 2022-to-2026

increase is dramatically larger at almost every stage (+7-19% per stage plus new Round of 32). Notably,

the group stage prize stays flat at $9M in 2026 despite 16 extra teams receiving it - the $144M additional

cost of new teams is funded by the expanded commercial revenue rather than by reducing group stage

payments.

The prize money trajectory confirms that hosting the World Cup in the United States unlocks a commercial

premium that is shared with all participating nations. 48 nations in 2026 will each earn more at every stage

than their 2022 equivalents. The World Cup 2026 match distribution context for understanding the

commercial scale is in our World Cup 2026 matches by city analysis.

For small nations, the preparation fee ($1.5M in 2022) plus the minimum prize ($9M) creates a guaranteed

$10.5M financial floor for World Cup participation. In 2026, this floor rises to approximately $16.5M ($7.8M

preparation + $9M minimum). For nations whose entire annual football budget is under $3M, reaching the

World Cup is not just a sporting achievement - it is the foundation of their federation's financial plan for the

next 4 years. The world population context for the nations competing is in our world population analysis.

Prize Money and Fan Engagement

1.5 Billion Viewers, $42M Prize - The Commercial Ecosystem Behind the

Distribution

FIFA World Cup 2022 total prize pool vs FIFA 2019-2022 cycle revenue $440M Prize vs $7.57B Revenue

(2022) Prize pool $440M = 5.8% of $7.57B FIFA cycle revenue. Broadcasting: $3.43B. Marketing: $1.80B.

Tickets/hospitality: $0.95B. Other: $1.39B. Source: FIFA Publications 2022.

World Cup 2022 final viewership vs other major global events 2022 Final Viewership vs Global Events

(Billion) WC 2022 Final: 1.5B. WC 2018 Final: 1.1B. Olympics 2020: 3.1B (total). Super Bowl LIX: 0.13B US.

Champions League Final 2022: 0.45B. Sources: FIFA, Nielsen, IOC. +-10-15%.

The 2022 World Cup final between Argentina and France was watched by approximately 1.5 billion people

globally - the most watched single sports event in history. This audience scale is what generates the FIFA

commercial revenue that funds the $440M prize pool. Broadcasting rights for the 2019-2022 cycle totalled
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approximately $7.57 billion - 17x the prize pool itself.

FIFA's commercial model is straightforward: broadcasting rights and sponsorships generate $7.57B, FIFA

retains the majority, and $440M (5.8%) is returned to participating nations as prize money. Critics argue

this percentage is too low, but FIFA counters that the broader financial ecosystem (CBP, preparation fees,

development funds) makes the total return to football significantly higher. The hotel and ticket revenue

context for FIFA's full commercial picture is in our FIFA hotel, catering, and ticket revenue analysis.

The social media dimension amplifies the prize money story. Argentina's World Cup win generated

approximately 12 billion social media interactions in the 24 hours after the final - the highest single-day

sports engagement ever recorded. This drove shirt sales, streaming views, and commercial activations that

generated revenues estimated at $1-2 billion in the week after the final. The daily social media usage

context for how fans engage with World Cup prize money discussions is in our daily social media usage

worldwide analysis.

The prize money distribution also shapes qualifying incentives. Nations know that qualifying for the World

Cup guarantees a minimum $9M prize plus $1.5M preparation fee ($10.5M total guaranteed income). For

many emerging football nations, this guaranteed floor transforms the economics of World Cup qualification

investment. Building a national team programme capable of qualifying for the World Cup can be financially

justified as a return on investment -- particularly when commercial uplifts (kit deals, sponsorships, national

fan excitement) are factored in alongside the direct FIFA payments.

For the World Cup 2026, the qualification incentive is even stronger: $9M minimum prize plus $7.8M

preparation allowance = $16.8M guaranteed for simply qualifying and competing in three group matches.

For nations like Cape Verde (population 600,000) or Curacao (population 150,000), this $16.8M floor

represents transformational funding for their football ecosystem. The confederation breakdown for the 48

teams in 2026 is in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

The prize money also has macroeconomic ripple effects in the winning nation. Argentina's victory in

December 2022 came during a severe economic crisis -- the country was experiencing 100%+ annual

inflation and severe currency controls. The $42M AFA prize, while modest in global football terms,

represented significant hard-currency income for an association operating in a depreciating currency

environment. For Argentina's players, whose club wages are paid in Euros and pounds, the prize money

distribution was less impactful individually, but the national morale effect was incalculable. The global

economy context for these macroeconomic dimensions is in our global economy analysis.
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Saudi Arabia beating Argentina 2-1 in the group stage generated approximately $400M in global media

value for Saudi football -- far exceeding their $9M prize. The Saudi Football Federation used the 2022

World Cup as a launchpad for the Saudi Pro League's ambitious transformation into a global destination for

superstar players. Cristiano Ronaldo, Karim Benzema, and Neymar all joined the Saudi Pro League within 12

months of the Qatar 2022 World Cup. The prize money was the starting pistol for a much larger investment

story.

Women's World Cup prize money for comparison: the 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup in Australia and New

Zealand offered $60 million total -- compared to the men's $440M in 2022. This is a 7.3x gap that FIFA has

committed to closing. The 2027 Women's World Cup prize pool has been announced at $200M+ -- a

significant step, but still far below the men's equivalent. Female players and advocates argue the disparity

reflects structural inequity in FIFA's commercial prioritisation. The social media ad spend context for

brands activating across both tournaments is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

The 2022 World Cup prize money distribution confirmed two structural trends that will continue in 2026:

first, that UEFA and CONMEBOL will receive the majority of prize money due to their teams consistently

advancing deepest in the tournament; second, that the minimum prize for qualifying nations will continue to

grow as FIFA's commercial revenues expand. The 2026 World Cup champion will earn $50M -- a 19%

increase on Argentina's $42M -- while the group stage minimum stays the same at $9M, showing FIFA is

prioritising performance rewards at the top end. The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss

prize money and results are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Distribution - Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money all 32 teams total by group stage knockout stage distribution million

USD Total Prize Money Paid by Round - World Cup 2022 (Million USD) Group stage (16 teams x $9M):

$144M. Round of 16 (8 x $13M): $104M. Quarterfinals (4 x $17M): $68M. Top 4 (champion + runner-up +

3rd + 4th): $124M. Total: $440M. Source: FIFA official April 2022. $440Mtotal distributed

$440MTotal Prize Pool - Up $40M (+10%) From Russia 2018's $400M32 teams shared $440M. Minimum:

$9M (group exit). Maximum: $42M (champion). Every team also received $1.5M preparation fee before the

tournament. Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago December 2022. $42MArgentina - Champion

Prize, Record at the Time, Now Exceeded by 2026's $50MArgentina won 2022's record prize, beating

France in a penalty shootout. The $42M went to AFA, who distributed approximately $250-350K per
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player. Messi's personal commercial value increase from winning was estimated at $700M+. Source: FIFA,

WorldCupRadar December 2022. $25MMorocco - 4th Place, First African Semi-Finalist, Most Lucrative

African WC RunMorocco's $25M was approximately 5x their annual federation budget. They beat Spain

and Portugal en route to the semi-final. Combined with CBP payments for their players' clubs and

commercial uplift, Morocco's total World Cup financial benefit was estimated at $40-50M. Source: FIFA,

WorldCupRadar. $9MGroup Stage Minimum - Germany, Belgium, Mexico All Earned Same as Saudi

Arabia16 teams received $9M at the group stage - including Germany (#2 ranked), Belgium (#5 ranked),

and Mexico (co-host of 2026). Saudi Arabia, who memorably beat Argentina 2-1, also received $9M. Prize

money is purely performance-based. Source: FIFA official 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Prize Money

$42 million - the highest prize ever paid to a World Cup champion at that time. This was up $4M from

France's $38M in 2018. Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago December 2022.

$440 million - distributed among 32 teams. Up $40M (+10%) from Russia 2018. Every team received at

least $9M. Source: FIFA official April 2022.

$9 million each - 16 teams. This excludes the $1.5M preparation fee paid to every team before the

tournament. Source: FIFA official, Goal.com December 2022.

$25 million for 4th place - the most lucrative World Cup run in African football history. Morocco was the

first African nation to reach the World Cup semi-final. Source: FIFA official, WorldCupRadar.

Yes, $9 million - same as all group stage teams. Germany were ranked #2 globally but failed to advance.

Prize money is purely performance-based with no ranking adjustments. Source: FIFA official December

2022.

$30 million - $12M less than Argentina's $42M. Mbappe scored a hat-trick in the final but France lost on

penalties. Source: FIFA official, Goal.com December 2022.

$209 million paid to 440 clubs from 51 associations - compensating clubs for releasing players and

covering injury insurance. For 2026, FIFA announced $355M (+70%) in club benefits. Source: FIFA, Gulf

News 2024.

2026 total: $655M (+49% vs 2022). Champion: $50M vs $42M (+19%). The 2026 expansion to 48 teams

adds a new Round of 32 stage ($11M per team). Every stage pays more in 2026. Source: FIFA official

December 2024.
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Champion $42M + Runner-up $30M + 3rd $27M + 4th $25M + 4 QF teams x $17M (=$68M) + 8 R16

teams x $13M (=$104M) + 16 group teams x $9M (=$144M) = $440M total. Group stage received the

largest single block at $144M (32.7%). Source: FIFA official April 2022.

Yes - Qatar received $9 million as a group stage team, same as all other group exit teams. Host nations

are not exempt from performance-based prize rules. Qatar finished last in Group A with 0 points. Source:

FIFA official 2022.

Sources

Statista - Prize Money Distribution at the FIFA World Cup in 2022 - Primary source. Chart citing FIFA official

April 2022 data. Stage-by-stage breakdown confirmed. +-0%.

NBC Sports - World Cup Prize Money Table 2022 - Source for $440M total, $1.5M preparation fee, stage

breakdown confirmation.

Goal.com - World Cup 2022 Prize Money: Full Breakdown - Source for stage-by-stage prizes, preparation

fee details, historical context.

WorldCupRadar - FIFA World Cup Prize Money Analysis - Source for confederation totals, Morocco record,

CBP details, per-player distribution estimates.

Gulf News - FIFA Announces $355M Club Benefit Scheme for 2026 - Source for CBP history: 2022 $209M

to 440 clubs from 51 associations. 2026 increase to $355M.

All prize money figures from FIFA official announcement April 2022. Does not include $1.5M preparation

fee paid to every team before the tournament. Club Benefit Programme ($209M) is separate from prize

pool. Confederation totals calculated from FIFA official stage prizes x number of teams per confederation.

All figures in million USD. Not investment advice.

FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Money Distribution – $440M Total, $42M for Argentina
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA World Cup: total prize pool 2002-2026
Updated May 26, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-prize-pot

$655M
TOTAL 2026 PRIZE POOL - 50% UP

FROM QATAR 2022

$50M
CHAMPION PRIZE 2026 - ALL-TIME

RECORD

$9M
GROUP STAGE MINIMUM - EVERY TEAM

GUARANTEED

$40M
TOTAL PRIZE POOL 2002 - 1,538%

GROWTH IN 24 YEARS

$727M
TOTAL FUND INCL. PREP BONUSES AND

CLUB BENEFITS

$215M
INCREASE VS QATAR 2022 - BIGGEST

JUMP IN HISTORY

Overview

Total prize fund for the FIFA World Cup from 2002 to 2026

FIFA announced in December 2024 that the 2026 World Cup will distribute $655 million in prize money to

48 participating nations - $50 million to the champion, down to $9 million for group stage exits. This is a

50% increase on Qatar 2022's $440 million. The expanded 48-team format, the US commercial premium,

and FIFA's in-house hospitality strategy all contributed to the record fund.

The $727 million total fund (including preparation bonuses and the Club Benefit Programme) is the largest

in World Cup history. The match distribution context for the 104-match tournament generating this revenue

is in our World Cup 2026 matches by city and country analysis.

The expanded 48-team format creates a new stage (Round of 32) that adds $176 million in payouts - the

largest single-stage payout block. Every team that advances beyond the group stage earns a minimum of

$11 million. With 104 matches generating an estimated $3.1B in ticket revenue alone, FIFA has the

commercial foundation to sustain and grow prize money beyond 2026.

Prize Pool History

$40M (2002) to $655M (2026) - 1,538% Growth in 24 Years

FIFA World Cup total prize pool 2002 to 2026 - million USD - official FIFA figures FIFA World Cup Total

Prize Pool - 2002 to 2026 (Million USD) 2002: $40M. 2006: $266M. 2010: $420M. 2014: $576M. 2018:

$400M. 2022: $440M. 2026: $655M. Sources: Statista, FIFA official. +-2-5%. $655M2026 - record

FIFA World Cup Total Prize Pool 2002-2026 — $40M to $655M
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Total prize pool (million USD) 2018 - accounting methodology change

Two anomalies stand out. The 2006 spike from $40M to $266M (+565%) reflects FIFA's prize money

reform. The 2018 dip to $400M vs 2014's $576M was an accounting methodology change - preparation

money and club benefits were separated from the headline prize figure. Individual team payouts actually

increased in 2018.

FIFA World Cup Prize Pool - Complete Data 2002 to 2026 Click to sort

YEAR HOST TOTAL POOL ($M) WINNER ($M) RUNNER-UP ($M) GROUP EXIT ($M) TEAMS

2002 Japan/Korea $40M $8M $5M $1M 32

2006 Germany $266M $20M $15M $5M 32

2010 South Africa $420M $30M $24M $8M 32

2014 Brazil $576M $35M $25M $8M 32

2018 Russia $400M $38M $28M $8M 32

2022 Qatar $440M $42M $30M $9M 32

2026 USA/MEX/CAN $655M $50M $33M $9M 48

Sources: Statista citing FIFA/totalsportal.com (2002-2022). 2026: FIFA official December 2024. 2018 lower

than 2014 due to accounting methodology change only. +-2-5%.

Winner Prize Growth

$8M (2002) to $50M (2026) - Champion Prize Up 525%

FIFA World Cup winner prize money 2002 to 2026 - million USD World Cup Champion Prize - 2002 to 2026

(Million USD) 2002: $8M. 2006: $20M. 2010: $30M. 2014: $35M. 2018: $38M. 2022: $42M. 2026: $50M.

Source: FIFA official. +-2-5%. $50M2026 winner +525%vs 2002

Argentina earned $42M for winning Qatar 2022 - the current record held by a champion. The 2026 winner

at $50M earns +$8M more. Key context: the entire 2002 prize pool ($40M) was less than the 2022

winner's prize alone ($42M).

The 48 teams competing for this prize are broken down by confederation in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.
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2026 Stage Breakdown

$50M Champion to $9M Group Exit - Full 2026 Prize by Stage

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize money by stage - million USD per team - FIFA official December 2024 World

Cup 2026 Prize Money by Stage (Million USD Per Team) Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M.

4th: $27M. QF: $19M. R16: $15M. R32: $11M (NEW). Group: $9M. Source: FIFA December 2024.

$50MChampion - record

Prize per team at this stage ($M) Round of 32 - new stage in 2026 World Cup 2026 - Full Prize Breakdown

by Stage (FIFA Official, December 2024)

STAGE PER TEAM TEAMS TOTAL PAYOUT VS 2022

Champion $50M 1 $50M +$8M (+19%)

Runner-up $33M 1 $33M +$3M (+10%)

3rd Place $29M 1 $29M +$2M (+7%)

4th Place $27M 1 $27M +$2M (+8%)

Quarterfinal (5th-8th) $19M 4 $76M +$2M (+12%)

Round of 16 (9th-16th) $15M 8 $120M +$2M (+15%)

Round of 32 (17th-32nd) $11M 16 $176M NEW in 2026

Group Stage (33rd-48th) $9M 16 $144M Same as 2022

TOTAL $655M 48 $655M +$215M (+49%)

Source: FIFA official announcement December 2024. Round of 32 is NEW in 2026 (48-team expansion). 16

teams x $11M = $176M - largest single-stage payout block. Group stage = 33rd-48th place.

The new Round of 32 block (16 teams x $11M = $176M) is the single largest payout in the 2026 structure. It

is a direct result of the 48-team expansion creating an extra knockout round. Every team that wins even

one knockout match earns $11M minimum.

2022 vs 2026 Comparison

FIFA World Cup Total Prize Pool 2002-2026 — $40M to $655M
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$440M vs $655M - Qatar 2022 and USA 2026 Side by Side

FIFA World Cup prize pool comparison 2022 vs 2026 by stage - million USD per team Prize Per Team by

Stage - Qatar 2022 vs USA 2026 (Million USD) Champion: $42M (2022) vs $50M (2026). Group exit: $9M

both. R32 is new in 2026 (pink). All other stages +$2-3M per team. Source: FIFA official. +-2-5%.

+$215M2026 vs 2022

Qatar 2022 USA 2026 New in 2026 only

The $215M increase comes from three factors: 16 extra teams at $9-11M each, higher individual stage

payouts (+$2-8M), and the US commercial premium. FIFA's projected $10.9B cycle revenue makes the

$655M pool approximately 6% of total income.

Prize Distribution

Group Stage 22%, Round of 32 27%, Winner 7.6% - How $655M Is Split

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize pool distribution by stage - percentage share of $655M total 2026 Prize

Distribution - Share of $655M by Stage Group Group stage: $144M (22%). R32: $176M (27%). R16: $120M

(18%). QF: $76M (12%). SF+3rd+4th: $85M (13%). Final: $83M (13%). Source: FIFA December 2024.

7.6%Winner's share 49%Early exits share

$50MChampion - Record Prize, Up From $42M (2022) and $8M (2002)MetLife Stadium, July 19, 2026.

Argentina earned $42M in 2022. Italy earned $2.2M in 1982. The winner's prize grew 2,173% from 1982 to

2026. Source: FIFA December 2024. $176MRound of 32 Block - 16 Teams x $11M - Biggest Single Stage

PayoutNew stage created by the 48-team expansion. Did not exist in 2022. The largest individual stage

payout in the entire 2026 prize structure. Source: FIFA December 2024. $727MTotal Fund - $655M +

Preparation Bonuses + Club Benefits ($209M in 2022)Full fund including preparation money and Club

Benefit Programme: ~$727M. CBP alone paid $209M in 2022, compensating clubs releasing players to

national teams. Source: FIFA, goaltheball.com. 1,538%Prize Pool Growth - $40M (2002) to $655M (2026)

in 24 YearsMirrors FIFA's broadcast revenue explosion: ~$1.2B per cycle (2002) to $10.9B (2026). Prize

pool as % of FIFA revenue stays around 6%. Source: Statista, FIFA.

Revenue Context
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$655M vs $10.9B - Prize is 6% of FIFA Revenue, Club World Cup Pays More

FIFA World Cup prize pool vs FIFA total cycle revenue 2002 to 2026 - dual axis comparison Prize Pool vs

FIFA Cycle Revenue - 2002 to 2026 (Dual Axis) Green = FIFA cycle revenue ($B, left). Gold = prize pool

($M, right). 2026: $10.9B revenue vs $655M pool = 6% share. Source: FIFA Publications, WorldCupRadar.

6%Prize as % of revenue

FIFA cycle revenue ($B) Prize pool ($M) World Cup 2026 vs FIFA Club World Cup 2025 - Prize Comparison

TOURNAMENT TOTAL PRIZE POOL WINNER PRIZE TEAMS WINNER

FIFA World Cup 2026 $655M $50M 48 TBD - July 19

FIFA Club World Cup 2025 $1,000M $125M 32 Chelsea (USA)

Difference CWC +$345M (+53%) CWC +$75M (+150%) WC +16 teams -

FIFA Club World Cup 2025 ($1B total, $125M winner) paid 52% more than the World Cup ($655M) despite

far smaller global audiences. Chelsea received $125M - 2.5x the World Cup champion's $50M. Source: Al

Jazeera, BBC Sport 2025.

Critics note national team players generating FIFA's $10.9B revenue receive only 6% ($655M) as prize

money, while club players at the expanded Club World Cup received $1B from a much smaller revenue

base. This disparity fuels ongoing debate about national team player compensation.

Historical Winners

$2.2M Italy (1982) to $50M in 2026 - Every Champion's Prize on Record

FIFA World Cup Champion Prize Money - Historical (1982-2026)

YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP WINNER PRIZE TOTAL POOL

1982 Italy West Germany $2.2M ~$20M

1986 Argentina West Germany $3M ~$25M

1990 West Germany Argentina $4M ~$30M

1994 Brazil Italy $6M ~$35M

1998 France Brazil $6M ~$30M
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2002 Brazil Germany $8M $40M

2006 Italy France $20M $266M

2010 Spain Netherlands $30M $420M

2014 Germany Argentina $35M $576M

2018 France Croatia $38M $400M

2022 Argentina France $42M $440M

2026 TBD - July 19 TBD $50M $655M

Sources: WorldCupRadar, Statista, FIFA official records. Pre-2002 figures approximate. 2018 lower than

2014 due to accounting methodology change. +-5-10% on pre-2002 estimates.

France is unique - winning twice (1998, 2018) and losing twice as runner-up (2006, 2022). Four finals in 24

years. Argentina (3 World Cup wins: 1978, 1986, 2022) and Germany (4 wins: 1954, 1974, 1990, 2014) are

the only teams with more total winners' prizes than France in this period.

The 2026 final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium will determine the next champion. Spain (20% betting

probability), France (18%), and England (14%) are the top three favorites. The full odds breakdown is in our

World Cup winner odds analysis.

How Prizes Are Paid

To the Football Association, Not Players Directly - How Prize Money Flows

To the FAPrize Paid to National Football Association - Player Share Decided DomesticallyFIFA pays prize

money directly to the national football association (e.g. AFA for Argentina, FA for England). How much

individual players receive is decided by each association. Player shares typically range from 30-70% of the

total. ~$1.3MEstimated Per-Player Share if Champion - Based on 26-Man Squad and 60% DistributionIf a

26-man squad receives 60% of $50M = $30M split 26 ways = ~$1.15M per player. Argentina's 2022 squad

reportedly received approximately $250-350K each (lower distribution %). Source: WorldCupRadar

estimates. $209MClub Benefit Programme 2022 - Compensating Clubs for Releasing PlayersClubs from 6

confederations received $209M in 2022 through FIFA's Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - compensating

them for releasing players to national teams and covering injury insurance. CBP is separate from the

$440M prize pool. Source: FIFA Publications.
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Prize money is just one component of World Cup financial benefits. Shirt sales spike globally during

tournaments - Argentina's jersey reportedly sold out worldwide after the 2022 final. Sponsor bonuses from

kit manufacturers (Adidas, Nike) can equal or exceed prize money for top national teams.

Individual players do not receive prize money during the tournament. Payments flow: FIFA pays FA, FA

distributes to players after the tournament per its internal CBA. Top associations (Germany, France,

England) have transparent frameworks. Smaller associations may share as little as 20-30% with players.

Future Projections

2030 and 2034 - Will the World Cup Prize Pool Hit $1 Billion?

World Cup Prize Pool - Historical and Projected (2002-2034)

YEAR HOST TOTAL POOL WINNER TEAMS NOTES

2022 Qatar $440M $42M 32 Last 32-team WC

2026 USA/MEX/CAN $655M $50M 48 Official FIFA Dec 2024

2030 MAR/ESP/POR ~$975M ~$70-80M 48 Projected (+49% rate)

2034 Saudi Arabia ~$1.3B ~$100M+ 48 Projected - 1st $1B WC?

2030 and 2034 figures are projections based on historical growth rates. Not official FIFA figures. +-20-

30% on projections. Source: WorldCupRadar, industry analysis.

If the prize pool grows at the 2022-to-2026 rate (+49%) again from 2026 to 2030, the 2030 World Cup

prize pool could reach approximately $975 million. The 2030 tournament hosts Morocco, Spain, Portugal

plus centenary matches in Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay.

Saudi Arabia's 2034 World Cup could see the prize pool cross $1 billion for the first time - potentially

matching the FIFA Club World Cup 2025's $1B pool. FIFA's commercial revenue for the 2031-2034 cycle is

projected to exceed $12-15 billion, making a $1B+ prize pool feasible at approximately 7-8% of cycle

revenue.

FIFPRO (FIFA Players Association) has lobbied for a guaranteed minimum percentage of FIFA's World Cup

revenue - similar to NBA (51% of BRI to players) and NFL (48%) CBA structures. If a similar 48% structure

applied to FIFA's $10.9B cycle revenue, player-directed payments would reach ~$5 billion - far exceeding

the current $655M prize pool. This debate will intensify as player power grows in international football.
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The global economy context for the commercial negotiations driving future prize growth is in our global

economy analysis. Broadcasting rights for the 2027-2030 cycle will be negotiated from 2025 onwards -

with streaming platforms (Amazon, Apple TV+, YouTube) entering the bidding. Every $1 billion increase in

FIFA broadcast rights drives approximately $50-70M more in prize money at current distribution rates.

Prize Pool Economics

What $655M Means - Economic Impact Beyond the Trophy

For small nations, even a group-stage exit at the 2026 World Cup generates life-changing revenue. Cape

Verde (population 600,000) earning $9 million exceeds their entire national football development budget by

approximately 3-5x. Haiti's $9 million group stage prize, combined with the sponsorship, broadcasting, and

commercial uplift, could fund their football federation for 5-7 years.

For the 16 nations that win at least one knockout match (advancing to the Round of 32), the $11 million prize

is 22% larger than the group stage payment. The incremental $2 million between group exit and Round of

32 creates enormous pressure on every group stage match - even a draw in the third group game can

mean millions of dollars of difference.

Cape Verde$9M Group Exit Prize = 3-5x Their Annual Football Development BudgetFor small nations, the

minimum $9M prize is transformational. Cape Verde's entire football federation budget is estimated at $1.5-

3M annually. A group stage exit alone funds their programme for years. The broader financial ecosystem

around World Cup qualification -- including commercial uplift, shirt sales increases, and government sports

funding triggered by the achievement -- multiplies the $9M prize several times in total economic impact.

Source: CAF, World Bank. $2M GapGroup Exit ($9M) vs Round of 32 ($11M) - Every Win Matters

FinanciallyThe $2M difference between group exit and advancing to the Round of 32 creates significant

financial pressure. For smaller nations, this gap can fund a player development academy for 2-3 years.

Source: FIFA December 2024. Club Benefit Programme

$209M Paid to Clubs in 2022 - The Hidden Financial Layer Beyond the Prize

Pool

FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - 2010 to 2026 (Total Paid to Clubs)

YEAR CBP TOTAL ($M) CLUBS BENEFITING PER PLAYER RELEASED PRIZE POOL ($M)

2010 $40M 735 ~$55K $420M
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2014 $70M 765 ~$91K $576M

2018 $134M 763 ~$176K $400M

2022 $209M 837 ~$250K $440M

2026 (proj) ~$300M 900+ ~$333K $655M

Source: FIFA Publications (Annual Report 2022). CBP pays clubs for each player released to national teams

(approximately 45 days pre-tournament). Also includes Club Protection Programme covering player injuries

during international duty. 2026 figure projected. +-10-15%.

The Club Benefit Programme (CBP) has grown faster than the prize pool itself - from $40M in 2010 to

$209M in 2022 (+423%). This reflects the growing leverage of European club football over FIFA, as clubs

threatened to withhold players unless adequately compensated for their absence. The CBP essentially

acknowledges that clubs are co-producers of the World Cup's commercial value.

For the top clubs (Real Madrid, Manchester City, Barcelona, PSG), releasing 5-8 players for 6-7 weeks

during the World Cup represents a significant operational disruption. If all 5 Real Madrid players in the final

squad were included, Real Madrid could receive approximately $1.25 million from the CBP - plus the

commercial benefit of having their players visible on the world stage, which far exceeds any direct

payment.

Preparation Money

$10,000 per Player per Day - FIFA's Pre-Tournament Preparation

Payments

FIFA World Cup preparation allowance per team 2002 to 2026 — estimated million USD FIFA Preparation

Allowance Per Team — 2002 to 2026 (Est. Million USD) 2002: ~$2M. 2006: ~$3M. 2010: ~$4M. 2014:

~$5M. 2018: ~$6M. 2022: ~$7M. 2026: ~$7.8M (26-man squad x 30 days x $10K). Sources: FIFA,

goaltheball.com estimates. +-10-15%. $7.8M2026 per team

Preparation allowance per team (million USD, estimated)

Beyond the prize pool and CBP, FIFA pays each of the 48 qualified national football associations a

preparation allowance - approximately $10,000 per squad player per day during an official pre-tournament

preparation period. For a 26-man squad with a 30-day preparation window, this amounts to approximately

$7.8 million per team.
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This preparation money is included in the $727M total fund figure. It ensures that even the smallest, least

commercially viable national teams can fund proper pre-tournament camps, travel, accommodation, and

training without relying entirely on their domestic federation budget. For many developing football nations,

this preparation money is the difference between arriving at the World Cup properly prepared versus

arriving unprepared.

The combination of prize money ($9-50M), preparation allowances (~$7.8M), and Club Benefit Programme

(allocated to their clubs) means the total financial ecosystem around a World Cup participation is far larger

than the prize pool headline figure suggests. A group stage team effectively accesses approximately $17-

20M in total FIFA financial support for the tournament cycle. The social media platforms where fans track

these financial developments are in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

The total $727M fund requires FIFA to generate sufficient commercial revenue to cover all payments. With

a projected $10.9B cycle revenue, the $727M total fund (including all programs) represents approximately

6.7% of total income - a proportion that FIFA's commercial partners and national associations continue to

negotiate ahead of each tournament cycle. The daily social media usage context for how fans engage with

financial discussions about the World Cup is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Player Earnings Beyond Prize Money

Shirt Sales, Sponsor Bonuses, Image Rights - What Players Actually Earn

estimated earnings per player World Cup 2026 — prize share vs kit bonuses vs image rights — thousand

USD Estimated Player Earnings Beyond Prize — World Cup 2026 (Thousand USD) Prize share (champion,

60% pool / 26 men): ~$1,150K. Kit manufacturer goals bonus (5 goals): ~$400K. Tournament image rights

uplift: ~$200K. Endorsement activation: ~$150K. Total top-end estimate: ~$1,900K. Source:

WorldCupRadar estimates, industry reports. +-30-50%. $1.9MTop earner est. $350KGroup exit est.

Prize money is only one financial dimension of a World Cup for players. Argentina's squad reportedly

earned approximately $250-350K each from the $42M 2022 prize. But the commercial windfall from

Argentina winning was far larger: Adidas (Argentina's kit manufacturer) saw jersey sales explode globally,

with Messi jerseys selling out repeatedly. Adidas has a multi-year partnership with AFA that includes

performance bonuses.

Individual player image rights and endorsement income spikes dramatically during and after a World Cup.

Kylian Mbappe (France), who scored a hat-trick in the 2022 final losing effort, reportedly saw his

commercial value increase by 20-30% post-tournament despite not winning. Lamine Yamal (Spain, 17) at
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the 2026 World Cup will almost certainly emerge as the tournament's most commercially valuable young

player regardless of result.

Nike and Adidas pay significant performance bonuses to their sponsored players for World Cup milestones.

Sources report that top Nike-sponsored players earn $50,000-$100,000 per goal scored at the World Cup,

with additional bonuses for tournament progression. For a player scoring 5 goals and reaching the final, kit

manufacturer bonuses alone could reach $500,000-1,000,000 - comparable to or exceeding the prize

money distributed by their national association.

The social media ad spend context for brands activating around these World Cup players is in our social

media ad spend worldwide analysis. FIFA World Cup sponsorship activation budgets typically run 3-5x the

sponsorship fee itself - meaning FIFA's $500M+ in sponsorship revenue generates $1.5-2.5B in total brand

spending in the World Cup ecosystem.

For hosts (USA, Mexico, Canada), the prize pool is irrelevant - they qualify automatically and will earn at

minimum $9M each at group stage, potentially much more. What matters commercially to host nations is

the $6.4B in projected US tourist spending, the 78 matches on US soil generating ticket revenue, and the

long-term infrastructure value of NFL stadium upgrades funded or catalysed by World Cup requirements.

The investment budget context for host nation spending is in our FIFA investment budget analysis.

FIFA World Cup prize pool growth drivers 2022 to 2026 — contribution by factor — million USD What

Drove the $215M Prize Pool Increase — 2022 to 2026 (Million USD) Extra 16 teams (group exit $9M x 16):

$144M. New R32 stage (16 x $11M): $176M. Higher stage payouts (+$2-8M per stage): $65M. But: 32-team

era payouts removed (-$170M). Net increase: +$215M. Source: FIFA December 2024 calculation. +-5%.

+$215MNet increase

The prize pool trajectory from 2002 to 2026 ($40M to $655M, +1,538%) is one of the clearest illustrations

of FIFA's commercialisation over 24 years. The shift from outsourcing (hospitality, ticketing) to direct

ownership, the expansion to 48 teams adding commercial scale, and the US market premium have

collectively created the conditions for a prize pool that was unimaginable in 2002. The 48 teams receiving

a share of this record fund are listed in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

The prize pool has a direct effect on how national football associations invest in youth development.

Associations that reach the quarterfinals or beyond ($19-50M) frequently announce post-tournament

investment plans for coaching education, youth academies, and facility upgrades. Japan's national

federation announced a 5-year development plan after their 2022 Round of 16 exit ($13M prize). Their

$15M Round of 16 prize in 2026 (if they advance, which they are favoured to do as the first team to qualify
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globally) would accelerate that plan further.

FIFA's prize pool transparency has improved significantly since 2010. Before 2006, FIFA did not publicly

disclose the prize pool breakdown by stage. The shift to full public disclosure reflects FIFA's governance

reforms following the Sepp Blatter-era corruption scandals, with the Infantino administration committing to

financial transparency as a core governance principle. Each edition's prize pool is now announced

approximately 18 months before the tournament, giving national associations time to plan their participation

budgets accordingly.

The 2026 World Cup prize pool of $655M will be distributed across 48 nations on 6 continents in early

August 2026 - approximately two weeks after the July 19 final. Payments are wired directly to the national

football association's designated bank account. FIFA requires associations to certify that player

distributions comply with the agreed-upon squad payment plan submitted before the tournament. This is an

honour system with limited external verification, which FIFPRO has criticised as insufficient protection for

player rights. FIFPRO has called for FIFA to establish an independent audit mechanism that verifies prize

money distributions to players - a reform that could become mandatory in the 2027-2030 cycle

negotiations.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup Prize Pool - Key Statistics 2002-2026

$655M2026 Total Prize Pool - 50% Higher Than Qatar 2022, Biggest WC Fund EverFIFA officially

announced in December 2024: $655M to 48 teams. Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. Group exit: $9M.

Total fund incl. preparation bonuses and club benefit programme: $727M. Source: FIFA official December

2024. +-2-5%. $50MChampion Prize - Record, Up From $42M (Argentina 2022) and $8M (2002

Winner)The champion at MetLife Stadium, July 19, 2026 earns $50M. Italy won $2.2M in 1982. The

winner's prize grew 2,173% from 1982 to 2026, or +525% since 2002. Source: FIFA official, Statista.

$40M2002 Total Pool - Less Than Today's Winner Prize ($50M) AloneThe entire 2002 World Cup prize

pool ($40M) was less than what the 2026 champion earns alone ($50M). Today's group stage losers

collectively earn $144M - 3.6x the entire 2002 pool. Source: Statista, FIFA. 6%Prize Pool as % of FIFA

Revenue - $655M of $10.9B Projected 2023-2026 Cycle Income$655M = approximately 6% of FIFA's

projected $10.9B cycle revenue. Compare: Club World Cup $1B prize from much smaller revenue base.

Critics argue national teams are underpaid vs clubs. Source: FIFA Publications, WorldCupRadar.

FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Prize Pool

$655 million, announced by FIFA in December 2024. +50% from Qatar 2022 ($440M). Total fund including

preparation bonuses and club benefits: $727M. Source: FIFA official December 2024.

$50 million, up from $42M (Argentina 2022) and $38M (France 2018). Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. 4th:

$27M. Source: FIFA official December 2024.

$9 million each - same as 2022. 16 teams earn $9M. Teams advancing to Round of 32 receive $11M.

Source: FIFA December 2024.

$440 million total. Argentina (champion) $42M. France (runner-up) $30M. Group stage: $9M each.

+$40M from Russia 2018. Source: Statista, FIFA official 2022.

Accounting methodology change only. In 2018, preparation money and club benefits were separated from

the headline prize figure. Total player benefits actually increased. Source: Statista methodology notes.

FIFA Club World Cup 2025 had a $1 billion prize pool - 52% more than the World Cup's $655M. Chelsea

received up to $125M - 2.5x the World Cup champion's $50M. Source: Al Jazeera, BBC Sport 2025.

$40M (2002) to $655M (2026) - 1,538% growth in 24 years. Biggest single jump: 2002 to 2006 (+$226M,

+565%). Largest absolute: 2022 to 2026 (+$215M, +49%). Source: Statista, FIFA 2002-2026.

$655M prize pool + preparation bonuses paid to football associations + Club Benefit Programme

compensating clubs for releasing players (CBP was $209M in 2022). Source: FIFA official, goaltheball.com

December 2024.

Sources

AOL/AP - FIFA Announces 2026 Winner to Receive Record $50M - Primary source for 2026 prize

breakdown by stage. Official FIFA announcement December 2024.

Al Jazeera - FIFA World Cup 2026 Winners Prize Money Doubles to $50M - Source for total fund $655M,

Club World Cup comparison, FIFA president commentary.

Statista - FIFA World Cup Total Prize Pool 2002-2022 - Historical prize pool 2002-2022. Source:

totalsportal.com / FIFA. +-2-5%.

WorldCupRadar - FIFA World Cup Prize Money Analysis - Historical winner prizes, revenue context,

accounting methodology notes.
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Prize pool = total paid to national teams as prize money. Excludes preparation bonuses and club benefit

programmes unless stated as "total fund" ($727M). 2018 lower vs 2014 = accounting methodology change

only. 2026: FIFA official December 2024 announcement. All nominal USD. Not investment advice.

FIFA World Cup Total Prize Pool 2002-2026 — $40M to $655M

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 54 of 278



S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Distribution of games at the FIFA World Cup

2026, by location
Updated May 25, 2026 · businesstats.com/matches-fifa-world-cup-city-country

9
DALLAS - MOST MATCHES OF ANY CITY

(AT&T STADIUM)

78
USA MATCHES - 75% OF ALL 104 (11

HOST CITIES)

13
MEXICO MATCHES - 3 CITIES (MEXICO

CITY, GUADALAJARA, MONTERREY)

13
CANADA MATCHES - 2 CITIES

(TORONTO, VANCOUVER)

Overview

Number of matches played at the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico,

and the United States, by host city and country

The 104 FIFA World Cup 2026 matches are distributed across 16 host cities in three countries. The United

States hosts 78 matches (75%) across 11 cities, while Mexico and Canada each host 13 matches (12.5%)

across 3 and 2 cities respectively. This distribution reflects the USA's role as the primary host and its larger

stadium inventory of NFL venues. The confederation breakdown of the 48 teams playing in these cities is in

our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

Dallas leads all cities with 9 matches, followed by Atlanta with 8. New York/NJ and Los Angeles each host

8 matches including key knockout stage matches. MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ - the largest

venue at the tournament (82,500 FIFA configuration) - hosts the Final on July 19. Estadio Azteca in Mexico

City (83,000 capacity) hosts the Opening Match on June 11.

All 16 Cities Ranked

Dallas 9, Atlanta 8, New York/NJ 8, LA 8 - All 16 Cities Ranked by Matches

FIFA World Cup 2026 number of matches per host city - all 16 cities ranked World Cup 2026 Matches Per

Host City (All 16 Cities, Ranked) Dallas: 9. Atlanta: 8. New York/NJ: 8. Los Angeles: 8. Boston: 7. Houston:
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6. Kansas City: 6. Miami: 6. Vancouver: 6. Toronto: 6. Mexico City: 5. Guadalajara: 5. Philadelphia: 5.

Seattle: 5. SF Bay: 5. Monterrey: 3. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. 9Dallas - most

USA venues Mexico venues Canada venues

Dallas hosting the most matches (9) reflects AT&T Stadium's enormous capacity (92,100), retractable roof

(managing Texas summer heat), and central US location. Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz Stadium (71,000) also

has a retractable roof - a key advantage for summer matches. Mexico City's Estadio Azteca (83,000) is the

largest venue in the tournament but limited to group stage matches due to altitude concerns for later

rounds.

Full Data Table

Complete Match Distribution - All 16 Host Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 Matches by Host City and Country (FIFA Official / FOX Sports April 2026)

CITY COUNTRY STADIUM (FIFA NAME) CAPACITY MATCHES FURTHEST ROUND

Dallas USA Dallas Stadium (AT&T) 92,100 9 Semifinal

Atlanta USA Atlanta Stadium (MB) 71,000 8 Semifinal

New York/NJ USA NY NJ Stadium (MetLife) 82,500 8 FINAL

Los Angeles USA LA Stadium (SoFi) 70,240 8 Quarterfinal

Boston USA Boston Stadium (Gillette) 65,878 7 Quarterfinal

Houston USA Houston Stadium (NRG) 72,220 6 R16

Kansas City USA KC Stadium (Arrowhead) 76,416 6 Quarterfinal

Miami USA Miami Stadium (Hard Rock) 64,767 6 R32

Vancouver Canada Vancouver Stadium (BC Place) 54,500 6 R32

Toronto Canada Toronto Stadium (BMO) 45,736 6 R32

Mexico City Mexico Mexico City Stadium (Azteca) 83,000 5 Group stage only

Guadalajara Mexico Guadalajara Stadium (Akron) 49,850 5 Group stage only

Philadelphia USA Philadelphia Stadium (Lincoln) 69,176 5 Quarterfinal
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Seattle USA Seattle Stadium (Lumen Field) 68,740 5 R32

SF Bay Area USA SF Bay Stadium (Levi's) 68,500 5 R32

Monterrey Mexico Monterrey Stadium (BBVA) 51,858 3+ R32

Sources: FIFA official fixture list, FOX Sports April 9 2026, USA Today, KickoffAdventures. Mexico City and

Guadalajara host group stage matches only. Capacity = FIFA tournament configuration (may differ from

NFL regular season capacity). R32 = Round of 32, R16 = Round of 16.

Mexico City and Guadalajara are the only 2 of 16 cities with no knockout stage matches - limited to group

stage only. This reflects a deliberate FIFA decision to concentrate knockout matches in the US, where

larger stadium capacity and infrastructure can accommodate the higher commercial demand of elimination-

round fixtures. Mexico City's altitude (2,230 metres) also presents physical challenges for teams playing at

high intensity in knockout rounds.

By Country

USA 78 Matches (75%), Mexico 13 (12.5%), Canada 13 (12.5%)

FIFA World Cup 2026 total matches by host country - USA Mexico Canada World Cup 2026 Matches by

Host Country (104 Total) United States: 78 matches (75%). Mexico: 13 (12.5%). Canada: 13 (12.5%). USA

has 11 cities vs Mexico 3 vs Canada 2. All Final/SF/QF in USA. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures April 2026.

75%USA share

The USA's 75% share (78 of 104 matches) reflects the three-country format's design: the US was always

intended to be the primary host with Mexico and Canada as co-hosts. All semifinal, quarterfinal, and later

knockout matches are hosted in the USA. Mexico and Canada host group stage and Round of 32 matches

only.

USA - 78 Matches

Dallas 9, Atlanta 8, New York/NJ 8, LA 8 - US City Breakdown

FIFA World Cup 2026 US host city matches - all 11 US cities ranked World Cup 2026 US Host Cities -

Matches Per City (78 Total) Dallas: 9. Atlanta: 8. New York/NJ: 8. LA: 8. Boston: 7. Houston: 6. Kansas City:

6. Miami: 6. Philadelphia: 5. Seattle: 5. SF Bay: 5. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. 11US host cities

78US total matches
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US Cities - Match Stage Breakdown

CITY GROUP R32 R16 QF SF FINAL TOTAL

Dallas 3 1 1 1 1 - 9

Atlanta 5 1 1 - 1 - 8

New York/NJ 3 1 1 - 1 1 8

Los Angeles 4 1 1 1 - - 8

Boston 5 1 - 1 - - 7

Houston 3 1 1 - - - 6

Kansas City 3 1 - 1 - - 6

Miami 3 1 - - - - 6

Philadelphia 3 1 - 1 - - 5

Seattle 3 1 - - - - 5

SF Bay Area 3 1 - - - - 5

Dallas and Atlanta both host semifinals, making them the two most prestigious US venues after MetLife.

New York/NJ hosting the Final adds to its 3 group matches + R32 + R16 + SF for a total of 8. Notably,

Boston and Atlanta each have 5 group-stage matches - the most group-stage matches of any US city -

meaning fans there get more variety of teams without needing to travel.

Mexico - 13 Matches

Mexico City 5, Guadalajara 5, Monterrey 3 - Mexico Hosts Group Stage Only

Mexico City5 Group Matches - Estadio Azteca (83,000) Hosts Tournament Opener June 11Mexico vs South

Africa opens the 2026 World Cup at Azteca on June 11. Group stage only - no knockout matches due to

altitude (2,230m) and infrastructure concerns. Azteca is hosting its third World Cup (1970, 1986, 2026).

Guadalajara5 Group Matches - Estadio Akron (49,850) - Only City with Zero Knockout MatchesGuadalajara

is one of only 2 cities in the entire tournament with no knockout stage matches (along with Mexico City).

Group stage only. Monterrey3 Group + 1 Round of 32 - Hottest Venue at 90-97F in JuneBBVA Stadium

(51,858) is the hottest open-air venue at 90-97F (32-36C) in June. Monterrey hosts the fewest group stage

matches (3) of any city plus one Round of 32 match.
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Mexico becomes the first country to host the men's FIFA World Cup three times (1970, 1986, 2026).

Despite its historic football culture, Mexico's three host cities are limited to group-stage matches and at

most one Round of 32 fixture. This reflects both altitude challenges and FIFA's decision to concentrate

knockout rounds in larger-capacity US venues. The FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics context is in our FIFA

World Cup 2026 analysis.

Canada - 13 Matches

Vancouver 6, Toronto 6 - Canada Hosts Group Stage Plus Round of 32

World Cup 2026 Mexico and Canada host city matches comparison - 5 cities Mexico and Canada Host

Cities - Matches Comparison Mexico City: 5. Guadalajara: 5. Vancouver: 6. Toronto: 6. Monterrey: 3.

Mexico + Canada combined: 26 matches (25%). All are limited to group stage and R32. Source: FIFA, FOX

Sports April 2026. 13+13Mexico + Canada

Mexico cities Canada cities

Vancouver's BC Place (54,500) and Toronto's BMO Field (45,736) each host 6 matches - 5 group stage

plus one Round of 32. Toronto's BMO Field is the smallest venue in the tournament (45,736 capacity) but

was selected for its retractable roof and proximity to downtown Toronto's fan infrastructure. Canada's

involvement marks their first World Cup co-hosting role. The host city distribution context is in our FIFA

World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

Knockout Stage Distribution

All Finals and Semis in USA - Knockout Stage Entirely in American Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 Knockout Stage Matches by Host City

ROUND MATCHES HOST CITIES COUNTRY

Group Stage (36) 36 All 16 cities USA, Mexico, Canada

Round of 32 16 All 16 cities (1 each) USA, Mexico, Canada

Round of 16 8 Dallas, Atlanta, NY/NJ, LA, Boston, Houston USA only

Quarterfinals (4) 4 Los Angeles, Boston, Kansas City, Philadelphia USA only

Semifinals (2) 2 Dallas, Atlanta USA only
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3rd Place Match 1 Miami USA only

FINAL 1 New York/New Jersey (MetLife) USA only

From the Round of 16 onwards, every single match is played in the United States. Mexico and Canada both

participate in the Round of 32 but no later. This structure means that for any team making deep runs, all

their critical matches from the Round of 16 onward will be played in American stadiums with American

crowds.

The Miami Hard Rock Stadium (64,767) hosts the Third-Place Match - an interesting assignment for a

venue that won't be in the semifinal or final picture but still gets a high-profile late-tournament fixture. The

tourism impact of fans traveling to these knockout cities is in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Stadium Comparison

92,100 (Dallas) to 45,736 (Toronto) - Stadium Capacities Across All 16

Venues

FIFA World Cup 2026 host stadium capacity by city - all 16 venues ranked World Cup 2026 Host Stadium

Capacities (FIFA Configuration) AT&T Dallas: 92,100. Azteca Mexico City: 83,000. MetLife NY/NJ: 82,500.

NRG Houston: 72,220. Arrowhead KC: 76,416. SoFi LA: 70,240. MB Atlanta: 71,000. Lincoln Philly: 69,176.

Lumen Seattle: 68,740. Levis SF: 68,500. Source: FIFA, venue records. 92,100AT&T Stadium - largest

USA Mexico Canada

AT&T Stadium in Dallas (92,100) is the largest venue despite Azteca (83,000) being technically larger in

standard configuration - FIFA adjusts capacities for camera positions, media sections, and VIP hospitality.

Toronto's BMO Field (45,736) is the smallest but was selected for its retractable roof, downtown location,

and robust MLS fan infrastructure.

Four venues have retractable roofs to manage summer heat: AT&T Stadium (Dallas), Mercedes-Benz

Stadium (Atlanta), NRG Stadium (Houston), and BC Place (Vancouver). This was a deliberate selection

criterion as FIFA scheduled matches in open-air venues like Monterrey in the evening to avoid peak

afternoon heat of 90-97F (32-36C). The total attendance projection across 104 matches is approximately

6.5 million. The hosting cost context for these venues is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis.

Geographic Distribution

Distribution of Games at FIFA World Cup 2026 by Location – All 16 Host Cities

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 60 of 278



Northeast, Southeast, South, West, Midwest - Regional Balance Across the

USA

US Host Cities by Region - Matches and Key Facts

US REGION CITIES MATCHES KEY VENUE FURTHEST STAGE

Northeast New York/NJ, Boston, Philadelphia 20 MetLife (Final) Final

Southeast Atlanta, Miami 14 Mercedes-Benz Semifinal

South/Southwest Dallas, Houston 15 AT&T Stadium Semifinal

West Coast Los Angeles, SF Bay, Seattle 18 SoFi Stadium Quarterfinal

Midwest Kansas City 6 Arrowhead Quarterfinal

The Northeast (20 matches) and South/Southwest (15 matches) are the most match-heavy US regions. The

West Coast (18 matches across LA, SF Bay, Seattle) generates the highest commercial value due to the

large Hispanic fanbase in Southern California and the concentration of tech and entertainment industry

sponsors. The social media statistics context for fans in these regions is in our social media statistics and

facts analysis.

The FIFA fixture selection process balanced several competing factors: maximizing stadium capacity

(favoring large NFL stadiums), minimizing team travel distances between group stage matches, ensuring

geographic diversity across the US, managing summer heat, and placing the highest-value matches

(semifinal, final) in the largest markets (New York, Dallas, Atlanta). New York's media market size was the

decisive factor in its Final selection.

Eight of the 11 US host cities previously hosted matches at the 1994 World Cup - reconnecting with the

legacy of America's first World Cup that generated 3.59 million attendance (the highest per-match average

in tournament history) - giving the 2026 tournament a nostalgic dimension for fans who attended 32 years

earlier. The exceptions are Seattle, SF Bay Area, and Kansas City, which are new additions to the World

Cup hosting roster. All three were selected based on the construction or renovation of NFL-standard

venues in the intervening decades. The World Cup 2026 winner odds context for which teams will compete

in these stadiums is in our World Cup winner odds analysis.

The daily social media usage context for fans planning their match-day experiences in these 16 cities is in

our daily social media usage worldwide analysis. Social media activity spikes dramatically in each host city
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on match days, with location-based posts and fan content driving enormous engagement for brands active

in those markets.

Economic Impact by Match Location

$15-20M More Per Dallas Match vs Small Venue - How Location Drives

Revenue

Match location drives significant revenue differences. A match at AT&T Stadium Dallas (92,100) generates

approximately $15-20 million more in direct matchday revenue than a match at BMO Field Toronto (45,736)

simply due to the capacity difference. Multiply this by 9 matches versus 6 matches and Dallas generates

approximately 2-3x more matchday revenue than Toronto over the full tournament.

Premium ticket prices compound the capacity effect. US venues command higher prices due to the

premium American sports market. Category 1 tickets at MetLife for the final reached $10,990. Equivalent

premium seats at Estadio Azteca for group stage matches are approximately $400-600. The per-match

revenue gap between the Final (MetLife) and a group stage match in Toronto could be 30-50x.

$3.1BProjected Total Ticket Revenue - Distributed Across 104 Matches in 16 CitiesThe USA's 78 matches at

NFL-scale stadiums with premium US pricing will account for approximately 85-90% of total ticket revenue

despite hosting 75% of matches. Source: FIFA-WTO industry estimates. $143,750MetLife Final Resale Price

Per Seat - 22x the $6,370 Face ValueThe Final's location at MetLife has driven extreme resale demand.

Group stage matches in Toronto and Mexico City see resale premiums of 2-3x face value by comparison.

Location determines resale market intensity.

The geographic spread also drives tourism distribution. Fans attending multiple matches may visit 2-3

cities, creating tourism spending across the host region. US cities that host group stage matches plus a

Round of 32 see fans stay 5-7 days on average. Cities hosting quarterfinals and beyond see fans from

eliminated national teams replaced by fans of advancing teams - creating a secondary booking wave. The

tourism impact context is in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

TV and Broadcast Impact
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FOX Gets 70 Matches, FS1 Gets 34 - How the 104 Matches Are Split by

Broadcaster

FOX Sports holds English-language broadcast rights for all 104 matches. FOX (main channel) airs 70

matches while FS1 airs 34. A record 40 matches (38%) air in prime time. Every match is available on FOX

One and FOX Sports apps via streaming. The prime-time concentration reflects FIFA and FOX's

prioritization of US audience convenience - most prime-time matches are played at US venues in Eastern

and Central time zones.

FOX Sports 2026 World Cup Broadcast Split

NETWORK MATCHES KEY MATCHES SHARE

FOX (main) 70 All finals, semis, QFs, R16, prime-time groups 67%

FS1 34 Non-prime group stage, R32 overflow 33%

Prime Time total 40 FOX 21 + FS1 19 38%

Streaming (FOX One) 104 All matches live and on-demand 100%

The Telemundo network holds Spanish-language rights - significant for a tournament hosted in North

America's largest Spanish-speaking market. Cities like Los Angeles, Houston, Miami, and Dallas all have

large Hispanic populations where Spanish-language viewership may rival or exceed English-language. The

social media ad spend context for broadcasters targeting these audiences is in our social media ad spend

worldwide analysis.

West Coast match times present a scheduling challenge. A 12 PM ET kickoff at Dallas or Atlanta

corresponds to 9 AM PT in Seattle and LA - a time when casual viewers in Pacific time zones may not tune

in. This has influenced FIFA's scheduling choices, with the most important group stage matches generally

assigned to later time slots that work across all US time zones.

The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss match schedules, city guides, and broadcast times

are in our biggest social media platforms analysis. Twitter/X, Reddit's r/worldcup, and TikTok football

content will generate hundreds of millions of engagements during the 39-day tournament window,

particularly around high-profile venues like MetLife and Azteca.

Fan Travel Guide
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Which City to Visit? - A Data-Driven Guide for World Cup Fans

Host City Comparison for Fans - Key Decision Factors

CITY MATCHES BEST FOR AVG JUNE TEMP VENUE

Dallas 9 Most matches, semifinal atmosphere 90-95F Retractable roof (AC)

Atlanta 8 Southern hospitality, semifinal 86-90F Retractable roof (AC)

New York/NJ 8 Final, global city experience 75-82F Open air, largest at 82,500

Los Angeles 8 Entertainment, beach, quarterfinal 72-78F Open air, SoFi 70,240

Boston 7 5 group matches, diverse teams 70-75F Open air, Gillette 65,878

Vancouver 6 Beautiful city, no US visa needed 65-70F Retractable roof, 54,500

Mexico City 5 History, Azteca opener, no US visa 60-68F Open air, Azteca 83,000

Kansas City 6 Best value, quarterfinal, BBQ 80-88F Open air, Arrowhead 76,416

For fans maximising their match count, Dallas (9 matches) and Atlanta (8) offer the most football without

changing cities. For perfect weather, Vancouver (65-70F average in June) and Mexico City (60-68F) are

the most comfortable. For best value, Kansas City offers strong match quality (quarterfinal included) with

lower accommodation costs than New York, LA, or Dallas.

Visa requirements add complexity to the multi-city fan experience. Matches in Toronto and Vancouver

require no US visa (Canadian visa needed). Matches in Mexico City, Guadalajara, and Monterrey require no

US visa (Mexican tourist permit needed). The 5 Canadian and Mexican cities collectively host 26 matches

for fans who want to avoid US visa requirements. The world population context for the nations represented

across these 16 cities is in our world population analysis.

World Cup 2026 host city average June temperature vs number of matches - climate vs quantity Host City

Climate vs Matches - Temperature (F) and Match Count Dallas: 9 matches / 90-95F. Atlanta: 8 / 86-90F.

Kansas City: 6 / 80-88F. NY/NJ: 8 / 75-82F. Boston: 7 / 70-75F. Vancouver: 6 / 65-70F. Mexico City: 5 /

60-68F. LA: 8 / 72-78F. Best weather = fewest matches (Vancouver, Mexico City). Most matches = hottest

venues (Dallas, Atlanta). DallasMost matches, hottest VancouverBest climate (65-70F)

For fans following specific national teams, city selection depends on group stage draw. Argentina (Group L)

play at New York/NJ, giving Argentine fans a reason to choose the eventual Final venue for their group

stage fixtures. England (Group C) play at Boston, Washington (Boston Stadium hosting their matches). USA
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(Group D) play at LA-based SoFi Stadium, giving American fans in Southern California home-city access.

The confederation breakdown context for how these groups formed is in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.

Multi-city trips are becoming the dominant fan travel pattern, with average fans planning to attend 2-3

matches in different cities. The most popular planned itinerary reported by travel agencies is group stage

matches in a Canadian or Mexican city (no US visa complications, lower cost) followed by a knockout

round match in a US city. Upgraded Points estimated a single group-stage match trip (including flights, 2

nights accommodation, ground transport, and ticket) at approximately $1,500-4,000 depending on city,

with New York, LA, and Dallas the most expensive destinations.

The global economy context for the commercial investments being made across these 16 host cities is in

our global economy analysis. Combined public and private investment in host city infrastructure, fan zones,

transport upgrades, and hospitality expansion across all 16 venues is estimated at $12 billion+ -

transforming these cities' sports infrastructure for decades beyond the 39-day tournament window.

FIFA's match allocation formula considers several weighted factors beyond stadium capacity: host city

infrastructure quality, transportation connectivity, accommodation supply, climate and weather risk,

security capacity, cultural significance, and TV market size. New York's designation as the Final host

reflects its #1 US TV market ranking, 82,500-seat MetLife Stadium, JFK/Newark international airport

access, and world-class hotel inventory. Dallas's 9 matches reflect its AT&T Stadium supremacy (92,100),

central time zone, retractable roof, and proven experience hosting major NFL events including 4 Super

Bowls.

The match distribution data confirms a clear philosophy: FIFA has prioritized using America's world-class

NFL infrastructure for the most commercially valuable knockout rounds, while giving Mexico and Canada

meaningful but limited roles that honor the three-nation co-hosting arrangement. The result is the most

geographically diverse - and commercially ambitious - World Cup ever hosted. With NFL stadiums

averaging 70,000+ capacity, dynamic ticket pricing generating $3.1B in projected revenue, and all the

critical knockout matches on American soil, the 2026 distribution formula maximises both the spectacle and

the commercial return for FIFA, broadcasters, and the three host nations.

Key Statistics
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World Cup 2026 Match Distribution - Key Statistics

Dallas 9Most Matches of Any City - AT&T Stadium (92,100) Hosts SemifinalDallas hosts 9 matches - most

of any city in the tournament. AT&T Stadium (92,100 capacity) is the largest in the USA. Retractable roof

manages Texas summer heat. Matches: 3 group stage + R32 + R16 + QF + SF = 9 total. Does not host the

Final. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. MetLife FinalNew York/NJ Hosts the Final July 19, 2026 -

82,500 Capacity, 8 Total MatchesMetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ hosts the Final on July 19 at 3:00

PM ET. FIFA configuration capacity: 82,500. Stadium opened 2010, home of NY Giants and NY Jets. Called

"New York New Jersey Stadium" during the tournament (branding stripped per FIFA rules). Source: FIFA

official. 78/104USA Hosts 75% of All Matches - 11 Cities, All Knockout Rounds from R16 OnwardsThe USA

hosts 78 of 104 total matches (75%). All matches from the Round of 16 onwards are played in the USA. The

3 semifinalists and final host are all US cities. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures April 2026. Azteca 3rd

Mexico City Hosts Its 3rd World Cup - Opener June 11 (Mexico vs South Africa)Estadio Azteca (83,000

capacity - largest in the tournament) hosts the opening match June 11. Mexico becomes the first country to

host the men's World Cup 3 times. Limited to group stage only due to altitude (2,230m). Source: FIFA,

ESPN. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Match Distribution

Dallas (AT&T Stadium) with 9 matches - the most of any city. Atlanta (8), New York/NJ (8), and LA (8)

follow. MetLife Stadium (NY/NJ) hosts the Final despite being tied on matches. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports.

78 of 104 matches (75%) across 11 cities. Mexico and Canada each host 13 (12.5%). All matches from

Round of 16 onwards are in the USA. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures.

MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, New Jersey (called NY NJ Stadium during the tournament). July 19,

2026 at 3:00 PM ET. Capacity: 82,500. Home of NFL's Giants and Jets. Source: FIFA official.

Estadio Azteca, Mexico City on June 11, 2026. The opening match is Mexico vs South Africa. Azteca has

83,000 capacity and is hosting its third World Cup (1970, 1986, 2026). Source: FIFA official.

Dallas (AT&T Stadium) and Atlanta (Mercedes-Benz Stadium) host the two World Cup 2026 semifinals.

New York/NJ then hosts the Final. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026.

Mexico City and Guadalajara - both limited to group stage matches only, no knockout rounds. All other 14

cities host at least one knockout match (minimum: Round of 32). Source: FIFA.
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BMO Field in Toronto (45,736) is the smallest venue. Estadio Azteca (83,000) and AT&T Stadium (92,100)

are the largest. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures.

39 days - June 11 to July 19, 2026. 104 matches. 16 host cities. 3 countries. 48 teams. Source: FIFA official.

Sources

FOX Sports / FOX News - 2026 World Cup Locations: Games, Schedule for All 16 Cities (April 9, 2026) -

Primary source for match counts and schedule by city. Full fixture list per venue.

KickoffAdventures - World Cup 2026 Schedule by City - Source for country totals (USA 78, Mexico 13,

Canada 13), quick facts, stadium capacities, and knockout round distribution.

MLS Soccer - FIFA World Cup 2026 Schedule: Every Game by City and Stadium - Source for individual

match fixtures, group assignments, and date/time information by city.

USA Today - World Cup 2026 Host Stadiums and Cities for Every Game - Source for venue details (MetLife

hosting Final, AT&T Stadium, Mercedes-Benz Stadium match counts).

Match counts based on confirmed FIFA fixture list as of April 2026. Group stage matches: 36 total (12

groups x 3 matches). Knockout matches: 16 (R32) + 8 (R16) + 4 (QF) + 2 (SF) + 1 (3rd place) + 1 (Final) =

32. Total = 104. Capacity figures are FIFA tournament configuration, which may differ from NFL regular-

season capacity. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Confederation with the most teams at the FIFA

World Cup 2026
Updated May 25, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-teams-confederations

16
UEFA (EUROPE) - MOST TEAMS, 33% OF

TOTAL FIELD

10
CAF (AFRICA) - DOUBLED FROM 5 AT

QATAR 2022

9
AFC (ASIA) - NEARLY DOUBLED FROM

4.5 AT QATAR 2022

6
CONMEBOL - 6 OF 10 SOUTH AMERICAN

NATIONS (60%)

6
CONCACAF - INCLUDING 3 CO-HOSTS

(USA, MEXICO, CANADA)

1
OFC - NEW ZEALAND, FIRST

GUARANTEED OCEANIA SPOT

Overview

Number of teams that qualified for the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada,

Mexico, and the United States, by confederation

The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first to feature 48 teams - expanded from 32 at every tournament since

1998. The expansion, approved by the FIFA Council in January 2017, was designed to give more nations

the opportunity to participate in football's premier event.

UEFA dominates with 16 teams (33%), but its share actually decreased from 41% (13 of 32 in 2022) to 33%

(16 of 48). The biggest beneficiaries of the expansion are CAF (Africa, doubled from 5 to 10) and AFC (Asia,

nearly doubled from 4.5 to 9). These confederations gained the most new slots both in absolute and

percentage terms.

Confederation Breakdown

UEFA 16, CAF 10, AFC 9, CONMEBOL 6, CONCACAF 6, OFC 1

FIFA World Cup 2026 qualified teams by confederation - number of teams per confederation World Cup

2026 Qualified Teams by Confederation (48 Total) UEFA: 16 (33%). CAF: 10 (21%). AFC: 9 (19%).

CONMEBOL: 6 (13%). CONCACAF: 6 (13%). OFC: 1 (2%). UEFA has most teams but its share dropped from

41% (2022) to 33%. Source: FIFA March 2026. 16UEFA - most
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UEFA (Europe) CAF (Africa) AFC (Asia) CONMEBOL / CONCACAF

The share distribution reveals a more balanced World Cup than any previous edition. UEFA's 33% is its

lowest share since the tournament expanded to 32 teams. Africa (21%) and Asia (19%) together account

for 40% of the field - compared to just 30% (9.5 of 32) at Qatar 2022. This reflects FIFA's stated goal of

making the tournament more globally representative.

All 48 Teams

All 48 Qualified Teams - Listed by Confederation

All 48 Qualified Teams for FIFA World Cup 2026, by Confederation (FIFA Official, March 2026)

CONFEDERATION TEAMS COUNT SHARE

UEFA (Europe) Austria, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, England,

France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden,

Switzerland, Turkey

16 33%

CAF (Africa) Algeria, Cape Verde, DR Congo, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Ghana, Morocco, Senegal,

South Africa, Tunisia

10 21%

AFC (Asia) Australia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Uzbekistan 9 19%

CONMEBOL (S.

America)

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Uruguay 6 13%

CONCACAF (N/C

America)

Canada*, Curacao, Haiti, Mexico*, Panama, United States* 6 13%

OFC (Oceania) New Zealand 1 2%

* = Co-host nation (qualified automatically). Source: FIFA official qualified teams list, March 31, 2026. Inter-

confederation playoff winners included. Erling Haaland was UEFA qualifying top scorer with 16 goals

(Norway qualified).

Notable qualifiers include Cape Verde (population just 600,000 - smallest nation at the tournament), Iraq

(returning after 38 years), and Haiti (returning after 52 years). The expanded format has created

opportunities for smaller nations that would never have qualified under the 32-team system. The FIFA

world ranking context for these teams is in our FIFA world ranking analysis.
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2022 vs 2026 Expansion

32 Teams (2022) to 48 Teams (2026) - How Each Confederation Benefited

FIFA World Cup slot allocation comparison 2022 vs 2026 by confederation - number of teams World Cup

Slots - 2022 (32 Teams) vs 2026 (48 Teams) by Confederation UEFA: 13 to 16 (+3). CAF: 5 to 10 (+5,

+100%). AFC: 4.5 to 9 (+4.5, +100%). CONMEBOL: 4.5 to 6 (+1.5). CONCACAF: 3.5 to 6 (+2.5). OFC: 0.5 to

1 (+0.5). Source: FIFA Council May 2017, FIFA 2026. +100%CAF doubled

Qatar 2022 (32 teams) USA 2026 (48 teams) Confederation Slot Expansion - 2022 vs 2026

CONFEDERATION 2022 SLOTS 2026 SLOTS CHANGE % INCREASE

UEFA 13 16 +3 +23%

CAF 5 10 +5 +100%

AFC 4.5 9 +4.5 +100%

CONMEBOL 4.5 6 +1.5 +33%

CONCACAF 3.5 6 +2.5 +71%

OFC 0.5 1 +0.5 +100%

Total 32 48 +16 +50%

Note: 0.5 slots = inter-confederation playoff spot (shared between confederations). 2026 had 2 inter-

confederation playoff spots. Source: FIFA Council May 9, 2017.

CAF and AFC were the biggest beneficiaries, each doubling their representation. Africa went from 5 teams

(15.6% of 32) to 10 teams (20.8% of 48). Asia went from 4.5 to 9 (18.8%). UEFA gained 3 slots in absolute

terms but lost share (40.6% to 33.3%). CONMEBOL gained the least proportionally (+33%), reflecting that

South America was already well-represented relative to its 10 member nations.

UEFA (16 Teams)

16 European Teams - France, Spain, England Lead, Norway and Scotland

Return

12Group Winners Who Qualified Directly - France, Spain, Germany, England and 8 MoreGermany,

Switzerland, Scotland, France, Spain, Portugal, Netherlands, Austria, Norway, Belgium, England, Croatia all
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won their UEFA qualifying groups to secure direct qualification. 4Playoff Qualifiers - Turkey, Czech

Republic, Sweden, Bosnia via UEFA PlayoffsFour additional teams qualified through UEFA confederation

playoffs. Path-based single-elimination format. Turkey, Czech Republic, Sweden, and Bosnia and

Herzegovina secured the final European spots.

Notable absences from Europe: Italy (ranked 12th globally) and Denmark (ranked 20th) both failed to

qualify despite strong FIFA rankings. Italy has now missed 2 of the last 3 World Cups. Norway qualified for

the first time since 1998, powered by Erling Haaland's 16 qualifying goals (UEFA top scorer). Scotland

qualified for their first World Cup since 1998 as well. The World Cup 2026 statistics context is in our FIFA

World Cup 2026 analysis.

CAF (10 Teams)

10 African Teams - Largest African Contingent in World Cup History

African teams at the FIFA World Cup history 1930 to 2026 - number of CAF teams per edition African

Teams at the World Cup - Historical Growth (1982 to 2026) 1982: 2 teams. 1994: 3. 1998: 5. 2002-2022: 5.

2026: 10 (doubled!). First time Africa has 10+ teams. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia. 102026 - record

The 10 African teams are: Morocco (ranked 8th globally), Senegal (14th), Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Ghana,

Ivory Coast, South Africa, DR Congo, and Cape Verde. Morocco is the strongest African contender after

their 2022 semi-final run. Cape Verde (population 600,000) is the smallest nation at the entire tournament.

Africa's expanded representation reflects decades of lobbying by CAF and African football officials who

argued the continent was underrepresented relative to its population (1.4 billion people, 5 World Cup spots

under the old system). The social media statistics context for African fan engagement is in our social media

statistics and facts analysis.

AFC (9 Teams)

9 Asian Teams - Japan Led, Iraq Returns After 38 Years

JapanFirst Non-Host Team Globally to Qualify - 100% AFC Group RecordJapan won their AFC qualifying

group with a perfect record and became the first non-host team in the world to qualify for the 2026 World

Cup. Ranked 18th globally. IraqReturns to World Cup After 38 Years - Last Appeared at Mexico 1986Iraq

qualified for their first World Cup since 1986 - a 38-year gap. Their qualification was celebrated with

massive street celebrations across Baghdad and Basra.
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The 9 AFC teams are: Japan, South Korea, Australia, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Qatar, Uzbekistan, Jordan, and

Iraq. This is the largest Asian contingent ever. Uzbekistan qualified for their first-ever World Cup. Jordan

also qualified for the first time. The global economy context for these nations' football investment is in our

global economy analysis.

CONMEBOL (6 Teams)

6 of 10 South American Nations - 60% Qualification Rate, Highest of Any

Confederation

Confederation qualification rate at FIFA World Cup 2026 - percentage of member nations that qualified

Qualification Rate by Confederation - % of Members Qualified (2026) CONMEBOL: 60% (6 of 10). UEFA:

30% (16 of 54). CONCACAF: 17% (6 of 35). CAF: 18% (10 of 54). AFC: 19% (9 of 46). OFC: 9% (1 of 11).

CONMEBOL has far the highest qualification rate. Source: FIFA, confederation membership counts.

60%CONMEBOL rate - highest

CONMEBOL's 6 teams are: Argentina (defending champions), Brazil (5x champions), Colombia, Ecuador,

Paraguay, and Uruguay. The notable absentee is Chile, who failed to qualify. With 60% of its member

nations at the tournament, CONMEBOL has the highest qualification rate of any confederation - reflecting

South America's exceptional football quality relative to its small membership base.

CONCACAF (6 Teams)

6 CONCACAF Teams - 3 Co-Hosts + Curacao, Haiti, Panama

CONCACAF's 6 teams include the 3 co-hosts (USA, Mexico, Canada - qualified automatically) plus

Curacao, Haiti, and Panama who qualified through CONCACAF's competitive qualifying process. Curacao

(population 150,000) qualified for the first time ever. Haiti returns after 52 years (last appeared at the 1974

World Cup).

The co-hosts did not participate in CONCACAF qualifying, meaning only 3 spots were available for the

remaining 32 CONCACAF nations. Panama earned their second World Cup appearance (first: 2018). The

host city distribution for their matches is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

OFC (1 Team)
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New Zealand - First Guaranteed Oceania Spot in World Cup History

New Zealand is the sole OFC representative. This is historically significant: for the first time, OFC has a

guaranteed World Cup spot rather than just a half-spot (inter-confederation playoff). Under the old system,

OFC teams had to win a two-leg playoff against an Asian or South American team - a format that often

eliminated Oceania's representative.

New Zealand last appeared at a World Cup in 2010 (South Africa) where they famously drew all three group

matches (including against defending champions Italy) but were eliminated on goal difference. The world

population context for the nations represented is in our world population analysis.

Debutants and Returnees

Cape Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan Debut - Iraq Returns After 38 Years

World Cup 2026 Debutants and Notable Returnees

TEAM STATUS CONFEDERATION POPULATION SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Verde Debut CAF 600K Smallest nation at tournament

Curacao Debut CONCACAF 150K Second-smallest nation

Uzbekistan Debut AFC 35M First Central Asian WC qualifier

Jordan Debut AFC 11M 2024 Asian Cup finalist

Iraq Return (38 yrs) AFC 43M Last WC: Mexico 1986

Haiti Return (52 yrs) CONCACAF 11M Last WC: Germany 1974

Norway Return (28 yrs) UEFA 5.5M Last WC: France 1998, Haaland 16 goals

Scotland Return (28 yrs) UEFA 5.5M Last WC: France 1998

The 48-team expansion directly enabled most of these qualifications. Under the 32-team format, Cape

Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan, and Haiti would almost certainly not have qualified. The expansion

has delivered on FIFA's promise of broader global representation. The winner odds context for how these

debutants affect the tournament is in our World Cup winner odds analysis.

Norway's return is particularly notable. Erling Haaland scored 16 goals in UEFA qualifying - the most of any

European player - powering Norway back to the World Cup for the first time since 1998. Scotland's return
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is driven by their strong Euro 2024 qualifying campaign and continued development under Steve Clarke's

management.

FIFA World Cup 2026 confederation share donut - percentage of 48 teams World Cup 2026 -

Confederation Share of 48 Teams (%) UEFA: 33%. CAF: 21%. AFC: 19%. CONMEBOL: 13%. CONCACAF:

13%. OFC: 2%. Most balanced representation in World Cup history. Source: FIFA 2026. 33%UEFA share

(down from 41%)

The donut chart shows the most balanced World Cup ever. Non-European teams now represent 67% of the

field (32 of 48), compared to 59% (19 of 32) at Qatar 2022. This rebalancing could produce more upsets

and surprise results in the group stage, as lower-ranked debutants face established powers in their first

World Cup matches.

The investment budget context for how FIFA allocates resources across these confederations is in our FIFA

investment budget analysis. FIFA distributes development funding based partly on confederation

representation, meaning the expanded World Cup also unlocks more financial support for African and Asian

football development.

Qualifying Process

6 Different Qualifying Systems - How Each Confederation Selected Its

Teams

World Cup 2026 Qualifying Format by Confederation

CONFEDERATION FORMAT
MATCHES

PLAYED
TOP SCORER DURATION

UEFA 12 groups of 4-5, winners qualify + 4

playoffs

204 Haaland (16 goals) Mar 2025 - Mar

2026

CAF 9 groups of 4, winners qualify + 1

playoff

72 TBD Jun 2024 - Nov

2025

AFC 5 rounds, 9 groups in 3rd round, top 2

qualify

225 Almoez Ali (12

goals)

Oct 2023 - Nov

2025

CONMEBOL Single round-robin (10 teams, 18

matches each)

90 TBD Sep 2023 - Sep

2025
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CONCACAF Multiple rounds, 32 teams down to 3

qualifiers

99 Santis/Nazon (6

goals)

Mar 2024 - Nov

2025

OFC Group stage + knockout, 1 direct

qualifier

~30 TBD 2024 - 2025

UEFA's qualifying was the most competitive, with 54 nations fighting for 16 spots. The total of 676 goals in

204 UEFA qualifying matches (3.31 per match) reflected the high standard. AFC qualifying was the longest

at over 2 years (October 2023 to November 2025), involving 46 nations across 5 rounds and 225 matches.

CONMEBOL uses the simplest format: all 10 South American nations play each other home and away in a

single round-robin league. The top 6 qualify directly. This gruelling 18-match campaign over 2 years is

widely considered the toughest qualifying competition in world football. Chile, the most notable

CONMEBOL absentee, finished 8th.

Inter-Confederation Playoffs

The Final 2 Spots - Inter-Confederation Playoff in Mexico, March 2026

The final 2 of 48 spots were decided through an inter-confederation playoff held in Mexico in March 2026.

Six teams from different confederations competed in a single-elimination mini-tournament, divided into two

three-team brackets based on FIFA rankings.

Pathway 1Three Teams Competing for 1 Spot - Seeded vs 2 Unseeded, Single EliminationTwo unseeded

teams played a semi-final, with the winner facing the seeded team in the final. All matches in Mexican

venues. Extra time and penalties if needed. Pathway 2Same Format, Different Bracket - Representatives

From AFC, CAF, CONMEBOL, OFC, CONCACAFThe inter-confederation format ensures geographic

diversity in the final spots. Teams that narrowly missed direct qualification got one more chance through

this pathway.

The inter-confederation playoff concept was new for 2026, replacing the old two-leg playoff system (e.g.,

Australia vs Honduras for 2018, New Zealand vs Costa Rica for 2022). The centralized tournament format in

a single host country (Mexico) was designed to be more efficient and commercially viable than two-leg

home-and-away playoffs across continents.

Group Draw Impact
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12 Groups of 4 - How Confederation Distribution Shapes the Group Stage

The 48 teams are divided into 12 groups of 4. FIFA's draw rules prevent teams from the same

confederation being in the same group (except UEFA, which has 16 teams for 12 groups, meaning 4 groups

must contain 2 European teams). This ensures geographic diversity in every group.

World Cup 2026 Groups - Confederation Distribution (Selected Groups)

GROUP TEAMS CONFEDERATIONS NOTE

A Mexico, South Africa, S. Korea, Czech Rep. CONCACAF, CAF, AFC, UEFA Host opens vs South Africa

B Canada, Qatar, Switzerland, Bosnia CONCACAF, AFC, UEFA, UEFA 2 UEFA teams in group

D USA, Paraguay, Australia, playoff winner CONCACAF, CONMEBOL, AFC, UEFA Favorable for USA (host)

E France, Colombia, S. Africa, Uzbekistan UEFA, CONMEBOL, CAF, AFC "Group of death" candidate

L Argentina, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Scotland CONMEBOL, CAF, AFC, UEFA Defending champ group

The confederation distribution ensures that every group contains teams from at least 3 different

confederations, maximizing the tournament's global appeal and ensuring that fans from every region have

teams to support in every group matchday. The tourism impact of fans traveling for these group matches is

in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Future Allocations

2030 Will Have 48 Teams Across 6 Nations - What Comes Next?

The 2030 World Cup will maintain the 48-team format across 6 host nations: Morocco, Spain, and Portugal

(main hosts) plus Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay (centenary celebration matches). The slot allocation

will remain similar to 2026, though minor adjustments are possible based on performance and development

criteria.

Saudi Arabia will host the 2034 World Cup as a single nation with 48 teams. The hosting cost context for

these future tournaments is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis. The 48-team format is now the

permanent standard, meaning the confederation distribution established for 2026 will shape World Cup

qualification for decades.

The expansion has achieved FIFA's stated objectives: more nations participating, more commercial

revenue (104 matches vs 64), greater global representation, and more opportunities for smaller nations.
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Whether it has diluted competition quality remains debated - critics point to potential mismatches in the

group stage, while supporters note that debutants like Japan (2002), South Korea (2002), and Morocco

(2022) have all produced memorable upsets and deep runs in their expanded-format debuts.

The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss these confederation dynamics and debate whether

expansion has improved or diluted the tournament are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.

Reddit's r/soccer, Twitter/X football communities, and regional fan forums have generated millions of posts

debating the merits of the 48-team format since its announcement in 2017.

Population Analysis

1.4B People in CAF Nations vs 600K in Cape Verde - The Population

Dimension

World Cup 2026 - Confederation Combined Population and Per-Capita Representation

CONFEDERATION TEAMS COMBINED POP. POP. PER SPOT 2022 POP/SPOT

UEFA 16 ~750M ~47M per spot ~58M (improved)

CAF 10 ~1,400M ~140M per spot 280M (halved!)

AFC 9 ~4,700M ~522M per spot 1,044M (halved)

CONMEBOL 6 ~430M ~72M per spot 96M (improved)

CONCACAF 6 ~580M ~97M per spot 166M (improved)

OFC 1 ~12M ~12M per spot 24M (halved)

Population estimates from World Bank 2024. AFC includes China (1.4B) and India (1.4B), neither of which

qualified. If China and India qualified, AFC per-capita representation would be dramatically different.

Source: World Bank, FIFA.

Asia remains the most underrepresented confederation relative to population. AFC covers approximately

4.7 billion people but has only 9 spots (522 million people per spot). Even with the doubling from 4.5 to 9

spots, Asia is still significantly underrepresented compared to Europe (47 million per spot) and South

America (72 million per spot).

Africa's expansion from 5 to 10 spots halved its population-per-spot from 280 million to 140 million - a

major improvement but still 3x worse than Europe's ratio. The fundamental tension in FIFA politics is that
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population-based allocation would give AFC and CAF far more spots, while performance-based allocation

would give UEFA and CONMEBOL more. The current system is a compromise.

Two of the world's most populous nations - China (1.4 billion) and India (1.4 billion) - did not qualify for the

2026 World Cup. If both had qualified, they would represent nearly 3 billion people at the tournament. Their

absence highlights the disconnect between population size and football development in the world's two

most populous countries. The daily social media usage context for football fans in these markets is in our

daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

The population analysis also reveals outliers at the small end. Cape Verde (600,000) and Curacao

(150,000) are the smallest nations at the 2026 World Cup. Curacao's entire population could fit inside a

single NFL stadium. Their qualification stories represent the emotional heart of the expanded format - small

nations achieving sporting dreams that were structurally impossible under the 32-team system.

The commercial implications of confederation representation are significant. Each qualified nation brings its

domestic fanbase, broadcaster audience, and sponsor ecosystem to the tournament. CAF's 10 nations

collectively bring 1.4 billion potential fans. AFC's 9 nations bring 4.7 billion. The expanded representation

increases FIFA's total addressable audience from approximately 6 billion (2022) to approximately 7.5 billion

(2026), driving higher broadcasting rights values and sponsor investment. The revenue from hotel rights,

catering, and ticket sales generated by these expanded audiences is in our FIFA hotel, catering, and ticket

revenue analysis. The social media ad spend context for reaching these audiences is in our social media ad

spend worldwide analysis.

The long-term impact of the 48-team format on global football development cannot be overstated. Nations

that qualify for the World Cup receive approximately $9-13 million in FIFA prize money even for a group-

stage exit. For smaller nations like Cape Verde, Curacao, and Haiti, this prize money exceeds their entire

annual football budget by 3-5x. The windfall funds youth academies, coaching education, and facility

upgrades that sustain development for years after the tournament.

The qualification process itself drives development. CONCACAF's 99 qualifying matches generated

794,013 in total attendance - bringing competitive international football to nations that rarely host

meaningful fixtures. AFC's 225 qualifying matches over 2+ years similarly elevated football standards

across Central Asia, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. The qualifying journey arguably delivers more

lasting developmental impact than the final tournament itself.

Confederation politics will continue to shape future allocations. Africa and Asia are lobbying for even more

spots at the 2030 and 2034 World Cups, arguing that their combined 6 billion people deserve more than 19
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of 48 spots (40%). Europe and South America counter that quality, not population, should drive allocation.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino has indicated that further expansion (possibly to 56 or 64 teams) remains

under consideration for future editions, which would require entirely new tournament structures and

scheduling models. The investment budget context for how FIFA funds these expanding tournaments is in

our FIFA investment budget analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Confederation Breakdown - Key Statistics

16 UEFAEurope Has Most Teams But Share Dropped From 41% (2022) to 33% (2026)16 European teams

qualified including 12 group winners (France, Spain, Germany, England, Portugal, Netherlands, Belgium,

Croatia, Switzerland, Austria, Norway, Scotland) and 4 playoff winners (Turkey, Czech Republic, Sweden,

Bosnia). Italy (ranked 12th) and Denmark (20th) are the biggest absentees. Source: FIFA, UEFA. 10

CAFAfrica Doubled From 5 to 10 - Biggest Absolute Expansion of Any Confederation10 African teams - the

most in World Cup history. Morocco (8th globally, 2022 semi-finalist) leads. Cape Verde (population

600,000) is the smallest nation at the tournament. Africa now represents 21% of the field (up from 15.6%).

Source: FIFA, CAF. 600KCape Verde Population - Smallest Nation at the 2026 World CupCape Verde's

qualification is a fairy tale. A nation of 600,000 people on islands off West Africa will compete against

Brazil, France, and Germany. Curacao (150,000) is even smaller but plays in CONCACAF. Both are

debutants enabled by the 48-team expansion. Source: FIFA, World Bank. 4 DebutantsCape Verde,

Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan - All Playing Their First World Cup EverFour nations will play at a World Cup

for the first time in history. Uzbekistan is the first Central Asian team. Jordan reached the 2024 Asian Cup

final. Cape Verde and Curacao are both island nations with under 1 million population. Source: FIFA. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Confederations

UEFA (Europe) with 16 teams (33% of 48). But UEFA's share dropped from 41% (2022) to 33%. CAF

(Africa) has 10, AFC (Asia) 9, CONMEBOL and CONCACAF each 6, OFC 1. Source: FIFA.

10 teams - doubled from 5 at Qatar 2022. The largest African contingent ever. Teams: Morocco, Senegal,

Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Ghana, Ivory Coast, South Africa, DR Congo, Cape Verde. Source: FIFA.

48 teams - expanded from 32 at Qatar 2022. The biggest expansion in World Cup history (+50%).

Approved by FIFA Council in January 2017. 104 matches across 16 host cities. Source: FIFA.
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4 debutants: Cape Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan. Iraq returns after 38 years. Haiti returns after 52

years. Norway and Scotland return after 28 years. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia.

CAF (Africa) gained the most with +5 spots (5 to 10, +100%). AFC (Asia) also gained +4.5 (4.5 to 9,

+100%). UEFA gained +3 but its share dropped. Source: FIFA Council 2017.

Italy was eliminated in UEFA qualifying despite being ranked 12th globally. This continues Italy's struggles

since 2006 - they also missed the 2018 World Cup. 16 European spots exist but UEFA has 54 member

nations. Source: FIFA, ESPN.

Curacao (population 150,000) is the smallest by population, followed by Cape Verde (600,000). Both are

island nations and first-time World Cup debutants. Source: FIFA, World Bank.

Erling Haaland (Norway, 16 goals) was the top scorer in UEFA qualifying. In AFC, Almoez Ali (Qatar, 12

goals) led. Despite Haaland's 16 goals, Norway only barely qualified through the group stage. Source:

UEFA, AFC, Wikipedia.

Sources

FIFA.com - World Cup 2026: Who Has Qualified? - Primary source for all 48 qualified teams, final list after

inter-confederation playoffs March 31, 2026.

DIRECTV Insider - 2026 FIFA World Cup Qualified Teams - Source for confederation breakdown, qualifying

group winners, and playoff qualification details.

SportsBookReview - 2026 FIFA World Cup Teams: Full List - Source for complete team lists by

confederation and group draw results.

FIFA World Cup News - Qualified Teams Full List - Source for slot allocation details, inter-confederation

playoff format, and confederation-level qualification breakdowns.

All team lists based on FIFA official confirmed qualifiers as of March 31, 2026 (post inter-confederation

playoffs). Slot allocation approved by FIFA Council May 9, 2017. Host nations (USA, Mexico, Canada)

qualified automatically - their spots taken from CONCACAF quota. Population data from World Bank 2024

estimates. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Top national team most likely to win the FIFA

World Cup 2026
Updated May 24, 2026 · businesstats.com/win-probability-fifa-world-cup-teams

20%
SPAIN - HIGHEST WIN PROBABILITY

(+400 BETMGM)

18.2%
FRANCE - #2 FAVORITE (+450)

14.3%
ENGLAND - BEST ODDS OF ANY NON-

WINNER (+600)

2.4%
USA - HOST NATION ODDS (+4000-

6000)

$370M
PREDICTION MARKET TRADING VOLUME

(KALSHI + POLYMARKET)

0/5
#1 RANKED TEAM HAS WON 0 OF LAST 5

WORLD CUPS

Overview

Leading teams with the highest chance of winning the FIFA World Cup 2026

as of December 2025

The betting market for the 2026 FIFA World Cup crystallised after the group draw at the Kennedy Center in

Washington D.C. on December 5, 2025. Spain emerged as the clear favorite across all major sportsbooks,

reflecting their Euro 2024 triumph, young squad (Lamine Yamal is just 18), and dominant tactical system

under coach Luis de la Fuente.

The top 5 favorites account for approximately 75% of the total implied win probability - meaning the market

believes there is a 3 in 4 chance the winner comes from Spain, France, England, Brazil, or Argentina. The

remaining 43 teams share just 25% of the probability. The FIFA world ranking context for these teams is in

our FIFA world ranking analysis.

One notable pre-draw bet: a gambler placed $5,000 on the United States to win at 75-1 odds at Hard Rock

Bet. After the USA received a favorable Group D draw (Paraguay, Australia, and a European playoff

winner), their odds shortened to 40-1 at BetMGM - meaning that $5,000 bet is now worth significantly more

even before the tournament begins.

Win Probability Ranking
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Spain 20%, France 18.2%, England 14.3% - Top 10 Most Likely Winners

FIFA World Cup 2026 implied win probability by team - top 10 favorites - December 2025 sportsbook odds

World Cup 2026 Implied Win Probability - Top 10 Teams (December 2025, %) Spain: 20.0%. France:

18.2%. England: 14.3%. Brazil: 11.1%. Argentina: 11.1%. Portugal: 9.1%. Germany: 6.7%. Netherlands: 4.8%.

USA: 2.4%. Morocco: 1.6%. Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel, DraftKings December 2025 post-draw odds. +-2-

5pp. 20%Spain - favorite

UEFA teams CONMEBOL teams CONCACAF / CAF teams

Spain's 20% probability means the market believes they win the World Cup 1 in 5 times. Put differently, if

the 2026 World Cup were replayed 100 times, Spain would win approximately 20 of them. This is

considered a strong favorite position for a 48-team tournament where upsets are common.

Full Odds Table

World Cup 2026 Odds - Full Data Table for All Major Teams

FIFA World Cup 2026 Betting Odds - Top 18 Teams (BetMGM / FanDuel / DraftKings, December 2025)

Click column to sort

RANK TEAM AMERICAN ODDS WIN % STAR PLAYER KEY FACTOR

1 Spain +400 20.0% Lamine Yamal Euro 2024 champ, Yamal 18yo

2 France +450 18.2% Kylian Mbappe FIFA #1, Mbappe

3 England +600 14.3% Jude Bellingham Never won WC

4 Brazil +800 11.1% Vinicius Jr 5x champion

5 Argentina +800 11.1% Lionel Messi (TBD) Defending champ

6 Portugal +1000 9.1% Cristiano Ronaldo Ronaldo last WC

7 Germany +1400 6.7% Florian Wirtz Young squad rising

8 Netherlands +2000 4.8% Cody Gakpo Deep squad

9 USA +4000 2.4% Christian Pulisic Host, favorable draw

10 Morocco +6000 1.6% Achraf Hakimi 2022 semi-finalist

11 Belgium +4000 2.4% Kevin De Bruyne Golden gen fading
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12 Colombia +5000 2.0% Luis Diaz Copa finalist

13 Uruguay +8000 1.2% Darwin Nunez Dark horse

14 Japan +6000 1.6% Takefusa Kubo First to qualify

15 Mexico +6000 1.6% Hirving Lozano Host, co-host

16 Senegal +10000 1.0% Sadio Mane AFCON champion

17 Croatia +5000 2.0% Luka Modric WC experience

18 Canada +10000 1.0% Alphonso Davies Host, lowest ranked

Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel Sportsbook, DraftKings, CBS Sports, Oddschecker (December 2025 post-draw

odds). Implied win probability = 1 / (American odds / 100 + 1) for positive odds. Odds vary between

sportsbooks - averages shown. Star player as of squad projection. Not betting advice. Gambling involves

risk.

The table reveals a clear tiered structure. Tier 1 (10%+ chance): Spain, France, England, Brazil, Argentina.

Tier 2 (5-10%): Portugal, Germany. Tier 3 (2-5%): Netherlands, USA, Belgium. Tier 4 (under 2%): everyone

else. The top 5 combined hold approximately 75% of the implied probability.

Top Tier Analysis

Why Spain, France, and England Lead - Top 5 Favorites Deep Dive

Spain +40020% Win Probability - Euro 2024 Champions, Youngest Squad, Lamine Yamal (18)Spain won

Euro 2024 convincingly, beating England 2-1 in the final. Lamine Yamal (Barcelona, 18 years old) and Pedri

are the creative force. Rodri (Ballon d'Or 2024) and Zubimendi anchor the midfield. Spain's deliberate

possession-based style has been criticised but consistently delivers results at major tournaments. France

+45018.2% - FIFA #1 Ranked, Kylian Mbappe at Real Madrid, Deepest SquadFrance has arguably the

deepest squad in world football: Mbappe, Tchouameni, Camavinga (all Real Madrid), Saliba (Arsenal),

Dembele (PSG). France were 2022 finalists (lost to Argentina on penalties after Mbappe's hat-trick).

Mbappe enters the 2026 WC as joint all-time top scorer (16 goals, tied with Klose). England +60014.3% -

Jude Bellingham Generation, 2 Consecutive Euro Finals, Never Won a World Cup Since 1966England

reached the Euro 2020 and Euro 2024 finals (losing both). Jude Bellingham (Real Madrid), Phil Foden (Man

City), and Bukayo Saka (Arsenal) lead a golden generation. England haven't won a World Cup since 1966 -

60 years of "it's coming home" pressure. The 2026 tournament may be this generation's best chance.
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Brazil at +800 (11.1%) represents a team in transition. Vinicius Jr (Real Madrid, Ballon d'Or contender) is the

star, but Brazil hasn't won a World Cup since 2002 - their longest drought in history. Argentina at +800

(11.1%) are defending champions but face the "Messi question" - will the 38-year-old participate? Without

Messi, Argentina's odds would likely drift to +1200-1500.

Portugal at +1000 (9.1%) have Cristiano Ronaldo, 41, likely playing his final World Cup. Germany at +1400

(6.7%) have rebuilt with young talents Florian Wirtz and Jamal Musiala. The social media statistics context

for these stars' fan followings is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Dark Horses

Morocco 1.6%, Japan 1.6%, Colombia 2.0% - Dark Horses to Watch

World Cup 2026 dark horse teams win probability - teams ranked 8th to 18th in odds World Cup 2026 Dark

Horses - Win Probability (%, December 2025) Belgium: 2.4%. Colombia: 2.0%. Croatia: 2.0%. Morocco:

1.6%. Japan: 1.6%. Senegal: 1.0%. Uruguay: 1.2%. Mexico: 1.6%. Canada: 1.0%. Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel

December 2025. +-1-3pp. Morocco2022 semi-finalist

Morocco's 2022 semi-final run (first African/Arab team to reach a WC semi-final) makes them the most

credible "non-traditional" contender. Japan was the first non-host team to qualify globally, winning their

AFC group with a 100% record. Colombia, led by Liverpool's Luis Diaz, reached the 2024 Copa America

final.

Croatia, despite an aging core (Modric is 40), have reached 2 of the last 3 WC semi-finals (2018 final, 2022

semi-final). Their tournament pedigree means they cannot be dismissed despite long odds. The global

economy context for the commercial value of these dark horse runs is in our global economy analysis.

Host Nation Chances

USA +4000, Mexico +6000, Canada +10000 - Can a Host Nation Win?

World Cup 2026 host nation odds and implied win probability - December 2025 World Cup 2026 Host

Nations - Odds and Win Probability (%) USA: +4000 (2.4%). Mexico: +6000 (1.6%). Canada: +10000

(1.0%). Combined host win probability: approximately 5%. For context, South Korea (co-host 2002, ranked

~40th) reached the semi-finals. Russia (host 2018, ranked 70th) reached QF. Home advantage is real.

Source: BetMGM December 2025. 2.4%USA - best host odds
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The USA received a favorable Group D draw: Paraguay, Australia, and a European playoff winner

(Turkey/Romania/Slovakia/Kosovo). Before the draw, USA odds were +6600 (1.5%); after the draw, they

shortened to +4000 (2.4%) - a meaningful improvement. The USMNT has Christian Pulisic (AC Milan),

Weston McKennie (Juventus), and Tyler Adams as its core.

Historically, host nations consistently overperform. France won as hosts in 1998. South Korea reached the

semi-finals as co-host in 2002 (ranked approximately 40th). Russia reached the quarter-finals as host in

2018 (ranked 70th). Brazil reached the semi-finals as host in 2014. Home crowd support, no travel fatigue,

and familiar conditions provide a measurable advantage.

The #1 Curse

The #1 Ranked Team Has Won 0 of the Last 5 World Cups - Will the Curse

Continue?

The "Curse of #1" - FIFA's Top-Ranked Team vs World Cup Winner (2006-2022)

YEAR #1 RANKED TEAM WC FINISH ACTUAL WINNER WINNER'S RANK

2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina #3

2018 Germany Group stage exit! France #7

2014 Spain Group stage exit! Germany #2

2010 Brazil Quarter-final Spain #2

2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy #13

The #1 ranked team has failed to win ANY of the last 5 World Cups. Germany (#1 in 2018) and Spain (#1 in

2014) were both eliminated in the group stage. France enters 2026 as FIFA #1.

France enters the 2026 World Cup as the #1 ranked team. If history repeats, this is bad news for Les Bleus.

The last time the #1 ranked team won the World Cup was Brazil in 2002 - over 20 years ago. Germany (#1

in 2018) and Spain (#1 in 2014) both suffered the humiliation of group stage elimination as the world's top-

ranked team.

This "curse" likely reflects the psychological pressure of being the number one target. Every opponent

raises their game against the top-ranked team, and the weight of expectations can paralyse even the most

talented squads. The daily social media usage context for how fans discuss these predictions is in our daily
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social media usage worldwide analysis.

World Cup 2026 odds movement for top teams - pre-draw vs post-draw December 2025 World Cup 2026

Odds Movement - Pre-Draw vs Post-Draw (December 2025) USA: +6600 to +4000 (biggest improvement).

Argentina: +800 to +800 (unchanged). Spain: +450 to +400 (slight improvement). England: +650 to +600

(slight). Source: BetMGM pre/post draw. USABiggest odds movement

The group draw had the biggest impact on USA odds (shortened from +6600 to +4000) and least impact

on the top favorites (Spain moved just +450 to +400). This reflects the draw's primary effect on

qualification probability rather than outright winning probability - a favorable group helps the USA advance

from the group stage, but doesn't significantly change their chances of winning the tournament outright.

Prediction markets (Kalshi and Polymarket) have generated $370.1 million in trading volume on the World

Cup winner contract. France leads prediction markets at +463 (17.7% implied probability), with Spain at

+474 (17.4%) and England at +789 (11.2%). The slight difference between sportsbook and prediction

market odds reflects the different user bases and market dynamics. The social media ad spend context for

brands betting on these teams' popularity is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

World Cup 2026 implied probability tiered structure - December 2025 World Cup 2026 Teams by

Probability Tier (December 2025, % Win Chance) Tier 1 (10%+): Spain 20%, France 18.2%, England 14.3%,

Brazil 11.1%, Argentina 11.1%. Tier 2 (5-10%): Portugal 9.1%, Germany 6.7%. Tier 3 (2-5%): Netherlands

4.8%, USA 2.4%, Belgium 2.4%. Tier 4 (<2%): All other 38 teams combined ~5%. Source: Averaged

sportsbook odds December 2025. 75%Top 5 combined

The tiered view shows how concentrated the probability is. Tier 1 (5 teams) holds 75%. Tier 2 (2 teams)

holds 16%. Tier 3 (3 teams) holds 10%. The remaining 38 teams collectively hold just 5% - meaning the

market gives them approximately a 1-in-20 combined chance of producing the winner. The biggest social

media platforms where fans debate these odds are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.

Odds vs Results History

Pre-Tournament Favorites vs Actual Winners - How Often Do Favorites

Win?

Pre-Tournament Betting Favorite vs Actual Winner (2002-2022)

YEAR PRE-TOURNAMENT FAVORITE FAVORITE'S FINISH ACTUAL WINNER WINNER'S PRE-TOURNEY ODDS
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2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina (+450) 3rd/4th favorite

2018 Brazil Quarter-final France (+550) 3rd/4th favorite

2014 Brazil Semi-final (7-1!) Germany (+500) 2nd/3rd favorite

2010 Brazil/Spain QF / Winner Spain (+500) Co-favorite

2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy (+1000) 4th/5th favorite

2002 France/Argentina Both group stage! Brazil (+400) 3rd favorite

Key finding: The pre-tournament favorite has won only 1 of the last 6 World Cups (Spain 2010, co-favorite).

The winner typically comes from the 2nd-5th favorite tier. Brazil has been favorite or co-favorite for 5 of 6

editions but won only once (2002).

The historical pattern is clear: the outright pre-tournament favorite almost never wins. In 5 of the last 6

World Cups, the eventual winner came from the 2nd-5th favorite tier rather than the top-ranked betting

choice. This suggests that backing Spain at +400 may not represent the best value.

The smartest historical betting strategy would have been to back the 3rd or 4th favorite: France won in

2018 as 3rd/4th favorite (+550), Argentina won in 2022 as 3rd/4th favorite (+450), Germany won in 2014

as 2nd/3rd favorite (+500). For 2026, that profile fits England (+600) or Brazil (+800) most closely.

Key Uncertainties

Messi (38), Ronaldo (41), De Bruyne Fitness - Variables That Shift Odds

Messi?Age 38, Inter Miami - Participation Unconfirmed, Could Swing Argentina 4-5ppWith Messi: Argentina

odds ~+600 (14%). Without: ~+1200 (7.7%). The biggest single-player variable in the tournament.

RonaldoAge 41, Al-Nassr - Expected to Play Final World Cup for PortugalDiminishing on-pitch influence but

irreplaceable leadership. Portugal's odds (+1000) already price in reduced Ronaldo impact. De BruyneMan

City - Recurring Injuries Could Derail Belgium's CampaignBelgium's golden generation (De Bruyne, Lukaku,

Courtois) is aging. Full fitness vs partial fitness is the difference between QF challenge and group exit.

Squad depth matters more than ever. Teams must play up to 8 matches to win (vs 7 previously). France's

bench could field a team competitive with most nations' starters. Champions League finalists' players will

have played 60+ matches by kickoff - fatigue is real.

Value Bets
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Where Smart Money Is Going - Value Opportunities in the 2026 World Cup

Market

World Cup 2026 value bets - sportsbook implied probability vs estimated true probability Value Bets -

Sportsbook Odds vs Estimated True Probability (%) England: 14.3% odds vs ~18% true (best value).

Morocco: 1.6% vs ~3%. USA: 2.4% vs ~4% (host boost). Germany: 6.7% vs ~8%. Colombia: 2.0% vs ~3%.

Green bar exceeding blue = value. Not betting advice. EnglandBest value pick

Sportsbook implied % Estimated true %

Professional sports bettors look for "value" - situations where the true probability of an outcome exceeds

the implied probability from the odds. Based on historical patterns and current form, several potential value

positions emerge.

England at +600 (14.3%) may represent the best value among favorites. They have reached 2 consecutive

Euro finals with a squad entering peak years (Bellingham 22, Saka 24, Foden 25). The 60-year drought

creates enormous motivation. Historical data shows the 3rd/4th favorite wins more often than the outright

favorite.

Morocco at +6000 (1.6%) could be significant value if their 2022 semi-final run was not a fluke but rather

the emergence of a genuine elite programme. Morocco's squad depth has improved since 2022, and they

will have enormous support from the North African and Arab diaspora communities in US host cities.

The USA at +4000 (2.4%) represents the quintessential home advantage bet. No host nation has been

eliminated in the group stage of a World Cup since South Africa in 2010 (the only time). The USMNT won't

win the tournament, but reaching the quarter-finals or semi-finals as hosts is historically plausible. The

biggest social media platforms where fans debate these bets are in our biggest social media platforms

analysis.

Betting Market Size

$150 Billion Global Market - World Cup 2026 Will Be the Most Bet Event in

History

World Cup global betting market 2018 to 2026 projected - billion USD World Cup Global Betting Market

(Billion USD) Russia 2018: $21B. Qatar 2022: $35B. USA 2026: $150B projected. Sources: Industry

estimates. +-15-20%. $150B2026 projected
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Global sports betting on the 2026 World Cup is projected to surpass $150 billion - approximately 4x the

$35 billion wagered on Qatar 2022. The US market alone could contribute $8-12 billion, driven by the

explosive growth of legal mobile sports betting since the 2018 Supreme Court ruling that allowed states to

legalise sports gambling.

The prediction market dimension adds a new layer. Kalshi (US-regulated) and Polymarket (crypto-based)

have combined $370.1 million in trading volume on the World Cup winner contract alone. These markets

allow continuous price discovery, meaning odds update in real time based on news, injuries, and friendly

results.

In-play (live) betting is expected to account for 60-70% of total wagering. Fans can bet on next goal

scorer, corners, cards, and minute-by-minute outcomes during matches. This live betting explosion drives

enormous engagement and revenue for sportsbooks, with each of the 104 matches generating

approximately $1-2 billion in global handle.

The three co-host nations have different betting landscapes. The US has 38+ states with legal sports

betting (the most developed market). Canada legalised single-event sports betting in 2021 via provinces.

Mexico has a less regulated but active betting market. This regulatory diversity means fans in all three host

countries can legally bet on the tournament they are physically attending.

For context, the 2026 World Cup's projected $150 billion in betting exceeds the combined annual revenue

of Netflix ($39B), Spotify ($16B), and Disney+ ($6B). It approaches the GDP of Hungary ($176B). This

commercial scale is why FIFA's broadcasting partners pay $4.264 billion for TV rights - the content drives

a betting economy that dwarfs the direct revenue.

Responsible gambling organisations have raised concerns about the intersection of home hosting and legal

betting access. With matches played in US stadiums where in-venue betting is available in many states, the

potential for problem gambling increases. The American Gaming Association estimates the 2026 World Cup

will generate approximately 80 million individual bets in the US alone. This would make it the single most-

bet sporting event in American gambling history, surpassing the Super Bowl which typically generates

approximately 50 million bets.

The social media platforms where fans discuss their bets and predictions are also seeing elevated

engagement. Twitter/X, Reddit's r/soccerbetting, and TikTok's betting content creators will drive enormous

conversation volume throughout the 39-day tournament. The social media ad spend context for betting

brands is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.
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48 TeamsExpansion Effect - More Upsets, Extra Knockout Round, Less Punishing GroupsNew Round of 32

adds an extra elimination match. Top 2 + best 3rd advance from groups - even a group loss doesn't mean

exit. More matches = more upset opportunities. 5,280ftDenver Altitude - European Teams May Struggle at

Mile High and Mexico City (7,316ft)Altitude visibly affects stamina and ball flight. Estadio Azteca at 2,230m

is even higher. Latin American teams accustomed to altitude have a natural edge at these venues.

Time zones also matter. Latin American teams benefit from Central/Mountain time slots. European teams

face unfamiliar hours. These factors rarely appear in odds but consistently influence group-stage results.

The expanded 48-team format also introduces tactical uncertainty. Managers must plan for a potential 8-

match campaign rather than 7, requiring deeper squad rotation strategies. Teams with 2-3 genuine match-

winning substitutes (France, England, Spain) hold a structural advantage over teams relying on a fixed

starting XI.

The December 2025 group draw revealed several "groups of death" that could eliminate strong contenders

early. Group B (Spain, Japan, Ecuador, Playoff winner) and Group E (France, Colombia, South Africa,

Uzbekistan) feature multiple competitive teams. Early exits from difficult groups would dramatically

reshape the knockout bracket and odds landscape.

For the 2026 World Cup specifically, the home advantage for USA, Mexico, and Canada extends beyond

crowd support. Familiar climate, no jet lag, home training facilities, and family proximity all contribute to a

measurable performance boost. Academic research on home advantage in World Cups estimates

approximately a 10-15% win probability increase for host nations in individual matches. The World Cup host

cities distribution context is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

The prediction market data from Kalshi and Polymarket shows interesting divergences from traditional

sportsbooks. Prediction markets tend to give slightly higher probabilities to dark horses (Morocco, Japan)

and slightly lower to top favorites (Spain, France) compared to sportsbooks. This may reflect prediction

market users being more internationally diverse and less influenced by European media narratives that

dominate traditional sports betting.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Winner Odds - Key Statistics

Spain 20%Betting Favorite at +400 - Euro 2024 Champions, Youngest Top ContenderSpain leads the

betting market with 20% implied win probability (+400 at BetMGM). Key factors: Euro 2024 triumph (beat
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England 2-1 in final), Lamine Yamal (Barcelona, 18 - youngest star at a major tournament), Rodri (Ballon

d'Or 2024), and a proven tactical system. Spain's deliberate possession style has won them 2 Euros (2024,

2012) and 1 World Cup (2010) this century. Source: BetMGM December 2025. 0/5The #1 Ranked Team Has

Won 0 of the Last 5 World CupsFrance enters the 2026 WC as FIFA #1. But the #1 ranked team has failed to

win any of the last 5 World Cups (2006-2022). Germany (#1 in 2018) and Spain (#1 in 2014) were both

eliminated in the GROUP STAGE. Brazil (#1 in 2006, 2010, 2022) lost in the quarter-finals each time. The

last #1 to win was Brazil in 2002. Source: FIFA records, BetMGM. $5,000One Bettor's $5K Wager on USA at

75-1 Before the Draw - Now Worth MoreA gambler placed $5,000 on the United States to win at 75-1 odds

at Hard Rock Bet before the December 2025 draw. After the USA received a favorable Group D draw, odds

shortened to 40-1. If the USA wins, the payout would be $375,000. Even before kickoff, the bet's implied

value has increased. Source: Yahoo Sports, Hard Rock Bet December 2025. $370MPrediction Market

Trading Volume - Kalshi + Polymarket CombinedThe World Cup winner contract has generated $370.1

million in combined trading volume on Kalshi and Polymarket prediction markets. France leads prediction

markets at +463 (17.7%), with Spain at +474 (17.4%). Prediction market odds differ slightly from

sportsbooks due to different user bases and fee structures. Source: DeFi Rate, Kalshi, Polymarket May

2026. England60 Years of Hurt - Best Odds for a Team That Has Never Won Since 1966England at +600

(14.3%) have the third-best odds despite not winning a World Cup since 1966. The Jude Bellingham/Phil

Foden/Bukayo Saka generation reached 2 consecutive Euro finals (2020, 2024, losing both). The 2026

World Cup represents potentially the peak window for this golden generation before age and club

commitments erode squad quality. Source: BetMGM December 2025. Messi?The Biggest Question - Will

38-Year-Old Lionel Messi Play His Final World Cup?Argentina's +800 odds partly depend on whether

Lionel Messi (38, Inter Miami) participates. Messi won the 2022 WC in Qatar in what many assumed was his

last tournament. If he plays in 2026, Argentina's odds could shorten to +600-700. Without him, they would

likely drift to +1200-1500. Messi has not confirmed or denied participation as of December 2025. Source:

Yahoo Sports, BetMGM. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Winner Predictions

Spain at +400 (20% probability) is the clear betting favorite. France (+450, 18.2%) and England (+600,

14.3%) follow. Spain won Euro 2024 and has the youngest top-tier squad. Source: BetMGM December

2025.

The USA has +4000 odds (2.4%) after receiving a favorable Group D draw. Pre-draw odds were +6600.

One bettor placed $5,000 at 75-1 before the draw. Host advantage is real - S. Korea reached 2002 SF
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ranked 40th. Source: BetMGM.

Argentina has +800 odds (11.1%) but the "Messi question" looms. If he plays (age 38), odds could shorten

to +600-700. Without him, they'd drift to +1200-1500. No team has defended the title since Brazil in 1962.

Source: BetMGM, FanDuel.

Morocco (+6000, 1.6%) reached the 2022 semi-final and is ranked 8th. Japan (first to qualify, 100%

record) and Colombia (2024 Copa finalist) are credible dark horses. Croatia reached 2 of last 3 WC semi-

finals. Source: BetMGM.

Not since Brazil in 2002. The #1 team has failed to win any of the last 5 World Cups (2006-2022).

Germany (#1, 2018) and Spain (#1, 2014) were both eliminated in the group stage. France enters 2026 as

#1. Source: FIFA records.

Global betting is projected to exceed $150 billion. Prediction markets (Kalshi + Polymarket) have generated

$370M in trading volume on the winner contract alone. The 2022 WC saw $35B in betting. Source: DeFi

Rate, industry estimates.

Yes, Ronaldo is expected to play. At 41, it will be his final World Cup. Portugal has +1000 odds (9.1%).

Ronaldo has scored 16 WC qualifying goals but Portugal's chances rest more on their younger core

(Bernardo Silva, Rafael Leao). Source: CBS Sports.

Odds update continuously based on friendlies, injuries, and squad announcements. Major shifts

expected: March 2026 friendlies, May/June squad announcements, and June 9 final FIFA ranking update.

Odds shorten dramatically once the tournament begins. Source: Sportsbook industry.

Sources

Yahoo Sports / BetMGM - 2026 World Cup Draw Odds (December 2025) - Primary source for post-draw

odds. BetMGM odds: Spain +400, France +450, England +600, Brazil +800, Argentina +800.

SportsBookReview / FanDuel - World Cup 2026 Odds (December 2025) - Source for FanDuel odds (Spain

+410 favorite, 19.61% implied) and USA odds movement (pre/post draw).

DeFi Rate - Kalshi vs Polymarket World Cup 2026 Prediction Markets - Source for prediction market data:

France +463 (17.7%), $370.1M trading volume. Updated May 2026.

CBS Sports - 2026 FIFA World Cup Complete Odds - Source for DraftKings odds, star player analysis, and

tactical breakdowns. Spain and France co-favorites at +500.
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Odds are from December 2025 (post-draw) and will change before tournament kickoff in June 2026.

Implied probability calculated from American odds. Different sportsbooks offer slightly different odds.

Averages used where sources differ. This is NOT betting advice. Gambling involves risk of financial loss.

Must be 21+ in most US states. If you have a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Share of U.S. adults that plan to buy tickets for

the FIFA World Cup 2026
Updated May 24, 2026 · businesstats.com/world-cup-interest-us-2026

14%
US ADULTS PLAN TO BUY TICKETS

(YOUGOV APRIL 2026)

78%
US ADULTS SAY NO TO BUYING

TICKETS

75%
PLAN TO FOLLOW TOURNAMENT IN

SOME WAY (PERFORMANCE RESEARCH)

41%
GEN Z (18-29) INTEREST - HIGHEST AGE

GROUP

57%
CITE TICKET PRICES AS BIGGEST

BARRIER

32%
PLAN TO ACTIVELY WATCH

(NUMERATOR MAY 2026)

Overview

Share of adults in the United States that plan to watch the FIFA World Cup in

person in 2026

Multiple surveys paint a consistent picture of American World Cup interest: broad awareness and casual

following intent (75%), but limited plans for in-person attendance (14%) due primarily to ticket prices. The

gap between "following" and "attending" reflects the economic reality of World Cup ticket costs in the US

market.

The 14% ticket-buying figure from YouGov translates to approximately 36 million US adults who intend to

purchase tickets - far exceeding the approximately 5-6 million tickets available across all 104 matches. This

demand-supply mismatch explains why FIFA received over 500 million ticket requests globally during initial

sales. The host city distribution for these matches is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

Interest has been growing steadily. Numerator found viewership intent rose from 26% in January 2026 to

32% in May 2026. CivicScience tracked interest growth from 25% (May 2025) to 28% (May 2026), with

the sharpest rise among Millennials (24% to 35%).

Ticket Buying Plans

Share of US Adults Planning to Buy FIFA World Cup 2026 Tickets – Survey Data

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 94 of 278



8% Local Only, 6% Including Travel, 78% No - US Ticket Buying Intent

(YouGov)

Share of US adults planning to buy FIFA World Cup 2026 tickets - YouGov April 15 2026 - 4408

respondents US Adults - Plan to Buy FIFA World Cup 2026 Tickets? (YouGov April 2026) Yes, local match

only: 8%. Yes, including travel: 6%. No: 78%. Not sure: 8%. Total planning to buy: 14%. Source: YouGov

Daily Survey, April 15, 2026, 4,408 US adults. +-2-3pp. 14%Plan to buy tickets

Yes - plan to buy No - not planning

The 8% planning to attend a local match only reflects fans in host cities (New York, Dallas, Houston, LA,

etc.) who see the World Cup as an accessible local event. The 6% willing to travel for matches represents

the most engaged segment - fans willing to spend on flights, hotels, and tickets to experience the

tournament.

The 78% saying "no" does not mean lack of interest - it reflects the high cost barrier. Most of these

respondents may still follow the tournament on TV, streaming, or at fan festivals. The 8% "not sure"

represents a persuadable segment whose decision likely depends on ticket availability and pricing closer to

the tournament. The World Cup 2026 statistics and facts context is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Following Intent

75% Plan to Follow, 26% Plan to Watch "A Lot" - Broader US Engagement

US adults World Cup 2026 following and engagement intent - Performance Research March 2026 US

Adults - World Cup 2026 Following and Engagement Intent (Performance Research March 2026) Plan to

follow in some capacity: 75%. Plan to watch a lot: 26%. Cite ticket price concern: 57%. Most willing to pay

$250-500 max: 42%. Raised security concern: 33%. Source: Performance Research, 2,000 US adults,

March 2026. +-3-4pp. 75%Plan to follow 57%Price concern

The 75% following rate is remarkable for soccer in the US market - a sport that has traditionally ranked 4th

or 5th among American sports behind football, basketball, baseball, and hockey. The home-field advantage

of hosting is clearly driving unprecedented engagement.

Performance Research president Jed Pearsall noted that "while interest in attending is broad, actual

attendance may skew toward higher-income and highly engaged fans, with many others opting for at-

home or public viewing experiences." The social media statistics context for how fans follow online is in

our social media statistics and facts analysis.
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Interest by Age Group

Gen Z 41%, Millennials 35%, Gen X 22%, Boomers 14% - World Cup Interest

by Age

US World Cup 2026 interest by age group - CivicScience May 2026 - percentage at least somewhat

interested US World Cup 2026 Interest by Age Group (CivicScience May 2026, % Interested) Gen Z (18-

29): 41%. Millennials (30-44): 35% (up from 24% in May 2025, biggest spike). Gen X (45-60): 22%.

Boomers (60+): 14%. Gen Z interest is nearly 3x Boomer interest. Source: CivicScience ongoing tracker,

May 2026. +-3-5pp. 41%Gen Z - highest

% at least somewhat interested by age group

The Gen Z-Boomer gap of 27 percentage points (41% vs 14%) illustrates soccer's generational shift in the

US. Gen Z grew up with Messi, Ronaldo, and the Premier League accessible on streaming platforms.

Boomers grew up when soccer was virtually invisible in American media.

The Millennial spike from 24% (May 2025) to 35% (May 2026) - the largest single-year increase of any age

group - suggests the approaching tournament is converting casual awareness into active interest among

30-44 year olds, many of whom are parents introducing their children to the sport. The daily social media

usage context for these age groups is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Interest Growth Over Time

25% (May 2025) to 32% (May 2026) - US World Cup Interest Growing

Month by Month

US World Cup 2026 viewership interest growth May 2025 to May 2026 - percentage planning to watch US

World Cup 2026 Interest Growth Over Time (% Planning to Watch) May 2025: 25% interested

(CivicScience). Jan 2026: 26% plan to watch (Numerator). Mar 2026: 28% interested (CivicScience). May

2026: 32% plan to watch (Numerator). Interest rising as tournament approaches. Sources: CivicScience,

Numerator 2025-2026. +-3-5pp. +7ppGrowth May 2025 to May 2026

The steady upward trend from 25% to 32% over 12 months reflects growing media coverage, sponsor

advertising, ticket sales momentum, and the group draw announcement (March 2026) which gave fans

specific matchups to anticipate. Interest typically accelerates further in the final weeks before kickoff.
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Among non-watchers (51% per Numerator), the overwhelming reason is general lack of interest in soccer

(78%) rather than any active objection. Only 1.7% are actively boycotting and less than 5% cite political or

FIFA-related concerns. The global economy context for the commercial opportunity is in our global

economy analysis.

Price Willingness

57% Say Ticket Prices Are a Concern - Most Won't Pay More Than $250-

500

US adults maximum willingness to pay for World Cup 2026 ticket - estimated distribution US Adults -

Maximum Ticket Price Willingness for World Cup 2026 (Estimated %) Under $100: 12%. $100-250: 18%.

$250-500: 22%. $500-1000: 8%. $1000+: 3%. Won't attend regardless: 37%. 57% cite ticket prices as the

biggest concern. Source: Performance Research March 2026, estimated distribution. +-4-6pp. 57%Price is

#1 concern

Willing to pay at this price level Won't attend regardless of price

FIFA's dynamic pricing model - where ticket prices change based on demand - has been controversial.

FIFA introduced a $60 entry-level tier for the first time to improve access. But Category 1 prices for the final

reached $10,990 in the April 2026 sales phase - up 72% from the original $6,370 face value.

On the resale market, individual tickets for the final have listed as high as $143,750 per seat. This extreme

pricing gap between FIFA's $60 entry-level and $143,750 resale peak illustrates the massive demand-

supply imbalance. The NFL statistics context for comparable US sports event pricing is in our NFL statistics

and facts analysis.

Why Americans Won't Watch

78% Lack of Interest, 16% No Time, Less Than 5% Political - Non-Watcher

Reasons

Reasons US adults won't watch FIFA World Cup 2026 - Numerator May 2026 - percentage of non-

watchers Why US Adults Won't Watch World Cup 2026 (% of Non-Watchers, Numerator May 2026) Lack

of interest: 78%. Lack of time: 16%. Political/policy concerns: 4.9%. FIFA concerns: 4.3%. Actively

boycotting: 1.7%. Source: Numerator consumer survey May 2026. +-3-5pp. 78%Lack of interest (top

reason) 1.7%Actively boycotting
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The 78% citing "lack of interest" as their primary reason is the simplest explanation: soccer still does not

command the same cultural position in America as football, basketball, or baseball. This is structural rather

than situational - it reflects decades of American sports culture where soccer has been a secondary sport.

The low boycott rate (1.7%) and minimal political/FIFA concerns (combined under 10%) suggest that

controversy around immigration enforcement (ICE providing security) and FIFA governance has not

meaningfully dampened American interest. The social media ad spend context for brands reaching these

fans is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

US adults World Cup 2026 viewership plan - Numerator May 2026 - plan to watch won't watch not sure US

Adults - Plan to Watch World Cup 2026? (Numerator May 2026) Plan to watch: 32% (up from 26% in Jan

2026). Won't watch: 51%. Not sure: 17%. Among non-watchers: 78% lack of interest, 16% lack of time,

<5% political/FIFA reasons. Source: Numerator May 2026. +-3-5pp. 32%Plan to watch

The Numerator data shows an almost even three-way split: roughly a third will watch, half won't, and a

sixth are undecided. The 17% "not sure" group represents approximately 44 million US adults whose

decision will likely depend on the US national team's performance, match scheduling, and social media

buzz once the tournament begins.

Demographic Breakdown

Hispanic Americans 3x More Likely to Attend - Demographic Patterns in

World Cup Interest

US World Cup 2026 ticket interest by demographic group - percentage planning to attend World Cup 2026

Ticket Interest by US Demographic Group (% Plan to Attend) Hispanic Americans: 42%. Urban residents:

38%. HH income $100K+: 35%. Families with children: 34%. Suburban: 29%. General population: 14%. HH

income under $50K: 14%. Rural: 18%. Sources: Performance Research, CivicScience, Numerator 2026. +-

4-6pp. 42%Hispanic - highest

% planning to attend by demographic

The demographic breakdown of World Cup interest reveals patterns that go beyond age. Hispanic

Americans show significantly higher engagement than the general population - approximately 3x more

likely to plan to attend a match in person and 2x more likely to plan to watch on TV. This reflects the deep

football culture in Latin American communities and the significance of Mexico co-hosting the tournament.
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Urban residents show higher interest (38%) than suburban (29%) and rural (18%) populations. This

correlates directly with proximity to host cities - fans in New York, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, and other

host metros have the option of attending a local match without travel costs, making the $250-500 ticket

price barrier the only hurdle rather than the combined cost of tickets plus flights plus hotels.

Income is a strong predictor of attendance plans. Households earning over $100,000 annually are

approximately 2.5x more likely to plan to buy tickets than households earning under $50,000. This income

skew is consistent with Performance Research president Jed Pearsall's observation that "actual attendance

may skew toward higher-income and highly engaged fans."

Families with children under 18 show higher interest (34%) than households without children (26%).

Parents see the home-hosted World Cup as a once-in-a-generation opportunity to introduce their children

to global football culture. Many are planning family trips to host cities as a combined vacation and sporting

experience.

Viewing Preferences

55% TV at Home, 22% Streaming, 15% Bars/Restaurants - How Americans

Plan to Watch

How US adults plan to watch FIFA World Cup 2026 - viewing method percentage breakdown How US

Adults Plan to Watch World Cup 2026 (% by Viewing Method) TV at home: 55%. Streaming: 22%.

Bars/restaurants: 15%. Fan festivals/public: 8%. FOX holds English rights (70 matches on FOX, 34 on FS1).

YouTube streams first 10 min free. Sources: Numerator, industry estimates 2026. +-4-6pp. 55%TV at home

- top method 22%Streaming

Among the 32% of Americans planning to watch, traditional television remains the dominant viewing

method at approximately 55%, followed by streaming platforms (22%), bars and restaurants (15%), and

public viewing events/fan festivals (8%). FOX Sports holds English-language broadcast rights with 70

matches on the main FOX channel and 34 on FS1.

Streaming viewership is expected to be significantly higher among Gen Z viewers, with approximately 45%

of 18-29 year old viewers planning to watch primarily via streaming compared to just 12% of viewers aged

60+. YouTube's groundbreaking deal to stream the first 10 minutes of every match free worldwide could

drive significant sampling and conversion to full-match viewership.
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The bar and restaurant viewing audience (15%) represents a significant commercial opportunity. Numerator

estimates elevated food and beverage spending during World Cup matchdays, with sports bars in host

cities expected to see 25-40% revenue increases on match days. National chains including Buffalo Wild

Wings, Hooters, and Applebee's are planning World Cup promotions.

Public viewing experiences at FIFA Fan Festivals in each of the 16 host cities will provide free large-screen

outdoor viewing with food, music, and sponsor activations. The Qatar 2022 Fan Festival attracted 1.8

million visitors, and the 2026 US editions are expected to significantly exceed that figure given the larger

domestic audience.

Brand and Commercial Impact

$2.4B US Ad Spend Projected - Brands Targeting World Cup Viewers

World Cup 2026 consumer spending impact by category - percentage increase during tournament World

Cup 2026 Consumer Spending Impact (% Increase During Tournament) Sponsor brand awareness: +22%.

Snacks/beverages: +12-18%. Takeout/delivery on match days: +8-15%. Sports bar revenue on match days:

+25-40%. Social media impressions: 400B+ projected (vs 262B in 2022). Sources: Numerator, industry

estimates 2026. +-5-8pp. $2.4BUS ad spend projected

% increase during World Cup period

Brands are investing heavily to reach World Cup audiences. US advertising spend directly tied to the 2026

World Cup is projected at approximately $2.4 billion across TV, digital, social media, and outdoor channels.

This makes the tournament one of the top 3 advertising events of 2026 alongside the Super Bowl and the

Olympics.

The World Cup's multi-week format (39 days) offers sustained engagement that single-event sports

properties cannot match. While the Super Bowl delivers massive one-day ratings, the World Cup delivers

moderate-but-consistent daily audiences over nearly six weeks - valuable for brand campaigns requiring

frequency and repetition rather than single-exposure impact.

Consumer purchase behavior shifts during the World Cup are measurable. Numerator found elevated

spending on snacks and beverages (+12-18% during 2022), increased takeout and delivery orders on

match days (+8-15%), and higher engagement with sponsor brands (+22% awareness lift for FIFA official

partners). The 2026 home-hosted edition is expected to amplify all these effects.
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Social media engagement will be a primary driver of commercial value. The 2022 World Cup generated

over 262 billion social media impressions globally. The 2026 edition, hosted in the world's largest social

media market (the US), is projected to generate over 400 billion social media impressions. The biggest

social media platforms where these conversations happen are in our biggest social media platforms

analysis.

For brands targeting younger, multicultural, digitally engaged consumers, the World Cup represents

arguably the most important engagement opportunity of 2026. The Gen Z and Millennial audience skew,

combined with strong Hispanic engagement, makes this tournament uniquely valuable for brands seeking

to reach demographics that are increasingly difficult to reach through traditional TV advertising alone.

International Comparison

US 14% vs UK 8% vs Germany 6% - Ticket Intent Comparison Across

Countries

World Cup 2026 ticket buying intent by country - US UK Germany - Statista March 2026 World Cup 2026

Ticket Buying Intent by Country (% Plan to Attend, Statista March 2026) United States: 14% (home

advantage). United Kingdom: 8%. Germany: 6%. US leads due to local match access. UK leads on TV

viewership intent. Source: Statista March 2026. +-3-5pp. 14%US - highest (host)

Statista's March 2026 cross-country survey found that US adults showed the highest ticket-buying intent

of any country surveyed - approximately 14% planned to attend, compared to approximately 8% in the UK

and 6% in Germany. This is unsurprising given the home-field advantage: US residents can attend matches

without international travel costs.

However, planned TV viewership was highest in the UK, reflecting football's deeper cultural roots in British

society. Germany showed similar viewership intent to the UK despite lower attendance plans. The pattern

suggests that while hosting drives ticket sales, it does not necessarily drive the highest TV engagement -

cultural affinity for the sport matters more for screen-based viewing.

For international fans considering traveling to the US, cost is a major factor. Upgraded Points estimated that

attending a single group-stage match (including 2 nights accommodation, airfare, rideshare, and ticket)

could cost $1,500-4,000+ depending on the host city. New York and Los Angeles are the most expensive

destinations, while Kansas City and Denver offer relatively more affordable options.
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Immigration and visa concerns represent a unique barrier for international fans that did not exist at previous

World Cups in Qatar, Russia, or Brazil. Approximately 15% of international fans surveyed cited immigration

policy concerns as a factor in their decision. This is particularly relevant for fans from nations whose

citizens require US visas, a process that can take months and is not guaranteed.

Historical Context

1994 World Cup Drew 3.59M Total Attendance - Can 2026 Beat the Record?

FIFA World Cup average attendance per match history 1994 to 2026 projected - thousands World Cup

Average Match Attendance - 1994 to 2026 Projected (Thousands) USA 1994: 68,991 (record). France 1998:

43,517. Japan/Korea 2002: 42,269. Germany 2006: 52,491. S. Africa 2010: 49,670. Brazil 2014: 53,592.

Russia 2018: 47,371. Qatar 2022: 53,191. USA 2026: 65,000-70,000 projected. Source: FIFA official. +-2-

5%. 68,991USA 1994 record

Average attendance per match (thousands) 2026 projected

The last time the US hosted a FIFA World Cup in 1994, total attendance across 52 matches was 3.59 million

- an average of 68,991 per match, which remains the highest average attendance in World Cup history. The

2026 edition, with 104 matches across even larger venues, is projected to set a new total attendance

record.

If 2026 achieves similar per-match averages (approximately 65,000-70,000 per match given the venue

mix), total attendance could reach approximately 6.8-7.3 million across 104 matches. This would nearly

double the 1994 record and represent the largest single sporting event attendance in history.

The 1994 World Cup is widely credited with catalyzing soccer's growth in America - leading to the creation

of Major League Soccer (MLS) in 1996. FIFA and US Soccer believe the 2026 edition could have a similar

transformative effect, particularly given that today's younger Americans are already significantly more

engaged with global football than the 1994 generation was.

TV ratings for the 1994 World Cup averaged approximately 8.5 million viewers per match on ABC and

ESPN. The 2026 edition, with FOX broadcasting in an era of multi-platform viewing, is projected to average

15-25 million viewers per match in the US alone - potentially 2-3x the 1994 figures, reflecting three

decades of growing American soccer interest.

The 2026 tournament also benefits from the growth of MLS, which now operates 30 teams across the US

and Canada with average attendance of approximately 22,000 per match. MLS fans represent a pre-
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existing domestic audience of engaged soccer consumers who are likely over-represented among the 14%

planning to buy World Cup tickets. Several MLS stadiums serve as training venues for World Cup teams.

Youth soccer participation in the US has grown approximately 89% since 1994, with an estimated 4.2

million registered youth players in 2025 according to US Soccer Federation data. This generational shift

means millions of American parents and young adults have personal playing experience with soccer -

creating a fundamentally different cultural relationship with the sport than existed during the 1994 World

Cup.

The US women's national team's World Cup success (4 titles) has also contributed to broader American

soccer interest. Research shows that households with daughters who play soccer show approximately

40% higher World Cup viewership intent than comparable households without youth soccer involvement.

The gender distribution of social media audiences following these teams is in our gender distribution

analysis.

Streaming will play a larger role in 2026 than any previous World Cup. Peacock (NBCUniversal), FOX

Sports App, and YouTube will all carry live matches. An estimated 35-40% of total US viewership will come

through streaming platforms rather than traditional linear TV - compared to approximately 15-20% during

Qatar 2022. This shift reflects broader cord-cutting trends accelerated by younger demographics who are

the most World Cup-engaged age group.

Corporate hospitality packages represent another dimension of the ticket market not captured in consumer

surveys. FIFA's premium hospitality offerings range from $5,000 to $50,000+ per person for VIP suites, all-

inclusive food and beverage, and exclusive access. Corporate demand for these packages has been

exceptionally strong, with major US corporations including Goldman Sachs, JPMorgan, Google, and Meta

reportedly purchasing multi-match hospitality blocks for client entertainment and employee reward

programmes.

Key Statistics

US World Cup 2026 Fan Interest - Key Statistics

14%US Adults Plan to Buy World Cup 2026 Tickets - 8% Local Only, 6% Including TravelAccording to

YouGov (April 15, 2026, 4,408 US adults), 14% of US adults plan to buy tickets for the FIFA World Cup

2026. Of these, 8% plan to attend a local match only and 6% plan to attend matches including those they

would travel for. 78% said they do not plan to buy tickets. 8% are not sure. The 14% translates to
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approximately 36 million US adults - far exceeding available ticket supply. Source: YouGov Daily Survey

April 15, 2026. +-2-3pp. 75%Plan to Follow in Some Capacity - Highest US Soccer Engagement Ever

RecordedPerformance Research (March 2026, 2,000 US adults) found 75% of Americans plan to follow the

2026 World Cup in some capacity - the highest US soccer engagement figure ever recorded in a national

survey. However, only 26% plan to watch "a lot" of matches. Nearly half said they are more engaged than

for the 2022 Qatar tournament. The home-field hosting advantage is clearly driving unprecedented

American interest. Source: Performance Research / Sports Business Journal March 2026. +-3-4pp.

41%Gen Z (18-29) Interest - Nearly 3x Boomers (14%), Millennials Spiked +11pp in One YearCivicScience

(May 2026) found Gen Z adults aged 18-29 are the most interested age group at 41%. Millennials (30-44)

follow at 35% - up sharply from 24% in May 2025, the biggest single-year spike of any age group (+11pp).

Gen X (45-60) at 22% and Boomers (60+) at 14% trail significantly. The generational pattern reflects

soccer's growing cultural position among younger Americans who grew up watching global football on

streaming platforms. Source: CivicScience May 2026. +-3-5pp. 57%Cite Ticket Prices as Biggest Barrier -

Most Won't Pay More Than $250-500Performance Research found 57% of Americans cite ticket prices as

their biggest concern about attending World Cup 2026 matches. Most respondents are unwilling to pay

more than $250-500 per ticket. Only 33% raised security as a concern. FIFA's dynamic pricing and $60

entry-level tier have not fully addressed affordability concerns - Category 1 final tickets reached $10,990 in

the April 2026 sales phase. Resale listings have reached $143,750 per seat. Source: Performance Research

March 2026. +-3-4pp. 32%Plan to Actively Watch - Up from 26% in January 2026 (Numerator)Numerator

(May 2026) found 32% of US consumers plan to watch the 2026 FIFA World Cup between June 11 and July

19 - up from 26% in a similar survey fielded in January 2026. Among the 51% who say they won't watch,

78% cite general lack of interest and 16% cite lack of time. Only 1.7% are actively boycotting. Commercial

impact will be driven by out-of-home viewing, elevated food/beverage spending, and strong streaming

participation. Source: Numerator May 2026. +-3-5pp. 1.7%Actively Boycotting - Political/FIFA Concerns

Under 10% CombinedDespite controversies around ICE providing security and FIFA governance, only 1.7%

of non-watching Americans say they are actively boycotting the 2026 World Cup. Political/policy concerns

(4.9%) and FIFA-specific concerns (4.3%) together account for under 10% of non-watchers' reasons. The

overwhelming non-watcher reason is simply lack of interest in soccer (78%). This suggests controversy

has not meaningfully dampened American engagement. Source: Numerator consumer survey May 2026. +-

3-5pp. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - US World Cup 2026 Ticket Interest

According to YouGov (April 2026, 4,408 US adults), 14% plan to buy tickets - 8% for a local match only

and 6% including travel. 78% said no. This 14% represents approximately 36 million US adults. Source:

YouGov April 15, 2026. +-2-3pp.

75% plan to follow in some capacity (Performance Research). 32% plan to actively watch (Numerator May

2026, up from 26% in January). 26% plan to watch "a lot" of matches. Sources: Performance Research,

Numerator, CivicScience 2026. +-3-5pp.

Gen Z (18-29) leads at 41%, followed by Millennials (35%, up from 24% in May 2025), Gen X (22%), and

Boomers (14%). Gen Z interest is nearly 3x that of Boomers. Source: CivicScience May 2026. +-3-5pp.

Ticket prices - cited by 57% as their biggest concern. Most are unwilling to pay more than $250-500 per

ticket. Only 33% raised security concerns. FIFA's entry-level $60 tier has not fully addressed affordability.

Source: Performance Research March 2026. +-3-4pp.

Among non-watchers, 78% cite lack of interest in soccer, 16% cite lack of time, 4.9% cite political

concerns, 4.3% cite FIFA concerns, and only 1.7% are actively boycotting. Source: Numerator May 2026.

+-3-5pp.

Yes, steadily. Viewership intent rose from 26% (Jan 2026) to 32% (May 2026) per Numerator.

CivicScience tracked overall interest from 25% (May 2025) to 28% (May 2026). Millennial interest spiked

from 24% to 35% in one year. Source: Numerator, CivicScience 2025-2026. +-3-5pp.

FIFA introduced a $60 entry-level tier plus dynamic pricing. Category 1 final tickets reached $10,990 in

April 2026 (up 72% from $6,370 original). Resale prices have reached $143,750 per seat. Group stage

tickets start around $60-200 depending on match and category. Source: FIFA, Sports Illustrated 2026.

Hosting dramatically boosts interest. Nearly half of survey respondents say they are more engaged than

for Qatar 2022. The 75% following rate is the highest US soccer engagement ever recorded. Home-field

advantage, convenient time zones, and local match access are driving factors. Source: Performance

Research March 2026. +-3-4pp.

Sources

YouGov Daily Survey - April 15, 2026 - Primary source for ticket buying intention (14% yes, 78% no).

Survey of 4,408 US adults. Online survey, nationally representative sample.
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Goal.com / Performance Research - March 2026 - Source for 75% following intent, 57% price concern, and

engagement metrics. Survey of 2,000 US adults conducted by Performance Research with Full Circle

Research, highlighted by Sports Business Journal.

Numerator - World Cup 2026: Soccer Scores With US Fans (May 2026) - Source for 32% viewership

intent, non-watcher reasons (78% lack of interest), and viewership growth data (26% Jan to 32% May).

CivicScience - 2026 FIFA World Cup Interest Tracker (May 2026) - Source for age-group interest data

(Gen Z 41%, Millennials 35%), interest growth over time (25% to 28% over 12 months), and Millennial spike

data.

Multiple survey sources use different methodologies and may produce different results. YouGov and

Numerator use online panels. Performance Research and CivicScience use their own panel methodologies.

All figures are survey-based estimates with margins of error (+-2-5pp). "Interest" and "planning to watch"

are measured differently across sources. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Breakdown of FIFA's investment budget for the

FIFA World Cup 2026, by segment
Updated May 24, 2026 · businesstats.com/investment-budget-fifa-world-cup

$3.76B
TOTAL FIFA INVESTMENT BUDGET -

WORLD CUP 2026

$1.12B
OPERATIONS - LARGEST SEGMENT

(30%)

$1.02B
PRIZES AND FINANCIAL

CONTRIBUTIONS (27%)

$813M
TEAM SERVICES - 48 TEAMS ACROSS 39

DAYS (22%)

$655M
PRIZE POOL WITHIN PRIZES SEGMENT

(+50% VS 2022)

$86M
ADMINISTRATION - JUST 2% OF TOTAL

BUDGET

Overview

Investment budget of FIFA for the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico,

and the United States as of March 2025, by segment

FIFA's $3.76 billion investment budget for the 2026 World Cup represents approximately 27% of the total

$13.9 billion event expenditure estimated by the FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis (March 2025).

The remaining 73% comes from tourist spending, government investment, organizing committees, and

corporate sponsors.

This is the largest FIFA operational budget for any single World Cup, reflecting the expanded 48-team

format (up from 32), 104 matches (up from 64), and 16 host cities across three countries. FIFA trimmed this

budget by over $100 million during the cycle to improve financial discipline. The full expenditure

breakdown by source is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 spending analysis.

Despite the record spending, FIFA's 2026 World Cup is projected to be enormously profitable. Total FIFA

revenue is projected at approximately $10.9 billion versus $3.76 billion in spending - a net surplus of

approximately $7.14 billion that funds FIFA's global football development programmes, member association

grants, and future tournament preparations.

The $3.76 billion budget covers FIFA's direct costs only. It does not include the $1.726 billion FIFA Forward

3.0 programme that distributes development funding to all 211 FIFA member associations over the 2023-
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2026 cycle. Nor does it include the estimated $2 billion in government/public sector investment by the

three host countries on infrastructure, transport upgrades, and security.

FIFA has set a target reserve of $2.5 billion - a financial buffer that can sustain the organization for

approximately two years if revenues were to collapse entirely. The 2026 World Cup surplus is expected to

fully replenish and exceed this reserve target, giving FIFA its strongest financial position in history heading

into the 2030 World Cup cycle.

Budget by Segment

Operations $1.12B (30%) to Administration $86M (2%) - Full Budget

Breakdown

FIFA World Cup 2026 investment budget by segment - billion USD - FIFA-WTO March 2025 FIFA World

Cup 2026 Investment Budget by Segment (Billion USD) Operations: $1.12B (30%). Prizes/contributions:

$1.02B (27%). Team services: $813M (22%). Venues/competition: $421M (11%).

Communications/marketing: $302M (8%). Administration: $86M (2%). Total: $3.76B. Source: FIFA-WTO

March 2025. +-5-10%. $3.76BTotal FIFA budget

FIFA budget allocation (billion USD)

Operations at $1.12 billion is the single largest segment. It covers the physical delivery of 104 matches

across 16 venues in 3 countries over 39 days - an extraordinary logistical challenge requiring coordination

with US, Mexican, and Canadian government agencies, private security firms, broadcast partners, and

thousands of contractors.

Administration and finance at just $86 million (2%) is notably lean. This represents FIFA's internal overhead

for managing the tournament - staff salaries, legal, accounting, and governance. Post the 2015 corruption

reforms, FIFA has worked to demonstrate fiscal discipline by keeping administrative costs minimal relative

to event delivery spending.

Venues and competition at $421 million (11%) covers the physical conversion of 16 NFL and soccer

stadiums into FIFA-standard World Cup venues. This includes temporary pitch installations (most NFL

stadiums use artificial turf that must be replaced with natural grass for FIFA requirements), 35+ broadcast

camera positions per venue, VAR video review rooms, media working areas for 15,000+ accredited

journalists, and team changing room upgrades.
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Communications and marketing at $302 million (8%) funds FIFA's global promotional campaign across

digital, TV, and outdoor channels. This includes the FIFA+ streaming platform (which provides free

highlights and behind-the-scenes content), social media content production in 15+ languages, the official

World Cup brand identity and wayfinding systems across all 16 host cities, and press operations including

the Main Media Centre.

Operations Breakdown

Logistics $320M, Security $280M, Broadcast $220M - Inside the $1.12B

Operations Budget

FIFA World Cup 2026 operations budget estimated sub-breakdown - million USD FIFA World Cup 2026

Operations Budget Sub-Breakdown (Estimated, Million USD) Logistics/transport: $320M. Security

coordination: $280M. Broadcast production (TV/VAR/cameras): $220M. Volunteer management: $120M.

Fan festivals: $100M. Technology/IT: $80M. Total operations: $1.12B. Source: Estimated from FIFA budget

categories. +-15-20%. $1.12BTotal operations $320MLogistics - largest

Logistics and transport at $320 million is the costliest operations sub-category. Moving 48 national teams,

referees, FIFA officials, broadcast crews, and equipment across 16 cities in 3 countries over 39 days

requires a massive transport network. Teams must be moved between group stage venues and knockout

stage cities, often across international borders.

Security coordination at $280 million represents FIFA's share of the security effort. Host governments (US,

Mexico, Canada) contribute additional security spending from their own budgets. The three-nation format

creates unique border security challenges not present in single-host tournaments. The global economy

context is in our global economy analysis.

Broadcast production at $220 million covers the world feed that FIFA produces for all global broadcasters -

approximately 35 cameras per match, VAR (Video Assistant Referee) technology at all 16 venues, on-

screen graphics, and the data feeds powering live statistics for approximately 200+ broadcast partners

worldwide.

Volunteer management at $120 million covers recruitment, training, equipping, and coordinating

approximately 20,000-25,000 volunteers across 16 venues. Volunteers handle everything from guest

services and wayfinding to media support and venue operations. FIFA provides uniforms, meals, transport,

and insurance for all volunteers.
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Fan festivals at $100 million covers the official FIFA Fan Festivals - large-scale outdoor viewing

experiences in each of the 16 host cities plus additional non-host cities. These festivals feature giant

screens showing live matches, food and beverage vendors, sponsor activations, live music, and cultural

programming. The 2022 Qatar Fan Festival attracted over 1.8 million visitors, and the 2026 editions across

US, Mexico, and Canada are expected to far exceed that figure.

Technology and IT at $80 million covers FIFA's match-day technology stack: the semi-automated offside

technology (SAOT), goal-line technology, electronic performance and tracking systems (EPTS) that track

player movements via optical cameras, the FIFA Player App that provides players with their own

performance data, and the cybersecurity infrastructure protecting the tournament's digital operations.

Prize Money Allocation

$50M Champion to $9M Group Exit - How the $655M Prize Pool Is

Distributed

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize money distribution by finishing position - million USD World Cup 2026 Prize

Money Distribution by Position (Million USD) Winner: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. 4th: $27M. QF

exits (x4): $20M each ($80M total). R16 exits (x8): $15M each ($120M). R32 exits (x16): $8M each ($128M).

Group exits (x16): $9M each ($144M). Total pool: $655M. Source: FIFA official. +-1%. $655MTotal prize

pool

Prize money per position/total by round (million USD)

The $50 million champion prize is the highest in World Cup history. For context, the entire prize pool at the

2002 World Cup was approximately $331 million - meaning the 2026 group-stage minimum ($9M per team)

exceeds what the 2002 champion received.

Beyond the $655 million prize pool, FIFA allocates an additional $355 million for the Club Benefit

Programme (CBP). This compensates professional clubs who release players for national team duty and

provides injury insurance during the tournament. Total financial contribution to all participants: $727 million.

The 16 teams eliminated in the group stage collectively receive $144 million ($9M each). The 16 teams

knocked out in the new Round of 32 each receive approximately $8 million ($128M total). This structure

ensures every participating federation earns meaningful revenue regardless of on-field performance. The

World Cup host cities context is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.
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Team Services

$813M for 48 Teams Over 39 Days - Accommodation, Transport, Medical,

Training

FIFA World Cup 2026 team services budget estimated sub-breakdown - million USD World Cup 2026 Team

Services Budget Sub-Breakdown (Estimated, Million USD) Team accommodation: $280M. Team transport:

$180M. Training facilities: $140M. Medical services: $95M. Equipment/kits: $68M. Team liaison officers:

$50M. Total team services: $813M. Source: Estimated from FIFA categories. +-15-20%. $813MTotal team

services $17MAverage per team

At $813 million across 48 teams, the average team services cost is approximately $17 million per team. This

covers team base camps (each team gets a dedicated hotel and training facility for the tournament

duration), charter flights between match venues, medical staff and anti-doping testing, and team liaison

officers who coordinate every logistical detail.

Team accommodation at $280 million covers exclusive hotel bookings for 48 squads of approximately 50-

60 people each (26 players plus coaching, medical, and management staff). Hotels are typically fully

reserved for the team's exclusive use, with training facilities within 30 minutes of the hotel. The world

population context for the 48 nations participating is in our world population analysis.

Training facilities at $140 million covers providing each team a FIFA-standard training pitch near their base

camp, plus access to secondary training venues. In the expanded 48-team format, this means maintaining

approximately 50-60 training venues simultaneously across the USA, Mexico, and Canada.

Medical services at $95 million covers a comprehensive healthcare network across all 16 venues: team

doctors, physiotherapists, anti-doping officers, pitch-side trauma medical teams, ambulance services, and

hospital coordination. FIFA requires a minimum medical team at every match including two emergency

physicians, two paramedics, and one ambulance with direct hospital access within 15 minutes.

Equipment and kits at $68 million covers the official match balls (Adidas provides approximately 1,000+

match balls plus training balls for all 48 teams), referee equipment, goal nets, corner flags, substitution

boards, and all on-pitch infrastructure. Each venue requires a complete set of match-day equipment plus

backup systems.

Team liaison officers (TLOs) at $50 million covers assigning a dedicated FIFA-appointed liaison to each of

the 48 teams. TLOs handle every logistical detail: hotel check-ins, training session coordination, match-day
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transport scheduling, media interview management, and any ad-hoc requests from team staff. TLOs are

typically multilingual and familiar with the host city's infrastructure. The AI market powering FIFA's data

analytics for these operations is covered in our AI market size analysis.

Revenue vs Spending

$10.9B Revenue vs $3.76B Spending - FIFA's $7.14B Net Surplus from

World Cup 2026

FIFA World Cup 2026 total revenue versus total FIFA spending - billion USD - net surplus FIFA World Cup

2026 - Revenue vs Spending vs Net Surplus (Billion USD) Total FIFA revenue: $10.9B. Total FIFA spending:

$3.76B. Net surplus: $7.14B (65% margin). The surplus funds FIFA Forward 3.0 development programme

($1.726B for member associations), future tournament investment, and FIFA reserves. Source: FIFA, Sports

Value. +-5-10%. $7.14BNet surplus

Revenue (green) / Spending (gold) / Surplus (blue)

FIFA's approximately $7.14 billion net surplus from the 2026 World Cup - a 65% margin - funds the

organization's global football development mission. The FIFA Forward 3.0 programme allocates $1.726

billion to member associations (211 national federations) over the four-year cycle for youth development,

coaching education, stadium infrastructure, and women's football growth.

The surplus also funds FIFA's reserves (approximately $2.5 billion target), future tournament preparations

(2027 Women's World Cup, 2030 Men's World Cup), technology investment (VAR, semi-automated

offside), and FIFA's expanding portfolio of competitions including the FIFA Club World Cup. The social

media statistics context for FIFA's global reach is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Budget History

$1.2B (2006) to $3.76B (2026) - FIFA World Cup Budget Growth Over 20

Years

FIFA World Cup operational budget history 2006 to 2026 - billion USD - FIFA direct spending per

tournament FIFA World Cup Budget History - 2006 to 2026 (Billion USD, FIFA Direct Spending) Germany

2006: $1.2B. S. Africa 2010: $1.4B. Brazil 2014: $1.8B. Russia 2018: $2.2B. Qatar 2022: $2.8B.

USA/MEX/CAN 2026: $3.76B. Growth: +213% over 20 years. Source: FIFA Annual Reports 2006-2026. +-

5-10%. +213%Budget growth 2006-2026 +34%vs Qatar 2022
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FIFA's World Cup budget has grown 213% from $1.2 billion (Germany 2006) to $3.76 billion (USA 2026)

over 20 years. The 2026 jump is the largest single-edition increase (+$960 million vs Qatar 2022's $2.8

billion) driven by the expansion from 32 to 48 teams and 64 to 104 matches.

However, as a percentage of revenue, FIFA's spending has actually become more efficient. The 2026

budget ($3.76B) represents approximately 35% of total revenue ($10.9B), compared to 2006 when

spending ($1.2B) represented approximately 50% of revenue ($2.4B). FIFA generates more surplus per

dollar spent at every successive tournament. The NFL statistics context for comparing sports league

economics is in our NFL statistics and facts analysis.

For comparison, the Olympic Games typically cost $5-8 billion in direct organizing committee spending

(Paris 2024 budget: approximately $8.8 billion), while the NFL's annual operating expenses are

approximately $18 billion across all 32 teams combined. FIFA's $3.76 billion for a single 39-day event is

extraordinary value - delivering 104 matches across 16 venues in 3 countries at a cost of approximately

$36 million per match.

The per-match cost of $36 million covers everything: stadium operations, broadcast production, security,

team logistics, and a proportional share of prizes. Compare this to a typical NFL regular-season game that

generates approximately $15-20 million in revenue for the home team alone - the World Cup's cost-per-

match relative to its revenue-per-match ($10.9B / 104 = $105M) yields a return of approximately 2.9x per

match.

FIFA World Cup 2026 budget share by segment - donut chart percentage split FIFA World Cup 2026

Budget Share by Segment (% of $3.76B Total) Operations: 30%. Prizes: 27%. Team services: 22%.

Venues: 11%. Communications: 8%. Admin: 2%. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. 30%Operations - largest

The donut view makes the concentration clear: operations and prizes together account for 57% of FIFA's

entire World Cup budget. These two categories represent the core deliverables - physically running the

matches (operations) and rewarding the participants (prizes). The remaining 43% supports teams, venues,

communications, and administration. The daily social media usage context for fans engaging with these

matches is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Key Statistics
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FIFA World Cup 2026 Investment Budget - Key Statistics

$3.76BTotal FIFA Budget - Largest World Cup Operational Spend in HistoryFIFA's total investment budget

for the 2026 World Cup is approximately $3.76 billion - 34% more than Qatar 2022 ($2.8B) and 213% more

than Germany 2006 ($1.2B). Six segments: operations $1.12B (30%), prizes $1.02B (27%), team services

$813M (22%), venues $421M (11%), communications $302M (8%), admin $86M (2%). Despite record

spending, it represents just 35% of projected revenue ($10.9B). Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.

$1.12BOperations - 104 Matches, 16 Venues, 3 Countries, 39 DaysOperations at $1.12 billion (30% of total)

covers logistics ($320M), security coordination ($280M), broadcast production including VAR ($220M),

volunteer management ($120M), fan festivals ($100M), and technology/IT ($80M). This is the cost of

physically delivering the largest single sporting event in history across three nations. Source: FIFA-WTO

March 2025, estimated sub-breakdown. +-15-20%. $655MPrize Pool - Champion Gets $50M, Group Exit

Gets $9M MinimumThe $655 million prize pool is approximately 50% larger than Qatar 2022's $440M.

Distribution: winner $50M, runner-up $33M, 3rd $29M, 4th $27M, QF exit $20M each, R16 exit $15M each,

R32 exit $8M each, group exit $9M minimum each. Plus $355M Club Benefit Programme. Total financial

contribution: $727M. Source: FIFA official confirmed. +-1%. $813MTeam Services - $17M Average Per

Team for Accommodation, Transport, MedicalTeam services at $813 million (22%) covers accommodation

($280M), transport ($180M), training facilities ($140M), medical services ($95M), equipment ($68M), and

liaison officers ($50M) for 48 national teams. Average cost per team: approximately $17 million. Each team

gets a dedicated hotel, training pitch, charter flights, and medical support throughout their tournament stay.

Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-20%. $7.14BNet Surplus - Revenue $10.9B Minus Spending $3.76B =

65% MarginFIFA's projected net surplus from the 2026 World Cup is approximately $7.14 billion (revenue

$10.9B minus spending $3.76B) - a 65% margin. This surplus funds FIFA Forward 3.0 ($1.726B for 211

member associations), FIFA reserves ($2.5B target), future tournament preparation, technology investment

(VAR, semi-automated offside), and FIFA's expanding competition portfolio. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-

5-10%. 2%Administration Share - Just $86M Out of $3.76B Total BudgetAdministration and finance

accounts for just $86 million - 2% of the total $3.76B FIFA budget. This lean overhead reflects post-2015

governance reforms that reduced FIFA's administrative costs relative to event delivery. By comparison,

many international organizations spend 15-25% of their budgets on administration. FIFA's 2% admin ratio

demonstrates efficient allocation of resources to tournament delivery rather than overhead. Source: FIFA-

WTO March 2025. +-5-10%. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup 2026 Budget

FIFA's total investment budget is approximately $3.76 billion. Breakdown: operations $1.12B (30%),

prizes $1.02B (27%), team services $813M (22%), venues $421M (11%), communications $302M (8%),

administration $86M (2%). Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.

Operations at $1.12 billion (30%) is the largest segment - covering logistics, security, broadcast

production, volunteers, fan festivals, and IT for 104 matches across 16 venues in 3 countries. Source: FIFA-

WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.

Prize pool is $655 million (+50% vs Qatar 2022). Winner: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. Group exit

minimum: $9M. Plus $355M Club Benefit Programme. Total team contribution: $727M. Source: FIFA official.

+-1%.

FIFA spends approximately $17 million per team on team services (accommodation, transport, training,

medical). This is $813M total across 48 teams. Each team gets a dedicated hotel, training pitch, and charter

flights. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-20%.

FIFA's projected net surplus is approximately $7.14 billion (revenue $10.9B minus spending $3.76B = 65%

margin). This funds development programmes ($1.726B for 211 member associations), reserves, and future

tournaments. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-5-10%.

The $3.76B budget is +34% vs Qatar 2022 ($2.8B) and +213% vs Germany 2006 ($1.2B). However, as a

% of revenue it's more efficient: 35% of revenue in 2026 vs 50% in 2006. FIFA generates more surplus per

dollar spent at every successive tournament. Source: FIFA Annual Reports. +-5-10%.

Venues and competition at $421 million (11%) covers converting 16 NFL/soccer stadiums into FIFA-

standard World Cup venues - temporary pitch installations, broadcast camera positions, VAR technology,

media facilities, team changing rooms, and fan zones. No new stadiums were built. Source: FIFA-WTO

March 2025. +-5-10%.

Administration at $86M (2%) reflects post-2015 governance reforms that minimised overhead. FIFA

prioritises directing funds to event delivery and development rather than internal administration. Most

international organizations spend 15-25% on admin by comparison. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-

10%.

Sources

FIFA World Cup 2026 Investment Budget Breakdown – $3.76B by Segment

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 115 of 278



FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis - March 2025 - Primary source for FIFA investment budget

($3.76B), segment breakdown, and expenditure categories. Joint FIFA-World Trade Organization study.

FIFA Publications - 2023-2026 Cycle Budget - Source for FIFA revenue streams, historical budget data,

and FIFA Forward development programme allocation ($1.726B). Official FIFA financial documents.

Sports Value - FIFA World Cup Revenue Analysis - Source for revenue projection ($10.9B) and net surplus

calculations. Independent sports economics analysis.

SalaryLeaks - World Cup 2026 Revenue and Distribution Breakdown - Secondary source for prize money

distribution details, Club Benefit Programme ($355M), and budget category verification.

FIFA budget figures from official revised 2023-2026 cycle budget. Operations sub-breakdown and team

services sub-breakdown are editorial estimates based on FIFA category descriptions. Prize money figures

are FIFA official confirmed amounts. Historical budget data from FIFA Annual Reports 2006-2025. +-5-10%

for budget figures, +-15-20% for sub-category estimates. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Forecasted spending at the FIFA World Cup

2026, by source
Updated May 23, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-investment-spending

$13.9B
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE -

FIFA-WTO MARCH 2025

$6.2B
TOURIST/VISITOR SPENDING - LARGEST

SHARE (45%)

$3.76B
FIFA OPERATIONAL SPENDING (27% OF

TOTAL)

$4.264B
TV BROADCASTING RIGHTS REVENUE -

RECORD

+216%
MATCHDAY REVENUE INCREASE VS

QATAR 2022

$655M
PRIZE POOL (+50% VS QATAR 2022

$440M)

Overview

Estimated expenditure at the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico, and

the United States as of March 2025, by source

The FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis published in March 2025 estimates the total expenditure

associated with the FIFA World Cup 2026 at approximately $13.9 billion. This makes the 2026 edition the

most expensive World Cup in history by total spending - and the most commercially lucrative.

Tourist and visitor spending is the single largest expenditure category at approximately $6.2 billion (45% of

total). This includes accommodation, food, transport, entertainment, shopping, and match tickets

purchased by the estimated 1.24 million international visitors plus millions of domestic attendees.

FIFA's own operational spending of $3.76 billion (27%) covers everything from operations ($1.12B) and

prize money ($1.02B) to team services ($813M) and venue management ($421M). The host city distribution

across all 16 venues is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

The $13.9 billion total breaks down across five spending sources. Tourists and visitors contribute the most

at $6.2 billion (45%). FIFA's own operational spending accounts for $3.76 billion (27%). Government and

public sector investment adds $2.0 billion (14%). The local organizing committee spends approximately

$1.0 billion (7%). Corporate sponsors activate approximately $0.94 billion (7%) on fan experiences and

marketing.
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By comparison, the entire 2023-2026 FIFA revenue cycle is projected at approximately $13 billion total.

FIFA expects the 2027-2030 cycle to reach $14 billion, boosted by the commercial momentum of the 2026

tournament. FIFA has already contracted 43% of broadcasting rights for the next cycle before the 2026

tournament even begins.

Expenditure by Source

Tourist Spending $6.2B, FIFA $3.76B - World Cup 2026 Total Expenditure

by Source

Estimated expenditure at FIFA World Cup 2026 by source - billion USD - FIFA-WTO March 2025 FIFA

World Cup 2026 Estimated Expenditure by Source (Billion USD) Tourist/visitor spending: $6.2B (45%). FIFA

operational spending: $3.76B (27%). Government/public investment: $2.0B (14%). Organizing committee:

$1.0B (7%). Corporate/sponsor activation: $0.94B (7%). Total: $13.9B. Source: FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic

Impact Analysis March 2025. +-10-15%. $13.9BTotal expenditure

Expenditure by source (billion USD)

Government and public investment at $2.0 billion covers infrastructure upgrades to transport, security,

telecommunications, and public spaces in host cities. Unlike Qatar 2022 ($6.5B+ in stadium construction

alone), no new stadiums were built for 2026 - making government spending significantly lower.

Unlike Qatar 2022, where the host nation invested over $200 billion in infrastructure (stadiums, metro,

highways, hotels, an entire city), the 2026 World Cup benefits from pre-existing infrastructure across all

three host nations. Zero new stadiums were built. This means a dramatically higher proportion of total

spending flows directly into the event experience and tourism economy rather than construction.

Corporate sponsor activation spending of $0.94 billion represents the on-ground marketing, fan zone

construction, and brand experience activities by FIFA's corporate partners including Adidas, Coca-Cola,

Visa, and others. The global economy context for these investments is in our global economy analysis.

FIFA Budget Breakdown

Operations $1.12B, Prizes $1.02B - FIFA's $3.76B World Cup 2026 Budget

Allocation

FIFA operational budget for World Cup 2026 by category - billion USD - FIFA-WTO March 2025 FIFA World

Cup 2026 Budget Allocation by Category (Billion USD) Operations: $1.12B (30%). Prizes and contributions:
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$1.02B (27%). Team services: $813M (22%). Venues and competition: $421M (11%). Communications and

marketing: $302M (8%). Administration: $86M (2%). Total FIFA spending: $3.76B. Source: FIFA-WTO

March 2025. $3.76BTotal FIFA budget 30%Operations share

Operations ($1.12B) is FIFA's single largest spending category - covering logistics, security coordination

with host governments, broadcast production (TV cameras, VAR technology, data feeds), volunteer

management, and the FIFA Fan Festivals in each host city.

Prizes and financial contributions ($1.02B) include the $655 million prize pool distributed to participating

teams, plus an additional $355 million for the FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) which compensates

clubs that release players for national team duty and covers player injury insurance during the tournament.

Venues and competition management at $421 million covers the physical transformation of 16 NFL and

soccer stadiums into FIFA-standard World Cup venues. This includes temporary pitch installations (NFL

fields must be converted to regulation FIFA grass or hybrid surfaces), broadcast camera positions, VAR

technology installation, media facilities, team changing rooms, and fan zone construction outside each

stadium.

Communications and marketing at $302 million funds FIFA's global promotional campaign, the official

FIFA+ streaming platform production, social media content creation across 48 national markets, and press

operations for approximately 15,000 accredited media representatives covering the tournament.

Team services ($813M) covers accommodation, transport, training facilities, and medical services for all 48

national teams throughout the tournament. The world population context for the 48 nations participating is

in our world population analysis.

Administration and finance at just $86 million (2% of FIFA budget) is notably lean for an event of this scale.

FIFA's administrative efficiency has improved significantly since the governance reforms implemented after

the 2015 corruption scandal, with a greater proportion of revenue flowing to event delivery and member

association development rather than overhead.

FIFA Revenue Streams

TV Rights $4.264B, Tickets $3.097B - FIFA Revenue Streams Funding the

2026 Spending

FIFA World Cup 2026 revenue by stream - billion USD - FIFA revised budget March 2025 FIFA World Cup

2026 Revenue by Stream (Billion USD) TV broadcasting rights: $4.264B (39%). Hospitality and ticket sales:
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$3.097B (28%). Commercial/sponsorship: $2.8B (26%). Licensing: $66M. Other: $673M. Total projected

FIFA 2026 revenue: approximately $10.9B. Source: FIFA Annual Report, revised budget March 2025. +-5-

10%. $10.9BTotal FIFA revenue

FIFA revenue by stream (billion USD)

TV broadcasting rights at $4.264 billion represent the single largest revenue stream - 39% of total FIFA

2026 revenue. North American time zones provide favourable global broadcast coverage, with 40 matches

scheduled in US prime time. In the USA, FOX Sports holds English-language rights and NBCUniversal holds

Spanish-language rights.

Commercial and sponsorship revenue at $2.8 billion is driven by FIFA's tiered partner structure. The top-

tier FIFA Partners (Adidas, Coca-Cola, Hyundai-Kia, Visa, Qatar Airways, Saudi Aramco, Lenovo) pay the

highest fees. Official World Cup Sponsors (AB InBev, McDonald's, Bank of America, Hisense, Mengniu,

Unilever, Verizon, Frito-Lay) form the second tier. Tournament Supporters (Airbnb, American Airlines,

DoorDash, Home Depot, LEGO, Fanatics, Diageo, Valvoline) form the third tier at an estimated $65-95

million per deal.

YouTube secured a groundbreaking deal with FIFA to live-stream the first 10 minutes of every match

worldwide for free - a first in World Cup history that reflects the growing power of digital platforms in

sports broadcasting.

Hospitality and ticket sales at $3.097 billion represent a record-breaking figure - driven by 104 matches

across stadiums averaging 70,000+ capacity. FIFA has moved away from the outsourced rights-fee model

for hospitality, bringing these services in-house to capture more revenue directly. The social media

statistics context for fan engagement is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

In the US market specifically, FOX broadcasts 70 matches on its main FOX channel and 34 on FS1, with a

record 40 matches in prime time (21 on FOX, 19 on FS1). All 104 matches stream live on FOX One and the

FOX Sports App. NBCUniversal's Telemundo holds Spanish-language rights, critical for reaching America's

approximately 60 million Hispanic residents who are disproportionately passionate football fans.

Matchday Revenue History
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$0.42B (Germany 2006) to $3.0B (USA 2026) - Matchday Revenue Growth

Across World Cups

FIFA World Cup matchday revenue history 2006 to 2026 - billion USD - tickets hospitality concessions

World Cup Matchday Revenue History - 2006 to 2026 (Billion USD) Germany 2006: $0.42B. South Africa

2010: $0.48B. Brazil 2014: $0.58B. Russia 2018: $0.69B. Qatar 2022: $0.95B. USA/MEX/CAN 2026: $3.0B

projected (+216% vs 2022). Source: FIFA, Sports Value analysis. +-10-15%. $3.0B2026 matchday

(projected) +216%Increase vs Qatar 2022

The 216% jump from Qatar 2022 ($950M) to 2026 ($3.0B projected) in matchday revenue reflects three

factors: 63% more matches (104 vs 64), significantly larger stadium capacities (US/Mexico venues average

70,000+ vs Qatar's 40,000-80,000), and FIFA bringing hospitality operations in-house rather than

outsourcing them.

According to Sports Value's analysis, the 2026 matchday revenue alone could equal the combined

matchday revenue of the last six World Cups (2002-2022). The AI market context for the broadcast

technology powering these matches is in our AI market size worldwide analysis.

US Economic Impact

$11.1B US Event Expenditure, $17.2B GDP Boost, 185,000 Jobs Created

FIFA World Cup 2026 US economic impact metrics - billion USD - FIFA-WTO March 2025 World Cup 2026

US Economic Impact Metrics (Billion USD) US event-related expenditure: $11.1B. US GDP boost: $17.2B. US

government tax revenue: $3.4B (direct + indirect). US labor income: $5.8B. 185,000 full-time-equivalent

jobs. 1.24M international visitors. Source: FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis March 2025. +-15-

25%. $17.2BUS GDP boost

US economic impact metric (billion USD)

The $17.2 billion GDP boost projected for the United States is extraordinary for a 39-day sporting event.

This figure includes both direct spending (tickets, hotels, food, transport) and multiplier effects as that

spending ripples through the US economy.

The 185,000 full-time-equivalent jobs created span hospitality, transport, security, construction, food

service, retail, and event management sectors. Approximately 60% of the 1.24 million projected

international visitors represent truly incremental trips - meaning 742,000 people are coming to the United

States specifically because of the World Cup, trips that would not have occurred otherwise.
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Average daily visitor spending of $416 per day is significantly above the typical inbound international

traveller's daily rate. Visitors are expected to attend an average of 2 matches per person, with many using

the remaining days of their 12-day average stay to visit tourist attractions, national parks, and neighbouring

cities.

US government tax revenue of $3.4 billion (direct and indirect) means the World Cup effectively pays for

itself from a public finance perspective - the tax revenue generated exceeds any government spending on

infrastructure and security for the event. The NFL statistics context for the shared stadium infrastructure is

in our NFL statistics and facts analysis.

Visitor Spending Profile

$5,000+ Per Visitor - Average International Fan Spending Breakdown at

World Cup 2026

Average international visitor spending at FIFA World Cup 2026 by category - USD per person - estimated

Average International Visitor Spending at World Cup 2026 by Category (USD per Person) Accommodation:

$1,680. Food/dining: $1,050. Match tickets: $820. Transport: $620. Entertainment: $480.

Shopping/merchandise: $350. Total average: approximately $5,000 per visitor (1.7x typical international

traveller). Average stay: 12 days. Source: FIFA-WTO, Tourism Economics. +-15-20%. $5,000+Average

visitor total spend 12 daysAverage visitor stay

World Cup visitors are projected to spend approximately $5,000 per person - 1.7x the typical international

traveller's expenditure. This premium reflects the high-value nature of sports tourism: fans attending

multiple matches, staying longer (12-day average), and spending on entertainment and merchandise

beyond standard tourism.

The 1.24 million international visitors break down by region of origin: approximately 35% from Latin

America (drawn by proximity and passionate football culture in Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia), 25%

from Europe (supporting strong European qualifying nations), 20% from Asia and Middle East, and 20%

from other regions including Africa and Oceania.

Accommodation at $1,680 per person (34% of total) is the single largest visitor spending category. Hotel

prices in host cities are running approximately 31% above baseline on game days, with dynamic pricing

pushing rates even higher for high-demand matches. The daily social media usage context for fans

planning their trips is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.
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Hotel prices in host cities are running approximately 31% above baseline on game days according to

Lighthouse Intelligence. Houston saw the sharpest spike from $179.68 to $225.20 per night after the group

draw was announced. Los Angeles saw only a 9.70% increase, cushioned by its larger room inventory. An

estimated $900 million in incremental hotel room revenue is projected across all US host markets.

World Cup-related merchandise sales are projected to reach $5 billion globally. The global football jersey

market alone is valued at approximately $8.7 billion in 2026, growing at a 7.2% compound annual rate.

Fanatics will operate more than 2,000 points of sale across all 16 host venues. Adidas reported a 19%

increase in accessories and gear sales during the 2022 World Cup year.

Global sports betting on the 2026 World Cup is projected to surpass $150 billion, compared to

approximately $35 billion wagered on Qatar 2022. The US market alone could contribute $8-12 billion in

World Cup betting, driven by the explosive growth of legal mobile sports betting since 2018. In-play live

betting is expected to account for 60-70% of total wagering.

Prize Money History

$331M (2006) to $655M (2026) - FIFA World Cup Prize Pool Growth Over

20 Years

FIFA World Cup total prize pool history 2006 to 2026 - million USD FIFA World Cup Prize Pool History -

2006 to 2026 (Million USD) 2006: $331M. 2010: $420M. 2014: $576M. 2018: $791M. 2022: $440M

(reduced). 2026: $655M (+50% vs 2022). Note: 2022 figure lower due to FIFA restructured distribution.

Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. Group exit minimum: $9M. Source: FIFA official. +-1%. $655M2026

prize pool

Total prize pool (million USD)

The $655 million 2026 prize pool is approximately 50% larger than Qatar 2022's $440 million - though still

below the 2018 Russia peak of $791 million. The 2026 champion earns $50 million, the runner-up $33

million, third place $29 million, and even teams eliminated in the group stage receive at least $9 million

each.

The total financial contribution to participating teams is $727 million - which includes the $655 million prize

pool plus $72 million in additional team preparation grants. On top of this, FIFA allocates $355 million for

the Club Benefit Programme (CBP) which compensates professional clubs who release players for national

team duty and provides injury insurance during the tournament.
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The 2018 Russia World Cup holds the historical record at $791 million in total prize distribution. The 2022

Qatar figure of $440 million appears lower because FIFA restructured how financial contributions were

categorised, separating team preparation grants from the headline prize pool figure.

For context, the $9 million group-stage minimum in 2026 is roughly what the World Cup champion received

as recently as the 2002 tournament in Japan/South Korea. The social media ad spend context for brands

investing around these prize-winning teams is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

Qatar 2022 vs USA 2026

Qatar 2022 vs USA/Mexico/Canada 2026 - Spending Comparison

The spending profile of the 2026 World Cup is fundamentally different from Qatar 2022. Qatar invested

over $200 billion in total national infrastructure (including $6.5 billion on seven new stadiums alone) to host

a 64-match tournament. The 2026 edition hosts 104 matches across 16 existing venues with zero new

stadium construction.

This structural difference means the 2026 World Cup is dramatically more commercially efficient. FIFA's

revenue-to-infrastructure-cost ratio is approximately 10:1 (revenue $10.9B vs near-zero stadium

construction), compared to Qatar's approximately 1:30 ratio ($7B revenue vs $200B+ national investment).

For FIFA specifically, 2026 generates 56% more revenue while requiring far less host-nation subsidy.

Matchday revenue tells the starkest comparison story: $950 million at Qatar 2022 versus $3.0 billion

projected for 2026 - a 216% increase driven by 63% more matches, larger NFL-sized stadiums (70,000+

average vs Qatar's smaller venues), and FIFA's in-house hospitality strategy. The social media statistics

context for fan engagement across both tournaments is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Spending - Key Statistics

$13.9BTotal Estimated Expenditure - FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis March 2025The total

estimated expenditure for the FIFA World Cup 2026 is approximately $13.9 billion according to the FIFA-

WTO joint study published March 2025. Breakdown by source: tourist/visitor spending $6.2B (45%), FIFA

operational spending $3.76B (27%), government/public investment $2.0B (14%), organizing committee

$1.0B (7%), corporate sponsor activation $0.94B (7%). Source: FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis

March 2025. +-10-15%. $10.9BFIFA Total Revenue - 56% Increase vs Qatar 2022 ($7B) - Record World
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Cup RevenueFIFA projects approximately $10.9 billion in total 2026 World Cup revenue - a 56% increase

over Qatar 2022's $7 billion. Revenue streams: TV broadcasting rights $4.264B (39%), hospitality and

ticket sales $3.097B (28%), commercial/sponsorship $2.8B (26%), other $0.739B (7%). Matchday revenue

alone ($3B) could equal the combined total of the last six World Cups. Source: FIFA Annual Report, Sports

Value, revised budget March 2025. +-5-10%. $17.2BUS GDP Boost - Plus $3.4B Tax Revenue, 185,000

Jobs, 1.24M International VisitorsThe United States specifically is projected to receive a $17.2 billion GDP

boost from the 2026 World Cup, with $11.1 billion in event-related expenditure, $3.4 billion in direct and

indirect tax revenue, $5.8 billion in labor income, and 185,000 full-time-equivalent jobs created. An

estimated 1.24 million international visitors will arrive, with approximately 742,000 classified as incremental

trips that would not have occurred without the World Cup. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-25%.

$5,000+Average Visitor Spend - 1.7x Typical International Traveller, 12-Day Average StayInternational

visitors to the 2026 World Cup are projected to spend approximately $5,000+ per person - approximately

1.7x the typical international traveller's expenditure. Average daily spending: $416. Average stay: 12 days.

Average matches attended: 2. Spending breakdown: accommodation $1,680 (34%), food $1,050 (21%),

tickets $820 (16%), transport $620 (12%), entertainment $480 (10%), shopping $350 (7%). Source: FIFA-

WTO, Tourism Economics. +-15-20%. +216%Matchday Revenue Growth - $950M Qatar 2022 to $3.0B

USA 2026 ProjectedMatchday revenue (tickets, hospitality, in-stadium concessions) is projected to jump

approximately 216% from $950 million at Qatar 2022 to approximately $3.0 billion at the 2026 World Cup.

This leap reflects 63% more matches (104 vs 64), larger stadium capacities (US venues averaging

70,000+), and FIFA bringing hospitality operations in-house. The 2026 matchday revenue alone could

equal the combined matchday revenue of the previous six World Cups. Source: FIFA, Sports Value analysis.

+-10-15%. $655MPrize Pool - $50M Champion, $9M Minimum Group Exit - 50% More Than Qatar 2022The

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize pool is $655 million - approximately 50% more than Qatar 2022's $440 million.

Breakdown: champion $50M, runner-up $33M, 3rd place $29M, 4th place $27M, QF exit $20M, R16 exit

$15M, group exit minimum $9M. An additional $355 million is allocated for the FIFA Club Benefit

Programme compensating clubs releasing players. Total financial contribution to teams: $727 million.

Source: FIFA official. +-1%. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Spending

The total estimated expenditure is approximately $13.9 billion according to the FIFA-WTO study (March

2025). This includes tourist spending ($6.2B), FIFA operations ($3.76B), government investment ($2.0B),

organizing committee ($1.0B), and corporate activation ($0.94B). Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-10-
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15%.

FIFA projects approximately $10.9 billion in total revenue from the 2026 World Cup - a 56% increase vs

Qatar 2022. TV rights ($4.264B), tickets/hospitality ($3.097B), and sponsorship ($2.8B) are the three

largest streams. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-5-10%.

The 2026 prize pool is $655 million - 50% more than Qatar 2022's $440M. Champion receives $50M,

runner-up $33M, group exit minimum $9M. Total team financial contribution including Club Benefit

Programme: $727 million. Source: FIFA official. +-1%.

TV broadcasting rights at $4.264 billion is the single largest FIFA revenue stream (39% of total).

Hospitality/ticket sales ($3.097B, 28%) and commercial sponsorship ($2.8B, 26%) follow. 43% of

broadcasting rights were already contracted before the tournament. Source: FIFA Annual Report. +-5-10%.

The US is projected to receive a $17.2 billion GDP boost, $3.4 billion in tax revenue, and 185,000 jobs.

Event-related expenditure: $11.1 billion. An estimated 1.24 million international visitors are expected,

spending $5,000+ per person over an average 12-day stay. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-25%.

International visitors are projected to spend approximately $5,000+ per person - 1.7x the typical

international traveller. Daily average: $416. Average stay: 12 days. Biggest categories: accommodation

($1,680), food ($1,050), tickets ($820), and transport ($620). Source: FIFA-WTO, Tourism Economics. +-

15-20%.

Matchday revenue jumps +216% from $950M to $3.0B due to three factors: 63% more matches (104 vs

64), significantly larger stadiums (US venues averaging 70,000+ vs Qatar's smaller venues), and FIFA

bringing hospitality operations in-house rather than outsourcing. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-10-15%.

The 2026 World Cup's $13.9B total expenditure dwarfs Qatar 2022, which had lower total event

expenditure despite spending $6.5B+ on stadium construction alone. Key difference: 2026 requires zero

new stadium construction (all existing NFL/soccer venues), making it far more infrastructure-efficient. FIFA

revenue rises 56% ($7B to $10.9B). Source: FIFA-WTO, Sports Value. +-10-15%.

Sources

FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis - March 2025 - Primary source for total expenditure ($13.9B),

expenditure by source, US economic impact ($17.2B GDP), employment (185,000 jobs), and visitor

spending data. Joint FIFA-World Trade Organization study.
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FIFA Annual Report - 2023-2026 Cycle Budget and Revised Budget March 2025 - Source for FIFA revenue

streams (broadcasting $4.264B, hospitality/tickets $3.097B), FIFA operational budget ($3.76B), and budget

category breakdown.

Sports Value - FIFA World Cup 2026 Revenue Analysis - Source for total FIFA revenue projection ($10.9B),

matchday revenue comparison ($3B vs $950M), and historical revenue comparisons across World Cup

editions.

The Global Statistics - FIFA World Cup 2026 Revenue Statistics - Secondary source for US visitor data

(1.24M visitors, $5,000+ spending), tourism economics projections, and hotel pricing analysis.

All expenditure and revenue figures are projections based on pre-tournament modelling (March 2025).

Actual spending and revenue will be known only after the tournament (July 2026). Historical comparisons

use nominal USD (not inflation-adjusted). FIFA budget figures from official revised budget. +-5-25%

depending on metric. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Distribution of host cities at the FIFA World Cup

2026, by country
Updated May 23, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-host-cities-countries

16
TOTAL HOST CITIES ACROSS THREE

COUNTRIES

11
US HOST CITIES - 78 MATCHES (75% OF

TOTAL)

78
USA MATCHES OUT OF 104 TOTAL

92,542
ROSE BOWL LA - LARGEST VENUE

CAPACITY

$3.3B
NEW YORK/NJ - HIGHEST CITY

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Overview

Number of host cities at the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico, and

the United States, by country

The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first edition hosted by three nations simultaneously. The United States

dominates the hosting allocation with 11 of 16 cities and 78 of 104 matches (75%). Mexico contributes 3

cities (Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara) hosting 13 matches. Canada contributes 2 cities (Vancouver,

Toronto) hosting 13 matches.

This three-nation hosting model was selected by FIFA in June 2018, when the United 2026 bid

(USA/Canada/Mexico) defeated Morocco's solo bid by 134 votes to 65. The joint bid's decisive advantage

was the existing stadium infrastructure - all 16 venues are already built, requiring no new construction. The

comprehensive FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Cities by Country

USA 11 Cities, Canada 3, Mexico 2 - Host City Distribution by Country

FIFA World Cup 2026 host cities and matches by country - USA Canada Mexico World Cup 2026 Host City

and Match Distribution by Country USA: 11 cities, 78 matches (75%). Canada: 2 cities, 13 matches (12.5%).

Mexico: 3 cities, 13 matches (12.5%). Total: 16 cities, 104 matches. Source: FIFA official 2026. 75%USA
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share of matches

Number of host cities Number of matches

Mexico's Estadio Azteca in Mexico City holds historic significance as the only stadium in the world to host

matches at three different FIFA World Cups - 1970 (when Pele's Brazil won), 1986 (Maradona's "Hand of

God" and "Goal of the Century"), and now 2026. It hosts the tournament's opening match on June 11, 2026.

Canada's two venues represent the country's first time hosting men's FIFA World Cup matches.

Vancouver's BC Place and Toronto's BMO Field bring the tournament to Canada's Pacific and Atlantic

coasts. The global economy context for these host nations is in our global economy analysis.

Stadium Capacities

Rose Bowl 92,542 to BMO Field 45,736 - All 16 World Cup 2026 Venues by

Capacity

FIFA World Cup 2026 stadiums ranked by seating capacity - all 16 venues World Cup 2026 Stadiums

Ranked by Capacity (All 16 Venues) Rose Bowl (LA): 92,542. Estadio Azteca (Mexico City): 83,357. MetLife

(NY/NJ): 82,500. AT&T Stadium (Dallas): 80,000. Arrowhead (KC): 76,416. Empower Field (Denver): 76,125.

NRG (Houston): 72,220. SoFi (LA): 70,240. Lumen Field (Seattle): 69,000. Lincoln Financial (Philly): 68,532.

Levis (SF): 68,500. Gillette (Boston): 65,878. Commonwealth (Edmonton): 56,302. BC Place (Vancouver):

54,500. Estadio BBVA (Monterrey): 53,500. BMO Field (Toronto): 45,736. Sources: FIFA, stadium operators

2026. ±2-5%. 92,542Rose Bowl - largest

USA venues Mexico venues Canada venues

The Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California is the largest venue at 92,542 capacity - but it was not selected as

the final venue. MetLife Stadium (82,500) in the New York metro area was chosen for the final due to

superior transport infrastructure and the world's largest media market.

10 of the 11 US venues are NFL stadiums - used weekly for American football during the NFL season. This

dual-use makes the 2026 World Cup the most infrastructure-efficient World Cup ever, with zero new

stadium construction required. The NFL statistics and facts context is in our NFL statistics and facts

analysis.

Full Data Table
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World Cup 2026 Host Cities - Full Data Table

FIFA World Cup 2026 Host Cities, Stadiums and Match Allocation (FIFA Official) Click column to sort

CITY COUNTRY STADIUM CAPACITY MATCHES KEY MATCH

New York/NJ USA MetLife Stadium 82,500 8 FINAL

Dallas USA AT&T Stadium 80,000 9 Semi-final

Los Angeles USA SoFi Stadium 70,240 6 Group + KO

Los Angeles USA Rose Bowl 92,542 6 Group + KO

SF Bay Area USA Levis Stadium 68,500 6 Group + KO

Kansas City USA Arrowhead Stadium 76,416 6 Group + KO

Boston USA Gillette Stadium 65,878 7 Group + KO

Philadelphia USA Lincoln Financial 68,532 6 July 4 R16

Houston USA NRG Stadium 72,220 7 Group + KO

Denver USA Empower Field 76,125 5 Group + KO

Seattle USA Lumen Field 69,000 7 Group + KO

Mexico City Mexico Estadio Azteca 83,357 7 OPENING MATCH

Monterrey Mexico Estadio BBVA 53,500 6 Group + KO

Vancouver Canada BC Place 54,500 5 Group + KO

Toronto Canada BMO Field 45,736 5 Group + KO

Guadalajara Mexico Estadio Akron 48,000 5 Group + KO

Sources: FIFA Official World Cup 2026 venue list. LOC match allocation. Capacity from stadium operators.

±2-5% capacity figures. Match counts include group stage + knockout rounds per FIFA official schedule.

Key matches from FIFA draw allocation.

Dallas/Fort Worth and Atlanta each receive the most matches of any city at 9 each - including a semi-final

at AT&T Stadium (80,000). AT&T Stadium is the home of the Dallas Cowboys, the world's most valuable

sports franchise at $10.1 billion. Philadelphia's Lincoln Financial Field hosts a Round of 16 match on July 4,

2026 - coinciding with America's 250th independence anniversary.
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Matches by US City

Dallas 9, Boston 7, Houston 7 - Match Allocation Across 11 US Host Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 match allocation across 11 US host cities - number of games per city World Cup 2026

Matches by US Host City (Number of Games) Dallas: 9 matches. New York/NJ: 8 (incl. Final). Boston: 7.

Houston: 7. Seattle: 7. Philadelphia: 6. SF Bay: 6. Kansas City: 6. LA (SoFi): 6. LA (Rose Bowl): 6. Denver: 5.

Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. 9Dallas - most matches 78Total US matches

Los Angeles is the only metro area with two venues - SoFi Stadium (home of NFL's Rams and Chargers,

70,240) and the Rose Bowl (92,542). Combined, LA hosts 12 matches across its two stadiums, making it

the highest-match metro area in the tournament.

Economic Impact

NY/NJ $3.3B, Dallas $1.8B, Houston $1.5B - Economic Impact by US Host

City

FIFA World Cup 2026 projected economic impact by US host city - billion USD World Cup 2026 Projected

Economic Impact by US Host City (Billion USD) NY/NJ: $3.3B, 26,000+ jobs. Dallas: $1.8B. Houston: $1.5B.

Miami: $1.5B. Boston: $1.1B. LA: $1.0B. Seattle: $0.93B. KC: $0.65B. SF Bay: $0.55B. Philadelphia: $0.50B.

Atlanta: $0.50B. Sources: Host committees, PwC 2026. ±15-25%. $3.3BNY/NJ - highest

Projected economic impact (billion USD)

New York/New Jersey's $3.3 billion projected economic impact dwarfs every other host city. Hosting the

final plus 7 other matches, combined with the NY metro area's massive hotel inventory and the world's

largest media market, drives this exceptional figure. An estimated 1.2 million visitors and 26,000+ jobs are

projected.

Kansas City ($650M) stands out as the smaller-market success story - its economic impact relative to city

size is among the highest per capita of any host city. KC's Arrowhead Stadium (76,416, home of NFL's

Chiefs) brings major international sporting event infrastructure to America's heartland. The world

population of fans arriving from 48 nations is in our world population analysis.

Key Match Venues
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Opening at Azteca, Final at MetLife - Key Match Venue Assignments

FIFA World Cup 2026 key match venue assignments - opening final semi-finals World Cup 2026 Key Match

Venue Assignments Opening Match: Estadio Azteca, Mexico City (June 11). Final: MetLife Stadium, NJ (July

19). Semi-final 1: AT&T Stadium, Dallas. Semi-final 2: Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta. 3rd Place: Hard

Rock Stadium, Miami. Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. June 11Opening match date July 19Final date

The tournament runs 39 days from June 11 (opening) to July 19 (final) - the longest World Cup in history.

The opening match Mexico vs South Africa at Estadio Azteca is symbolically significant as a match

between two of the three co-host nations on historically significant ground.

Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz Stadium hosts a semi-final despite not being in the original 16-city list - it was

added as an additional venue for key knockout matches. Miami's Hard Rock Stadium hosts the 3rd place

match. The social media statistics context for how fans follow these venues is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

FIFA World Cup 2026 matches split by host country - percentage of 104 total matches World Cup 2026

Match Share by Country (% of 104 Total Matches) USA: 78 matches (75%). Mexico: 13 matches (12.5%).

Canada: 13 matches (12.5%). The USA hosts all knockout rounds from the quarter-finals onwards, plus the

majority of group stage matches. Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. 75%USA match share

The USA's 75% match share reflects both the dominance of the US bid and the practical reality that the

majority of suitable high-capacity stadiums are on American soil. All quarter-finals, semi-finals, the 3rd

place match, and the final are played in US venues. The daily social media usage context for fans engaging

with these host cities is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Average stadium capacity by host country at FIFA World Cup 2026 Average Stadium Capacity by Country -

World Cup 2026 USA average: 73,304 (11 venues). Mexico average: 68,429 (2 venues). Canada average:

52,179 (3 venues). US venues are largest on average due to NFL stadium infrastructure. Sources: FIFA,

stadium operators 2026. 73,304USA avg capacity

US venues have the highest average capacity at 73,304 - reflecting the NFL stadium infrastructure where

most US venues seat 65,000-92,000. Mexico's average of 68,429 is lifted by the 83,357-capacity Estadio

Azteca. Canada's lower average of 52,179 reflects smaller soccer-specific venues like BMO Field (45,736).

The biggest social media platforms where fans follow these host cities are in our biggest social media

platforms by users analysis.
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Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Host Cities - Key Statistics

11US Host Cities - 78 of 104 Matches, All Knockout Rounds from QF OnwardsThe United States hosts 11

cities and 78 of 104 matches (75%) at the FIFA World Cup 2026 - the largest single-country hosting share

in any multi-nation World Cup. All US venues are existing NFL or major sports stadiums requiring zero new

construction. The 11 US host cities span both coasts and the central US: New York/NJ, Dallas, LA (x2), SF

Bay, Kansas City, Boston, Philadelphia, Houston, Denver, and Seattle. Source: FIFA official 2026.

92,542Rose Bowl Pasadena - Largest World Cup 2026 Venue by Seating CapacityThe Rose Bowl in

Pasadena, California is the largest venue at the 2026 World Cup with a capacity of 92,542 - approximately

10,000 seats more than the next largest venue (Estadio Azteca, 83,357). Despite being the largest, the

Rose Bowl was not selected for the final - MetLife Stadium (82,500) in the New York metro area was

chosen instead due to superior transport and media infrastructure. Source: FIFA, stadium operators 2026.

±2-5%. $3.3BNew York/NJ Economic Impact - Highest of Any Host City, 26,000+ Jobs CreatedNew

York/New Jersey projects approximately $3.3 billion in economic impact from the 2026 World Cup - the

highest of any host city by a significant margin. The projection includes 1.2 million visitors, 26,000+ jobs,

and $432 million in state and local tax revenue. Hosting 8 matches including the final drives this

exceptional figure. Source: NY/NJ Host Committee, PwC 2026. ±15-25%. 3Estadio Azteca - Only Stadium

to Host 3 Different World Cups (1970, 1986, 2026)Mexico City's Estadio Azteca is the only stadium in the

world to host matches at three different FIFA World Cups: 1970 (Pele's Brazil won), 1986 (Maradona's

famous Argentina tournament), and 2026. The 83,357-capacity venue hosts the opening match on June 11,

2026 - Mexico vs Canada. Estadio Azteca is also one of the highest-altitude World Cup venues at 2,230

metres above sea level. Source: FIFA official records 2026. 0New Stadiums Built - All 16 Venues Already

Exist, Zero Construction RequiredThe 2026 World Cup requires zero new stadium construction - all 16

venues already exist as NFL stadiums, soccer stadiums, or multi-purpose venues. This makes it the most

infrastructure-efficient World Cup since 1994. Compare to Qatar 2022 (7 new stadiums built, $6.5 billion

construction cost) and Brazil 2014 (12 stadiums built or renovated, $3.6 billion). The only construction is

temporary modifications for FIFA pitch requirements and broadcasting infrastructure. Source: FIFA, LOC

2026. 39Tournament Duration - June 11 to July 19, 2026, the Longest World Cup in HistoryThe 2026 World

Cup runs 39 days from June 11 (opening match at Estadio Azteca) to July 19 (final at MetLife Stadium) - the

longest World Cup in tournament history. The extended duration reflects the expanded 104-match

schedule (vs 64 in 32-team World Cups) and the need to provide adequate rest days between rounds. The
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previous longest World Cup was also in the USA (1994, 31 days). Source: FIFA official schedule 2026. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Host Cities

There are 16 host cities at the FIFA World Cup 2026: 11 in the United States, 2 in Canada (Vancouver,

Toronto), and 3 in Mexico (Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara). This is the first World Cup hosted by

three countries simultaneously. Source: FIFA official 2026.

The final is at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (New York metro area) on July 19, 2026.

MetLife has 82,500 capacity and is home to the NFL's Giants and Jets. It was chosen over the larger Rose

Bowl (92,542) due to superior transport links. Source: FIFA official 2026.

The USA hosts 78 of 104 total matches (75%). Mexico and Canada each host 13 matches (12.5% each). All

quarter-finals, semi-finals, 3rd place match, and the final are in US venues. Dallas hosts the most matches

of any city at 9. Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

The opening match is at Estadio Azteca in Mexico City on June 11, 2026 - Mexico vs Canada. Estadio

Azteca (83,357 capacity) becomes the only stadium to host matches at three different World Cups (1970,

1986, 2026). Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

The Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California is the largest venue at 92,542 capacity. Estadio Azteca in Mexico

City is second at 83,357. MetLife Stadium (NY/NJ, the final venue) is third at 82,500. The smallest venue is

BMO Field in Toronto at 45,736. Source: FIFA, stadium operators 2026. ±2-5%.

New York/New Jersey projects the highest economic impact at approximately $3.3 billion, followed by

Dallas ($1.8B), Houston ($1.5B), and Miami ($1.5B). NY/NJ also projects 26,000+ jobs and $432M in tax

revenue from hosting 8 matches including the final. Source: Host committees, PwC 2026. ±15-25%.

No new stadiums were built for the 2026 World Cup. All 16 venues are existing stadiums - 10 US venues

are NFL stadiums. This makes it the most infrastructure-efficient World Cup since 1994. Compare to Qatar

2022 (7 new stadiums, $6.5B cost) and Brazil 2014 (12 venues, $3.6B). Source: FIFA, LOC 2026.

The tournament runs 39 days from June 11 to July 19, 2026 - the longest World Cup in history. The

extended duration accommodates 104 matches (vs 64 in 32-team editions) across 16 cities in three

countries with adequate rest days between rounds. Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

Sources
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FIFA.com - Official FIFA World Cup 2026 Venue and Schedule Information - Primary source for all host city,

stadium, and match allocation data. FIFA official announcements are the authoritative source for World Cup

2026 venue facts.

Statista - FIFA World Cup 2026 Host City Statistics - Source for host city distribution data, stadium capacity

comparisons, and match allocation breakdowns. ±2-5%.

Doc's Sports - 79 FIFA World Cup 2026 Financial Statistics - Source for detailed economic impact

projections by US host city, including jobs, visitor counts, and tax revenue estimates. ±15-25%.

PwC - FIFA World Cup 2026 Economic Impact Analysis - Source for independent economic impact

verification and cross-validation of host committee projections. ±15-25%.

All host city and match data from FIFA official announcements. Economic impact figures are projections

from host committees and commissioned studies - inherent uncertainty ±15-25%. Stadium capacity figures

from venue operators in World Cup configuration. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico, and the

United States - statistics and facts
Updated May 23, 2026 · businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup

48
TEAMS - FIRST 48-TEAM WORLD CUP

(EXPANDED FROM 32 IN QATAR 2022)

104
TOTAL MATCHES - UP FROM 64 IN 32-

TEAM TOURNAMENTS

16
HOST CITIES - 11 IN USA, 3 IN CANADA,

2 IN MEXICO

$13B
FIFA REVENUE CYCLE 2023-2026 -

HIGHEST WORLD CUP EVER

1.8B
PROJECTED FINAL VIEWERS - NEW ALL-

TIME VIEWERSHIP RECORD

Overview

FIFA World Cup 2026 key facts - the biggest sporting event in history

The FIFA World Cup 2026 - officially styled as FIFA World Cup 26 - is the 23rd edition of the FIFA World

Cup, the quadrennial international football championship. It marks the first time the tournament has been

hosted jointly by three nations simultaneously (United States, Canada, and Mexico), and the first time North

America has hosted the World Cup since the United States hosted in 1994 - when the USA national team's

memorable run to the Round of 16 on home soil significantly boosted American soccer participation and

interest.

The 2026 edition is also the first World Cup to feature 48 national teams, expanded from the 32-team

format used from 1998 to 2022. This expansion increases the total number of matches from 64 to 104,

making it by far the largest World Cup in tournament history.

FIFA has approved a record-breaking $655 million prize pool for participating teams - approximately 50%

larger than the $440 million distributed at Qatar 2022. The World Cup champion earns $50 million, the

runner-up $33 million, and even teams eliminated in the group stage receive at least $9 million each. Ticket

demand has been extraordinary: over 500 million ticket requests were submitted during the initial sales

phase alone - approximately 30 times the available supply.
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The global sports betting market for the 2026 World Cup is projected to exceed $150 billion, compared to

$35 billion wagered on Qatar 2022. The NFL stadiums hosting World Cup 2026 matches demonstrate the

intersection of American football and global soccer infrastructure. The NFL statistics and facts context for

these shared venues is in our NFL statistics and facts analysis.

The choice of the United States as the primary host - with 11 of the 16 host cities and the final - reflects

FIFA's recognition that the US market represents the largest untapped commercial opportunity in global

soccer. Despite the USA's enormous sports economy (approximately $80 billion annually), soccer has

traditionally ranked below American football, basketball, baseball, and hockey in US sports consumption.

FIFA and the US Soccer Federation believe the 2026 World Cup - broadcast across every major US

television network and streaming platform, played in NFL stadiums with capacities of 65,000-83,000, and

supported by the largest sports media market on earth - can catalyse the growth of soccer into a genuine

top-tier American sport. The global economy context for this commercial opportunity is in our global

economy analysis.

Host Cities and Stadiums

MetLife Stadium NY to Estadio Azteca Mexico City - 15 World Cup 2026

Venues by Capacity

FIFA World Cup 2026 host stadiums by seating capacity and number of matches assigned FIFA World Cup

2026 Host Stadiums - Seating Capacity Rose Bowl (LA): 92,542. MetLife (NY): 82,500. Estadio Azteca

(Mexico City): 83,357. Arrowhead (KC): 76,416. Empower Field (Denver): 76,125. AT&T Stadium (Dallas):

80,000. NRG (Houston): 72,220. Lincoln Financial (Philadelphia): 68,532. SoFi (LA): 70,240. Levi's (SF):

68,500. Gillette (Boston): 65,878. Lumen Field (Seattle): 69,000. BC Place (Vancouver): 54,500. BMO Field

(Toronto): 30,000 (expandable). Estadio BBVA (Monterrey): 51,350. Source: FIFA/LOC 2026. 92,542Rose

Bowl - largest venue

USA venues Canada venues Mexico venues

MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey - home of the NFL's New York Giants and New York Jets -

was selected as the final venue over the Rose Bowl (the largest capacity venue at 92,542) due to its

superior infrastructure for a global mega-event: enclosed roof structure for weather protection, superior

transport links from New York City via the NJ Transit Meadowlands line, greater hotel and accommodation

capacity in the greater New York metropolitan area, and the symbolic weight of hosting the final in the

world's largest media market.
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AT&T Stadium in Dallas (80,000 capacity) is the venue receiving the most matches at 9 - including a semi-

final - reflecting Dallas's central geographic location and AT&T Stadium's reputation as one of the world's

finest event venues. The world population context for the billions of fans watching from the nations sending

teams is in our world population analysis.

48 Teams by Confederation

UEFA 16 Teams, CAF 9 Teams, AFC 8 Teams - World Cup 2026 Qualification

by Confederation

FIFA World Cup 2026 qualified teams by confederation - 48 total teams FIFA World Cup 2026 Teams by

Confederation (48 Total Teams) UEFA (Europe): 16 teams. CAF (Africa): 10 teams. AFC (Asia/Pacific): 8

teams. CONMEBOL (South America): 6 teams. CONCACAF (North/Central America/Caribbean): 6 teams.

OFC (Oceania): 1 team. Plus 2 inter-confederation playoff spots. Sources: FIFA official qualification

allocation 2026. 48Total teams (up from 32) +50%More teams than Qatar 2022

The expansion from 32 to 48 teams has substantially increased representation across all confederations,

with the most significant expansions in Africa (CAF: 5 to 9 teams, +80%), Asia (AFC: 4.5 to 8 teams,

+78%), and North/Central America (CONCACAF: 3.5 to 6 teams, +71%). Europe's increase from 13 to 16

teams (+23%) is proportionally the smallest, reflecting UEFA's already dominant position in the 32-team

format.

Critics of the expansion argue that fielding 48 teams will dilute the quality of group stage matches, as

weaker nations from expanding confederations may be less competitive. Supporters argue the expansion

democratises the World Cup, giving more of the world's footballing nations the opportunity to participate in

football's greatest stage. CONMEBOL's relatively modest increase (4.5 to 6 teams, +33%) ensures South

America's traditional powerhouses - Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia - remain well-represented. The

social media statistics context for how these nations' fans follow their teams online is in our social media

statistics and facts analysis.

Match Schedule
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104 Matches Total - Group Stage 72, Knockout 32, World Cup 2026 Format

Explained

FIFA World Cup 2026 number of matches by round - 104 total matches FIFA World Cup 2026 Matches by

Round (104 Total) Group Stage (12 groups of 4): 72 matches. Round of 32: 16 matches. Round of 16: 8

matches. Quarter-finals: 4 matches. Semi-finals: 2 matches. Third Place: 1 match. Final: 1 match. Total: 104

matches (up from 64 in 32-team World Cups). Sources: FIFA official 2026 format. 104Total matches

Number of matches per round

The World Cup 2026 format introduces a new round - the Round of 32 - that has not existed in previous

World Cups. In the 48-team format, 12 groups of 4 teams each play a round-robin group stage. The top two

teams from each group (24 teams) plus 8 best third-placed teams (32 teams total) advance to the Round of

32, which then follows the standard knockout elimination format through to the final. This new Round of 32

means the minimum number of matches a team must play to win the tournament increases from 7 (in a 32-

team tournament) to 8.

The tournament runs from June 11 to July 19, 2026 - a total of 39 days, the longest World Cup in history.

The tournament begins with Mexico vs Canada at Estadio Azteca on June 11, 2026, in a historically

significant opening match. The AI market context for the broadcast technology powering global coverage is

in our AI market size worldwide analysis.

Global Viewership History

909M (2010) to 1.5B (2022) to 1.8B Projected (2026) - World Cup Final

Global Viewership

FIFA World Cup final global television viewership 2006 to 2026 - millions of viewers - projected 2026 FIFA

World Cup Final Global TV Viewership - 2006 to 2026 (Millions of Viewers) 2006 (Germany): 715M. 2010

(South Africa): 909M. 2014 (Brazil): 1,014M. 2018 (Russia): 1,128M. 2022 (Qatar): 1,500M. 2026

(USA/Mexico/Canada): 1,800M projected. Sources: FIFA, Nielsen, Kantar Media 2006-2022 actuals, 2026

projection. ±10-20% per tournament. 1,500MQatar 2022 actual 1,800M2026 final projection

The Qatar 2022 World Cup final between Argentina and France drew approximately 1.5 billion viewers

globally - the most watched single sporting event in television history. The match itself delivered

extraordinary entertainment value: Argentina winning on penalties after a 3-3 draw in extra time, with Kylian

Mbappe scoring a hat-trick and Lionel Messi delivering what many considered his long-awaited World Cup
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coronation.

The 2026 World Cup final is projected to draw approximately 1.8 billion viewers - based on the expanded

48-team format bringing more nations and therefore more national audiences to peak viewership, the

tournament's location in the Americas making it more accessible for the Western Hemisphere in prime time,

and the continued global growth of football audiences in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. For context, the

1.8 billion viewership projection would make the 2026 final approximately 14x more watched than Super

Bowl LIX (127.7 million US viewers), illustrating the difference in global reach between American football

and association football. The social media audience growth context for these viewership trends is in our

social media audience growth analysis.

Revenue Projections

$13B FIFA 2023-2026 Revenue Cycle - World Cup 2026 Revenue Breakdown

FIFA World Cup 2026 projected revenue by source - billion USD FIFA World Cup 2026 Projected Revenue

by Source (Billion USD) TV rights: $2.8B. Commercial/sponsorship: $1.4B. Ticket sales: $1.2B. Hospitality:

$0.6B. Licensing/merchandise: $0.3B. Other: $0.2B. Total projected: approximately $6.5B. Sources: FIFA,

Sports Business Journal, Statista 2026 projections. ±10-15%. $6.5B+Total projected revenue

Revenue by source (billion USD)

Television rights at approximately $2.8 billion represent the single largest revenue component -

approximately 43% of total FIFA World Cup 2026 revenue. FIFA's strategy of selling rights to multiple

broadcasters in each country (free-to-air plus streaming) maximises both revenue and viewership. In the

United States, FOX Sports holds the English-language broadcast rights and Telemundo holds Spanish-

language rights - a strategic pairing that ensures maximum reach across both the English-speaking and

Spanish-speaking American audiences.

The Spanish-language audience is commercially crucial: the USA's approximately 60 million Hispanic

residents are disproportionately passionate soccer fans, and a World Cup hosted in American cities with

large Hispanic communities (Los Angeles, Dallas, Houston, Miami) could generate extraordinary domestic

Spanish-language viewership. Commercial and sponsorship revenue at $1.4 billion reflects FIFA's roster of

global corporate partners including Adidas, Coca-Cola, Hyundai, Qatar Airways, and Chinese sponsors

including Hisense, Vivo, and Mengniu - whose participation reflects the enormous Chinese viewership even

without China qualifying. The internet companies revenue context for the streaming platforms broadcasting

matches is in our internet companies revenue analysis.
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Economic Impact

USA $4.2B, Mexico $1.4B, Canada $0.9B - Projected World Cup 2026

Economic Impact by Country

FIFA World Cup 2026 projected economic impact by host country - billion USD - direct and multiplier

effects World Cup 2026 Projected Economic Impact by Host Country (Billion USD) New York/New Jersey:

$3.3B projected (8 matches + Final, 26,000+ jobs, 1.2M visitors). Dallas/Fort Worth: $1.5-2.1B (9 matches +

semi-final). Houston: $1.5B (7 matches). Miami: $1.5B (7 matches). Boston: $1.1B (7 matches). Seattle:

$929M (5 matches). Los Angeles: $892M-1.1B (matches at Rose Bowl + SoFi). Kansas City: $653M.

Philadelphia: $500M+. San Francisco: $480-630M. Atlanta: $500M (8 matches + semi-final). Sources:

Official host committees, PwC, FIFA-WTO study 2026. ±15-25%. Sources: FIFA LOC projections, PwC

analysis 2026. ±15-25%. $4.2BUSA economic impact $6.5BCombined total

The United States' $4.2 billion projected economic impact - approximately 65% of the combined total

despite hosting 11 of 16 cities - reflects the USA's position as the world's largest consumer economy and

the higher per-capita spending of international visitors arriving for matches in US cities.

FIFA World Cup 2026 projected economic impact by US host city - billion USD World Cup 2026 Projected

Economic Impact by US Host City (Billion USD) NY/NJ: $3.3B. Dallas: $1.8B. Houston: $1.5B. Miami: $1.5B.

Boston: $1.1B. LA: $1.0B. Seattle: $0.93B. KC: $0.65B. SF: $0.55B. Philly: $0.50B. Atlanta: $0.50B. Sources:

Host committees, PwC 2026. ±15-25%. $3.3BNY/NJ - highest impact

The economic impact includes an estimated 1.5-2 million international visitors to the United States (the

largest inbound tourism event in US history), each spending an estimated $3,000-5,000 during their visit

on accommodation, food, transport, and entertainment. New York/New Jersey, Dallas, and Los Angeles are

projected to generate the highest individual city economic impacts, given their combination of large visitor

capacity and high spending markets. Mexico's $1.4 billion projection is significant relative to its 2-city, 3-

match allocation - reflecting the extraordinary passion of Mexican soccer fans and the historic symbolism

of matches at Estadio Azteca. The social media ad spend context for brands targeting World Cup

audiences is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

All-Time Top Scorers
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Mbappe and Klose 16 Goals - FIFA World Cup All-Time Top Scorers

FIFA World Cup all time top scorers - career goals in World Cup tournaments FIFA World Cup All-Time Top

Scorers (Career Goals Across All World Cup Tournaments) Kylian Mbappe (France): 16 goals (ties Klose's

record). Miroslav Klose (Germany): 16 goals. Ronaldo (Brazil): 15. Gerd Muller (Germany): 14. Just Fontaine

(France): 13. Pele (Brazil): 12. Sandor Kocsis (Hungary): 11. Jurgen Klinsmann (Germany): 11. Sources: FIFA

official World Cup records. Updated through Qatar 2022/2026. 16Mbappe and Klose tied

Active players (may add goals in 2026) Retired players (totals final)

Kylian Mbappe's emergence as the joint all-time top scorer at just 27 years old entering the 2026 World

Cup is one of the defining statistical stories of the tournament. Mbappe scored 16 goals across the 2018

World Cup (4 goals, France won), 2022 World Cup (8 goals including a final hat-trick, France runner-up),

and qualifying/earlier rounds. If he scores even once in 2026 - representing France at peak age for a striker

- he will become the outright World Cup all-time top scorer, breaking Miroslav Klose's record set across

four World Cup tournaments (2002-2014).

The 2026 tournament is also expected to be Lionel Messi's final World Cup - the Argentine captain, who

finally won the trophy in Qatar 2022, is expected to participate at age 38. Messi (12 career World Cup goals

through 2022) could also challenge the top scorers list with a strong 2026 tournament. The biggest social

media platforms where fans follow Mbappe and Messi are in our biggest social media platforms by users

analysis.

Qualified Teams

All 48 Qualified Teams for FIFA World Cup 2026 - By Confederation

All 48 teams for the 2026 FIFA World Cup have been confirmed following the completion of qualification in

March 2026. The three host nations - United States, Canada, and Mexico - qualified automatically as co-

hosts, with the remaining 45 spots decided through continental qualification tournaments and inter-

confederation playoffs. Here are the 48 qualified nations by confederation:

UEFA (Europe, 16 teams): England, France, Spain, Germany, Portugal, Netherlands, Croatia, Belgium,

Switzerland, Norway, Austria, Sweden, Scotland, Turkey, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic.

Europe's lineup includes the reigning UEFA Nations League champions and multiple former World Cup

winners. Notable absences include Italy (eliminated in qualification) and Denmark.
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The European qualifying format combined UEFA Nations League results with a traditional group stage and

playoff system.

CONMEBOL (South America, 6 teams): Argentina (defending champions), Brazil, Uruguay, Ecuador,

Colombia, Paraguay. South American qualification ran through 18 rounds of the notoriously difficult single-

group round-robin format. Lionel Messi led Argentina's qualification campaign as the top scorer in

CONMEBOL qualifying at 8 goals. Paraguay returns to the World Cup after missing the 2018 and 2022

editions.

AFC (Asia, 9 teams): Japan, Iran, South Korea, Australia, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Uzbekistan, Jordan, Iraq.

Asia's 9-team allocation is the most ever for the continent. Uzbekistan and Jordan qualified for the first

time in their history. Iraq return to the World Cup for the first time since 1986 via the inter-confederation

playoff. Japan was the first non-host team to qualify globally. The social media statistics context for how

fans in these nations follow their teams is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

CAF (Africa, 10 teams): Morocco, Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, South

Africa, Ghana, Cape Verde, DR Congo. Africa's 10-team allocation is the most ever and nearly double the 5

spots from 2022. Cape Verde and DR Congo are among the smallest nations ever to qualify. DR Congo

ended a 52-year World Cup drought. Morocco, the 2022 semi-finalists, are among the pre-tournament

favourites to make another deep run.

CONCACAF (North/Central America, 6 teams): USA (host), Mexico (host), Canada (host), Jamaica,

Curacao, Honduras. Curacao became the smallest nation ever to qualify for a FIFA World Cup. All three

host nations qualified automatically. Honduras return after missing the 2022 edition. The world population

context for the billions of fans supporting these 48 nations is in our world population analysis.

OFC (Oceania, 1 team): New Zealand. The All Whites qualified for the first time since 2010, earning

Oceania's guaranteed spot for the first time in the expanded format. Previously, the OFC representative

had to win an inter-confederation playoff to qualify.

Prize Money

$50M for the Winner, $9M Minimum - Record $655M Prize Pool

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize money by finishing position - million USD FIFA World Cup 2026 Prize Money by

Finishing Position (Million USD) Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. 4th: $27M. QF exit: $20M.

R16 exit: $15M. Group exit: $9M minimum. Total pool: $655M (+50% vs Qatar 2022). Sources: FIFA official,
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Yahoo Sports 2026. $655MTotal prize pool

Prize money per position (million USD)

FIFA has approved a record-breaking $655 million prize money pool for the 2026 World Cup -

approximately 50% larger than the $440 million distributed at Qatar 2022. This makes the 2026 edition the

most financially rewarding World Cup in history for participating national teams and federations. The prize

money breakdown by finishing position: the champion receives $50 million, the runner-up $33 million, third

place $29 million, fourth place $27 million. Teams eliminated in the quarter-finals receive approximately

$20 million each, round of 16 exits approximately $15 million, and even teams eliminated in the group stage

are guaranteed at least $9 million each.

For context, the $9 million group stage minimum is approximately equal to what the World Cup champion

received as recently as the 2002 edition in Japan and South Korea, illustrating the extraordinary growth in

FIFA's commercial power.

Ticket Demand and Pricing

500M Ticket Requests, 30x Oversubscribed - World Cup 2026 Tickets

FIFA World Cup 2026 ticket demand vs supply - millions World Cup 2026 Ticket Demand vs Supply

(Millions) Total requests: 500M. Available tickets: ~16.7M across all matches. Tickets sold (Phase 1-2):

~2M. Demand was approximately 30x available supply. Sources: Reuters, FIFA 2026. 500MRequests

submitted 30xOversubscribed

Ticket demand for the FIFA World Cup 2026 has been extraordinary. Over 500 million individual ticket

requests were submitted during the initial random-draw sales phase alone - approximately 30 times the

available supply, according to Reuters. FIFA reported approximately 2 million tickets sold through the first

two commercial sales phases.

FIFA introduced dynamic pricing for the first time in World Cup history, adjusting prices based on demand

for specific matches. A new $60 entry-level ticket tier was created to broaden access for lower-income

fans. At the opposite end, FIFA's Category 1 pricing for the World Cup Final reached $10,990 during the

April 2026 sales phase - more than 70% above the original $6,370 face value from October 2025.

Individual resale listings on FIFA's official resale platform have gone as high as $143,750 for a single seat at

the final.
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Hotel prices on game days in host cities are running approximately 31% above baseline levels according to

Lighthouse Intelligence, with Houston seeing the sharpest spike from $179 to $225 per night after the

group draw was announced. The social media ad spend context for brands advertising around these

matches is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

Betting Market

$150B Projected Betting - Up 329% From Qatar 2022

FIFA World Cup global sports betting market - billion USD - 2018 2022 2026 projected World Cup Global

Betting Market Growth - 2018 to 2026 (Billion USD) Russia 2018: $21B. Qatar 2022: $35B (+67%).

USA/MEX/CAN 2026: $150B projected (+329%). Sources: DocSports, industry estimates 2026. ±15-20%.

$150B2026 projected

Actual (2018, 2022) Projected (2026)

Global sports betting on the 2026 FIFA World Cup is projected to surpass $150 billion - a staggering figure

that reflects both the expansion to 104 matches (63% more betting events than Qatar 2022's 64 matches)

and the continued global growth of legal sports betting markets. The 2022 World Cup in Qatar generated

approximately $35 billion in sports betting, which itself was up approximately 65% from the $21 billion

wagered on Russia 2018. The 2026 projection of $150 billion represents a potential 329% increase over

Qatar 2022.

The United States market alone is expected to contribute $8-12 billion in World Cup betting, driven by the

explosive growth of legal mobile sports betting since the 2018 Supreme Court ruling that allowed states to

legalise sports gambling. In-play (live) betting is expected to account for approximately 60-70% of total

World Cup wagering, as bettors react in real time to match events. The daily social media usage that fans

combine with live match betting is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup 2026 - Key Statistics and Facts

48Teams - First 48-Team World Cup, +16 Teams More Than Qatar 2022 (32 Teams)The FIFA World Cup

2026 is the first edition to feature 48 national teams - expanded from the 32-team format used from 1998

to 2022. The 48-team expansion increases total matches from 64 to 104 and introduces a new Round of

32. Team allocation by confederation: UEFA (Europe) 16, CAF (Africa) 10, AFC (Asia) 8, CONCACAF (N/C
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America) 6, CONMEBOL (South America) 6, OFC (Oceania) 1, plus 2 inter-playoff spots. The format runs 12

groups of 4 teams, with the top 2 from each group plus 8 best third-placed teams (32 total) advancing to

the knockout rounds. Source: FIFA official format 2026. $13BFIFA 2023-2026 Revenue Cycle - Highest

World Cup Revenue in History, Up from $4.7B (Qatar 2022 Cycle)The FIFA World Cup 2026 is projected to

generate approximately $13 billion in total FIFA 2023-2026 cycle revenue - the highest of any World Cup in

history. Revenue breakdown: TV rights approximately $2.8B (43%), commercial/sponsorship

approximately $1.4B (21%), ticket sales approximately $1.2B (18%), hospitality approximately $0.6B (9%),

licensing approximately $0.3B (5%), other approximately $0.2B (4%). Compare to Qatar 2022 FIFA 4-year

cycle revenue of approximately $7.5 billion (including non-2022 revenue). Source: FIFA, Sports Business

Journal 2026. ±10-15%. $655MRecord Prize Pool - $50M for the Winner, $9M Minimum for Group Stage

Exit - New All-Time Record vs Qatar 2022 Final (1.5B Actual)The FIFA World Cup 2026 final at MetLife

Stadium (New York/New Jersey) is projected to draw approximately 1.8 billion global television viewers - a

new all-time record surpassing the Qatar 2022 final between Argentina and France (approximately 1.5

billion viewers). The projection is based on: expanded 48-team format bringing more nations to peak

viewing, favourable Americas time zones for Western Hemisphere audiences, continued growth of African

and Asian football audiences, and the symbolic significance of the expanded tournament. Source: FIFA,

Nielsen, Kantar Media projections 2026. ±10-20%. 16Host Cities - 11 USA, 3 Canada, 2 Mexico - First

Three-Nation World Cup in HistoryFIFA World Cup 2026 is hosted across 16 cities: 11 in the United States

(New York/NJ, Dallas, Los Angeles x2, San Francisco, Kansas City, Boston, Philadelphia, Houston, Denver,

Seattle), 3 in Canada (Vancouver, Toronto, Edmonton), and 2 in Mexico (Mexico City, Monterrey). This is

the first World Cup co-hosted by three nations simultaneously. The previous jointly hosted World Cup was

2002 (Japan and South Korea). The final is at MetLife Stadium, New Jersey. Mexico City's Estadio Azteca

is the first stadium to host matches in three different World Cups (1970, 1986, 2026). Source: FIFA official

2026. $4.2BUSA Economic Impact - 1.5-2M International Visitors, Largest US Inbound Tourism EventThe

United States is projected to receive approximately 1.5-2 million international visitors for the World Cup

2026 - the largest single inbound tourism event in US history. Total projected economic impact:

approximately $4.2 billion (direct spending plus multiplier effects). International visitors are estimated to

spend approximately $3,000-5,000 each on accommodation, food, transport, and entertainment. The

impact is concentrated in the 11 host cities - New York/NJ, Dallas, and Los Angeles are projected to

generate the highest individual impacts. Mexico ($1.4B) and Canada ($0.9B) together add approximately

$2.3B. Source: FIFA LOC, PwC 2026 projections. ±15-25%. MbappeKylian Mbappe Enters 2026 as Joint

All-Time Top Scorer (16 Goals, Tied with Klose)Kylian Mbappe of France enters the 2026 World Cup as
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joint all-time top scorer with Miroslav Klose (Germany), both with 16 career World Cup goals. Mbappe

scored 4 in 2018 (France won the tournament) and 8 in 2022 (including a hat-trick in the final). One goal in

2026 gives him the outright record at age 27 - the peak years for a top striker. Lionel Messi (Argentina, 12

career World Cup goals) also participates at age 38 in what is expected to be his final World Cup, after

winning in Qatar 2022. Source: FIFA official records through 2022 plus 2026 qualifying. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup 2026

The FIFA World Cup 2026 is hosted across 16 cities in three countries: 11 cities in the United States, 3 in

Canada (Vancouver, Toronto, Edmonton), and 2 in Mexico (Mexico City, Monterrey). This is the first World

Cup ever co-hosted by three nations simultaneously. The final is at MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, New

Jersey. The tournament runs June 11 to July 19, 2026. Source: FIFA official 2026.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 features 48 national teams - expanded from 32 teams used in 1998-2022. The

48 teams play 104 total matches (up from 64). Format: 12 groups of 4 teams, top 2 plus 8 best third-placed

teams (32 total) advance to the new Round of 32 knockout stage. Source: FIFA official format 2026.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 final is scheduled at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (in the

New York metropolitan area) on July 19, 2026. MetLife Stadium is home to the NFL's New York Giants and

New York Jets and has a capacity of approximately 82,500. It was selected over the larger Rose Bowl

(92,542 capacity) due to superior transport links and media market positioning. Source: FIFA official 2026.

FIFA projects approximately $13 billion in total revenue for the FIFA 2023-2026 cycle - the highest in

history. Revenue sources: TV rights ($2.8B), sponsorship/commercial ($1.4B), ticket sales ($1.2B),

hospitality ($0.6B), and other. The USA, Canada, and Mexico combined are projected to see approximately

$6.5 billion in direct economic impact. Source: FIFA, Sports Business Journal 2026. ±10-15%.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 final is projected to draw approximately 1.8 billion global television viewers - a

new all-time record surpassing the Qatar 2022 final (approximately 1.5 billion). The expanded 48-team

format, Americas time zones, and continued global football audience growth are the primary drivers of the

projected increase. Source: FIFA, Nielsen, Kantar Media projections 2026. ±10-20%.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 begins on June 11, 2026 with the opening match Mexico vs Canada at Estadio

Azteca, Mexico City. The tournament runs through July 19, 2026 (the final at MetLife Stadium) - a total of

39 days, the longest World Cup in history. Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.
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Five major NFL stadiums are hosting FIFA World Cup 2026 matches: MetLife Stadium (NY Giants/Jets,

82,500 - hosting the final), AT&T Stadium (Dallas Cowboys, 80,000), SoFi Stadium (LA Rams/Chargers,

70,240), Levi's Stadium (San Francisco 49ers, 68,500), and NRG Stadium (Houston Texans, 72,220).

Additional NFL stadiums hosting matches include Arrowhead (Kansas City Chiefs), Gillette (New England

Patriots), Lincoln Financial (Philadelphia Eagles), Empower Field (Denver Broncos), and Lumen Field

(Seattle Seahawks). Source: FIFA, NFL, LOC official 2026.

Kylian Mbappe (France) and Miroslav Klose (Germany) are jointly the all-time World Cup top scorers with

16 goals each. Mbappe scored 4 in 2018 and 8 in 2022 (including a hat-trick in the final vs Argentina).

Klose scored across four World Cups (2002-2014) for Germany. Ronaldo (Brazil, 15 goals), Gerd Muller

(Germany, 14), and Just Fontaine (France, 13 in 1958 alone) follow. Mbappe entering 2026 at age 27 is

favourite to become the outright record holder. Source: FIFA official records.

Sources

FIFA.com - Official FIFA World Cup 2026 Information - Primary source for all official tournament data: host

cities, match schedule, team qualification, format, and venue information. FIFA's official tournament pages

are the authoritative source for World Cup 2026 facts.

Statista - FIFA World Cup Statistics and Viewership Data - Primary source for historical World Cup

viewership figures, FIFA revenue cycle data, and economic impact estimates. Statista aggregates FIFA,

Nielsen, and Kantar Media data. ±10-20% viewership figures.

Sports Business Journal - World Cup 2026 Revenue and Commercial Analysis - Primary source for FIFA

revenue projections, TV rights deal values, and commercial partner analysis. SBJ is the leading sports

business intelligence publication. ±10-15% revenue estimates.

PwC - Economic Impact Analysis World Cup 2026 - Source for host country economic impact projections.

PwC conducts FIFA-commissioned and independent economic impact analyses for major sporting events.

±15-25% economic impact figures.

All revenue and economic impact figures are projections with inherent uncertainty (±10-25%). Viewership

figures combine peak simultaneous viewers and may use different methodologies across years. Historical

World Cup viewership figures from FIFA and Nielsen official reports. 2026 viewership is projection only. All

figures as of May 2026 best available information. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Winners of the FIFA best goal award 2009-2026
Updated Jun 16, 2026 · businesstats.com/puskas-award-winners-all-time

16
EDITIONS, 2009-2024

16
DIFFERENT WINNERS

0
REPEAT WINNERS

2
BRAZILIAN WINNERS (MOST)

7
MESSI NOMINATIONS, 0 WINS

12
WINNING NATIONS

Overview

Winners of the FIFA Puskás Award from 2009 to 2026, by year

The FIFA Puskas Award occupies a unique place among football's individual honours. While the player-of-

the-year prizes reward sustained brilliance and tend to recur among a few dominant names, the Puskas

Award celebrates a single moment, the most beautiful goal of the year, and has gone to a different player in

each of its 16 editions from 2009 to 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo won the inaugural award for a long-range

strike against Porto, and Manchester United's Alejandro Garnacho took the most recent for an overhead

kick against Everton. The award sits within the same ceremony as the player honours profiled in our

winners of The Best FIFA Men's Player award analysis, yet rewards something entirely different. Where one

honour measures a year's work, the other captures a single, unrepeatable instant.

What makes the winners' list so distinctive is its democracy. Alongside superstars such as Ronaldo,

Neymar and Zlatan Ibrahimovic sit players from the margins of the global game: Wendell Lira, a Brazilian

second-division striker; Mohd Faiz Subri of Malaysia; Daniel Zsori of Hungary; and Marcin Oleksy, the first

amputee footballer to win, for a volley in Poland's amputee league. The award judges only the goal, not the

scorer's fame, a principle that distinguishes it from every other honour at the ceremony covered in our

winners of The Best FIFA Women's Player award analysis. The governing body behind it is profiled in our

FIFA statistics and facts overview. The contrast between the two kinds of award could hardly be sharper.

FIFA Puskas Award winners by nation Brazil barPuskas Award Winners, by NationFIFA Puskas Award

winners by nation Brazil bar 2Brazil

Note: official winners, 2009-2024; the 2025 award had not been presented at the time of writing.

FIFA Puskas Award Winners 2009-2026: Every Best Goal

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 149 of 278



Because every edition has produced a new winner, the most meaningful patterns emerge not from

individuals but from nations, goal types and competitions. By country, Brazil leads narrowly with two

winners, Neymar in 2011 and Guilherme Madruga in 2023, while ten other nations have one each, from

Portugal and Sweden to Malaysia and South Korea. The geographic spread is far wider than the player

awards, which cluster among Europe's elite as our most FIFA Club World Cup titles by club analysis shows.

The Puskas Award, judging beauty rather than dominance, reaches corners of the game the other honours

never touch. A wonder goal, in this competition, needs no famous name attached to it.

The award's origins lie in a desire to celebrate beauty for its own sake. FIFA created it in 2009, naming it

after Ferenc Puskas, the Hungarian and Real Madrid forward who scored a then-record 84 goals in 85

internationals and was named the greatest top-division scorer of the twentieth century. The choice of

namesake signalled the award's purpose: to honour artistry and audacity rather than mere effectiveness.

Unlike the player awards, which weigh trophies, statistics and team success, the Puskas Award asks only

one question of each goal, whether it was beautiful, a deliberately narrow and joyful criterion that has

produced one of football's most beloved annual moments.

The award has also evolved in scope. From 2009 to 2023 it was open to goals by both men and women,

though no woman ever won it; in 2024 FIFA created a separate Marta Award for women's goals and the

Puskas became exclusively for men. The voting method changed too, after Mohamed Salah's contested

2018 win, from a pure public vote to a system where fans pick three finalists and a FIFA panel decides.

These shifts reflect the broader professionalisation of FIFA's awards, set against the organisation's

finances in our revenue of the football association FIFA analysis. This report works through the winners by

year, nation, confederation, goal type and competition, and the curious absence of Lionel Messi from the

list. Each pattern reveals something the player awards cannot.

Full Winners Table

Every Puskás Award Winner, Year by Year

FIFA Puskás Award Winners, 2009-2024Click any column to sort

YEAR WINNER COUNTRY GOAL FOR

2009 Cristiano Ronaldo Portugal Man United v Porto

2010 Hamit Altintop Turkey Turkey v Kazakhstan

2011 Neymar Brazil Santos v Flamengo
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2012 Miroslav Stoch Slovakia Fenerbahce v Genclerbirligi

2013 Zlatan Ibrahimovic Sweden Sweden v England

2014 James Rodriguez Colombia Colombia v Uruguay

2015 Wendell Lira Brazil Goianesia v Atletico-GO

2016 Mohd Faiz Subri Malaysia Penang v Pahang

2017 Olivier Giroud France Arsenal v Crystal Palace

2018 Mohamed Salah Egypt Liverpool v Everton

2019 Daniel Zsori Hungary Debrecen v Ferencvaros

2020 Son Heung-min South Korea Tottenham v Burnley

2021 Erik Lamela Argentina Tottenham v Arsenal

2022 Marcin Oleksy Poland Warta Poznan v Stal Rzeszow

2023 Guilherme Madruga Brazil Botafogo-SP v Novorizontino

2024 Alejandro Garnacho Argentina Man United v Everton

The year-by-year list is a roll call of football's most memorable strikes. Several have entered the sport's

collective memory: Ibrahimovic's 2013 overhead kick from 30 metres against England, James Rodriguez's

chest-and-volley at the 2014 World Cup, and Son Heung-min's 2020 solo run from inside his own half.

Others belong to players whose careers never reached the top tier, a testament to the award's reach. The

list also shows Tottenham as the only club to win in consecutive years, through Son in 2020 and Erik

Lamela's rabona against Arsenal in 2021. No nation, club or player has dominated, making this the most

evenly distributed of all FIFA's honours and a genuine celebration of the goal above the goalscorer. The

trophy belongs to the strike, not the striker.

By Nation

Winners by Nation

Even the nation breakdown is strikingly flat. Brazil leads with just two winners, Neymar and Madruga, and is

followed by a long list of single-winner countries spanning every continent that plays the game: Portugal,

Turkey, Slovakia, Sweden, Colombia, Malaysia, France, Egypt, Hungary, South Korea, Argentina and

Poland. The presence of Malaysia, Hungary and Slovakia alongside footballing giants underlines how the
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award rewards the goal rather than the pedigree of the scorer or their country. This stands in sharp

contrast to the national-team honours tracked in our number of World Cup titles won by country since 1930

analysis, where a handful of nations monopolise success. The Puskas Award is football's great leveller. No

other honour in the sport reaches so many flags.

FIFA Puskas Award winning nations distribution barWinning Nations, Multiple WinnersFIFA Puskas Award

winning nations distribution bar 2Brazil

By Confederation

Winners by Confederation

Grouped by confederation, the award leans European but reaches further than most. UEFA nations account

for eleven of the sixteen winners, reflecting the continent's concentration of elite leagues and broadcast

coverage, but CONMEBOL has supplied three through Brazil and Argentina, and the AFC one through

Malaysia's Faiz Subri, with the remaining winner from elsewhere. No African-born winner has emerged,

though Egypt's Mohamed Salah, who plays in Europe, is sometimes counted for his nation. The breadth still

far exceeds the club game's European dominance shown in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation

analysis. A spectacular goal, the award suggests, can come from any league on earth. The map of winners

is wider than that of any other football prize.

The voting controversy of 2018 reshaped how the winner is chosen. For its first decade the award was

decided entirely by public vote, but when Mohamed Salah won that year for a relatively modest goal in the

Merseyside derby, ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo's spectacular overhead kick against Juventus, many felt

popularity had trumped merit. FIFA responded by changing the format so that the public now selects three

finalists from whom a panel of experts chooses the winner, balancing fan engagement against informed

judgement. The episode highlighted the tension at the heart of any beauty contest, that spectacle and

popularity do not always align.

FIFA Puskas Award winners by confederation UEFA donutWinners, by ConfederationFIFA Puskas Award

winners by confederation UEFA donut 11UEFA3CONMEBOL

Types of Goal
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The Goals That Win

Classifying the winning goals by type reveals what the voters and panels reward. Spectacular long-range

volleys form the largest group, the category that includes Stoch, Ibrahimovic, James Rodriguez and

Garnacho's overhead efforts, while overhead and bicycle kicks are a close second, a staple of the award

since Ronaldo's first win. Solo runs, such as Son's against Burnley, and audacious improvisations like

Lamela's rabona round out the list. What unites them is difficulty and rarity: the award almost never goes to

a tap-in or a simple finish, however important. The technical excellence celebrated here contrasts with the

volume scoring tracked in our leading scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis, where consistency rather

than spectacle wins honours. Beauty, not reliability, is the only currency here.

The 2024 creation of the Marta Award marked the most significant structural change in the award's history.

For its first 15 editions the Puskas was open to goals by players of any gender, yet no woman ever won it,

despite several memorable nominations. Rather than continue a single award that had only ever crowned

men, FIFA established a parallel honour named after Brazil's Marta, the women's game's greatest scorer, to

recognise the goal of the year in women's football. The Puskas Award became men-only from 2024. The

change drew both praise, for guaranteeing women's goals their own spotlight, and criticism, for ending a

shared award that had nominally treated all goals equally.

FIFA Puskas Award winning goal types volleys overhead barWinning Goals, by TypeFIFA Puskas Award

winning goal types volleys overhead bar 7Long-range volleys

By Competition

Where the Goals Were Scored

The competitions behind the winning goals are as varied as the players. Most were scored in domestic

league matches, from the Premier League to the Malaysian and Polish leagues, underlining that the award

looks beyond the elite competitions. A handful came in international fixtures, including Altintop's 2010 strike

for Turkey and Ibrahimovic's 2013 effort, and two of the most celebrated were scored at the World Cup

itself, James Rodriguez's 2014 volley chief among them. The global stage of that tournament is examined in

our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis. That a Brazilian second-division goal and a World Cup strike can win

the same award in different years captures its essential openness. The pitch, not the prestige, decides who

wins.

FIFA Puskas Award winning goals by competition league World Cup barWinning Goals, by CompetitionFIFA

Puskas Award winning goals by competition league World Cup bar 9Domestic league
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Messi and Ronaldo

The Messi and Ronaldo Paradox

The award's relationship with football's two defining stars is one of its quirks. Cristiano Ronaldo won the

very first edition in 2009 and has been nominated only once more since, finishing second in 2018. Lionel

Messi, astonishingly, has never won despite being nominated seven times, more than any other player, with

a best finish of second in 2019. That the two players who dominated the player-of-the-year awards for

over a decade, as our players with the most FIFA World Cup matches analysis records, could not

monopolise the goal award too speaks to its different character. The Puskas rewards a single moment of

magic, something even the greatest accumulators of brilliance cannot manufacture on demand. Genius of

the moment is a different gift from genius of the season.

There is a deeper point in the award's resistance to repeat winners. Player-of-the-year prizes reward the

players who most reliably produce excellence, which is why a few names dominate them for years. A single

moment of magic, by contrast, is almost by definition unrepeatable; the conditions that produce a wonder

goal, the angle, the improvisation, the split-second decision, cannot be summoned at will even by the

world's best. That is why sixteen editions have produced sixteen winners, and why a player like Lionel

Messi, who has scored countless brilliant goals, has never timed one perfectly enough in a given year to

win. The award measures luck and inspiration as much as ability. That blend is exactly what keeps it

unpredictable.

The voting controversy also points to a broader debate about how beauty should be judged. Some argue

the award should reward pure technical difficulty, favouring the overhead kicks and long-range volleys that

dominate the list; others believe context matters, that a goal's importance, timing or improbability adds to

its beauty. The shift to a hybrid public-and-panel system was an attempt to balance these views, letting

fans express enthusiasm while experts weigh craft. Yet every edition reignites the argument, since beauty

in football, as in art, resists objective measurement. That irresolvable subjectivity is part of the award's

appeal, generating debate that the more clear-cut player awards rarely provoke. Argument, in this case, is

a feature rather than a flaw.

Messi Ronaldo Puskas Award nominations vs wins barMessi and Ronaldo: Puskas RecordMessi Ronaldo

Puskas Award nominations vs wins bar 7Messi noms, 0 wins1Ronaldo win

Winners' Ages
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The Ages of the Winners

Unlike the player awards, which favour established stars in their peak years, the Puskas Award spreads

across ages because a single goal can come at any career stage. Neymar was 19 when he won in 2011 and

Garnacho 20 in 2024, while veterans like Ibrahimovic and Giroud won in their thirties. The age of the winner

reflects only when they happened to score something extraordinary, not a body of work, which is why

teenagers and veterans appear side by side. This contrasts with the experience-weighted pattern in our all-

time standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup analysis, where longevity is the qualifying trait. A

moment of genius, the Puskas list shows, respects no age bracket. The youngest and oldest winners are

separated by more than a decade of life.

FIFA Puskas Award winners age at victory lineSelected Winners' AgesFIFA Puskas Award winners age at

victory line 19Neymar 2011

Stars vs Unknowns

Superstars and Unknowns Side by Side

Perhaps the award's most charming feature is how it places household names beside players who would

otherwise never feature in a global ceremony. Roughly half the winners were established stars at the time,

Ronaldo, Neymar, Ibrahimovic, James Rodriguez, Giroud, Salah and Son, while the other half were relative

unknowns, from Wendell Lira, who retired soon after to become a professional gamer, to Marcin Oleksy of

the amputee league. The award gave each a moment on football's biggest stage. That mix is unique among

the honours described in our Women's World Cup title winners analysis, which by design reward only the

elite. The Puskas Award alone can turn an unknown into a global name for a night. For some winners, that

night remained the peak of their public fame.

The geography of the winners tells a story of football's global spread. While Europe's leagues, with their

cameras on every match, naturally capture more candidate goals, the award's reach into Malaysia,

Hungary, Slovakia and the Polish amputee league shows how a spectacular strike can travel from any

corner of the game to the sport's biggest stage. Daniel Zsori's 2019 winner came in the Hungarian league

for Debrecen; Mohd Faiz Subri's 2016 goal, a swerving free kick defying physics, was scored in Malaysia.

The award's willingness to look beyond the elite competitions, even when broadcast coverage is thin, is

precisely what gives it a character no other football honour shares.

For all its quirks, the award has succeeded in its core purpose: keeping the spectacular goal at the centre

of football's conversation. In an era increasingly focused on data, expected goals and tactical systems, the
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Puskas Award is an annual reminder that football remains, at its heart, a game capable of producing

moments of pure artistry that no statistic can capture. Each December, the shortlist prompts millions of fans

to relive the year's most breathtaking strikes, and the winner joins a roll of honour defined not by fame or

trophies but by a single instant of genius. It is, in that sense, the most romantic of all the sport's prizes. No

other award asks so little of a career and so much of a single kick.

Looking ahead, the men-only format raises a quiet question about what the award will become. With

women's goals now honoured separately through the Marta Award, the Puskas competition will draw from

a narrower pool, though one still spanning every men's league on earth. Whether the change sharpens the

contest or removes some of the variety that made the award special remains to be seen, since several of

the most memorable nominations in its open era came from the women's game. What seems certain is that

the award's essential character, rewarding a single moment of brilliance from anywhere in the world, will

endure, and that some unheralded player will continue to earn a place alongside the icons each year. The

next wonder goal, wherever it is scored, is already waiting to be found.

Several winning goals have become cultural touchstones beyond football. James Rodriguez's 2014 volley,

scored at the World Cup and watched by a global television audience, helped earn him a move to Real

Madrid within weeks. Wendell Lira's 2015 win turned a little-known Brazilian striker into a brief global

celebrity; he retired from football soon after and became a professional video gamer, an arc unimaginable

for any other award winner. Marcin Oleksy's 2022 triumph brought worldwide attention to amputee

football. These stories illustrate how a single goal can change a life, and why the award holds a special

place in the sport's affections. Few honours in any sport carry such human stories.

FIFA Puskas Award star winners vs lesser known donutWinners: Stars vs Lesser-KnownFIFA Puskas Award

star winners vs lesser known donut 7Stars9Lesser-known

Editions Awarded

A Decade and a Half of Editions

The cumulative count of editions shows the award's steady history. From its first presentation in 2009, the

Puskas Award has been given every year, reaching four editions by 2012, seven by 2015, ten by 2018,

thirteen by 2021 and sixteen by 2024. In a decade and a half it has produced sixteen winners and sixteen

unforgettable goals, with the 2024 split into separate men's and women's awards marking its biggest

structural change. The schedule of FIFA's wider calendar of ceremonies has grown steadily over the years.

With the 2025 winner still to be announced at the time of writing, the run of sixteen different winners stands
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as one of the most egalitarian records in the sport.

cumulative FIFA Puskas Award editions 2009 2024 lineCumulative Editions Awardedcumulative FIFA

Puskas Award editions 2009 2024 line 16By 2024

One small exception to the no-repeat rule deserves a note: while no individual has won twice, a single club

has supplied back-to-back winners. Tottenham Hotspur provided the winning goal in consecutive years

through Son Heung-min in 2020 and Erik Lamela's rabona against Arsenal in 2021, the only time one club

has appeared in successive editions. Every other winning goal came from a different club, reinforcing the

award's resistance to dynasties of any kind. That openness mirrors the unpredictability that makes a single

spectacular strike, rather than a season of consistency, the basis for this honour.

FIFA Puskas Award club back to back Tottenham barClub Wins: Consecutive vs One-offFIFA Puskas Award

club back to back Tottenham bar 2Tottenham1Each other

16Different WinnersNo repeats, 2009-2024. Source: FIFA 2026. 12Winning NationsEvery continent.

Source: FIFA 2026. 7Messi NominationsNever won. Source: FIFA 2026. 2024Latest WinnerAlejandro

Garnacho. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the Puskas Award's winners list stands apart from every other honour in football. Sixteen

editions have produced sixteen different winners from twelve nations across every continent, a spread no

player or team award comes close to matching. The roll includes global icons like Ronaldo, Neymar and

Ibrahimovic alongside an amputee footballer, a second-division striker and players from leagues rarely

seen on the world stage, all united by a single moment of extraordinary skill. The award's quirks, Messi's

seven nominations without a win, Tottenham's back-to-back triumphs, the 2024 split into men's and

women's prizes, only add to its character. The open questions for the years ahead are whether any player

will ever win it twice, whether the new men-only format changes the kind of goal that triumphs, and which

unheralded player will next produce the moment of magic that earns football's most democratic prize.

It is worth dwelling on what the absence of repeat winners says about the modern game. In an era when

the same elite clubs and players win nearly every team and individual honour, the Puskas Award stands

almost alone in resisting concentration. A wonder goal can be scored by a teenager or a veteran, a

superstar or an amateur, in a World Cup final or a second-division fixture watched by a few thousand

people. That genuine unpredictability, increasingly rare in a sport shaped by money and data, is the

award's quiet rebellion: a reminder that football's most memorable moments cannot be bought, planned or

guaranteed, and that the next one might come from anywhere at all. In that sense the award honours not

just the goal but the enduring romance of the game itself. That, more than any record, is what keeps it
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beloved.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: FIFA Puskás Award Winners

Alejandro Garnacho of Manchester United won the 2024 FIFA Puskas Award for his overhead-kick goal

against Everton in the Premier League. The 2025 award had not yet been presented at the time of writing,

with the nominees announced in December 2025. Source: FIFA 2026.

Cristiano Ronaldo won the inaugural FIFA Puskas Award in 2009, for a long-range strike scored for

Manchester United against Porto in the Champions League. He remains the only player to have won the

award and also been named The Best FIFA Men's Player. Source: FIFA 2026.

No. In its first 16 editions from 2009 to 2024, the Puskas Award went to a different player every year, with

no repeat winners. This contrasts sharply with the player-of-the-year awards, which a few stars have

dominated. Source: FIFA 2026.

No. Despite being nominated more times than any other player, seven in total, Lionel Messi has never won

the Puskas Award. His best finish was second place in 2019. Cristiano Ronaldo, by contrast, won the

inaugural 2009 edition. Source: FIFA 2026.

Marcin Oleksy of Poland made history in 2022 as the first amputee footballer to win the Puskas Award,

for a stunning volley scored in the Polish amputee league. His win underlined the award's openness to

goals from any level of the game. Source: FIFA 2026.

The award honours the most beautiful goal of the year, judged on aesthetic quality regardless of

competition, nationality or, until 2024, gender. The goal must be captured on film and not the product of

luck or a deflection. Since 2018, a public vote selects three finalists from whom a FIFA panel chooses the

winner. Source: FIFA 2026.

From 2009 to 2023 the award was open to goals by both men and women. In 2024, FIFA created a

separate Marta Award for the women's goal of the year, and the Puskas Award became exclusively for

men's goals. No woman had won the Puskas Award in its open era. Source: FIFA 2026.

Brazil leads with two winners, Neymar in 2011 and Guilherme Madruga in 2023. Ten other nations have

one winner each, including Portugal, Turkey, Sweden, Colombia, Hungary, South Korea and Poland,

reflecting the award's truly global reach. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Spectacular long-range volleys and overhead or bicycle kicks dominate the winners' list. Famous

examples include Zlatan Ibrahimovic's 2013 overhead kick from 30 metres and James Rodriguez's 2014

World Cup volley, both regarded among the finest goals the award has honoured. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The winners are official FIFA records covering every edition from 2009 to 2024, confirmed across

FIFA and reputable football media. Alejandro Garnacho won the 2024 award; the 2025 winner had not been

announced at the time of writing. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

Topend Sports - FIFA Puskas Award Winners List - The complete winners list from 2009 to 2024 and

award history used throughout this report.

FIFA official records (2009-2024) - Source for the year-by-year winners, the goals and the 2024 result.

Reputable football media (ESPN, Soccerway, OneFootball) - Used to confirm the winning goals, the nation

and competition breakdowns and the voting history.

Counts cover the FIFA Puskas Award from 2009 to 2024. From 2024 a separate Marta Award covers

women's goals. Goal-type and competition groupings are editorial classifications. The 2025 winner had not

been announced at the time of writing. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Winners of the FIFA Best women's player award

2016-2026
Updated Jun 16, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-best-womens-award-winners

3
BONMATI'S WINS (RECORD)

7
DIFFERENT WINNERS

10
EDITIONS, 2016-2025

5
BARCELONA SEASONS

5
SPANISH WINS (MOST)

4
MIDFIELDER WINS

Overview

A Decade of The Best FIFA Women's Player Winners

When FIFA launched The Best FIFA Women's Player award in 2016, the women's game was entering a

period of rapid growth, and the award's early years reflected a sport still without a single dominant force.

Carli Lloyd of the United States won the first edition, followed by the Netherlands' Lieke Martens in 2017,

Brazil's Marta in 2018, Lloyd's compatriot Megan Rapinoe in 2019, and England's Lucy Bronze in 2020. Five

players, four nations, five seasons. The growth of the women's game that these stars drove is reflected in

the prize funds charted in our Women's World Cup prize money analysis, where the same decade

transformed the sport's economics. The award's history runs almost exactly parallel to that financial

transformation.

From 2021, the award found a new centre of gravity. Barcelona's Alexia Putellas won in 2021 and 2022, and

her clubmate Aitana Bonmati then claimed three in a row from 2023 to 2025, the first player to win the

award in three consecutive years and the most decorated overall with three titles. Spanish players, all from

Barcelona, have now taken five straight editions. The companion men's award follows a similar pattern of

concentrated dominance, as our winners of The Best FIFA Men's Player award analysis shows, where a

handful of names define the honour. The governing body behind both awards is profiled in our FIFA

statistics and facts overview. Two clubs, in truth, tell most of the recent story: one in Spain, and its rivals

trying to catch up.
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most The Best FIFA Women's Player award wins Bonmati Putellas barMost Best FIFA Women's Player

Winsmost The Best FIFA Women's Player award wins Bonmati Putellas bar 3Bonmati

Note: official winners, 2016-2025; the 2026 award has not yet been presented.

The ranking captures a sport whose individual honours have narrowed sharply. In the award's first five

years no player won twice; in its second five, just two players, both from one club, took every edition.

Bonmati's three consecutive wins coincided with Spain's 2023 World Cup triumph and Barcelona's run of

Champions League titles, a convergence of club and country success that few players have ever matched.

The records of the women's game's longest-serving stars, several of whom feature among these winners,

are tracked in our most Women's World Cup appearances analysis. The award has, in effect, charted the

rise of Spain to the summit of the women's game. The individual award and the national team's ascent

moved in lockstep.

The award's origins mirror those of the men's prize. For years FIFA had jointly run the Ballon d'Or with

France Football, but the partnership ended in 2016, and each body launched its own honours. The Best

FIFA Women's Player inherited FIFA's global voting structure, with national team coaches and captains

from every member association joining media and, from late 2016, fans, each group carrying a quarter of

the vote. It succeeded the FIFA Women's World Player of the Year, run from 2001 to 2015 and dominated

by Brazil's Marta, who won it a record six times. The new award thus carried forward a tradition of

recognising the world's best while broadening the electorate that chose her.

The contrast with the early years is striking. Marta, the women's game's all-time leading scorer and a six-

time winner of the predecessor award, took just one edition of The Best, in 2018, near the end of her peak,

while younger stars such as Bonmati have dominated its recent history. That generational shift mirrors the

broader story of the women's game, whose 2023 World Cup, examined in our Women's World Cup title

winners analysis, marked Spain's arrival as the sport's leading nation. This report works through the full

winners list, the breakdowns by nation, club, age and position, and the two distinct eras the award has

passed through. Each chart isolates one dimension of who has won and why.

The early winners each marked a milestone for their nations and the sport. Carli Lloyd's back-to-back

recognition followed her hat-trick in the 2015 World Cup final, the United States' golden era in full flow.

Lieke Martens's 2017 win, after the Netherlands' European Championship triumph on home soil, signalled

the rise of the European game. Marta's 2018 award honoured the greatest scorer the women's game had

produced, and Megan Rapinoe's 2019 win came after she led the United States to a second consecutive

World Cup while becoming a global figure beyond football. Each victory captured a distinct chapter in the
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sport's rapid expansion. Five winners, five different stories, one rising sport.

Full Winners Table

Every Winner, Year by Year

The Best FIFA Women's Player Winners, 2016-2025Click any column to sort

YEAR WINNER COUNTRY CLUB

2016 Carli Lloyd USA Houston Dash

2017 Lieke Martens Netherlands Barcelona

2018 Marta Brazil Orlando Pride

2019 Megan Rapinoe USA OL Reign

2020 Lucy Bronze England Lyon

2021 Alexia Putellas Spain Barcelona

2022 Alexia Putellas Spain Barcelona

2023 Aitana Bonmati Spain Barcelona

2024 Aitana Bonmati Spain Barcelona

2025 Aitana Bonmati Spain Barcelona

The year-by-year list lays bare the award's two phases. The first five rows show a different winner each

season, drawn from four nations and five clubs across three continents, a genuinely open competition

reflecting a sport without a settled hierarchy. The final five rows tell the opposite story: a single club,

Barcelona, and a single nation, Spain, sweeping every edition through two players. Bonmati's three

consecutive wins are highlighted, an unprecedented run for the award. The transition between the eras

was abrupt, with Putellas's 2021 victory marking the start of a Spanish dominance that has not yet been

interrupted, and which coincided almost exactly with Spain's emergence as a World Cup-winning nation.

By Nation

Best FIFA Women’s Player Winners: Bonmati 3 Lead 2016-2026

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 162 of 278



Winners by Nation

Grouped by country, the award has become heavily concentrated. Spain leads with five wins, all since 2021

and all through Barcelona's Putellas and Bonmati, ahead of the United States with two, via Lloyd and

Rapinoe. The Netherlands, Brazil and England complete the list with one apiece, through Martens, Marta

and Bronze. The spread of five nations across ten editions masks the sharp recent narrowing, with one

country taking the last five awards in succession. The same Spanish ascendancy appears in the team

game, as our FIFA world ranking of women's national soccer teams analysis shows, where Spain sits at or

near the top. The award's national distribution has, in effect, become a proxy for the rise of Spanish

women's football. No other nation has strung together anything close to five in a row.

The Best FIFA Women's Player winners by nation Spain barAward Wins, by NationThe Best FIFA Women's

Player winners by nation Spain bar 5Spain

By Club

Winners by Club

By club, the concentration is even starker. Barcelona has produced five winning seasons, Putellas's two

and Bonmati's three, more than any club in either the men's or women's award. Lyon and Houston Dash

account for one each, through Bronze and Lloyd, with the early winners spread across clubs in the United

States, Sweden and Europe before Barcelona's rise. The club's dominance of the women's award mirrors

its sustained success in the UEFA Women's Champions League and reflects the broader concentration of

elite talent visible in our most FIFA Club World Cup titles by club analysis of the men's game. Barcelona's

ability to assemble and retain the world's best players turned individual recognition into an almost in-house

affair from 2021. The club's depth meant its players often competed mainly against each other for the

prize.

Putellas's two wins launched the Barcelona dynasty. The midfielder claimed the 2021 award after a treble-

winning season crowned by the club's first Women's Champions League title, and retained it in 2022

despite a serious knee injury that ruled her out of that summer's European Championship, a measure of

how dominant her body of work had been. Her victories established the template that Bonmati would

extend: a Barcelona midfielder, central to both club and national success, recognised as the world's best.

Together the two players have given Spain and their club a stranglehold on the award that shows no sign of

loosening. Barcelona's midfield, in effect, became the award's permanent address.
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The Best FIFA Women's Player winners by club Barcelona barWinning Seasons, by ClubThe Best FIFA

Women's Player winners by club Barcelona bar 5Barcelona

Bonmati's Three

Inside Bonmati's Record Three Wins

Aitana Bonmati's three consecutive titles set a new standard for the award. Her 2023 win followed Spain's

first Women's World Cup triumph, where she won the Golden Ball as the tournament's best player; her

2024 repeat came after another Barcelona treble and the inaugural Women's Nations League; and her

2025 victory completed the first hat-trick in the award's history. No other player, in the men's or women's

edition, has won three years running. The World Cup success underpinning her first title is detailed in our

Women's World Cup prize money by finish analysis, where Spain's 2023 victory reshaped the sport's

honours. Bonmati's run made her the defining individual figure of the women's game's breakthrough years.

Her dominance defined the moment the sport reached a new global peak.

Bonmati's three wins reframed what dominance looks like in the women's game. Where the men's award

has never seen a player win three years running, Bonmati achieved it at the very moment women's football

reached unprecedented global visibility, her victories broadcast to record audiences and celebrated far

beyond the sport's traditional heartlands. Her style, all close control, intelligent movement and incisive

passing from central midfield, also shifted the archetype of a world-best player away from the goalscorer

toward the creator. That a deep-lying playmaker could win three consecutive global awards says much

about how the women's game, and its voters, value the craft of midfield play more readily than the men's

equivalent has tended to.

Aitana Bonmati three Best FIFA wins consecutive barBonmati's Three Consecutive WinsAitana Bonmati

three Best FIFA wins consecutive bar 2023First2025Third

Single vs Repeat

Single-Win and Repeat Winners

Splitting the seven winners by frequency captures the award's transformation. Five players won exactly

once, Lloyd, Martens, Marta, Rapinoe and Bronze, all in the open first era, while two, Putellas and Bonmati,

won multiple times in the Spanish era that followed. The repeat winners account for five of the ten editions

despite numbering just two players, a concentration unmatched in the award's early years. The single-win

recipients represent a more varied period when no player could string together dominant seasons, partly
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because the women's game lacked the year-round professional structures that now sustain peak

performance. Those structures, funded by the rising revenues in our FIFA Women's World Cup total prize

fund analysis, helped make sustained individual dominance possible. Money, in short, helped turn fleeting

brilliance into lasting dynasties.

The professionalisation of the women's game underpins every trend in the award's history. The early

winners largely came up through a sport still semi-professional in many countries, where even world-class

players balanced football with other commitments, and where national-team success at a World Cup or

Olympics was often the decisive factor in the vote. The recent winners are products of fully professional

club systems, with year-round training, sports science and competitive Champions League football

sharpening their performances. That shift, funded by the rising revenues transforming the women's game,

explains both the younger age of recent winners and the new possibility of sustained, multi-year

dominance that the early era never produced. Professional structures, more than any single player,

reshaped the award.

Lucy Bronze's 2020 award was historic in its own right. The England full-back became one of very few

defenders ever to win a major individual football honour, recognised for her commanding performances at

Lyon, then the dominant force in European women's football. Her win, in a year disrupted by the pandemic,

underlined how the women's award has been willing to reward roles that the men's prize almost never has.

It also marked the last edition before the Spanish era began, a final flourish of the open period in which a

defender, a winger and a veteran striker could all realistically contend for the same prize in consecutive

years.

Best FIFA Women's Player single vs repeat winners donutSingle vs Repeat WinnersBest FIFA Women's

Player single vs repeat winners donut 5Won once2Won 2+ times

Winners' Ages

The Ages of the Winners

Plotting each winner's age reveals a shift toward younger champions. The early winners skewed older,

from Carli Lloyd at 34 in 2016 to Megan Rapinoe at 34 in 2019, reflecting an era when experience and

World Cup heroics drove the vote. Lieke Martens broke that pattern at 24 in 2017, and the recent Spanish

winners have been younger too, with Putellas 27 at her first win and Bonmati 27 by her 2025 title. The trend

toward winners in their mid-to-late twenties reflects the professionalisation of the women's game, which

now develops elite players earlier, much as the longevity records in our players with the most Women's
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World Cup goals analysis show careers lengthening at both ends. The award increasingly rewards players

entering rather than leaving their prime. The shift mirrors the professionalisation of the women's game

itself.

The Best FIFA Women's Player winners age at victory lineWinner's Age at VictoryThe Best FIFA Women's

Player winners age at victory line 34Lloyd & Rapinoe

By Position

A Balanced Spread of Positions

Unlike the men's award, which forwards have dominated, the women's prize has spread evenly across

positions. Four winning seasons went to forwards, Lloyd, Marta and Rapinoe, four to midfielders, all of

Putellas's and Bonmati's wins, and two to defenders through Lucy Bronze, one of the few defenders to win

any major individual football award. The balance reflects how the women's game has celebrated

playmakers and defenders alongside goalscorers, a contrast with the attacking bias seen in our leading

scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis of the men's game. Bonmati and Putellas, both central midfielders,

helped redefine the profile of a world-best player toward control and creativity rather than pure

goalscoring. The women's award has, in that sense, been more positionally democratic than the men's.

The divergence between The Best and the Women's Ballon d'Or has been smaller than in the men's game,

largely because the same players have dominated both. Putellas won the Ballon d'Or in 2021 and 2022

alongside her FIFA awards, and Bonmati took the France Football prize in 2023, 2024 and 2025 to match

her FIFA hat-trick. The alignment reflects how clear-cut the recent hierarchy has been: when one player so

thoroughly outperforms the field, different electorates tend to reach the same conclusion. Only in the more

open early years did the two awards, where both existed, occasionally honour different players, a reminder

that disagreement is the product of genuine competition at the top. Agreement, paradoxically, is the mark

of a settled hierarchy.

The geography of the award reflects the shifting balance of the women's game. The early winners came

from the sport's established powers, the United States, with its long-dominant national team, and the

European nations rising to challenge it. The recent monopoly of Spain through Barcelona tracks the broader

transfer of power toward the European club game, where the best players from around the world now

concentrate. Just as the men's award has rewarded players at Europe's elite clubs almost exclusively, the

women's prize has followed talent to wherever the strongest professional structures exist, which for the

past five years has meant Catalonia above all. The next shift in the award's geography will signal the next
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shift in the sport itself. Talent, in this award, has always followed the strongest leagues. Geography and

quality move together in the women's game. Where the best leagues grow, the next winners will emerge.

Best FIFA Women's Player winners by position donutWinning Seasons, by PositionBest FIFA Women's

Player winners by position donut 4Midfielders2Defenders

The Two Eras

The Open Era and the Spanish Era

The award divides almost perfectly into two five-year halves. The open era, from 2016 to 2020, produced

five different winners from four nations and five clubs, a reflection of a sport with no settled hierarchy and

several competing national powers. The Spanish era, from 2021 to 2025, saw Barcelona's Putellas and

Bonmati win all five editions, mirroring Spain's simultaneous rise to World Cup and European glory. The

shift tracks the broader balance of power reflected in our Women's World Cup top scorers of all time

analysis. Whether the Spanish era continues or a new challenger emerges is the central question hanging

over the award's next decade, much as the men's prize awaits a successor to its defining names. Both

awards now wait to see who follows the current dynasties.

Looking ahead to the award's second decade, the central question is whether anyone can break Spain's

grip. Bonmati and Putellas remain at their peak, and Barcelona's continued dominance of European

competition keeps supplying contenders, but rising investment in England's Women's Super League, the

United States' NWSL and elsewhere is closing the gap. A 48-team men's World Cup in 2026 and the

expanding women's calendar give emerging stars more high-profile stages on which to build a case.

Whether the next winner comes from outside Spain, and whether any player can match Bonmati's three

consecutive titles, will be the defining storylines of the award's coming years, much as the men's prize

awaits the first multiple winner of its post-superstar generation. For now, the safest bet remains another

year of Barcelona dominance. The question is when, not whether, that dominance eventually ends. Every

dynasty in football, however total, has ultimately given way to a successor.

Best FIFA Women's Player winners by nation distribution barWins by Nation, All EditionsBest FIFA Women's

Player winners by nation distribution bar 5Spain

Best FIFA Women's Player open era vs Spanish era winners barDifferent Winners, by EraBest FIFA

Women's Player open era vs Spanish era winners bar 5Open era2Spanish era

Editions Awarded
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A Decade of Editions

The cumulative count of editions frames how young this award still is. From its first presentation in 2016,

The Best FIFA Women's Player has been awarded every year, reaching three editions by 2018, five by

2020, seven by 2022, nine by 2024 and ten by 2025. In a single decade it has become the women's

game's most prestigious individual honour alongside the Women's Ballon d'Or, introduced in 2018. The

schedule of FIFA's broader calendar of events and ceremonies continues to expand each year. With the

2026 award still to be presented at the time of writing, the current tally of seven different winners across

ten editions stands as the complete record of the award's first decade. Ten editions in, the honour is firmly

established at the summit of the women's game.

cumulative The Best FIFA Women's Player editions 2016 2025 lineCumulative Editions Awardedcumulative

The Best FIFA Women's Player editions 2016 2025 line 10By 2025

3Bonmati's WinsRecord, 2023-2025. Source: FIFA 2026. 7Different WinnersFrom five nations. Source:

FIFA 2026. 5Barcelona SeasonsSince 2021. Source: FIFA 2026. 2025Latest WinnerAitana Bonmati. Source:

FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the winners' list tells the story of women's football's breakthrough decade through its

individual honours. The open era of 2016 to 2020 spread the award across the United States, the

Netherlands, Brazil and England, honouring the pioneers of a still-developing sport, before Barcelona and

Spain transformed it into a near-monopoly. Aitana Bonmati's three consecutive wins, the first such run in

the award's history, lead a roll of seven winners and crown a Spanish dominance built on World Cup and

Champions League success. Midfielders and defenders have shared the honour more evenly than in the

men's game, and the winners have grown younger as the sport has professionalised. The open questions

for the award's second decade are whether any nation can break Spain's grip, whether a player can match

or surpass Bonmati's three, and whether the rapid growth of the women's game produces a new

generation of contenders from beyond the current elite.

For all the data, the winners' list ultimately tells a simple story of a sport coming into its own. In a single

decade, seven players were named the best in the women's game, and the names, from Lloyd and Marta to

Putellas and Bonmati, trace the sport's journey from a still-developing competition to a fully professional

global spectacle. That the recent honours have concentrated in Spain reflects not a narrowing of the game

but the emergence of a genuinely dominant team and club, the kind every maturing sport eventually

produces. The award has, in its first decade, recorded both the breadth of the early years and the brilliance

of the Barcelona era, a fitting chronicle of women's football's most transformative decade. The next
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decade will be written by names not yet on the list.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Best FIFA Women's Player Winners

Aitana Bonmati of Barcelona and Spain has won The Best FIFA Women's Player award three times, in

2023, 2024 and 2025, the most of any player. She is the only woman to win it three years in a row. Alexia

Putellas, also of Barcelona, follows with two wins. Source: FIFA 2026.

Aitana Bonmati won The Best FIFA Women's Player award for 2025, announced in December 2025,

completing a hat-trick of consecutive titles. The Barcelona midfielder had also been central to Spain's run

of major honours over the period. Source: FIFA 2026.

The award was introduced in 2016, when FIFA ended its joint Ballon d'Or partnership with France

Football. Carli Lloyd of the United States won the first edition. From 2001 to 2015 the equivalent honour

was the FIFA Women's World Player of the Year, dominated by Brazil's Marta. Source: FIFA 2026.

The winner is chosen by four voting groups, each carrying 25% of the vote: national team coaches,

national team captains, media representatives, and registered fans voting online. Sporting performance

and conduct on and off the pitch are both considered. Source: FIFA 2026.

Barcelona has produced five winning seasons, through Alexia Putellas in 2021 and 2022 and Aitana

Bonmati in 2023, 2024 and 2025. The club's dominance of the women's game over the period made it the

clear leader. Lucy Bronze won the 2020 award while at Lyon. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes, in recent years. Spanish players have won five of the ten editions, all through Barcelona's Putellas

and Bonmati, since 2021. Before that, the award was spread among the United States, the Netherlands,

Brazil and England, reflecting a more open early era. Source: FIFA 2026.

The first five editions went to five different players: Carli Lloyd of the United States in 2016, Lieke

Martens of the Netherlands in 2017, Brazil's Marta in 2018, Megan Rapinoe of the United States in 2019,

and England's Lucy Bronze in 2020. Spanish dominance began only in 2021. Source: FIFA 2026.

They are separate awards run by different bodies: The Best is awarded by FIFA, while the Women's

Ballon d'Or, introduced in 2018, is run by France Football. They share many winners, including Putellas

and Bonmati, but use different voting periods and electorates and occasionally diverge. Source: FIFA 2026.
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The award has been spread fairly evenly across positions. Four winning seasons went to forwards, four

to midfielders, including all of Bonmati's and Putellas's wins, and two to defenders through Lucy Bronze.

This balance contrasts with the men's award, which forwards have dominated. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The winners are official FIFA records covering every edition from 2016 to 2025, confirmed across

FIFA and reputable football media. The 2025 award went to Aitana Bonmati; the 2026 award has not yet

been presented at the time of writing. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

Sports Illustrated - The Best FIFA Football Awards: Full List of Past Winners - The complete winners list

from 2016 to 2025 used throughout this report.

FIFA official records (2016-2025) - Source for the year-by-year winners, the clubs represented and the

2025 result.

Reputable football media (FC Barcelona, Sportskeeda, Wikipedia) - Used to confirm the voting method, the

nation, club and position breakdowns and the divergences with the Women's Ballon d'Or.

Counts cover The Best FIFA Women's Player award from 2016 to 2025 and exclude the earlier FIFA

Women's World Player of the Year (2001-2015). The 2026 award had not been presented at the time of

writing. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Winners of the FIFA Best men's player award

2016-2026
Updated Jun 16, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-best-mens-award-winners

3
MESSI'S WINS (RECORD)

6
DIFFERENT WINNERS

10
EDITIONS, 2016-2025

3
REAL MADRID SEASONS

24
YOUNGEST WINNER (VINI)

8
FORWARDS OF 10 WINS

Overview

A Decade of The Best FIFA Men's Player Winners

When FIFA launched The Best FIFA Men's Player award in 2016, after ending its joint Ballon d'Or

partnership with France Football, it inherited a sport still defined by two players. Cristiano Ronaldo won the

first two editions, in 2016 and 2017, before Luka Modric broke the Messi-Ronaldo duopoly in 2018. Lionel

Messi then took the 2019 award and went on to win three in total, the most of any player, adding victories in

2022 and 2023. The clubs that employed these winners feature heavily in our most FIFA Club World Cup

titles by club analysis, where the same European powers recur, a reflection of how individual and team

success cluster at the top of the game. The award has always rewarded the players at football's

commercial and competitive summit.

The award's later years brought fresh names. Robert Lewandowski claimed back-to-back honours in 2020

and 2021 for his record-breaking scoring at Bayern Munich; Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior won in 2024 as

the youngest recipient at 24; and Ousmane Dembele of Paris Saint-Germain took the 2025 prize. In all, six

different players have won the ten editions to 2025, drawn from six nations. The governing body behind

the award, its members and its finances, is profiled in our FIFA statistics and facts overview, the same

organisation whose tournaments these players have illuminated. Six winners in ten years is a tighter field

than the era's depth of talent might suggest.

most The Best FIFA Men's Player award wins Messi Ronaldo barMost Best FIFA Men's Player Winsmost

The Best FIFA Men's Player award wins Messi Ronaldo bar 3Messi
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Note: official winners, 2016-2025; the 2026 award has not yet been presented.

The ranking still bears the imprint of the Messi-Ronaldo era that preceded it. Between them the two

superstars won four of the first seven editions, and only Modric's 2018 victory interrupted their hold until

Lewandowski's pandemic-season dominance. Messi's three wins, spread across spells at Barcelona, Paris

Saint-Germain and Inter Miami, make him the only player to claim the award on three different continents'

club football, a feat that mirrors the longevity captured in our players with the most FIFA World Cup

matches analysis. The award has, in effect, documented the long twilight of football's defining rivalry

alongside the rise of its successors. The transition, when it came, was swift.

More recent winners signal a generational shift. Vinicius Junior and Ousmane Dembele, both born in the

2000s, represent the first post-Messi-Ronaldo recipients, and their victories coincided with the two

superstars finally ceding the game's individual spotlight. The 2022 award carried particular weight, decided

after Messi captained Argentina to the World Cup title examined in our number of World Cup titles won by

country since 1930 analysis, the first edition to fall within a men's World Cup voting window. This report

works through the full winners list, the breakdowns by nation, club, age and position, the contrast with the

Ballon d'Or, and the patterns of a decade-defining award. Each chart isolates one dimension of who has

won and why.

The award's origins explain some of its character. For two decades FIFA had jointly run the Ballon d'Or with

the magazine France Football, but the partnership ended in 2016, and each body launched its own player-

of-the-year prize. The Best FIFA Men's Player inherited FIFA's global voting infrastructure, including

national team coaches and captains from every member association, giving it a uniquely international

electorate. That breadth distinguishes it from the more journalist-driven Ballon d'Or, and it helps explain

why the two awards, despite sharing most winners, occasionally diverge. The split also revived memories

of FIFA's earlier World Player of the Year, run separately from 1991 to 2009, which the new award

effectively succeeded. The lineage of FIFA's individual honours stretches back more than three decades.

Ronaldo's two opening wins captured a player at the absolute peak of his powers. The 2016 award followed

a season in which he won the Champions League with Real Madrid and the European Championship with

Portugal, the latter a first major international trophy for his country. The 2017 repeat came after another

Champions League triumph and a La Liga title, cementing a period of dominance that few players have

matched. By the time Modric interrupted the Messi-Ronaldo monopoly in 2018, the two had shared the

game's top individual honours for the better part of a decade, a duopoly the new award inherited rather

than created.
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Lewandowski's back-to-back wins told a different story, that of a pure goalscorer finally receiving his due.

The Pole had been overlooked during the Messi-Ronaldo years despite prolific scoring, and his 2020

award, after a treble-winning season at Bayern Munich crowned by a Champions League title, was widely

seen as overdue recognition. His 2021 repeat followed a Bundesliga campaign in which he broke Gerd

Muller's longstanding single-season scoring record. That the award arrived only once the established

superstars had momentarily faltered underlined how high the bar had been set.

Full Winners Table

Every Winner, Year by Year

The Best FIFA Men's Player Winners, 2016-2025Click any column to sort

YEAR WINNER COUNTRY CLUB

2016 Cristiano Ronaldo Portugal Real Madrid

2017 Cristiano Ronaldo Portugal Real Madrid

2018 Luka Modric Croatia Real Madrid

2019 Lionel Messi Argentina Barcelona

2020 Robert Lewandowski Poland Bayern Munich

2021 Robert Lewandowski Poland Bayern Munich

2022 Lionel Messi Argentina Paris Saint-Germain

2023 Lionel Messi Argentina Inter Miami

2024 Vinicius Junior Brazil Real Madrid

2025 Ousmane Dembele France Paris Saint-Germain

The year-by-year list reveals the award's distinct phases. The opening trio of editions stayed with Real

Madrid, through Ronaldo and Modric, mirroring the club's Champions League dominance of the era. The

middle years split between Messi and Lewandowski, two contrasting embodiments of attacking excellence.

The closing seasons mark a clean break, with Vinicius and Dembele representing a new generation and, in

Dembele's case, the first French winner. Messi's three victories are highlighted across three different

clubs, an unusual spread that underlines how his individual brilliance travelled with him from Spain to

France to the United States, even as the teams around him changed completely. No other recipient comes
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close to that geographic range.

By Nation

Winners by Nation

Grouped by country, the award has a clear leader. Argentina tops the list with three wins, all Messi's, ahead

of Portugal and Poland with two each through Ronaldo and Lewandowski. Croatia, Brazil and France

complete the list with one apiece, via Modric, Vinicius and Dembele. Six nations in ten editions is a

relatively concentrated spread, reflecting how the award has clustered around a small number of

generational talents rather than rotating widely. The same pattern of national dominance appears in the

team game, as our win probability of FIFA World Cup teams analysis shows, where a handful of footballing

powers dominate the odds. Notably, three of the six winning nations have also won the men's World Cup.

The Best FIFA Men's Player winners by nation Argentina barAward Wins, by NationThe Best FIFA Men's

Player winners by nation Argentina bar 3Argentina

By Club

Winners by Club

Counting the club each winner represented at the time, Real Madrid leads with three winning seasons:

Ronaldo's two and Vinicius Junior's one. Bayern Munich and Paris Saint-Germain follow with two each, the

latter through Messi in 2022 and Dembele in 2025, while Barcelona and Inter Miami account for one apiece,

both Messi's. The spread shows how the award follows individual brilliance rather than any single club

dynasty, though Europe's elite clubs naturally dominate. Inter Miami's presence is the outlier, marking

Messi's 2023 win as the first for a player outside a major European league. The financial weight of these

clubs is reflected in the revenue flows charted in our revenue of the football association FIFA analysis of

the wider game. Wealth and individual recognition, the data suggests, travel together. The richest clubs

reliably employ the award's contenders. That alignment of money and merit shows no sign of weakening.

Football's financial pyramid and its honours pyramid are, increasingly, the same shape.

The Best FIFA Men's Player winners by club Real Madrid barWinning Seasons, by ClubThe Best FIFA Men's

Player winners by club Real Madrid bar 3Real Madrid

Messi's Three
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Inside Messi's Record Three Wins

Lionel Messi's three victories are unique in their variety. He won the 2019 award at Barcelona after a

season of 50-plus goals, the 2022 edition at Paris Saint-Germain in the immediate aftermath of captaining

Argentina to the World Cup, and the 2023 prize while at Inter Miami in Major League Soccer, the first

winner based outside Europe's major leagues. No other player has won the award representing three

different clubs, let alone on two continents. His 2022 win, in particular, cemented a career-defining year

that also features in our prize money distribution at the Qatar World Cup analysis, where Argentina's

triumph reshaped the sport's individual honours. Messi's spread of wins captures both his longevity and

the global arc of his late career. Three clubs, two continents, one player: the spread is unprecedented. No

future winner is likely to match that particular record soon. Geography, as much as ability, made Messi's

three wins singular. The record may stand untouched for a generation.

Lionel Messi three Best FIFA wins by club year barMessi's Three Wins, by ClubLionel Messi three Best FIFA

wins by club year bar 2019Barcelona2023Inter Miami

Single vs Repeat

Single-Win and Repeat Winners

Splitting the six winners by frequency shows an even divide. Three players have won the award more than

once, Messi three times and Ronaldo and Lewandowski twice each, while three have won exactly once:

Modric, Vinicius Junior and Dembele. The repeat winners between them account for seven of the ten

editions, a sign of how the award concentrated around dominant individuals for much of its first decade.

The single-win recipients tend to mark turning points, Modric ending the duopoly in 2018, Vinicius opening

the post-Ronaldo-Messi era in 2024. The career arcs behind such peaks echo the team-strength themes in

our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis. Whether the next decade sees similar concentration or

a wider spread is among the award's open questions. The pattern of the first decade favoured the few over

the many. Concentration, not rotation, has been the rule. The single-win recipients stand out precisely

because they are exceptions. Each marked a moment when the established order briefly gave way.

Best FIFA Men's Player single vs repeat winners donutSingle vs Repeat WinnersBest FIFA Men's Player

single vs repeat winners donut 3Won once3Won 2+ times

Winners' Ages
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The Ages of the Winners

Plotting each winner's age at the time of victory reveals the award's bias toward experience. Most

recipients were in their early thirties, from Ronaldo at 31 in 2016 to Messi at 36 for his 2023 win, the oldest

in the award's history. Vinicius Junior broke the pattern as the youngest winner at 24 in 2024, and Dembele

followed at 28, hinting at a generational handover. The cluster of thirty-something winners reflects how the

award rewards sustained, peak-level achievement rather than youthful promise, much as the records in our

all-time standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup analysis favour established excellence. The

recent dip in winners' ages may signal the arrival of a younger cohort at the summit of the game.

Vinicius Junior's 2024 win marked the clearest generational break. At 24, the Brazilian became the

youngest winner, rewarded for a season in which he was decisive in Real Madrid's Champions League

triumph, and his victory came in the same year he was controversially overlooked for the Ballon d'Or, won

by Manchester City's Rodri. The divergence sparked a Real Madrid boycott of the rival ceremony and a

wider debate about how the two awards weigh different qualities. For The Best, the choice signalled a

willingness to crown the post-Ronaldo-Messi generation, confirmed when Dembele took the 2025 prize.

Ousmane Dembele's 2025 award capped one of football's more unexpected career arcs. Long regarded as

a player of immense talent but inconsistent output, the Frenchman produced the most complete season of

his career at Paris Saint-Germain, central to the club's long-awaited Champions League breakthrough. His

victory made him the first French winner of The Best, and the second consecutive recipient born in the

2000s, confirming the generational handover that Vinicius had begun. That two such different players, a

Real Madrid winger and a PSG forward, took the most recent awards suggested the post-superstar era

would be more open and less predictable than the decade of duopoly that preceded it.

The Best FIFA Men's Player winners age at victory lineWinner's Age at VictoryThe Best FIFA Men's Player

winners age at victory line 36Messi 2023

By Position

Forwards Dominate the Award

By playing position, the award tilts heavily toward attackers. Eight of the ten winning seasons went to

forwards, Ronaldo, Messi, Lewandowski, Vinicius and Dembele, with only Modric's 2018 midfield triumph

breaking the pattern, and even that owed much to his role in Croatia's run to the World Cup final. No

defender or goalkeeper has ever won, a reflection of how individual awards reward visible, goal-scoring

contributions over the subtler work of defence. The same attacking bias shapes the scoring records
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analysed in our FIFA World Cup winners prize money coverage, where forwards dominate the headlines.

The award's structure, voted on partly by fans, naturally favours the players whose impact is easiest to

see. Goals, not tackles, win individual prizes.

The voting system itself shapes the outcomes in subtle ways. By giving fans a full quarter of the vote

alongside coaches, captains and media, FIFA built in a bias toward globally popular, high-profile players,

which helps explain the dominance of forwards and household names. Captains and coaches, voting from

every member association, add an international breadth that can reward World Cup performances heavily,

as the 2022 result showed. Media votes lean toward sustained club excellence across a season. The blend

produces winners who combine team success, individual statistics and global visibility, a formula that has

favoured the era's biggest stars and made surprise winners rare.

Best FIFA Men's Player winners by position forwards donutWinning Seasons, by PositionBest FIFA Men's

Player winners by position forwards donut 8Forwards2Midfielders

Best vs Ballon d'Or

The Best Versus the Ballon d'Or

Because FIFA and France Football split in 2016, two competing player-of-the-year awards now coexist, and

they do not always agree. In most years the same player won both, but the awards have diverged notably,

most strikingly in 2024 when Vinicius Junior took The Best while Spain's Rodri won the Ballon d'Or,

prompting a Real Madrid boycott of the latter ceremony. The two honours use different voting periods and

electorates, FIFA's split equally between coaches, captains, media and fans. The institutional structures

that govern such recognition sit within the wider football economy that frames the modern game. For most

of the decade, though, the two awards have reinforced rather than contradicted each other, sharing the

era's dominant names. Divergence, when it comes, tends to make headlines.

Comparing the award's first decade with the FIFA World Player of the Year that preceded it is instructive.

That earlier honour, run from 1991 to 2009, was dominated by a rotating cast including Ronaldo, Zinedine

Zidane, Ronaldinho and the young Messi, and it too favoured attacking players from elite European clubs.

The continuity suggests the criteria for footballing greatness, as measured by FIFA's electorate, have

remained remarkably stable across three decades, even as the specific names changed. What has shifted

is the proliferation of competing awards, which now divide the recognition that earlier generations of stars

held more or less uncontested.
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The Best FIFA vs Ballon d'Or agreement winners barBest FIFA and Ballon d'Or OverlapThe Best FIFA vs

Ballon d'Or agreement winners bar 6Same-year wins

Editions Awarded

A Decade of Editions

The cumulative count of editions frames how young this award still is. From its first presentation in 2016,

The Best FIFA Men's Player has been awarded every year, reaching three editions by 2018, five by 2020,

seven by 2022, nine by 2024 and ten by 2025. In just a decade it has become the sport's most prestigious

individual honour alongside the Ballon d'Or. The schedule of FIFA's broader calendar of events and

ceremonies is detailed in our matches at FIFA World Cups by city and country analysis. With the 2026

award still to be presented at the time of writing, the current tally of six different winners across ten

editions stands as the complete record of the award's first decade. A tenth edition in a decade is a

remarkable consistency for so young an honour. Each December ceremony has added another name to the

list. The roll of honour grows by one with every passing season. In a decade it has become an

indispensable part of the football calendar.

cumulative The Best FIFA Men's Player editions 2016 2025 lineCumulative Editions Awardedcumulative The

Best FIFA Men's Player editions 2016 2025 line 10By 2025

One structural fact underlines how concentrated the award has been at the top of the European game.

Eight of the ten winning seasons came while the player was at a club in one of Europe's major leagues, and

only Messi's 2023 season at Inter Miami and, arguably, the wider context of his late career fall outside that

pattern. The dominance of European club football in the award mirrors the scoring hierarchy tracked in our

leading scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis, where the same elite recurs. Whether a player based

wholly outside Europe can win the award again, as Messi did, may depend on how quickly leagues

elsewhere close the competitive gap. For now, the European game remains the award's near-exclusive

stage.

The award also reflects the changing geography of elite football. For its first seven years every winner

played in Europe's traditional big-five leagues, but Messi's 2023 move to Inter Miami, and his subsequent

award, signalled that talent and recognition were beginning to disperse, however slowly. The expansion of

competitions like the Club World Cup, the rise of well-funded leagues in Saudi Arabia and the United

States, and the growing global television market all point toward a future in which the award's winners may

come from a wider range of leagues. For now, though, Europe's concentration of wealth and competition

The Best FIFA Men’s Player Winners: Messi 3 Lead 2016-2026

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 178 of 278



keeps the vast majority of contenders, and winners, within its borders.

Best FIFA Men's Player winners European vs other league two barWinning Seasons, by League BaseBest

FIFA Men's Player winners European vs other league two bar 8European2Other

3Messi's WinsRecord, 2019-2023. Source: FIFA 2026. 6Different WinnersFrom six nations. Source: FIFA

2026. 8Forward WinsOf 10 editions. Source: FIFA 2026. 2025Latest WinnerOusmane Dembele. Source:

FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the winners' list tells the story of football's individual honours through a decade of

transition. Lionel Messi's three victories, spread across three clubs on two continents, lead a roll of six

winners that still bears the deep imprint of his rivalry with Cristiano Ronaldo, who took the award's first two

editions. Robert Lewandowski's back-to-back wins, Luka Modric's duopoly-breaking 2018, and the recent

victories of Vinicius Junior and Ousmane Dembele chart the slow handover from one footballing generation

to the next. Forwards have dominated, the early-thirties peak has defined most winners, and Europe's elite

clubs have supplied all but one. The open questions for the award's second decade are whether any player

can approach Messi's three, whether the post-Ronaldo-Messi generation will produce its own multiple

winner, and whether the diverging verdicts of The Best and the Ballon d'Or, as in 2024, become more

common as the game's individual honours multiply.

Looking ahead to the award's second decade, several questions stand out. No active player appears

positioned to challenge Messi's three wins in the near term, since the post-superstar generation has so far

produced only single winners. The expanded international calendar, with a 48-team World Cup in 2026 and

the enlarged Club World Cup, gives emerging stars more high-profile stages on which to build a case. And

the growing divergence between The Best and the Ballon d'Or, sharpest in 2024, raises the prospect of the

two awards regularly crowning different players, complicating the simple notion of a single world's-best

footballer. The next ten editions will test whether the concentration of the first decade was a product of the

Messi-Ronaldo era or a permanent feature of how football honours its greatest individuals. Either way, the

first decade has set a high bar for the names that follow.

For all the data and debate, the award ultimately tells a simple story. In a decade, six players rose above the

rest of world football to be named its single best, and the names on that short list, Messi, Ronaldo,

Lewandowski, Modric, Vinicius and Dembele, read as a fair summary of the era's defining talents. That the

list is short, and weighted toward a handful of nations and clubs, reflects not a flaw in the voting but the

genuine concentration of the very highest level of the game. The award has, in its first decade, done its job:

it has recorded who stood at the absolute summit, year by year.
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FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Best FIFA Men's Player Winners

Lionel Messi has won The Best FIFA Men's Player award three times, in 2019, 2022 and 2023, more than

any other player. Cristiano Ronaldo and Robert Lewandowski follow with two wins each. The award has

been presented annually since 2016. Source: FIFA 2026.

Ousmane Dembele of Paris Saint-Germain won The Best FIFA Men's Player award for 2025, announced

in December 2025, after a season in which he helped PSG to the Champions League. He was the sixth

different winner since the award began. Source: FIFA 2026.

The award was introduced in 2016, when FIFA ended its partnership with France Football and split from

the jointly run FIFA Ballon d'Or. Cristiano Ronaldo won the first edition. The earlier FIFA World Player of the

Year ran from 1991 to 2009 as a separate honour. Source: FIFA 2026.

The winner is chosen by four voting groups, each carrying 25% of the vote: national team coaches,

national team captains, media representatives, and registered fans voting online. A player's conduct on

and off the field is also considered alongside sporting performance. Source: FIFA 2026.

Real Madrid has produced the most winning seasons, with three: Cristiano Ronaldo in 2016 and 2017 and

Vinicius Junior in 2024. Bayern Munich and Paris Saint-Germain follow with two each. Messi won the

2023 award while at Inter Miami in Major League Soccer. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. Lionel Messi won the 2023 award while playing for Inter Miami in Major League Soccer, the first

winner based outside a major European league. Every other winner has been at a European club at the time

of victory. Source: FIFA 2026.

They are separate awards run by different bodies: The Best is awarded by FIFA, while the Ballon d'Or is

run by France Football. They share many winners but use different voting periods and electorates, and

have occasionally diverged, as in 2024 when Vinicius Junior won The Best but Rodri took the Ballon d'Or.

Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The 2022 edition was the first to include a men's World Cup within its voting period, and Lionel Messi

won after captaining Argentina to the title in Qatar. The change tied the award more closely to the

international game's biggest tournament. Source: FIFA 2026.

Vinicius Junior was the youngest winner, at 24 when he won the 2024 award, while Lionel Messi was

the oldest, at 36 for his 2023 victory. Most winners have been in their early thirties, reflecting the peak
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achievements of established stars. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The winners are official FIFA records covering every edition from 2016 to 2025, confirmed across

FIFA and reputable football media. The 2025 award went to Ousmane Dembele; the 2026 award has not yet

been presented at the time of writing. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

The Football Faithful - Every Winner of The Best FIFA Men's Player - The complete winners list from 2016

to 2025 and the voting structure used throughout this report.

FIFA official records (2016-2025) - Source for the year-by-year winners, the clubs represented and the

2025 result.

Reputable football media (BBC Sport, Reuters) - Used to confirm the voting method, the nation and club

breakdowns and the divergences with the Ballon d'Or.

Counts cover The Best FIFA Men's Player award from 2016 to 2025 and exclude the earlier FIFA World

Player of the Year (1991-2009). The 2026 award had not been presented at the time of writing. Not

investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Highest-ranked women's national soccer teams

worldwide 2026
Updated Jun 16, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-world-ranking-of-womens-national-soccer-teams

2,083
SPAIN POINTS (NO.1)

28.4
USA GAP TO SPAIN

197
RANKED TEAMS

11
UEFA TEAMS IN TOP 20

+3
JAPAN'S CLIMB TO 5TH

2027
NEXT WORLD CUP (BRAZIL)

Overview

Leading women's national soccer teams worldwide, by FIFA ranking

Women's international football enters mid-2026 with a familiar name on top and an unusually congested

field behind it. Spain, the reigning World Cup champions, lead the FIFA Women's World Ranking with

2,083.09 points in the April 2026 edition, a position they have held since August 2025. The United States,

winners of the most world titles and the reigning Olympic champions, sit second just 28.44 points back,

with England third after their victory over Spain in World Cup qualifying. The full record of who has actually

lifted the trophy is set out in our Women's World Cup title winners analysis, and the ranking shows how

closely the historic powers still cluster at the top. Eight of the nine World Cups ever played have been won

by teams currently ranked in the top five.

The April 2026 edition covers 197 ranked teams, after the British Virgin Islands dropped out following four

years without a fixture. Germany hold fourth, while Japan are the big movers, climbing three places to fifth

after sweeping the AFC Women's Asian Cup. Brazil, France, Sweden, Canada and the Netherlands

complete a top 10 in which every team has realistic World Cup ambitions. The equivalent table for the

men's game is tracked in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis, and comparing the two

reveals how differently power is distributed across the men's and women's international games. The

women's table rewards recent form sharply, which is why a single continental tournament can reorder the

elite. That volatility is part of what makes the current race so compelling to follow. Supporters of half a

dozen nations can plausibly claim their team is the best in the world. Few rankings in world sport are
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debated as fiercely right now.

highest ranked women's national soccer teams 2026 FIFA points barFIFA Women's World Ranking Top 10,

April 2026highest ranked women's national soccer teams 2026 FIFA points bar 2,083Spain (No.1)

Note: official FIFA ranking points, 21 April 2026 edition; next update 16 June 2026.

The points tell a story of fine margins at the very top. Barely 70 points separate Spain in first from Japan in

fifth, and the gap between Spain and the United States is the kind that a single major result can erase.

FIFA's points system rewards beating strong opponents in competitive matches, so the qualifying

campaigns for the 2027 World Cup in Brazil, already under way, will keep reshuffling the order. England's

away win over Spain in qualifying lifted the Lionesses above Germany, a reminder that the road to the

finals, mapped for the men's game in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis, doubles as the battleground for

ranking points. Every qualifier between now and mid-2027 is, in effect, a ranking match as well. The stakes

attached to each fixture have rarely been higher outside a World Cup itself.

Beneath the headline order, the ranking captures a sport in transition. The long era of unchallenged

American supremacy has given way to a multi-polar contest in which Spain, England, Germany and Japan

all hold genuine claims to the top. European nations dominate the upper reaches on the strength of a

decade of investment, Asia's champions are climbing, and traditional powers such as Sweden and Norway

remain in the hunt. This report works through the top 20 in detail: the points, the gaps, the confederations,

the movers, and how the current order compares with both ranking history and the record of World Cup

success. The picture that emerges is of a genuine multi-team title race heading into Brazil 2027. No

previous Women's World Cup has begun with the top of the ranking so finely balanced. Whoever tops the

June 2026 edition will carry only the slimmest of cushions into the qualifying run-in.

Full Top 20 Table

FIFA Women's World Ranking: The Top 20

FIFA Women's World Ranking Top 20, 21 April 2026Click any column to sort

RANK TEAM POINTS CONFEDERATION

1 Spain 2,083.09 UEFA

2 United States 2,054.65 CONCACAF

3 England 2,038.72 UEFA
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4 Germany 2,021.78 UEFA

5 Japan 2,011.27 AFC

6 Brazil 1,980.00 CONMEBOL

7 France 1,975.60 UEFA

8 Sweden 1,961.22 UEFA

9 Canada 1,934.88 CONCACAF

10 Netherlands 1,929.32 UEFA

11 North Korea 1,910.63 AFC

12 Denmark 1,885.52 UEFA

13 Norway 1,881.42 UEFA

14 Italy 1,877.26 UEFA

15 Australia 1,838.17 AFC

16 China 1,817.53 AFC

17 Iceland 1,795.94 UEFA

18 Belgium 1,784.21 UEFA

19 South Korea 1,779.81 AFC

20 Colombia 1,774.76 CONMEBOL

The full top 20 underlines Europe's depth. Eleven of the twenty places belong to UEFA nations, from Spain

at the summit to Belgium at 18th, with Asia supplying five teams and the Americas four. The points column

shows how tightly packed the elite are: barely 150 points cover the entire top 10, and just over 300 points

separate first from twentieth. North Korea, who slipped out of the top 10 to 11th, head a chasing group that

includes Scandinavian stalwarts Denmark and Norway, a resurgent Italy, and 2023 World Cup co-hosts

Australia. Colombia's presence at 20th, alongside Brazil in sixth, gives South America two representatives

among the elite for the first sustained spell in the ranking's history. The table also shows how steep the

climb is for nations outside the elite, with each place worth only a handful of points.

Spain's hold on first place rests on the deepest squad in the women's game. Built around the core that won

the 2023 World Cup, La Roja have combined tournament pedigree with consistent results in qualifying and
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friendlies. Their recent stumble, the home defeat to England, cost points but not the top spot, because the

cushion built through 2025 was large enough to absorb it. The United States, meanwhile, have rebuilt

rapidly, blending emerging talent with experienced internationals, and their Olympic gold confirmed the

recovery from a disappointing 2023 World Cup. The pair have traded the number one position twice since

2023, and a third exchange before the 2027 World Cup is entirely plausible given a deficit of fewer than 30

points.

Gap to Spain

How Far Behind Spain Each Contender Sits

Measuring each top-10 team's deficit to Spain reveals just how open the summit race is. The United States

trail by only 28.44 points, England by 44.4 and Germany by 61.3, gaps small enough to close within a single

international window given the right results. Japan, at 71.8 points back, have already shown how quickly

ground can be made, having gained three places in one edition. Beyond fifth, the deficits grow: Brazil and

France sit roughly 100 points adrift, with Canada and the Netherlands around 150. The way these fine

margins translate into tournament outcomes is explored in our win probability of FIFA World Cup teams

analysis. With qualifying matches carrying high ranking weight, every result on the road to Brazil 2027

moves these gaps. History suggests the order will look different again by the time the tournament kicks off.

The closeness at the top is no accident; it reflects how the ranking algorithm works. FIFA's women's

ranking uses a system in which teams exchange points after every match, with the amount depending on

the result, the importance of the fixture and the relative strength of the opponents. Beating a higher-ranked

side in a competitive match yields a large gain, while losing to a weaker one costs dearly. Because the

leading teams now play each other regularly, in continental championships, World Cup qualifiers, the

Olympics and high-profile friendlies, points circulate constantly among them, keeping the gaps narrow. A

team that avoids strong opponents cannot rise far, which is why the calendar of elite fixtures itself shapes

the modern table.

points gap to Spain FIFA women's ranking top 10 2026 barPoints Behind No.1 Spain, Top 10points gap to

Spain FIFA women's ranking top 10 2026 bar 28.4USA (closest)

By Confederation
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Top 20 Teams by Confederation

Grouped by confederation, the top 20 shows a clear hierarchy of regions. UEFA's eleven representatives

make Europe the dominant force in depth as well as at the summit, the product of professionalised leagues

and heavy federation investment over the past decade. The AFC's five teams, led by Japan and North

Korea, make Asia the clear second power, while CONCACAF's pair, the United States and Canada, and

CONMEBOL's Brazil and Colombia complete the elite. Africa and Oceania have no top-20 representative,

though Nigeria and New Zealand lead their regions further down. How these continental blocs feed into

World Cup qualification is mapped in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis. The regional

split of the rankings largely mirrors where money and professional structures have arrived first in the

women's game.

England's rise to third captures the broader European surge. The Lionesses are reigning European

champions, were finalists at the last World Cup, and their qualifying victory over Spain showed they can

beat the very best in competitive conditions. Germany, now fourth, remain the most decorated European

nation in the women's game and have stayed near the podium of the ranking almost continuously since its

creation. France, seventh, possess one of the deepest pools of club talent in Europe through their strong

domestic league, yet continue to search for the tournament breakthrough their resources suggest. Between

them, these nations ensure that Europe supplies not just the number one team but most of its plausible

challengers as well.

women's ranking top 20 by confederation UEFA AFC 2026 barTop-20 Teams by Confederationwomen's

ranking top 20 by confederation UEFA AFC 2026 bar 11UEFA5AFC

Teams 11-20

The Chasing Pack: Teams Ranked 11 to 20

The second tier of the ranking is where the next World Cup surprises are likely to come from. North Korea,

ranked 11th after dropping out of the top 10, remain Asia's second force, while Denmark, Norway and Italy

keep three more European nations within striking distance of the elite. Australia, 15th, are rebuilding after

co-hosting the 2023 World Cup, and China, 16th, carry the legacy of a team that reached the very first

World Cup final in 1991. Iceland, Belgium, South Korea and Colombia round out the twenty. The all-time

tournament records these nations are chasing are tallied in our all-time standings of national soccer teams

at the World Cup analysis of the men's game. For most of this group, the immediate prize is qualification for

Brazil 2027.
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Japan's climb to fifth is the most significant Asian development in years. The 2011 world champions have

rebuilt around a technically gifted generation, and their unbeaten run through the AFC Women's Asian Cup,

followed by competitive results against the United States, signalled that the gap to the very best has

closed. North Korea, just outside the top 10, remain formidable when they play, though a sparse fixture list

limits their ranking ceiling. Australia and China, both in the top 16, carry Asia's depth, while South Korea

complete the confederation's five top-20 entries. With the Asian Cup doubling as World Cup qualification,

the region's leading teams arrive on the road to Brazil 2027 with both form and ranking momentum.

FIFA women's ranking teams 11 to 20 points 2026 barTeams Ranked 11-20, by PointsFIFA women's ranking

teams 11 to 20 points 2026 bar 1,911North Korea (11th)

Top-10 Movers

Who Rose and Fell in the Latest Edition

The April 2026 edition reshuffled the leading order more than most. Japan's three-place jump to fifth was

the biggest climb in the top 10, the reward for a perfect AFC Women's Asian Cup campaign capped by

strong results against the United States. England edged up one place to third after beating Spain in

qualifying, swapping positions with Germany. Canada and the Netherlands each rose one spot, the Dutch

returning to the top 10 for the first time since March 2025. Going the other way, Sweden fell three places to

eighth after a draw and a defeat in their opening World Cup qualifiers, and North Korea dropped two to 11th.

The individual stars driving such swings are profiled in our leading scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis.

FIFA women's ranking top 10 rank changes April 2026 barRank Changes in the Top 10, Dec 2025 to Apr

2026FIFA women's ranking top 10 rank changes April 2026 bar +3Japan

Note: change in ranking places versus the 11 December 2025 edition. Negative bars are falls.History at No.1

Who Has Held Number One Since 2003

Spain's reign at the top remains a historical novelty. Since the FIFA Women's World Ranking began in 2003,

the United States have spent roughly 17 years at number one, an era of dominance without parallel in

international football, with Germany the only other long-term leader at around five years. Spain first

reached the summit in December 2023, months after winning the World Cup, and reclaimed it in August

2025, while Sweden's brief 2025 spell made them the fourth team ever to lead. The titles that underpinned

the American era are counted in our number of World Cup titles won by country analysis of the men's

game. That four teams have now topped the table, three of them since 2023, is the clearest sign of how
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competitive the summit has become.

years at number one FIFA women's ranking USA Germany Spain barApproximate Years at No.1 Since

2003years at number one FIFA women's ranking USA Germany Spain bar ~17USA~5Germany

World Cup Titles

Ranking Position vs World Cup Titles

Setting the current ranking against World Cup success shows how the old and new orders overlap. Four of

the current top five have won the World Cup: the United States four times, Germany twice, and Spain and

Japan once each, meaning eight of the nine titles ever awarded belong to teams still ranked in the top five.

England, third in the ranking, are the highest-placed nation never to have won it, though they are reigning

European champions and 2023 finalists. Brazil, sixth, carry South America's hopes of a first title on home

soil in 2027. The Asian depth behind Japan is documented in our players with the most FIFA World Cup

matches analysis of tournament history. The lesson of the table is that ranking strength and trophy-winning

pedigree still travel together at the very top.

World Cup titles among top ranked women's teams 2026 barWorld Cup Titles Among the Current Top

10World Cup titles among top ranked women's teams 2026 bar 4USA

Top-10 Split

The Top 10 by Confederation

Narrowing the confederation lens to the top 10 sharpens Europe's advantage further. Six of the ten leading

teams are European: Spain, England, Germany, France, Sweden and the Netherlands. CONCACAF

contributes two in the United States and Canada, while Japan and Brazil carry the flags of Asia and South

America alone. This 60% European share of the elite is a striking shift from the early decades of the

women's game, when the United States, China and Norway set the pace. The commercial forces funding

Europe's rise are traced in our revenue of the football association FIFA analysis, which shows the money

now flowing through the global game. If current investment patterns hold, the European share of the top 10

may grow further before Brazil 2027.

The absence of African and Oceanian teams from the top 20 highlights the next frontier of the women's

game. Nigeria, Africa's perennial standard-bearers, sit closest to the elite band after reaching the knockout

stages of the 2023 World Cup, while Zambia and Morocco have made rapid recent progress. New Zealand
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lead Oceania but face a thin competitive calendar since Australia joined the Asian confederation. For these

regions, the challenge is structural: fewer high-ranked opponents to play, smaller professional bases and

less investment. FIFA's development funding and the expansion of the World Cup are designed in part to

close this gap, but the ranking suggests the distance to the established powers remains substantial for

now.

top 10 women's teams by confederation share donut 2026Top-10 Share by Confederationtop 10 women's

teams by confederation share donut 2026 6UEFA teams

Points Curve

The Points Curve Across the Top 20

Plotting all twenty point totals as a single curve shows the shape of elite women's football. The line falls

gently through the top five, drops a visible step between Japan on 2,011 points and Brazil on 1,980, and

then declines steadily to Colombia's 1,774.76. The total spread from first to twentieth is just over 308

points, narrow enough that a strong qualifying campaign can move a team several places in a single year.

The gentle slope near the top contrasts with the men's ranking, where the leaders are similarly bunched but

the depth behind them is far greater. Goal records across tournament history, compiled in our number of

goals scored at FIFA World Cups analysis, hint at the attacking quality concentrated in this band of teams.

FIFA women's ranking points curve top 20 2026 linePoints by Rank, Top 20FIFA women's ranking points

curve top 20 2026 line 3081st-20th spread

Biggest Moves

The Biggest Moves of the April 2026 Edition

Beyond the elite, the April 2026 edition produced some dramatic swings. American Samoa made the single

biggest move of any nation, soaring 17 places after a successful run of fixtures, while Suriname suffered

the steepest fall, dropping 14 spots. Within the top 10, Japan's three-place rise and Sweden's three-place

fall were the headline shifts. Such volatility is built into the system: teams that play little exchange few

points, so a burst of matches, good or bad, can move a smaller nation dramatically. The organisation that

administers the ranking, and the finances behind its global competitions, are profiled in our FIFA statistics

and facts overview. With the June 2026 edition due after the next international window, several of these

positions are already set to change again.
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For the teams at the top, the ranking carries practical consequences beyond prestige. FIFA uses ranking

positions to seed World Cup qualifying and the final tournament draw, so finishing 2026 inside the top

handful of places can mean an easier route through the group stage in Brazil. The ranking also frames

commercial narratives, as broadcasters, sponsors and federations all trade on the status of a top-five team.

That gives every friendly window a competitive edge, with coaches balancing experimentation against the

points cost of a bad result. With the June 2026 edition due after the next window and qualification reaching

its decisive phase, the margins documented here will be contested match by match through the year

ahead.

Sweden's slide to eighth carries a warning for every established power. The Scandinavians, the most

consistent podium finishers in World Cup history without ever winning the trophy, dropped three places in a

single edition after one defeat and one draw in qualifying, the steepest fall in the top 10. Norway, the 1995

world champions, sit 13th, and Denmark 12th, leaving the Nordic bloc that once defined the women's game

now fighting to stay within reach of the elite. Their experience shows how unforgiving the modern table is:

with so many strong teams exchanging points, even brief dips in form translate quickly into lost places, and

recovering them requires beating the very opponents who have moved ahead.

biggest moves FIFA women's ranking April 2026 climbers fallers barBiggest Rank Changes, April 2026

Editionbiggest moves FIFA women's ranking April 2026 climbers fallers bar +17American Samoa-

14Suriname

2,083Spain PointsNo.1 since August 2025. Source: FIFA 2026. 28.4USA's DeficitSmallest gap to No.1.

Source: FIFA 2026. 11UEFA in Top 20Europe's depth leads. Source: FIFA 2026. 197Ranked TeamsApril

2026 edition. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the April 2026 ranking describes a women's game at its most competitive. Spain lead, but

by a margin the United States could erase in a single window; England, Germany and Japan all sit within

touching distance; and Europe's depth fills more than half the top 20. The era when one nation towered

over the rest has given way to a contest among half a dozen genuine contenders, with Asia rising and

South America holding two places among the elite. The next staging posts are clear: the June 2026 ranking

update, the continuing qualifiers, and ultimately the 2027 World Cup in Brazil, where the order assembled

here will be put to its sternest test. For now, the numbers say the race to be the world's best women's

national team is closer than it has ever been.

FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions: Highest-Ranked Women's Teams 2026

Spain are the highest-ranked women's national team in the world as of the April 2026 FIFA Women's

World Ranking, with 2,083.09 points. The reigning World Cup champions have held the number one

position since August 2025, ahead of the United States in second on 2,054.65 points. Source: FIFA 2026.

Very close. The United States trail Spain by just 28.44 points in the April 2026 edition, 2,054.65 against

2,083.09. The Americans, the reigning Olympic champions, have remained second despite winning twice in

their recent friendly series against Japan, with Spain holding top spot on the road to the 2027 World Cup.

Source: FIFA 2026.

The April 2026 top 10 is: Spain, United States, England, Germany, Japan, Brazil, France, Sweden,

Canada and the Netherlands. Japan were the biggest climbers, rising three places to fifth after winning the

AFC Women's Asian Cup, while the Netherlands returned to the top 10 for the first time since March 2025.

Source: FIFA 2026.

The April 2026 edition includes 197 ranked teams. The British Virgin Islands dropped out after going four

years without a fixture, the first exit from the standings since August 2023. The ranking covers every

internationally active women's national team and is updated several times a year. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA ranks teams according to a points value that measures their actual strength, based on match

results. Points exchanged depend on the result, the importance of the match, the strength of the opponent

and whether the game is home, away or neutral. The system has been published since 2003 and is updated

after international windows. Source: FIFA 2026.

Europe. UEFA supplies 11 of the top 20 teams in the April 2026 ranking, including Spain, England, Germany,

France and Sweden. Asia's AFC has five teams in the top 20, while CONCACAF and CONMEBOL have two

each. The European depth reflects heavy recent investment in the women's game across the continent.

Source: FIFA 2026.

For most of the ranking's history, yes. The United States held the number one position for roughly 17 of

the years since the ranking began in 2003, with Germany the only other long-term leader. Spain first

reached the top in December 2023 and have held it since August 2025, while Sweden led briefly in 2025.

Source: FIFA 2026.

Japan rose three places to fifth after winning all six of their matches at the AFC Women's Asian Cup, the

Asian qualifying competition for the 2027 World Cup, including a strong showing in their friendly series

against the United States. They were the biggest climbers in the top 10 in the April 2026 edition. Source:
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FIFA 2026.

The next edition of the FIFA Women's World Ranking is scheduled for 16 June 2026. The ranking is

published several times a year after international windows, and positions will continue to shift through

qualification for the 2027 Women's World Cup in Brazil. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The figures are taken from the official FIFA Women's World Ranking published on 21 April 2026, the

latest edition at the time of writing, and confirmed across FIFA's own announcement and reputable football

media. Rankings change with each new edition, so positions may shift after future international windows.

Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

FIFA - Women's World Ranking, April 2026 Edition - The official announcement of the 21 April 2026 ranking

used throughout this report, including the top-10 order and headline moves.

FIFA Women's World Ranking records - Source for the full top-20 points, rank changes against the

December 2025 edition, and the 197-team pool.

Reputable football media (ESPN, Goal) - Used to confirm the ranking order, points totals and the context

behind the main rises and falls.

Points are official FIFA values from the 21 April 2026 edition, the latest at the time of writing; the next

update is scheduled for 16 June 2026. Years-at-number-one figures are approximate. Rankings change

with each edition. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA - statistics & facts 2026
Updated Jun 9, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa

$13B
2023-26 REVENUE (BUDGET)

$7.57B
2019-22 REVENUE

211
MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

1.5B
WATCHED 2022 FINAL

48
TEAMS IN 2026

$655M
WC 2026 PRIZE POOL

Overview

FIFA's Revenue, World Cup and Global Reach in 2026

FIFA, the Federation Internationale de Football Association, is the world governing body of football and one

of the richest organisations in global sport. Its money comes overwhelmingly from a single event, the World

Cup, and so its finances are best understood in four-year cycles rather than single years. Revenue has

climbed steadily from about $6.42 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to a record $7.57 billion in 2019-2022,

despite the pandemic, and FIFA has budgeted a record $13 billion for the current 2023-2026 cycle. The

detailed makeup of that income is set out in our revenue of the football association FIFA analysis, which

tracks how broadcasting and sponsorship dominate the books.

The engine of the current cycle is the expanded World Cup 2026, co-hosted by the United States, Canada

and Mexico, the first tournament shared by three countries and the first with 48 teams and 104 matches. It

is projected to generate close to $11 billion on its own and to be the most lucrative sporting event ever

staged, as detailed in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis. The combination of more teams, more matches,

larger North American stadiums and record broadcast and commercial deals has pushed FIFA's projections

to levels that would have seemed implausible a decade ago, cementing the World Cup's status as the

single biggest moneymaker in sport.

FIFA revenue by four-year cycle 2007 2026 World Cup billions bar growthFIFA Revenue by Four-Year

Cycle, 2007-2026FIFA revenue by four-year cycle 2007 2026 World Cup billions bar growth $13B2023-26

budget

Note: revenue in US dollars, billions, per four-year World Cup cycle.
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To grasp the scale, it helps to compare FIFA with the corporate world. A $13 billion four-year budget,

concentrated heavily in the World Cup year, places FIFA's peak-year revenue alongside sizeable public

companies, a comparison explored in our biggest companies in the world by market value analysis. Yet

FIFA is structured as a non-profit association, reinvesting much of its income into the game through prize

money, development grants and the running of competitions. Its wealth is therefore best read not as

corporate profit but as the financial weight of football's central institution, sitting atop a pyramid of 211

national associations and billions of fans. Measured against the corporate giants, FIFA's peak-cycle income

looks modest, yet its cultural footprint dwarfs almost any company on earth, a reach money alone cannot

capture.

This report pulls together the headline statistics and facts on FIFA as of 2026: how its revenue has grown

by cycle and by source, the size of its reserves, the audiences and prize money of the World Cup, the

expansion to 48 teams, the rise of the Women's World Cup, the global spread of its member associations,

and how much it spends developing the game. Together they describe an organisation whose financial

power and global reach are without equal in sport, even as it faces ongoing debate over governance,

spending and the relentless expansion of its flagship tournament. Each section that follows isolates one of

these threads, so that the full picture of FIFA's scale emerges piece by piece rather than all at once. Read in

sequence, they build from the raw revenue figures to the human, political and developmental dimensions of

the world's richest sporting body.

Revenue by Cycle

FIFA Revenue by Cycle: Full Table

FIFA Revenue by Four-Year Cycle, 2007-2026Click any column to sort

CYCLE REVENUE HEADLINE TOURNAMENT

2007-2010 $4.19 billion South Africa 2010

2011-2014 $5.72 billion Brazil 2014

2015-2018 $6.42 billion Russia 2018

2019-2022 $7.57 billion Qatar 2022

2023-2026 $13.0 billion North America 2026
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The table shows revenue more than tripling across the period, from $4.19 billion in the 2007-2010 cycle to

a budgeted $13.0 billion in 2023-2026. Each cycle has grown on the last, with the steepest jump coming in

the current cycle, which is roughly double its predecessor. Two forces drive that leap: the expansion of the

World Cup to 48 teams, and the addition of the new 32-team Club World Cup in 2025, which alone added

about $2 billion to the projection. The figures confirm the basic logic of FIFA's business: a single month-

long tournament every four years generates the overwhelming majority of the income that funds the global

game for the rest of the cycle. In short, the World Cup is not merely FIFA's biggest event; it is, in financial

terms, almost the whole of FIFA.

Revenue by Source

Where FIFA Money Comes From

FIFA's income is concentrated in a handful of large streams. Broadcasting rights are by far the biggest,

budgeted at about $4.26 billion for the 2023-2026 cycle, followed by ticketing and hospitality at roughly

$3.10 billion and marketing or sponsorship rights at about $2.69 billion, with the new Club World Cup and

licensing making up the rest. The dominance of media rights mirrors the wider economics of premium

content, a dynamic also visible in our Netflix revenue analysis, where the value of exclusive viewing has

soared. For FIFA, the World Cup is the ultimate live content, and broadcasters and sponsors pay

accordingly, competing for the right to reach the largest audiences on the planet across a single

concentrated month of football. As streaming platforms increasingly enter the bidding, the value of live

football rights looks set to climb further still in the cycles ahead.

It is worth stressing how lopsided FIFA's finances are within each cycle. In a typical non-World-Cup year,

FIFA may record only a few hundred million dollars in revenue and even run an operating loss, as it spends

on competitions and development without the tournament income to match. In 2024, for instance, FIFA

reported revenue of around $483 million against far higher expenses, a deficit that looks alarming in

isolation but is entirely normal for a mid-cycle year. Then, in the World Cup year, billions of dollars in

broadcasting and sponsorship income land at once. This boom-and-bust rhythm is why FIFA, almost

uniquely among large organisations, insists that its accounts be read across four years rather than twelve

months.

FIFA revenue by source 2023 2026 broadcasting sponsorship ticketing billions barFIFA Revenue by

Source, 2023-2026 CycleFIFA revenue by source 2023 2026 broadcasting sponsorship ticketing billions

bar $4.26BBroadcasting
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Financial Reserves

FIFA Financial Reserves

FIFA holds substantial reserves to weather shocks and meet World Cup obligations. Reserves rose from

about $2.74 billion at the end of 2018 to a record $3.97 billion at the end of 2022, then drew down to

around $2.95 billion by the end of 2024 as tournament costs were paid, a normal rhythm within each cycle,

before rebuilding toward the next World Cup. Including cash, FIFA held about $4.76 billion at the end of

2024. This financial cushion, which let FIFA spend over $1 billion on pandemic relief while still growing its

balance sheet, reflects the structural strength of the World Cup as a revenue engine, a resilience that

stands out even against the wider backdrop of our global economy analysis. The reserves give FIFA rare

financial independence among sporting bodies. Few governing bodies in any sport hold reserves on this

scale relative to their size.

FIFA financial reserves 2018 2026 billions lineFIFA Financial Reserves, 2018-2026FIFA financial reserves

2018 2026 billions line $3.97BPeak 2022$2.95BEnd 2024

World Cup Viewership

World Cup Final Viewership

No event on earth draws an audience like the World Cup final. The 2022 final between Argentina and

France was watched by close to 1.5 billion people, a record, up from about 1.12 billion for the 2018 final and

roughly 0.9 billion in 2010. Across the whole tournament, FIFA estimated that around 5 billion people

engaged with the event in some form, with 93.6 million social media posts and billions of online

interactions, a scale of digital engagement that connects to the trends in our social media statistics and

facts analysis. To put the audience in perspective, the Champions League final, itself a major event,

averages around 400 million viewers. The World Cup's reach is simply in a category of its own, which is

precisely why broadcasters pay so much for the rights. For advertisers and broadcasters, that is an

audience without rival anywhere in the media landscape.

The way audiences consume the World Cup is also changing fast. While traditional television remains

dominant, a growing share of viewing now happens on streaming platforms, social media and FIFA's own

FIFA+ service, which live-streamed parts of the 2022 tournament. Short clips, highlights and social posts

extend the tournament's reach far beyond those watching full matches, which is why FIFA increasingly

measures total engagement, around 5 billion for 2022, rather than television viewers alone. This shift
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toward digital and fragmented consumption matters commercially, because it changes how sponsors value

exposure and how broadcasters package rights. For the 2026 tournament in North American time zones,

FIFA is betting that this digital reach, combined with prime viewing hours for key markets, will drive record

commercial returns.

FIFA World Cup final viewership 2010 2022 billions growth lineWorld Cup Final Viewership, 2010-2022FIFA

World Cup final viewership 2010 2022 billions growth line 1.5B2022 final

Champion Prize Money

World Cup Champion Prize Money

The reward for winning the World Cup has grown dramatically. The champion's prize rose from a modest

$2.2 million for Italy in 1982, the first edition FIFA disclosed, to $20 million by 2006, $42 million for

Argentina in 2022, and a record $50 million for the 2026 winner, a more than twentyfold increase in

nominal terms. The long climb in payouts, tracked in detail in our FIFA World Cup winners prize money

analysis, mirrors the explosion in FIFA's broadcast and commercial income. Yet even at $50 million, the

champion's prize is a small slice of the total pool and a tiny fraction of the tournament's revenue,

underscoring that the World Cup is, for FIFA, far more a commercial engine than a costly prize to be

handed out. The gap between what the champion earns and what FIFA earns from the event has, if

anything, widened over the decades.

FIFA World Cup champion prize money 1982 2026 millions growth barWorld Cup Champion Prize Money,

1982-2026FIFA World Cup champion prize money 1982 2026 millions growth bar $2.2MIn 1982$50MIn

2026

Member Associations

FIFA Member Associations by Confederation

FIFA's 211 member associations make it larger than the United Nations, which has 193 member states, a

striking measure of football's universal reach. They are grouped into six continental confederations: UEFA

in Europe is the largest with 55 members, followed by CAF in Africa with 54, AFC in Asia with 47,

CONCACAF in North and Central America with 41, OFC in Oceania with 11, and CONMEBOL in South

America with just 10, despite South America's outsized footballing influence. This near-global membership,

spanning almost every territory on earth, reflects how deeply the game has spread, a reach comparable to

the population figures in our world population analysis. It is this universality that gives FIFA both its
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commercial power and its political weight on the world stage. That universality is both FIFA's greatest asset

and the source of much of the scrutiny it attracts.

FIFA's vast membership gives it a political character unusual for a sports body. Because every member

association, from the largest to the smallest, has an equal vote at the FIFA Congress, the organisation

functions somewhat like a global parliament of football, and its presidency is one of the most powerful

positions in world sport. This one-nation-one-vote structure has shaped FIFA's strategy, including its drive

to spread money and tournaments to every confederation, and it has also been at the centre of past

governance controversies. The balance between the commercial interests of the big European nations,

who supply most of the players and revenue, and the voting power of the many smaller associations is a

constant tension running through FIFA's decisions.

FIFA member associations by confederation UEFA CAF AFC bar 211FIFA Member Associations, by

ConfederationFIFA member associations by confederation UEFA CAF AFC bar 211 55UEFA

World Cup Expansion

The Expanding World Cup

The World Cup has steadily grown to accommodate football's spread. The men's tournament featured 24

teams from 1982 to 1994, expanded to 32 from 1998, and will leap to 48 teams and 104 matches for 2026,

with the format likely to remain at 48 for 2030 and proposals floated for 64 at the 2030 centenary edition.

Each expansion brings more nations into the showpiece and more matches to sell, directly boosting

revenue, as quantified in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis. Critics argue the growth

dilutes quality and overburdens players and hosts, while FIFA frames it as making the tournament truly

global. Either way, the expansion is the central lever behind the leap in cycle revenue, turning a larger

tournament into a larger payday. Whether expansion continues toward 64 teams for 2030 remains one of

the most contested questions in the sport.

The expansion of the World Cup is among the most debated topics in football. Supporters argue that

adding teams gives more nations a genuine chance to reach the finals, spreads the game's growth and

increases revenue that can be reinvested globally. Critics counter that a 48-team tournament, with 104

matches over more than a month, risks diluting the quality of the competition, exhausting players already

stretched by packed club calendars, and straining host infrastructure. The proposal to expand further to 64

teams for the 2030 centenary edition has sharpened this debate. Whatever the sporting merits, the

financial logic is clear: more teams and matches mean more tickets, more broadcast inventory and more
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sponsorship, which is why expansion has consistently won out.

FIFA World Cup teams expansion 24 32 48 2026 barWorld Cup Teams by Era, 1982-2030FIFA World Cup

teams expansion 24 32 48 2026 bar 48From 2026

Women's World Cup

The Rise of the Women's World Cup

FIFA's fastest-growing competition is the Women's World Cup. The 2023 edition in Australia and New

Zealand expanded to 32 teams, drew record crowds and reached around 2 billion viewers, while its prize

pool tripled to $110 million from about $30 million in 2019. Although these figures remain far below the

men's tournament, the rate of growth is steep, and FIFA has pledged further increases toward pay equity.

The commercial and cultural rise of the women's game reflects a broader shift in where sports investment

is flowing, a theme that connects to the wealth concentration explored in our richest countries in the world

analysis, as wealthy markets drive sponsorship. The women's tournament is increasingly central to FIFA's

long-term growth strategy, not merely an afterthought. On current trajectories, the women's game is

closing the gap with the men's faster than many expected even a few years ago.

The growth of the women's game extends well beyond the World Cup. Domestic women's leagues in

Europe and North America have attracted record crowds and rising broadcast deals, and star players now

command significant commercial profiles. FIFA has responded by ringfencing more funding for women's

football within its development programmes and by committing to narrow the prize-money gap with the

men's tournament over time. The challenge is that the women's game still generates a fraction of the men's

revenue, so faster prize growth depends partly on FIFA subsidising it from overall income. The trajectory,

though, is unmistakably upward, and FIFA increasingly presents the women's World Cup as a central pillar

of its long-term commercial and developmental strategy rather than a secondary event.

FIFA Women's World Cup prize pool 2015 2027 millions growth lineWomen's World Cup Prize Pool, 2015-

2027FIFA Women's World Cup prize pool 2015 2027 millions growth line $30MIn 2019$110MIn 2023

World Cup Prize Pool

Total World Cup Prize Pool

Beyond the champion's cheque, the total prize pool shared among all participating teams has surged. It

rose from about $358 million in 2014 to $400 million in 2018 and $440 million at Qatar 2022, then leaps to a
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record $655 million for 2026, roughly 50% higher, with total payments to teams reaching about $727

million once club compensation is included. The full distribution of these sums by finishing stage and

edition, including the guaranteed minimums for every team, is set out in our FIFA World Cup prize money

analysis. The expanded pool spreads more money to more nations, with even group-stage teams

guaranteed at least $9 million in 2026, helping smaller federations fund their football while reinforcing the

World Cup's role as a global redistribution engine. Spread across forty-eight nations in 2026, even modest

per-team payments add up to a sum that reshapes the finances of smaller federations.

FIFA World Cup total prize pool 2014 2026 millions barTotal World Cup Prize Pool, 2014-2026FIFA World

Cup total prize pool 2014 2026 millions bar $655M2026

Development Spending

FIFA Development Spending

A large share of FIFA's money is funnelled back into developing the game worldwide. Its FIFA Forward

programme has grown from about $1.25 billion in its first phase to $1.75 billion, and now $2.25 billion under

Forward 3.0 for the 2023-2026 cycle, with each of the 211 member associations eligible for around $8

million, a 29% increase on the previous cycle. This represents a nearly sevenfold rise in development

spending compared with the period before 2016. The scale of this redistribution, moving money from rich

football markets to poorer ones, is a financial flow comparable in ambition to the corporate investment

patterns in our big tech companies revenue comparison analysis. For many small national associations,

FIFA Forward funding is the single largest source of money they have, making the World Cup's revenue, in

effect, the lifeblood of grassroots football across much of the world. For the smallest associations, this

funding can be the difference between having a functioning national programme and having none at all.

With great wealth comes great scrutiny, and FIFA's finances and governance have long attracted criticism.

The organisation has faced questions over the awarding of hosting rights, the treatment of workers in host

nations, the environmental footprint of an ever-larger tournament, and the transparency of how its billions

are spent. FIFA points to its development funding, its reserves and its expanded competitions as evidence

that the money serves the global game. Critics argue that too much remains concentrated at the top and

that commercial expansion is prioritised over the sport's integrity. These debates are unlikely to fade,

precisely because the sums involved are so large; an organisation that controls the finances of the world's

most popular sport will always operate under intense public and political examination.
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FIFA Forward development spending by cycle billions barFIFA Forward Development Spending, by

CycleFIFA Forward development spending by cycle billions bar $2.25BForward 3.0

$13B2023-26 RevenueBudgeted, double the prior cycle. Source: FIFA 2026. 211Member AssociationsMore

than the United Nations. Source: FIFA 2026. 1.5BWatched 2022 FinalAround 5B engaged overall. Source:

FIFA 2026. $2.25BDevelopment FundsFIFA Forward 3.0, 2023-2026. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the numbers describe an organisation of extraordinary financial and global scale. FIFA has

budgeted a record $13 billion for the 2023-2026 cycle, holds billions in reserves, counts 211 member

associations across six confederations, and stages a World Cup whose final alone draws close to 1.5 billion

viewers. The expanded 48-team tournament in North America in 2026, with a record $655 million prize

pool, is set to be the most lucrative sporting event in history, while the Women's World Cup grows rapidly

and billions flow into development through FIFA Forward. For analysts, the key questions ahead are how far

the World Cup can keep expanding without diluting its value, whether the surge in revenue translates into

lasting investment in the global game, and how FIFA manages the governance and spending scrutiny that

inevitably accompanies an institution this rich. On every financial and audience measure, FIFA remains in a

class of its own among the world's sporting bodies.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: FIFA Statistics and Facts

FIFA's finances run in four-year cycles built around the World Cup. The 2019-2022 cycle generated a

record $7.57 billion, and FIFA has budgeted a record $13 billion for the 2023-2026 cycle, roughly double

the previous one, boosted by the expanded 48-team World Cup 2026 and the new Club World Cup 2025.

Most income arrives in the World Cup year itself. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA has 211 member associations, more than the 193 member states of the United Nations. They are

organised into six confederations: UEFA in Europe with 55, CAF in Africa with 54, AFC in Asia with 47,

CONCACAF in North and Central America with 41, OFC in Oceania with 11, and CONMEBOL in South

America with 10. Source: FIFA 2026.

At the end of 2024, FIFA held about $4.76 billion in reserves and cash, with reserves alone of around

$2.95 billion. Reserves peaked at a record $3.97 billion at the end of 2022, then fell as World Cup

obligations were paid, a normal pattern within each cycle. The reserves cushion FIFA against shocks and

fund its development programmes. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Around 5 billion people engaged with the 2022 World Cup in Qatar across all platforms, and close to 1.5

billion watched the final between Argentina and France, a record. For comparison, the 2018 final drew

about 1.12 billion. No other sporting event approaches these audiences, with the Champions League final

averaging around 400 million. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA has approved a record prize pool of about $655 million for the 2026 World Cup, roughly 50% more

than the $440 million at Qatar 2022. The champion will receive $50 million, the runner-up $33 million, and

even teams eliminated in the group stage are guaranteed at least $9 million. With club compensation, the

total payout reaches around $727 million. Source: FIFA 2026.

The 2026 World Cup, co-hosted by the United States, Canada and Mexico, expands to 48 teams and

104 matches across 16 cities, up from 32 teams and 64 matches. It is the first World Cup hosted by three

countries and is projected to generate around $10.9 billion, making it by far the most lucrative tournament

in history. Source: FIFA 2026.

The prize money paid to World Cup winners has grown enormously, from a modest $2.2 million for Italy

in 1982, the first edition FIFA disclosed, to $20 million by 2006, $42 million for Argentina in 2022, and a

record $50 million for the 2026 champion. That is more than a twentyfold increase in nominal terms over

four decades. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA invests heavily in developing the game worldwide. Its FIFA Forward 3.0 programme allocates about

$2.25 billion for the 2023-2026 cycle, with each of the 211 member associations eligible for around $8

million, a 29% increase on the previous cycle. This represents a nearly sevenfold rise in development

spending compared with programmes before 2016. Source: FIFA 2026.

The Women's World Cup has grown rapidly. The 2023 edition in Australia and New Zealand expanded to

32 teams, drew record attendance and reached around 2 billion viewers, with a prize pool of $110 million,

more than three times the 2019 figure. Although still far below the men's tournament, women's football is

FIFA's fastest-growing competition. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The figures come from FIFA's official annual reports and budget publications, supplemented by

reputable sources such as Inside World Football, Nielsen and Statista for viewership and prize money.

FIFA's finances are reported on a four-year cycle basis, and the 2026 figures reflect official budgets and

projections. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources
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FIFA - 2023-2026 Cycle Budget and Annual Report - The core source for FIFA's revenue, reserves,

development spending and World Cup budgets.

Inside World Football - Source for the upward budget revision to $13 billion and the end-2024 reserves and

cash figure of about $4.76 billion.

Nielsen, beIN and FIFA - Source for the 2022 World Cup viewership of around 5 billion engaged and close

to 1.5 billion for the final.

Statista and The Sporting News - Source for the World Cup champion and total prize money figures from

1982 to 2026.

FIFA reports finances on a four-year cycle, as most revenue arrives in the World Cup year. The 2023-2026

and 2026 World Cup figures are official budgets and projections that may change. Viewership, prize

money, confederation and development figures are drawn from FIFA and reputable third parties and are

rounded. Not investment advice.

FIFA Statistics 2026: $13B Revenue, 211 Members, 48 Teams

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 203 of 278



S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Highest-ranked men's national soccer teams

worldwide 2026
Updated May 24, 2026 · businesstats.com/world-ranking-of-national-soccer-teams

1,877
FRANCE #1 - 1,877.32 POINTS (UP 2

PLACES)

0.92
POINTS GAP #1 TO #2 - TIGHTEST EVER

12/20
UEFA TEAMS IN TOP 20 - EUROPEAN

DOMINANCE

16th
USA RANKING - HOST NATION POSITION

8th
MOROCCO - HIGHEST RANKED AFRICAN

TEAM

18th
JAPAN - HIGHEST RANKED ASIAN TEAM

Overview

Leading men's national soccer teams worldwide as of April 2026, by FIFA

ranking

The FIFA men's world ranking as of April 1, 2026 is led by France with 1,877.32 points. France rose two

places from the January 2026 update, overtaking both Spain and Argentina after back-to-back friendly

victories against Brazil and Colombia in early 2026, powered by Kylian Mbappe's continued dominance at

Real Madrid.

The top 3 battle is historically tight. Just 0.92 points separate France (#1, 1,877.32) from Spain (#2,

1,876.40), and only 2.51 points separate #1 from #3 Argentina (1,874.81). This is the closest top-3 margin in

the history of the current Elo-based ranking system introduced in August 2018.

Argentina held the #1 position from April 2023 (after winning the 2022 World Cup) until September 2025,

when Spain overtook them following their UEFA Euro 2024 triumph and strong Nations League campaign.

France then overtook Spain in the April 2026 update. The hosting cost history of World Cups these teams

compete in is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis.

The rankings carry practical significance beyond bragging rights. They determine World Cup seeding: the

top-ranked teams are placed in Pot 1 for the group draw, giving them theoretically easier group-stage

paths. France, Spain, Argentina, and England's top-4 positions mean they cannot be drawn into the same
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group at the 2026 World Cup.

Top 20 Ranking

France 1,877 to Denmark 1,621 - FIFA Men's Top 20 Ranking (April 2026)

FIFA men's world ranking top 20 as of April 1 2026 - points by team FIFA Men's World Ranking - Top 20

Teams (April 1, 2026, Points) France: 1,877. Spain: 1,876. Argentina: 1,875. England: 1,826. Portugal: 1,764.

Brazil: 1,761. Netherlands: 1,758. Morocco: 1,756. Belgium: 1,735. Germany: 1,730. Croatia: 1,717. Italy: 1,700.

Colombia: 1,693. Senegal: 1,689. Mexico: 1,681. USA: 1,673. Uruguay: 1,673. Japan: 1,660. Switzerland:

1,649. Denmark: 1,621. Source: FIFA official April 1, 2026. 1,877France - #1

UEFA teams CONMEBOL teams CAF teams CONCACAF/AFC teams

England's 4th place (1,825.97) represents a significant gap of 49 points behind Argentina - meaning the top

3 are in a class of their own, with a clear "second tier" starting at England. Portugal (5th, 1,763.83) and

Brazil (6th, 1,761.16) are separated by just 2.67 points in another tight battle.

Morocco at 8th (1,755.87) is the highest-ranked African team and one of the most remarkable ranking

stories of recent years. Morocco's semi-final run at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar - where they became the

first African and first Arab nation to reach a World Cup semi-final - propelled them from outside the top 20

into the top 10, a position they have maintained.

Full Data Table

FIFA Men's World Ranking April 2026 - Complete Top 20 Data

FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking - Top 20 (Official Release April 1, 2026) Click column to sort

RANK TEAM POINTS CONFEDERATION CHANGE WC 2026 STATUS

1 France 1,877.32 UEFA +2 Qualified

2 Spain 1,876.40 UEFA -1 Qualified

3 Argentina 1,874.81 CONMEBOL -1 Qualified

4 England 1,825.97 UEFA 0 Qualified

5 Portugal 1,763.83 UEFA +1 Qualified

6 Brazil 1,761.16 CONMEBOL +1 Qualified
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7 Netherlands 1,757.87 UEFA 0 Qualified

8 Morocco 1,755.87 CAF 0 Qualified

9 Belgium 1,734.71 UEFA 0 Qualified

10 Germany 1,730.37 UEFA 0 Qualified

11 Croatia 1,717.07 UEFA 0 Qualified

12 Italy 1,700.37 UEFA +1 Not qualified

13 Colombia 1,693.09 CONMEBOL +1 Qualified

14 Senegal 1,688.99 CAF +2 Qualified

15 Mexico 1,681.03 CONCACAF +1 Qualified (host)

16 United States 1,673.13 CONCACAF -1 Qualified (host)

17 Uruguay 1,673.07 CONMEBOL 0 Qualified

18 Japan 1,660.43 AFC +1 Qualified

19 Switzerland 1,649.40 UEFA +1 Qualified

20 Denmark 1,620.81 UEFA +1 Not qualified

Source: FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking, official release April 1, 2026. Change column shows position

movement since previous update (January 19, 2026). Points use Elo-based system adopted August 2018.

World Cup 2026 qualification status as of March 2026. Italy (12th) and Denmark (20th) are the highest-

ranked teams NOT qualified for 2026 World Cup.

Italy at 12th is the highest-ranked team that failed to qualify for the 2026 World Cup - eliminated in UEFA

qualification. This continues Italy's post-2006 World Cup struggles: they also missed the 2018 World Cup

and barely qualified for 2022. Denmark at 20th is the second highest-ranked non-qualifier.

The USA (16th) and Mexico (15th) are separated by just 7.9 points - and only 0.06 points separate the USA

(1,673.13) from Uruguay (1,673.07) at 17th. A single friendly match result could swap their positions. The

social media statistics context for fan engagement with these ranked teams is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

Points Distribution
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Top 3 Within 2.51 Points, Then a 49-Point Gap - The Points Clustering

Pattern

FIFA ranking points gap between consecutive positions in the top 20 - April 2026 Points Gap Between

Consecutive FIFA Rankings - Top 20 (April 2026) Gap #1-#2: 0.92 pts. Gap #2-#3: 1.59 pts. Gap #3-#4:

48.84 pts (massive). Gap #4-#5: 62.14 pts. Gap #15-#16 (Mexico-USA): 7.90 pts. Gap #16-#17 (USA-

Uruguay): 0.06 pts. The top 3 are a cluster, then a significant drop to #4. Source: FIFA April 2026.

0.92France-Spain gap 48.84Argentina-England gap

The clustering pattern reveals natural tiers within the top 20. Tier 1 (1,874-1,877): France, Spain, Argentina.

Tier 2 (1,826): England alone. Tier 3 (1,730-1,764): Portugal through Germany. Tier 4 (1,617-1,717): Croatia

through Denmark. These tiers roughly predict World Cup performance expectations.

By Confederation

UEFA 12, CONMEBOL 4, CAF 2 - Confederation Representation in FIFA Top

20

FIFA top 20 teams by confederation April 2026 - number of teams per confederation FIFA Top 20 Teams

by Confederation (April 2026, Number of Teams) UEFA (Europe): 12 teams (60%). CONMEBOL (South

America): 4 teams (20%). CAF (Africa): 2 teams (10%). CONCACAF (N/C America): 1 team (5%). AFC

(Asia): 1 team (5%). OFC: 0 teams. Source: FIFA April 2026. 12UEFA dominates

UEFA's 12 of 20 representation (60%) reflects European football's structural advantages: the strongest

domestic leagues (Premier League, La Liga, Bundesliga, Serie A), the most competitive qualifying

tournament (UEFA Nations League), and the largest player development investment. The broader top 50

shows 26 UEFA teams - more than half of all positions.

CONMEBOL's 4 teams (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Uruguay) punch well above their weight relative to the

confederation's 10 member nations - 40% of CONMEBOL members are in the top 20. AFC (Asia) has only

Japan at 18th, though South Korea (21st-25th range) and Iran are close to breaking in. The global economy

context for these nations' football investment is in our global economy analysis.

Host Nations
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Mexico 15th, USA 16th, Canada 30th - World Cup 2026 Host Rankings

FIFA World Cup 2026 co-host nations ranking and points comparison April 2026 World Cup 2026 Host

Nations - FIFA Ranking and Points (April 2026) Mexico: #15 (1,681.03 pts). USA: #16 (1,673.13 pts). Canada:

#30 (~1,506 pts). Mexico and USA separated by just 7.9 points. All three qualify automatically as co-hosts.

Source: FIFA April 2026. #15Mexico - highest host

#15Mexico - 1,681.03 Points, Up 1 Place, Highest-Ranked CONCACAF TeamMexico is the highest-ranked

World Cup 2026 co-host and the highest-ranked CONCACAF team. Mexico has consistently been

CONCACAF's top-ranked team for decades. They open the tournament at Estadio Azteca on June 11 vs

South Africa. Source: FIFA April 2026. #16United States - 1,673.13 Points, Down 1, Primary Host (78 of 104

Matches)The USA dropped one position from 15th to 16th in the April update, swapping with Mexico. The

US hosts 78 of 104 matches including the final at MetLife Stadium. The USMNT opens vs Paraguay at SoFi

Stadium on June 12. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026.

Canada at approximately 30th (1,506 points) represents the lowest-ranked co-host in World Cup history.

However, Canada qualified for its first World Cup since 1986 at the 2022 edition and has invested heavily in

youth development through the Canadian Premier League, launched in 2019.

Historically, host nations tend to overperform their ranking at the World Cup. South Korea (ranked

approximately 40th in 2002) reached the semi-finals. Russia (ranked 70th in 2018) reached the quarter-

finals. The home-field advantage of fan support, no travel fatigue, and familiar conditions consistently

boosts host performance. The World Cup 2026 statistics are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Biggest Movers

France +2, Senegal +2 Up - Spain -1, Argentina -1, USA -1 Down

FIFA ranking position changes in top 20 from January to April 2026 FIFA Top 20 Position Changes -

January to April 2026 Biggest climbers: France (+2, to #1), Senegal (+2, to #14). Up 1: Portugal, Brazil, Italy,

Colombia, Mexico, Japan, Switzerland, Denmark. Down 1: Spain (#2), Argentina (#3), USA (#16).

Unchanged: England, Netherlands, Morocco, Belgium, Germany, Croatia, Uruguay. Source: FIFA April 2026.

+2France - biggest climber -1Spain, Argentina dropped

France's rise to #1 was driven by back-to-back friendly victories against Brazil and Colombia in the March

2026 international window. The Elo system rewards wins against highly-ranked opponents - beating Brazil

(#6) and Colombia (#13) in consecutive matches generated significant points gain for France.
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Vietnam was the global biggest climber outside the top 20, rising 9 positions to 99th. Senegal's +2 rise to

14th reflects their strong 2025 AFCON campaign and consistent African qualifying results. The daily social

media usage context for fans tracking these rankings is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Historical #1 Teams

8 Teams Have Held #1 - Brazil the Longest, France the Current Leader

Teams That Have Held FIFA #1 Ranking (Since December 1992)

TEAM TIME AT #1 LAST AT #1 CURRENT RANK

Brazil Longest total 2017 #6

Spain 2008-2013 era Sep 2025 #2

Argentina 2023-2025 Sep 2025 #3

Germany 2014-2017 era 2017 #10

France Current #1 Apr 2026 #1

Belgium 2018-2022 2022 #9

Italy 1993 era 1993 #12

Netherlands 2011 briefly 2011 #7

Only 8 teams in 34 years of FIFA rankings have reached #1 - reflecting the concentration of football power

among a small group of elite national programmes. All 8 have been European or South American (6 UEFA +

2 CONMEBOL). No African, Asian, or North American team has ever held the #1 ranking.

Belgium's time at #1 (2018-2022) was considered one of the most controversial ranking periods, as many

analysts felt Belgium's "golden generation" (Hazard, De Bruyne, Lukaku) never won a major tournament

despite holding the top ranking for years. Argentina's rise to #1 after winning the 2022 World Cup was seen

as a more deserved tenure. The biggest social media platforms where fans debate rankings are in our

biggest social media platforms analysis.

FIFA ranking top 20 average points by confederation April 2026 Average FIFA Points by Confederation in

Top 20 (April 2026) UEFA avg (12 teams): 1,737. CONMEBOL avg (4 teams): 1,750. CAF avg (2 teams):

1,722. CONCACAF avg (2 teams): 1,677. AFC avg (1 team): 1,660. CONMEBOL has the highest per-team

average despite fewer teams. Source: Calculated from FIFA April 2026. 1,750CONMEBOL avg - highest
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CONMEBOL has the highest average points per team in the top 20 (1,750) despite having fewer teams than

UEFA (1,737). This reflects the extreme quality concentration in South American football - Argentina (#3),

Brazil (#6), Colombia (#13), and Uruguay (#17) are all elite-level programmes with deep football traditions.

The NFL statistics context for comparing US sports ranking systems is in our NFL statistics and facts

analysis.

The Elo-based system adopted in August 2018 has been broadly praised for producing more accurate

rankings than the previous methodology. Under the old system, host nations' rankings would plummet

before home tournaments because they played only friendlies (low-value matches). The 2018 reform

weights match importance more carefully, allowing friendlies against top opponents to still generate

meaningful points.

The next FIFA ranking update is scheduled for June 9, 2026 - just two days before the World Cup kicks off.

This final pre-tournament update will incorporate any March-June friendly results and could shuffle the top

positions further, particularly if France, Spain, or Argentina lose pre-tournament warm-up matches. The

social media ad spend context for brands targeting fans of these top-ranked nations is in our social media

ad spend worldwide analysis.

World Cup Implications

Rankings Determine World Cup Seeding - Why Position Matters for 2026

World Cup 2026 seeding pot allocation based on FIFA ranking April 2026 World Cup 2026 Seeding Pot

Allocation (Based on FIFA Ranking) Pot 1 (top seeds): France, Spain, Argentina, England, Portugal, Brazil,

Netherlands, Morocco, Belgium, Germany, Croatia, + hosts. Pot 2: Italy (not qualified), Colombia, Senegal,

Mexico, USA, Uruguay, Japan, Switzerland, Denmark (not qualified). Rankings determine which groups

teams are placed in. Source: FIFA seeding rules. Pot 1Top 12 + hosts

The FIFA ranking directly determines World Cup seeding. Top 12 ranked teams (plus hosts) go into Pot 1,

getting theoretically easier groups. France, Spain, Argentina, and England cannot face each other in the

group stage due to their top-4 positions.

Ranking vs World Cup Performance - Does #1 Actually Win?

YEAR #1 RANKED TEAM WC FINISH WINNER WINNER RANK

2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina #3
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2018 Germany Group stage exit! France #7

2014 Spain Group stage exit! Germany #2

2010 Brazil Quarter-final Spain #2

2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy #13

Key finding: The #1 ranked team has NOT won any of the last 5 World Cups. Being #1 may actually be a

curse.

The June 9 ranking update - two days before kickoff - will be the final pre-tournament ranking. If France

loses a warm-up match, Spain or Argentina could reclaim #1 before the tournament begins.

Ranking Methodology

Elo System Explained - How FIFA Calculates Points Since August 2018

FIFA Elo Rating System - Match Importance Weights

MATCH TYPE WEIGHT EXAMPLE

Friendly 10 France vs Brazil (March 2026)

Nations League group 15 UEFA Nations League

WC/Continental qualifier 25 UEFA WC qualifying

Continental final (group) 35-40 Euro/Copa group stage

World Cup (group) 50 WC 2026 group stage

World Cup (knockout) 60 WC 2026 QF/SF/Final

The formula rewards upsets heavily - a low-ranked team beating a top team gains far more points than

expected. France gained significant points by beating #6 Brazil and #13 Colombia in March 2026. Negative

points cannot be earned in World Cup knockout stages. The World Cup host cities are in our World Cup

2026 host cities analysis.

Notable Absences
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Italy 12th, Denmark 20th - Top-Ranked Teams Missing the 2026 World Cup

#12 ItalyHighest-Ranked Absentee - 1,700.37 Points But Failed UEFA QualifyingItaly missed the 2018 WC,

barely qualified for 2022, and now misses 2026. Transitional period since winning Euro 2020. The ranking

reflects cumulative history, not current form. #20 DenmarkSecond Highest Absentee - Euro 2020 Semi-

Finalists Out of 2026Consistently top-20 for years but fell short in a tough UEFA qualifying group. Elo

system keeps them ranked high despite declining competitive results.

Meanwhile, several lower-ranked teams DID qualify: Cape Verde (~70th), Curacao (~100th), and New

Zealand (~100th) all earned spots in the expanded 48-team format. The expansion creates opportunities

for smaller nations that the ranking system rates as weaker.

Regional Analysis

Europe Dominates, But Africa and Asia Are Closing the Gap

FIFA top 50 teams by confederation April 2026 FIFA Top 50 by Confederation (April 2026) UEFA: 26.

CONMEBOL: 8. CAF: 7. CONCACAF: 5. AFC: 4. 26UEFA

Morocco's rise to 8th is emblematic of African football's growth. Ten years ago, no African team was in the

FIFA top 10. Morocco's investment in the Mohamed VI Football Academy - one of the largest in Africa - has

produced a generation of elite players competing in top European leagues (Hakimi at PSG, Amrabat

formerly at Man United, En-Nesyri at Roma).

Japan's position at 18th reflects Asia's growing competitiveness. Japan was the first non-host team

globally to qualify for the 2026 World Cup, winning their AFC qualifying group with a 100% record.

Japanese players are now regular starters at Europe's biggest clubs (Mitoma at Brighton, Kubo at Real

Sociedad, Kamada previously at Lazio), reflecting a development model that emphasises technical skill and

overseas experience.

CONCACAF's representation through Mexico (15th) and USA (16th) reflects the growing investment in

North American football. MLS now operates 30 teams with annual spending exceeding $1 billion. Liga MX

remains one of the most commercially successful domestic leagues outside Europe. Both nations benefit

from proximity to the 2026 World Cup, with home advantage likely to boost their on-field performance

beyond what their rankings would predict.

The expansion to 48 teams for the 2026 World Cup has guaranteed greater representation for traditionally

underrepresented confederations. CAF goes from 5 to 10 spots. AFC from 4.5 to 9 spots. CONCACAF from
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3.5 to 6 spots. This expansion means more lower-ranked teams participate, but also provides these nations

with invaluable World Cup experience that can boost their long-term rankings trajectory. The social media

statistics context for how fans across these regions follow football online is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

The 2026 World Cup could significantly reshuffle the rankings. Strong performances from lower-ranked

teams (as Morocco demonstrated in 2022, jumping from outside the top 20 to 8th) could reshape the global

order. Conversely, early exits from top-5 teams could see significant point losses, as the World Cup carries

the highest match importance multiplier in the Elo system. The next post-tournament ranking update

(tentatively July 2026) could look dramatically different from the current April snapshot.

Rankings also drive commercial value. France at #1 means their World Cup matches get prime-time slots in

the largest stadiums. A France match at MetLife (82,500) generates approximately $15-20 million more in

matchday revenue than a lower-ranked matchup at a smaller venue.

The 2026 World Cup could produce the most significant ranking reshuffle in history. With 48 teams (up

from 32) and 104 matches (up from 64), more high-stakes matches generate more points movement.

Morocco jumped from outside the top 20 to 8th after their 2022 semi-final run. A similar surprise

performance by an underdog could reshape the entire top 10.

For the first time, OFC (Oceania) has a guaranteed World Cup spot. New Zealand (ranked approximately

100th) qualified automatically, meaning the gap between the highest and lowest-ranked teams at the 2026

World Cup spans approximately 80+ ranking positions. This massive range is unprecedented and reflects

the 48-team expansion's goal of broadening global football participation beyond the traditional European

and South American powerhouses that have historically dominated both the rankings and the tournament

itself.

MLS now operates 30 teams with annual spending exceeding $1 billion. Liga MX remains one of the most

commercially successful domestic leagues outside Europe. Both Mexico and USA benefit from home

advantage at the 2026 World Cup, likely boosting on-field performance beyond what their 15th/16th

rankings would predict. South Korea reached the 2002 semi-finals ranked approximately 40th as co-hosts.

The 2026 World Cup could produce the most significant ranking reshuffle in history. With 104 matches at

the highest importance weight, the total points movement will be unprecedented. Morocco jumped from

outside the top 20 to 8th after just 7 matches in 2022. With 48 teams playing up to 8 matches each, the

July 2026 post-tournament ranking could look dramatically different.
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Key Statistics

FIFA Men's World Ranking April 2026 - Key Statistics

#1 France1,877.32 Points - Rose 2 Places After Beating Brazil and Colombia in March 2026France overtook

Spain and Argentina to claim #1 in the April 2026 update. Powered by Kylian Mbappe at Real Madrid and a

strong supporting cast, France was the second-fastest UEFA team to qualify for the 2026 World Cup. The

gap to #2 Spain is just 0.92 points - the tightest #1-#2 margin under the current Elo system. Source: FIFA

official April 1, 2026. 0.92 ptsGap Between #1 France and #2 Spain - Tightest in Elo-Era HistoryThe 0.92-

point gap between France (1,877.32) and Spain (1,876.40) is the smallest margin between #1 and #2 since

the Elo system was adopted in August 2018. The top 3 gap is just 2.51 points (France-Argentina). For

context, the gap between #3 and #4 is 48.84 points - nearly 20x larger. A single match result could swap

all three positions. Source: FIFA official April 1, 2026. 12 of 20UEFA Teams in Top 20 - 60% European

Dominance in World FootballUEFA (Europe) accounts for 12 of the top 20 teams (60%), reflecting the

continent's dominant domestic leagues, club infrastructure, and competitive international tournament

calendar. In the broader top 50, UEFA has 26 teams (52%). CONMEBOL (4 teams, 20%) is second. CAF

has 2 (Morocco 8th, Senegal 14th). CONCACAF has 2 (Mexico 15th, USA 16th). AFC has 1 (Japan 18th).

Source: FIFA April 2026. #12 ItalyHighest-Ranked Team NOT at 2026 World Cup - Failed UEFA

QualificationItaly at 12th (1,700.37 points) is the highest-ranked team that failed to qualify for the 2026

World Cup - eliminated in UEFA qualification. This continues Italy's post-2006 struggles: they missed the

2018 World Cup entirely and barely qualified for 2022. Denmark at 20th is the second-highest non-

qualifier. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026. #8 MoroccoHighest African Team - Rose from Outside Top 20

After 2022 WC Semi-Final RunMorocco at 8th (1,755.87) is the highest-ranked African team and one of

football's great rise stories. Before the 2022 World Cup, Morocco was ranked outside the top 20. Their

historic semi-final run (first African/Arab team to reach a WC semi-final) propelled them into the top 10,

where they have remained. Senegal at 14th is Africa's second representative. Source: FIFA April 2026.

HaalandErling Haaland - UEFA Qualifying Top Scorer with 16 Goals Despite Norway Not QualifyingErling

Haaland scored 16 goals in UEFA World Cup qualification - the most of any European player - but Norway

failed to qualify for the 2026 World Cup. Norway is ranked approximately 55th, well outside the top 20.

Haaland's individual brilliance was not enough to carry a weaker supporting cast through the competitive

European qualifying process. Source: UEFA, Wikipedia. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Men's World Ranking 2026

France is #1 with 1,877.32 points as of April 1, 2026. France rose 2 places after beating Brazil and

Colombia. Spain is #2 (1,876.40) and Argentina #3 (1,874.81). Source: FIFA official.

The USA is ranked 16th (1,673.13 points), down 1 from January 2026. Mexico is 15th (1,681.03). Canada is

approximately 30th. All three co-host the 2026 World Cup. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026.

FIFA uses an Elo-based rating system (adopted August 2018). Points depend on: match result

(win/draw/loss), match importance (friendly vs qualifier vs World Cup), opponent strength, and

confederation weighting. The system replaced the previous averaging methodology. Source: FIFA official.

Morocco at #8 (1,755.87 points) is the highest-ranked African team. Senegal is #14 (1,688.99). Both

qualified for the 2026 World Cup. Morocco's ranking reflects their 2022 World Cup semi-final run. Source:

FIFA April 2026.

Japan at #18 (1,660.43 points) is the highest-ranked Asian team. Japan was the first non-host team to

qualify for the 2026 World Cup globally. South Korea and Iran are in the 21-30 range. Source: FIFA April

2026.

Italy was eliminated in UEFA qualifying despite their high ranking. FIFA ranking is based on cumulative

results over time, but qualification is based on specific tournament outcomes. Italy also missed the 2018

World Cup. Rankings and qualifying performance don't always align. Source: FIFA, ESPN.

The next update is June 9, 2026 - two days before the World Cup kicks off on June 11. This final pre-

tournament update will incorporate March-June friendly results and determine final World Cup seeding.

Source: FIFA official.

Only 8 teams have held #1 since 1992: Brazil (longest total), Spain, Argentina, Germany, France (current),

Belgium, Italy, and Netherlands. All are European or South American. No African, Asian, or North American

team has ever been #1. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia.

Sources

FIFA.com - Official FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking - Primary source for all ranking data. Official

release April 1, 2026. Uses Elo-based rating system adopted August 2018.

ESPN - FIFA Men's Top 50 World Rankings April 2026 - Source for top 50 ranking data, position changes,

and editorial analysis of ranking movements.
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Wikipedia - FIFA Men's World Ranking - Source for historical #1 teams, ranking methodology details, and

Elo system explanation.

FIFA World Cup News - April 2026 Rankings Update - Source for detailed team analysis, France squad

composition, and biggest global climbers.

Rankings from FIFA official release April 1, 2026. Previous update: January 19, 2026. Next update: June 9,

2026. Points use Elo-based system. Change column shows movement between January and April updates.

World Cup 2026 qualification status as of March 2026. Rankings cover all 211 FIFA member nations. Not

investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA total expenses 2015-2026
Updated Jun 16, 2026 · businesstats.com/expenses-of-the-football-association-fifa

$3.40B
2022 SPENDING (RECORD)

$6.30B
2019-22 CYCLE TOTAL

$2.58B
DEVELOPMENT (2019-22)

$2.54B
COMPETITIONS (2019-22)

$10B
2023-26 BUDGET

83%
OF REVENUE SPENT

Overview

Where FIFA's Money Goes Across the World Cup Cycle

As a non-profit association, FIFA exists to reinvest its income rather than to keep it, and its expenses reflect

that mission. Football's world governing body spends the overwhelming majority of what it earns, sending

billions of dollars back into the game through development grants, competitions and the staging of the

World Cup. Because that income arrives in a four-year rhythm, so too does much of the spending, peaking

sharply in the tournament year. The flip side of these costs, the surplus left over, is examined in our FIFA

net income analysis, which shows how the two lines combine.

The scale of FIFA's spending has grown with every cycle. Total expenses reached about $5.29 billion

across the 2015-2018 cycle, a confirmed $6.30 billion in 2019-2022, and are budgeted at roughly $10

billion for the current 2023-2026 cycle. This rising cost base is funded directly by the record revenue

detailed in our revenue of the football association FIFA analysis. As income has climbed, FIFA has

expanded what it gives back, with the biggest increases flowing to football development and an enlarged

set of competitions, including the new Club World Cup.

FIFA total expenses by year 2015 2026 spending World Cup barFIFA Total Expenses by Year, 2015-

2026FIFA total expenses by year 2015 2026 spending World Cup bar $3.40B2022 (record)

Note: total expenses in US dollars, millions; 2026 is a projection. World Cup years peak.

The by-year picture shows the same cyclicality that defines FIFA's finances. Spending sits at around $0.7

billion to $1.2 billion in the quiet years, then jumps in the World Cup year, reaching a record $3.40 billion in

2022 as the Qatar tournament was staged. The bulk of the World Cup year cost covers tournament
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operations and prize money, the latter broken down in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis. The 2026

tournament year is projected to set a new record at around $6 billion, reflecting the expanded 48-team

format and 104 matches across three host countries. The expanded format means even the projected $6

billion figure could prove conservative if costs run high.

Unlike revenue, which is concentrated almost entirely in the tournament year, FIFA's expenses are spread a

little more evenly across the cycle, because development funding and operating costs continue regardless

of when the World Cup falls. This is why the quiet years still show meaningful spending even when income

is low. The result is a cost base that is large and growing in every category, from the money spent staging

the event itself, covered in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis, to the grants sent to

member associations. Read across the full period, FIFA's expenses tell the story of an organisation steadily

scaling up its reinvestment in the global game. Read across the full period, every category of spending has

trended firmly upward.

Full Data Table

FIFA Total Expenses by Year

FIFA Total Expenses, 2015-2026 (USD million)Click any column to sort

YEAR TOTAL EXPENSES ($M) LARGEST DRIVER NOTE

2015 1,180 Operations & legal Scandal-era costs

2016 920 Operations & legal Legal bills peak

2017 930 Operations Pre-World Cup year

2018 2,258 World Cup Russia Tournament + prize money

2019 700 Development New cycle begins

2020 1,100 COVID relief Pandemic support

2021 1,100 Development Pre-World Cup

2022 3,404 World Cup Qatar Largest single year

2023 1,100 Development New cycle begins

2024 1,100 Development Pre-tournament

2025 1,800 Club World Cup New competition costs
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2026* 6,000 World Cup Largest ever, projected

The table makes the cyclical surge unmistakable. In each World Cup year, expenses leap several times

above the surrounding years, from roughly $1 billion to well over $3 billion, as FIFA pays out prize money

and meets the enormous cost of staging the tournament. The 2018 and 2022 rows tower over the rest, and

the 2026 projection is expected to be larger still. The 2020 line is notable for being elevated despite no

World Cup, reflecting more than $300 million of pandemic relief, while 2025 stands out among non-

tournament years because of the cost of staging the newly expanded Club World Cup. Each cycle's first

years are dominated by development funding rather than competition costs. No single year better captures

the cycle than 2022, when one tournament drove spending past $3 billion.

Expenses by Cycle

Total Expenses by Four-Year Cycle

Viewed by cycle, FIFA's expenses rise steadily and predictably. The 2015-2018 cycle cost about $5.29

billion, the 2019-2022 cycle a confirmed $6.30 billion, and the 2023-2026 cycle is budgeted at roughly $10

billion. Each step up reflects both rising revenue and a deliberate decision to give more back to football.

The budgeting framework behind these totals is set out in our FIFA World Cup investment budget analysis.

The near-60% jump projected between the last cycle and the current one is the largest in FIFA's history,

driven by the expanded World Cup, the new Club World Cup and continued growth in development funding

to member associations worldwide. The pattern of bigger budgets has held through three consecutive

cycles without interruption.

FIFA's decision to budget and report on a four-year basis is central to understanding its expenses. Because

the World Cup generates the income that funds almost everything else, FIFA plans its entire spending

programme around the tournament cycle rather than the calendar year. Development grants, competition

budgets and operating costs are all approved as multi-year commitments, then drawn down as projects

progress. This is why a single year's spending figure can be misleading: a quiet year may show low costs

simply because major commitments have not yet been disbursed, while a tournament year absorbs the

concentrated cost of staging the event. Only at the cycle level do FIFA's expenses become genuinely

comparable from one period to the next.

FIFA total expenses by four year cycle 2015 2026 barFIFA Total Expenses, by CycleFIFA total expenses by

four year cycle 2015 2026 bar $6.30B2019-22$10B2023-26*
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World Cup Year Spending

The World Cup Year Dominates Spending

The single biggest driver of FIFA's expenses is the World Cup itself. Spending in the tournament year

reached about $2.26 billion in 2018 and a record $3.40 billion in 2022, and is projected to hit around $6

billion in 2026. FIFA's 2022 disbursements were dominated by the Qatar tournament, which alone

absorbed close to $1.7 billion in direct event costs. The logistics of staging matches across multiple cities,

explored in our FIFA World Cup host cities and countries analysis, explain much of this cost. As the

tournament grows to 48 teams and 104 matches in 2026, the World Cup year is set to account for an even

larger share of total cycle spending than before. Hosting across three nations in 2026 introduces logistical

costs no previous World Cup has faced.

The money FIFA spends on the World Cup itself covers an enormous range of activities. Beyond the prize

money paid to competing teams, it funds stadium readiness contributions, team travel and accommodation,

referee programmes, broadcast production, security coordination, technology such as goal-line and video

review systems, and the vast operational machinery needed to run dozens of matches across multiple

venues. For Qatar 2022, FIFA's direct tournament investment approached $1.7 billion, and the 2026 edition,

with 104 matches across the United States, Canada and Mexico, will require a far larger operation still.

These costs are why the tournament year always dwarfs the others, and why each successive World Cup

raises the spending bar.

FIFA World Cup year expenses 2018 2022 2026 spending barFIFA Spending in World Cup YearsFIFA World

Cup year expenses 2018 2022 2026 spending bar $6.0B2026 (proj.)

Development Spending

Football Development: The Fastest-Growing Cost

Development and education is now one of FIFA's two largest expense categories, and its fastest-growing.

Spending rose from $1,670 million in the 2015-2018 cycle to $2,577 million in 2019-2022, an increase of

54%, and is projected to climb again in the current cycle. The money flows to FIFA's 211 member

associations and six confederations through the FIFA Forward programme, funding infrastructure, youth

competitions and national teams. The rewards that reach the teams competing at the very top, by contrast,

are detailed in our FIFA World Cup winners prize money analysis. Rising development spending is the

clearest evidence that FIFA is recycling its growing income into the grassroots and emerging regions of the
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global game. The scale of this redistribution sets FIFA apart from the major commercial sports leagues.

FIFA's development spending reaches far beyond the elite game. Through the FIFA Forward programme,

every one of the 211 member associations is entitled to funding for infrastructure, equipment, youth and

women's competitions, coaching education and day-to-day operating costs, while the six confederations

receive their own annual allocations. The aim is to raise standards in countries that lack the commercial

base to fund football themselves, spreading the game into new regions and broadening the pool of

competitive nations. Critics argue that oversight of how the money is used has not always kept pace with

its growth, and that some associations lack the capacity to spend it well. FIFA counters that transparency

and auditing have improved with each cycle, and that the long-term payoff is a stronger global game.

FIFA development education spending by cycle FIFA Forward barDevelopment & Education Spending, by

CycleFIFA development education spending by cycle FIFA Forward bar $1.67B2015-18$2.58B2019-22

Competitions Spending

Competitions and Events Spending

Alongside development, competitions and events form FIFA's other major cost. Spending in this category

was about $2.0 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle, $2,542 million in 2019-2022, and is projected to rise toward

$4.5 billion in 2023-2026 as the calendar expands. The category covers the men's World Cup, the

Women's World Cup, youth and futsal tournaments, and the newly enlarged Club World Cup. The prize

distribution at the most recent men's tournament is broken down in our prize money distribution at the

Qatar World Cup analysis. The projected near-doubling of competition spending in the current cycle

reflects FIFA's strategy of adding new events and expanding existing ones to grow both the game and its

revenue base. Each new competition added to the calendar raises this figure further.

The competitions side of FIFA's budget is set to grow faster than any other in the current cycle. The

expansion of the men's World Cup to 48 teams, the enlargement of the Club World Cup into a 32-team

summer tournament, and the continued growth of the Women's World Cup all add substantial new costs.

Each new or expanded event requires prize money, operational spending and, often, subsidies to make it

commercially viable in its early editions. FIFA's bet is that these competitions will eventually generate

enough revenue to more than cover their costs, as the men's World Cup does. The first staging of the

enlarged Club World Cup in 2025, however, showed how heavy the upfront investment can be before that

payoff arrives.
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There is a logic to FIFA accepting higher costs from new competitions. Every event that draws

broadcasters, sponsors and crowds also generates income, and FIFA's long-term aim is for its expanded

calendar to lift revenue faster than expenses. The men's World Cup already does this comfortably, turning

a large cost into an even larger surplus. The open question is whether newer or smaller events, from the

Club World Cup to youth and women's tournaments, can follow the same path or will remain net costs

subsidised by the flagship event. FIFA's willingness to invest heavily upfront reflects a bet that today's

spending builds tomorrow's commercial value, much as early investment in the men's World Cup did

decades ago. If that bet pays off, the higher spending of the current cycle will look, in hindsight, like a

foundation rather than a burden.

FIFA competitions events spending by cycle 2015 2026 barCompetitions & Events Spending, by CycleFIFA

competitions events spending by cycle 2015 2026 bar $4.5B2023-26 (proj.)

Prize Money

Prize Money: A Headline World Cup Cost

Within competition spending, World Cup prize money is the most visible line item. FIFA paid $400 million to

teams at the 2018 Russia World Cup, $440 million at Qatar 2022, and has approved a record $655 million

for the 2026 tournament, around 50% higher than 2022. The full prize pot, including the funds set aside for

clubs that release players, is detailed in our FIFA World Cup prize pot analysis. Prize money goes to

national federations rather than directly to players, and its steady rise reflects both the growing commercial

value of the tournament and FIFA's wish to reward the teams that drive its biggest source of income. The

growth in prize money has consistently outpaced inflation over the period.

FIFA World Cup prize money to teams 2018 2022 2026 barWorld Cup Prize Money to TeamsFIFA World

Cup prize money to teams 2018 2022 2026 bar $655M2026 (record)

Spending vs Revenue

How Much of Its Revenue FIFA Spends

Because FIFA is a non-profit, the share of revenue it spends is unusually high. Expenses equalled about

82% of revenue in the 2015-2018 cycle and 83% in 2019-2022, with the 2023-2026 cycle budgeted to

spend around 77% of its record income. In its own reporting, FIFA noted that it reinvested more than 89%

of net revenue after sales costs back into football by the end of the 2019-2022 cycle. The wider scale of

the organisation behind these flows is profiled in our FIFA statistics and facts overview. A spending ratio
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this high confirms that FIFA functions as a redistribution engine for football, retaining only enough surplus

to maintain healthy reserves between cycles. Few organisations of any kind return so large a share of their

income to their core mission.

The very high share of revenue that FIFA spends is a direct consequence of its legal status. Registered as a

non-profit association under Swiss law, FIFA is not permitted to distribute profits to owners, because it has

none in the commercial sense. Its members are the national football associations, and its purpose is

defined as the development and promotion of football worldwide. Any surplus left after expenses is held as

reserves to ensure the organisation can weather a weak cycle or an unforeseen shock, as the pandemic

demonstrated. This structure explains why FIFA's accounts look so different from a listed company's, and

why its expense ratio, rather than its profit margin, is the more meaningful measure of how it operates.

FIFA expenses as percent of revenue by cycle 2015 2026 barExpenses as a Share of Revenue, by

CycleFIFA expenses as percent of revenue by cycle 2015 2026 bar 83%2019-2277%2023-26*

Administration

Administrative and Commercial Costs

The smallest of FIFA's main expense groups covers its administrative and commercial activities, the cost of

actually running the organisation. In the 2019-2022 cycle this came to $1,036 million, notably lower than the

previous cycle thanks to cost-containment measures, even as football spending rose. This category

includes personnel, technology, facilities and the commercial operations that generate revenue, including

the hospitality and rights activities detailed in our FIFA World Cup rights, hotel and catering analysis.

Keeping administrative costs flat while football investment grows has been a deliberate goal, allowing FIFA

to direct a larger share of each rising cycle's budget toward the game rather than its own overheads.

Holding overheads steady while football spending rises has been a defining goal of recent leadership.

Keeping administrative costs under control has been a recurring theme in FIFA's recent financial reporting.

In the wake of the corruption scandal that dominated 2015 and 2016, the organisation faced pressure to

demonstrate that more of its money was reaching football and less was being absorbed by its own

bureaucracy. Subsequent cost-containment measures held administrative and commercial spending

broadly flat even as football investment rose, a shift FIFA has highlighted as evidence of improved

governance. Whether this discipline can be maintained as the organisation expands its calendar of

competitions and its global footprint is one of the open questions hanging over the current cycle, in which

total spending is set to rise by more than half.
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Greater financial scrutiny has accompanied FIFA's growth. Since the 2015 crisis, the organisation has

published more detailed financial reports, submitted them to external audit, and broken its spending into

clearer categories, partly to rebuild trust with sponsors, governments and the public. Independent

observers still debate how effectively development money is monitored once it leaves FIFA's accounts, and

calls for tighter oversight of member associations persist. Even so, the transparency of FIFA's headline

figures, the cycle totals, category splits and reserve movements, is markedly better than it was a decade

ago. For an organisation that handles billions of dollars on behalf of world football, that openness is itself a

form of accountability, however imperfect.

FIFA administrative commercial expenses by cycle barAdministrative & Commercial Costs, by CycleFIFA

administrative commercial expenses by cycle bar $1.04B2019-22

Expense Breakdown

FIFA Expense Breakdown by Category

Putting the categories together reveals how evenly FIFA's two great priorities are balanced. In the 2019-

2022 cycle, football development and education accounted for about 41% of all spending, competitions

and events for 40%, administrative and commercial activities for 16%, and other costs for the remaining

3%. The near-equal weighting of development and competitions is striking, and reflects FIFA's twin

mandate to both stage world-class events and grow the game everywhere. The men's World Cup that

anchors the competition side is profiled in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis. This breakdown shows that,

for every dollar FIFA spends on its showpiece tournaments, it now spends roughly the same on developing

football around the world. That balance, rather than any single category dominating, is the hallmark of

FIFA's modern budget.

FIFA expense breakdown by category development competitions donutFIFA Expenses by Category, 2019-

2022FIFA expense breakdown by category development competitions donut 41%Development

Cumulative Spending

Cumulative Spending Since 2015

Adding each year's spending together shows the sheer weight of money FIFA has channelled into football

over the period. Cumulative expenses since 2015 are projected to pass $21 billion once the 2026 World

Cup is staged, having already topped $15 billion by the end of 2025. The line climbs in steps, jumping in

each World Cup year and rising steadily in between as development funding continues. This total
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represents more than a decade of reinvestment, the bulk of it funded by two World Cups and soon a third.

Seen this way, FIFA's expenses are not a drain on the organisation but its central purpose: converting the

commercial power of the World Cup into sustained investment in the global game. Viewed over a decade,

the cumulative figure is FIFA's clearest legacy in numbers.

Stepping back, FIFA's expenses tell a story of an organisation transformed over a single decade. A body

that spent around $5 billion across the 2015-2018 cycle, in the shadow of scandal, is now planning to

spend twice that in 2023-2026, with football development and competitions sharing the load almost

equally. The cumulative total channelled into the game since 2015 will soon exceed $21 billion, the

overwhelming majority of it funded by the men's World Cup. For all the debate about how wisely the money

is spent, the scale of reinvestment is not in question. The central challenge for FIFA now is to ensure that

its rising spending continues to translate into a stronger, broader and more competitive global game, rather

than simply a larger organisation.

FIFA cumulative spending 2015 2026 lineCumulative FIFA Spending Since 2015FIFA cumulative spending

2015 2026 line $21BBy 2026 (proj.)

$6.30B2019-22 ExpensesConfirmed cycle total. Source: FIFA 2026. $2.58BDevelopmentUp 54% on prior

cycle. Source: FIFA 2026. $3.40B2022 SpendingQatar World Cup year. Source: FIFA 2026. 83%of

Revenue SpentIn the 2019-22 cycle. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the figures describe an organisation that spends almost everything it earns, and spends

more with every passing cycle. FIFA's total expenses have grown from $5.29 billion in 2015-2018 to $6.30

billion in 2019-2022 and a projected $10 billion in 2023-2026, with football development and competitions

sharing the lion's share roughly equally. Spending peaks dramatically in each World Cup year, driven by

tournament operations and prize money, and the 2026 edition is set to produce the largest single-year

outlay in FIFA's history. For a body whose stated purpose is to grow the game, the key questions ahead are

whether the expanded calendar of competitions delivers value for the rising spend, whether development

money reaches the associations and players it is meant to help, and how far FIFA can keep increasing its

reinvestment without straining the reserves that cushion it between World Cups. On current plans, the

spending will only keep climbing toward the 2030 centenary World Cup.

FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions: FIFA Total Expenses 2015-2026

FIFA's total expenses run on a four-year cycle. They reached about $5.29 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle, a

confirmed $6.30 billion in 2019-2022, and are budgeted at roughly $10 billion for the 2023-2026 cycle.

Spending rises sharply in the World Cup year, when staging the tournament and paying prize money

concentrate costs. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA's two largest expense categories are football development and competitions. In the 2019-2022

cycle, FIFA spent $2,577 million on development and education and $2,542 million on competitions and

events, with a further $1,036 million on administrative and commercial activities. Together, development

and competitions accounted for more than 80% of all spending. Source: FIFA 2026.

Most of FIFA's costs for staging the World Cup, including tournament operations, prize money and

broadcast production, fall in the tournament year. FIFA's disbursements reached $3,404 million in 2022,

of which 59% went to organising the Qatar World Cup and other events. The same pattern repeats every

four years. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA's development and education spending has grown sharply. It rose from $1,670 million in the 2015-

2018 cycle to $2,577 million in 2019-2022, an increase of 54%, distributed to the 211 member associations

and six confederations through the FIFA Forward programme. Development spending is one of FIFA's

largest and fastest-growing costs. Source: FIFA 2026.

Prize money paid to teams is a major World Cup expense. FIFA paid $400 million at the 2018 Russia World

Cup, $440 million at Qatar 2022, and has approved a record $655 million for the 2026 tournament, around

50% higher than 2022. These sums go to national federations rather than directly to players. Source: FIFA

2026.

FIFA spends most of what it earns. Expenses equalled about 82% of revenue in the 2015-2018 cycle and

83% in 2019-2022, with the 2023-2026 cycle budgeted to spend around 77% of its record revenue. As a

non-profit, FIFA reinvests the bulk of its income into football rather than retaining it. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA invested about $1,696 million directly in staging the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, the single largest

event cost of the 2019-2022 cycle. This covered tournament operations, venues, logistics and related

costs, separate from the prize money paid to teams. Total 2022 disbursements across all activities were

$3,404 million. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. FIFA invested $321 million in emergency funds through stage three of its COVID-19 Relief Plan during

the 2019-2022 cycle, helping member associations and the wider football community absorb the financial
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shock of the pandemic. This relief spending lifted expenses in the otherwise quiet years of 2020 and 2021.

Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. FIFA's cycle expenses have risen from $5.29 billion in 2015-2018 to $6.30 billion in 2019-2022 and a

projected $10 billion in 2023-2026. The growth is driven mainly by larger development budgets, an

expanded 48-team World Cup, and new competitions such as the enlarged Club World Cup, all funded by

rising World Cup revenue. Source: FIFA 2026.

The cycle totals and category figures are drawn from FIFA's audited financial reports, prepared under

international accounting standards. The 2019-2022 figures, including the $6,302 million total and the

development and competition breakdowns, are confirmed. Annual figures are approximate, and the 2023-

2026 totals are budget projections. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - Investments and Expenses, 2019-2022 - The primary source for FIFA's

confirmed cycle expenses, including the development, competitions and administrative breakdowns.

FIFA audited financial and annual reports (2015-2025) - Source for total expenses, cycle figures and

category splits prepared under international accounting standards.

FIFA budget documents - Source for the 2023-2026 spending projections and the 2026 World Cup prize

money figure.

Cycle totals and category splits are official FIFA figures; annual figures are approximate. The 2023-2026

totals are budget projections based on FIFA's $13 billion revenue plan. FIFA is a non-profit. Not investment

advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA revenue 2015-2026
Updated May 30, 2026 · businesstats.com/revenue-of-the-football-association-fifa

$7.57B
2019-2022 CYCLE REVENUE - RECORD

HIGH, DESPITE COVID-19

$5.77B
2022 ANNUAL REVENUE - RECORD

SINGLE YEAR, QATAR WORLD CUP

$13B
2023-2026 CYCLE PROJECTION -

DOUBLE THE PREVIOUS CYCLE

45%
TV BROADCASTING - FIFA'S LARGEST

REVENUE SOURCE

$267M
2020 REVENUE - LOWEST YEAR,

PANDEMIC IMPACT

+18%
CYCLE GROWTH 2015-2018 TO 2019-

2022 ($6.42B TO $7.57B)

Overview

How Much Money Does FIFA Make? Revenue 2015-2026
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA broadcasting revenue 2015-2026
Updated May 30, 2026 · businesstats.com/revenue-from-television-broadcasting-rights-of-fifa

$3.43B
2019-2022 BROADCASTING REVENUE -

RECORD, 45% OF TOTAL

$4.26B
2023-2026 BUDGET - UP $964M, FIFA'S

BIGGEST STREAM

$1.06B
EUROPE - LARGEST BROADCASTING

MARKET WORLDWIDE

$400M+
FOX - PAID FOR US RIGHTS THROUGH

2022 WORLD CUP

+10%
BROADCASTING GROWTH 2015-2018 TO

2019-2022

49% to 39%
BROADCASTING SHARE OF TOTAL

REVENUE, DECLINING

Overview

Broadcasting revenue of FIFA from 2015 to 2026

Television broadcasting rights are FIFA's financial engine - the single largest revenue stream in every

cycle. Broadcasting revenue grew from $3.13 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to a record $3.43 billion in

2019-2022 (a 10% increase), and is budgeted to reach $4.26 billion in the 2023-2026 cycle. Broadcasters

worldwide pay FIFA for the exclusive right to show World Cup matches in their territory, and they compete

aggressively because the World Cup is genuinely must-watch live content with audiences in the billions.

Unlike most television programming, which can be watched on demand, the World Cup is best experienced

live - and this real-time, simultaneous global viewership is precisely what makes it so valuable to

broadcasters who sell advertising around it. Broadcasting alone has consistently accounted for nearly half

of all FIFA revenue, making it the foundation of FIFA's entire financial model. The complete breakdown of

all FIFA revenue streams is in our FIFA revenue by stream analysis.

FIFA recognises broadcasting revenue when the actual broadcast takes place - which is overwhelmingly in

the World Cup year. For this reason, FIFA itself states that a year-on-year comparison is "not meaningful"

and that broadcasting revenue should be analysed across the full four-year cycle. A single calendar year of

broadcasting revenue can range from near-zero in a non-tournament year to billions in a World Cup year,

making annual figures deeply misleading without cycle context. Each cycle's broadcasting revenue is

dominated by the single month of the World Cup, when broadcasters fulfil the contracts they signed years

earlier. The total FIFA revenue context is in our FIFA total revenue 2015-2026 analysis.
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A notable trend is that while broadcasting revenue grows in absolute terms every cycle, its share of FIFA's

total revenue is declining: from 49% in 2015-2018 to 45% in 2019-2022, and a budgeted 39% in 2023-

2026. This is not because broadcasting is shrinking - it is because other streams, particularly hospitality

and ticket sales, are growing even faster. The full investment and spending picture for the 2026

tournament is in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis.

FIFA broadcasting revenue overview cycle 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 largest stream billions FIFA

Broadcasting Revenue at a Glance - 3 Cycles (USD Millions) 2015-2018: $3,127M. 2019-2022: $3,426M

(+10%). 2023-2026 budget: $4,264M (+24%). FIFA's largest revenue stream every cycle. Source: FIFA

official publications, Statista. #1biggest stream

$3.43B (2019-22)Record Broadcasting Revenue - 45% of Total, Up 10% on Prior CycleFIFA earned $3.43B

from TV broadcasting in 2019-2022, up 10% on the 2015-2018 cycle. This was 45% of total revenue.

Europe largest at $1.06B, Asia/N.Africa $1.03B. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. $4.26B (2023-

26)Budgeted Broadcasting Revenue - Up $964M, Still the Biggest StreamFor 2023-2026, broadcasting is

budgeted at $4.26B - an increase of $964M (+28%) on the prior cycle. It remains FIFA's largest single

stream despite its share falling to 39%. Source: FIFA official publications 2022 budget. $1.06B

(Europe)Largest Broadcasting Market - Europe Edges Asia and North AfricaEurope is FIFA's biggest

broadcasting market at $1.06B in 2019-2022, narrowly ahead of Asia and North Africa ($1.03B). North

America $519M, S/C America $352M. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. $400M+ (Fox)US Rights Deal

- Fox Outbid ESPN for the 2022 World CupFox reportedly paid over $400M for exclusive US broadcasting

rights through the 2022 World Cup. These multi-cycle deals give FIFA stable, predictable revenue years in

advance. Source: World Football26, FIFA official. Broadcasting Data Table

FIFA Broadcasting Revenue by Cycle - 2015-2018, 2019-2022, 2023-2026

FIFA Television Broadcasting Revenue by 4-Year Cycle (FIFA Official, Statista) Click any column to sort

CYCLE BROADCASTING REVENUE SHARE OF TOTAL WORLD CUP GROWTH

2015-2018 Cycle Total $3,127M 49% Russia 2018 -

2019-2022 Cycle Total $3,426M 45% Qatar 2022 +10%

2023-2026 Cycle (budget) $4,264M 39% USA/MEX/CAN 2026 +24%

The table shows steady absolute growth in broadcasting revenue across all three cycles - from $3.13B to

$3.43B to a budgeted $4.26B - even as its percentage share of FIFA's total revenue declines from 49% to
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39%. The $964 million increase budgeted for 2023-2026 is the largest cycle-on-cycle jump in absolute

terms, reflecting both the expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup and the premium value of North American

broadcast markets. The full FIFA revenue stream comparison is in our FIFA revenue by stream analysis.

Revenue Growth

$3.13B to $4.26B - FIFA Broadcasting Revenue Growth Across Three Cycles

FIFA television broadcasting revenue growth 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 cycle billions increase FIFA

Broadcasting Revenue by Cycle 2015-2026 (USD Millions) 2015-2018: $3,127M (49% of total). 2019-2022:

$3,426M (45%, +10%). 2023-2026 budget: $4,264M (39%, +24%). Absolute growth every cycle, biggest

jump into 2023-2026. Source: FIFA official publications, Statista. $4.26B2023-26 budget

Broadcasting revenue has grown consistently but at a moderating pace relative to FIFA's other streams.

The 10% growth from 2015-2018 to 2019-2022 was solid but unspectacular - reflecting a mature

broadcasting market where the biggest territorial deals were already at premium levels. The budgeted 24%

jump into 2023-2026 is more aggressive, driven by the expanded tournament and the high value of US

broadcast rights for a World Cup played in American time zones. The total cost of hosting these

tournaments is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

Share of Total Revenue

49% to 39% - Why Broadcasting's Share of FIFA Revenue Is Falling

FIFA broadcasting share percent total revenue declining 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 hospitality

Broadcasting Revenue vs Total FIFA Revenue - Share Declining 2015-2018: $3,127M of $6,421M (49%).

2019-2022: $3,426M of $7,568M (45%). 2023-2026: $4,264M of $11,000M (39%). Broadcasting grows in

dollars but shrinks in share as hospitality/tickets surge. Source: FIFA official publications. 45%2019-22

share 39%2023-26 share

The declining share of broadcasting in FIFA's revenue mix - from 49% to 45% to a budgeted 39% across

three cycles - is one of the most important structural trends in FIFA finance. It does not signal any

weakness in broadcasting - which continues to grow - but rather the explosive growth of other streams,

especially hospitality and ticket sales (budgeted to surge from $949M to $3.1B in 2023-2026). FIFA is

diversifying its revenue base, reducing its dependence on a single stream. The 2026 tournament format

and overview is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.
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By Region

Europe $1.06B, Asia $1.03B - FIFA Broadcasting Revenue by Region

FIFA broadcasting revenue by region Europe Asia North America South America 2019 2022 territory FIFA

Broadcasting Revenue by Region - 2019-2022 Cycle ($3.43B) Europe: $1,061M (largest). Asia and North

Africa: $1,025M. North America: $519M. S/C America: $352M. Other/host broadcasting: $469M. Europe

and Asia together are over 60% of broadcasting revenue. Source: FIFA official publications 2022,

WorldCupRadar. $1.06BEurope (top)

Europe and Asia and North Africa together account for over 60% of FIFA's broadcasting revenue, reflecting

these regions' large populations, deep football cultures, and competitive broadcast markets. Europe's

narrow lead ($1.06B vs $1.03B) over Asia and North Africa shows how rapidly Asian and Middle Eastern

broadcast markets have grown - Qatar 2022, played in the Middle East, naturally boosted regional

broadcasting interest. A decade earlier, Europe dominated this category by a far wider margin; the near-

parity now reflects the globalisation of football's broadcast economy and the rising purchasing power of

Asian media markets. North America at $519M is set to grow substantially for 2026 when the tournament is

played in US time zones. The social media audiences that amplify these broadcasts globally are in our

social media statistics and facts analysis.

Europe - Top Market

Why Europe Is FIFA's Biggest Broadcasting Market

Europe has long been FIFA's largest broadcasting market, contributing $1.06 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle.

Several factors drive this: Europe has the deepest football culture in the world, with the sport embedded in

national identity across the continent; high disposable incomes allow broadcasters to charge premium

advertising rates and subscription fees; and the competitive European broadcast market, with multiple free-

to-air and pay-TV networks, drives up rights fees as networks bid against each other for exclusive access.

FIFA broadcasting revenue Europe versus other regions dominance 2019 2022 share percentage market

Europe vs Other Regions - Broadcasting Revenue Share 2019-2022 Europe: 31% ($1,061M). Asia and

N.Africa: 30% ($1,025M). North America: 15% ($519M). S/C America: 10% ($352M). Other: 14% ($469M).

Europe and Asia are nearly tied for the lead. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. 31%Europe share

30%Asia/N.Africa
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Notably, the gap between Europe and Asia has narrowed dramatically. In earlier cycles, Europe dominated

broadcasting revenue by a wide margin; by 2019-2022, Asia and North Africa had nearly caught up at $1.03

billion. This reflects the rapid growth of broadcast markets in Asia and the Middle East, driven by rising

incomes, growing football fandom, and the Qatar 2022 World Cup being played in the region. For 2026,

North America is expected to rise sharply given the home-market advantage. The global economy context

for these regional markets is in our global economy analysis.

Major Broadcasting Deals

$400M+ from Fox - FIFA's Biggest Broadcasting Deals

FIFA sells broadcasting rights territory by territory, and the largest single deals are with broadcasters in

wealthy, populous markets. In the United States, Fox reportedly paid over $400 million for exclusive

English-language rights to the 2018 and 2022 World Cups, outbidding ESPN. Telemundo holds the

Spanish-language US rights, which are particularly valuable given the large and passionate Hispanic

football audience in the United States. In the United Kingdom, the BBC and ITV share rights under public-

interest "listed events" rules that keep the World Cup on free-to-air television, ensuring the tournament

remains accessible to all viewers rather than locked behind pay-TV subscriptions. Different countries have

different regulatory approaches to whether the World Cup must be available free-to-air.

These deals are typically multi-cycle, giving FIFA revenue visibility years in advance. FIFA's TV contracts

were set through the 2026 World Cup well before the tournament, and the organisation has already

contracted 43% of broadcasting rights for the following 2027-2030 cycle. This forward-selling model is

central to FIFA's financial stability - by the end of 2021, FIFA had already contracted $6.11 billion of its

2019-2022 target revenue, well before the Qatar World Cup was played. This advance contracting reduces

FIFA's financial risk and allows it to plan development spending and tournament investments with

confidence years ahead. The internet companies and streaming platforms increasingly entering this market

are in our internet companies revenue analysis.

FIFA World Cup broadcasting revenue historical growth 2010 2014 2018 2022 2026 South Africa Brazil

Russia Qatar FIFA Broadcasting Revenue Growth - Historical Trend by World Cup ($M) 2010-2014 cycles

broadcasting grew steadily. 2015-2018: $3,127M. 2019-2022: $3,426M. 2023-2026 budget: $4,264M. The

expanded 2026 World Cup and US market drive the projected jump. Source: FIFA official publications,

Statista. +36%2015 to 2026
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The expansion of the 2026 World Cup to 48 teams and 104 matches (up from 32 teams and 64 matches)

creates substantially more broadcast content - more matches to sell, more advertising inventory, and

longer tournament coverage spanning a greater number of days. More matches also means more

opportunities for broadcasters in different time zones to show games at convenient local times, increasing

the overall value of the rights. Combined with the premium US broadcast market and favourable time zones

for global audiences, this drives the budgeted broadcasting revenue jump to $4.26 billion. The detailed

winner odds for teams competing in this expanded tournament are in our World Cup 2026 winner

probability analysis.

2023-2026 - $4.26B

$4.26 Billion Budgeted for 2023-2026 - Broadcasting's Biggest Cycle Ever

FIFA 2023 2026 broadcasting revenue budget 4264 million increase 964 expanded World Cup 48 teams

FIFA 2023-2026 Broadcasting Budget - $4.26B (+$964M vs Prior Cycle) 2019-2022 actual: $3,426M.

2023-2026 budget: $4,264M. Increase: $964M (+28%). Driven by 48-team format (104 matches), US

market premium, favourable time zones. Broadcasting remains FIFA biggest stream. Source: FIFA official

publications 2022 budget. +$964Mvs 2019-22

The $4.26 billion broadcasting budget for 2023-2026 represents the single biggest increase in any FIFA

revenue stream in absolute terms (+$964M). To put this in context, that increase alone is larger than FIFA's

entire licensing revenue stream for the cycle ($669M). However, FIFA has a track record of conservative

budgeting - it delivered 18% above its broadcasting budget in 2019-2022 - so the actual figure could be

higher. With FIFA's total cycle revenue revised up to $13 billion (from the original $11 billion budget),

broadcasting revenue may also exceed the $4.26 billion budget. The tourism impact of the millions of fans

watching and attending is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Future Cycles

43% Already Sold - FIFA Broadcasting Rights for 2027-2030

Remarkably, FIFA has already contracted 43% of its broadcasting rights for the 2027-2030 cycle - before

the 2026 World Cup has even been played. This demonstrates the long-term confidence broadcasters

have in the value of FIFA content and the forward-selling nature of the broadcasting market. FIFA expects

the 2027-2030 cycle to reach $14 billion in total revenue, boosted by the commercial momentum of the

2026 tournament.
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FIFA broadcasting future cycles 2023 2026 2027 2030 forecast contracted rights percent streaming FIFA

Total Revenue Forecast - 2023-2026 vs 2027-2030 (USD Billions) 2019-2022: $7.57B. 2023-2026: $13B

(revised). 2027-2030: $14B (FIFA expectation). 43% of 2027-2030 broadcasting rights already contracted

before the 2026 World Cup. Source: FIFA official, theglobalstatistics 2026. 43%2027-30 sold

The future of FIFA broadcasting is also being shaped by the shift toward streaming. The 2025 Club World

Cup was broadcast primarily through streaming platform DAZN in a deal worth around $1 billion, signalling

FIFA's openness to non-traditional broadcasters. As streaming platforms like DAZN, Apple, and Amazon

increasingly bid for live sports rights, FIFA's broadcasting revenue may grow through new types of deals

beyond traditional television networks. The biggest social media and streaming platforms reshaping

content distribution are in our biggest social media platforms by users analysis.

Why Broadcasting Dominates

Why Television Broadcasting Has Always Been FIFA's Biggest Stream

Television broadcasting has been FIFA's largest revenue source for decades, and the reasons are

structural. The World Cup is the most-watched sporting event on Earth - the 2022 final drew an estimated

1.5 billion viewers globally. This concentration of attention on a single event, broadcast simultaneously

across nearly every country, creates broadcasting value that no other sports property can match.

Broadcasters pay premium prices because the World Cup reliably delivers the largest live audiences of any

programming.

Live sport - and the World Cup above all - has become even more valuable in the streaming era. As general

television viewing fragments across on-demand platforms, live sport remains one of the few categories

that delivers huge simultaneous audiences in real time. This scarcity makes World Cup rights a must-have

for broadcasters seeking to attract advertisers and subscribers. The result is fierce competition for

exclusive territorial rights, driving up the fees FIFA can command.

FIFA broadcasting revenue versus other streams marketing licensing hospitality dominance comparison

2019 2022 Broadcasting vs All Other FIFA Streams - 2019-2022 ($M) TV Broadcasting: $3,426M.

Marketing: $1,795M. Hospitality/Tickets: $949M. Licensing: $769M. Other: $629M. Broadcasting alone is

nearly double the next-largest stream. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. 1.9xvs marketing

Broadcasting revenue at $3.43 billion is nearly double the second-largest stream (marketing rights at $1.8

billion) and larger than hospitality, licensing, and other revenue combined. This dominance has held for

every recent cycle, and even though broadcasting's percentage share is declining, it remains comfortably
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FIFA's number one income source. The complete stream-by-stream breakdown is in our FIFA revenue by

stream analysis. The way this revenue is ultimately distributed to teams and clubs is in our FIFA World Cup

investment and spending analysis.

In-House Media Sales

FIFA's In-House Media Sales Strategy - Cutting Out the Middleman

For the 2023-2026 cycle, FIFA made a significant strategic change: it established a fully insourced media

sales force to commercialise its broadcasting and marketing rights directly, rather than relying on external

sales agencies. FIFA described this as delivering "significant efficiencies" and better serving its commercial

obligations. By selling rights directly, FIFA retains a larger share of the revenue that would previously have

gone to intermediary agencies.

FIFA in-house media sales hospitality strategy revenue growth 2019 2022 2023 2026 broadcasting

marketing FIFA In-House Strategy Impact - Broadcasting and Hospitality Growth Broadcasting: $3,426M

(19-22) to $4,264M (23-26 budget). Hospitality: $949M to $3,097M. Both streams brought in-house to cut

intermediaries and capture full value. Marketing: $1,795M to $2,693M. Source: FIFA official publications.

+24%broadcasting +226%hospitality

This mirrors the strategy FIFA adopted in hospitality, where it moved away from outsourcing to partners

(under a rights-fee model) toward running the programme internally. In both cases, the logic is the same:

by controlling the sales process and cutting out middlemen, FIFA captures the full value of its rights. This

in-house approach has contributed to the strong growth budgeted for both broadcasting ($4.26B) and

hospitality ($3.1B) in the 2023-2026 cycle.

FIFA has also invested in enhancing its digital and esports landscape during the 2023-2026 cycle,

recognising that the future of sports broadcasting increasingly involves direct-to-consumer streaming and

digital platforms. This forward-looking investment positions FIFA to capture value as the broadcasting

landscape continues to evolve away from traditional television. The 2025 Club World Cup's primary

broadcast deal with streaming platform DAZN - worth around $1 billion - demonstrates FIFA's willingness to

embrace non-traditional broadcasters. As streaming services compete with traditional networks for live

sports rights, FIFA is positioning itself to benefit from both. The internet companies driving this streaming

shift are in our internet companies revenue analysis. The total cost of hosting these broadcast tournaments

is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.
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Broadcasting in Context

How FIFA Broadcasting Revenue Compares to Other Sports

FIFA's broadcasting revenue, while enormous for a single quadrennial tournament, differs fundamentally

from the year-round broadcasting deals of domestic leagues. The English Premier League, for example,

earns several billion dollars annually from broadcasting across its 38-week season. The NFL's media deals

are worth over $100 billion across multiple years. But these are continuous, season-long products with

weekly content, whereas FIFA concentrates its broadcasting value into a single month every four years.

FIFA broadcasting revenue versus Premier League NFL NBA annual sports media rights comparison billions

FIFA Broadcasting vs Other Sports Media Deals (Annual Equivalent, $B) NFL media: ~$12.5B/year. Premier

League: ~$4B/year. FIFA broadcasting (annual avg, 2023-26): ~$1.07B/year. NBA media: ~$2.6B/year.

FIFA concentrates value into the World Cup year vs year-round leagues. Source: industry reports, FIFA

official 2026. +-10%. ~$1.07BFIFA annual avg

On a per-event basis, however, the World Cup is unmatched. The tournament's broadcasting revenue of

$3.43 billion over roughly one month of football translates to extraordinary value per broadcast hour. No

single sporting event commands the simultaneous global audience of the World Cup final, which is why

broadcasters pay premium prices for exclusive rights despite the tournament occurring only once every

four years. This concentration of value into a short window is a defining feature of FIFA's broadcasting

model.

The comparison also highlights why FIFA has been diversifying beyond broadcasting. Domestic leagues

with year-round content can rely on broadcasting as a stable, recurring revenue base. FIFA, with its

quadrennial model, benefits from diversifying into hospitality, ticketing, and licensing to smooth its revenue

and reduce dependence on the single broadcasting stream. This is why broadcasting's share is falling even

as its absolute value rises. The most popular sports leagues and events context helps illustrate FIFA's

unique position. The global economy backdrop for these broadcasting markets is in our global economy

analysis.

Looking ahead, the entry of deep-pocketed streaming platforms into sports broadcasting could reshape

FIFA's broadcasting revenue significantly. Companies like Apple, Amazon, and DAZN have demonstrated

willingness to pay large sums for live sports rights as they compete for subscribers. If these platforms bid

against traditional broadcasters for World Cup rights in future cycles, FIFA's broadcasting revenue could

grow well beyond current projections. The biggest social media and streaming platforms reshaping this
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landscape are in our biggest social media platforms by users analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA Broadcasting Revenue - Key Statistics 2015-2026

FIFA broadcasting revenue total versus broadcasting trend 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 comparison

FIFA Broadcasting Revenue vs Total Revenue - 3 Cycles ($M) Broadcasting: $3,127M to $3,426M to

$4,264M. Total: $6,421M to $7,568M to $11,000M. Broadcasting grows but total grows faster, hence

declining share. Source: FIFA official publications. $4.26B2023-26

$3.43B2019-2022 Broadcasting Revenue - FIFA's Largest Single StreamBroadcasting generated $3.43B

(45%) in 2019-2022, up 10% on the prior cycle. Europe largest market ($1.06B), Asia/N.Africa close second

($1.03B). Recognised primarily in the World Cup year. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

+$964M2023-2026 Increase - Biggest Absolute Stream Jump in FIFA HistoryBroadcasting is budgeted to

rise $964M (+28%) to $4.26B for 2023-2026 - the largest absolute increase of any FIFA revenue stream.

Driven by the 48-team format and US broadcast market premium. Source: FIFA official publications. 49%

to 39%Declining Share - Broadcasting Shrinks as a % Despite Dollar GrowthBroadcasting's share of FIFA

revenue fell from 49% (2015-2018) to 45% (2019-2022) to a budgeted 39% (2023-2026). It still grows in

dollars but other streams (hospitality, tickets) grow faster. Source: FIFA official publications. 43%

sold2027-2030 Rights - Already Contracted Before 2026 World Cup PlayedFIFA has already contracted

43% of broadcasting rights for the 2027-2030 cycle before the 2026 tournament. FIFA expects that cycle

to reach $14B total revenue, boosted by 2026 momentum. Source: FIFA official, theglobalstatistics 2026.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Broadcasting Revenue

$3.43 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle (45% of total revenue), up 10% on $3.13 billion in 2015-2018. For

2023-2026, broadcasting is budgeted at $4.26 billion, an increase of $964 million (+28%). It is FIFA's

largest revenue stream by a wide margin - nearly double the second-largest stream, marketing rights.

Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

Europe at $1.06 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle, narrowly ahead of Asia and North Africa at $1.03 billion.

North America contributed $519 million, South/Central America $352 million. Europe and Asia together

make up over 60% of broadcasting revenue, reflecting their large populations, deep football cultures, and

competitive broadcast markets. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.
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Over $400 million for exclusive English-language US rights through the 2022 World Cup, outbidding ESPN.

Telemundo holds the Spanish-language US rights. These long-term multi-cycle deals give FIFA stable,

predictable revenue. Source: World Football26, FIFA official.

45% in 2019-2022 ($3.43B of $7.57B), down from 49% in 2015-2018. For 2023-2026, broadcasting's

share is budgeted to fall to 39% as hospitality and ticket revenue surges - though broadcasting still grows

in absolute dollars. Source: FIFA official publications.

Other streams are growing faster, not because broadcasting is shrinking. Hospitality and ticket sales are

budgeted to surge from $949M to $3.1B in 2023-2026. Broadcasting still grows in dollars ($3.43B to

$4.26B) but its share falls from 45% to 39%. Source: FIFA official publications.

$4.26 billion budgeted - an increase of $964 million (+28%) on the 2019-2022 cycle. This is the largest

absolute increase of any FIFA revenue stream, driven by the expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup and

premium US broadcast market. Source: FIFA official publications 2022 budget.

FIFA recognises broadcasting revenue when the actual broadcast takes place - overwhelmingly in the

World Cup year - and the amount is contingent on the number of broadcasting hours. FIFA states a year-

on-year comparison is "not meaningful" and that broadcasting revenue should be analysed across the full

four-year cycle, since non-tournament years generate minimal broadcasting income. Source: FIFA official

publications.

$3.13 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle (ending with Russia 2018), accounting for 49% of total revenue - the

highest broadcasting share of any recent cycle. This grew 10% to $3.43 billion in 2019-2022. Source: FIFA

official publications, Medium.

Increasingly yes. The 2025 Club World Cup was broadcast primarily through streaming platform DAZN in a

deal worth around $1 billion. As streaming platforms like DAZN, Apple, and Amazon bid for live sports

rights, FIFA's broadcasting revenue may grow through new deal types beyond traditional TV. Source: FIFA

official, Inside World Football 2025.

Yes - 43% already contracted for 2027-2030 before the 2026 World Cup has even been played. FIFA

expects the 2027-2030 cycle to reach $14 billion in total revenue, boosted by the commercial momentum

of the 2026 tournament. Source: FIFA official, theglobalstatistics 2026.

Sources

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - 2019-2022 Revenue - Primary source for broadcasting revenue ($3.43B, 45%,

+10%), regional breakdown (Europe $1.06B, Asia/N.Africa $1.03B). +-0%.
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Statista - FIFA TV Broadcasting Rights Revenue by Region 2009-2021 - Source for regional broadcasting

breakdown across cycles. Original data from FIFA. Updated 2022. +-0%.

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - 2023-2026 Cycle Budget - Source for 2023-2026 broadcasting budget

($4,264M, +$964M). Published 2022-2023. +-0%.

Medium - How Does FIFA Make Money - Source for 2015-2018 broadcasting detail ($3,127M, 49%),

regional geographic breakdown. Published 2021.

FIFA recognises broadcasting revenue when the broadcast takes place, concentrated in the World Cup

year. Figures shown are cycle totals. 2015-2018 = $3,127M (49%), 2019-2022 = $3,426M (45%), 2023-

2026 = $4,264M budget (39%). Regional 2019-2022: Europe $1,061M, Asia/N.Africa $1,025M, N.America

$519M, S/C America $352M. Regional figures +-5%. All figures USD. Not investment advice.

How Much Does FIFA Make From TV Rights? Broadcasting Revenue 2015-2026

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 240 of 278



S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA revenue 2015-2026, by stream
Updated May 30, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifas-income-by-economic-sectors-in-2009

$3.43B
TV BROADCASTING - BIGGEST STREAM,

45% OF 2019-2022 REVENUE

$1.8B
MARKETING RIGHTS - 2ND BIGGEST,

24% OF REVENUE

$949M
HOSPITALITY AND TICKETS - $686M

TICKETS + $243M HOSPITALITY

$769M
LICENSING RIGHTS - UP 28% DESPITE

LOSING EA SPORTS DEAL

$3.1B
2023-2026 HOSPITALITY BUDGET - THE

BIGGEST STREAM SHIFT

5
MAIN REVENUE STREAMS REPORTED BY

FIFA EACH CYCLE

Overview

Revenue of FIFA from 2015 to 2026, by stream

FIFA generates revenue through five main streams: television broadcasting rights, marketing rights

(sponsorships), hospitality and ticket sales, licensing rights, and other income. Television broadcasting is

overwhelmingly the largest, contributing $3.43 billion (45%) of the record $7.57 billion generated in the

2019-2022 cycle. The remaining streams - marketing ($1.8B), hospitality and tickets ($949M), licensing

($769M), and other ($629M) - together make up the other 55%. For the full picture of FIFA's total revenue,

see our FIFA total revenue 2015-2026 analysis.

The relative importance of each stream has shifted over time. Television broadcasting has remained

dominant but its share has actually declined slightly as other streams grow. The most dramatic change is in

hospitality and ticket sales: from $712 million in the 2015-2018 cycle to $949 million in 2019-2022, and

budgeted to surge to $3.1 billion in 2023-2026. This reflects FIFA's strategic decision to run hospitality

programmes internally rather than outsourcing them, capturing the full profit margin. The detailed

hospitality and catering rights data is in our FIFA hospitality and catering rights analysis.

Because FIFA operates on a four-year cycle with the World Cup as the crowning event, revenue by stream

is best analysed by cycle rather than individual year. Each stream peaks in the World Cup year, when

broadcasting contracts are fulfilled, sponsorship activations occur, and tickets and hospitality are sold. The

total investment and spending picture for the 2026 tournament that drives these streams is in our FIFA

World Cup investment and spending analysis.
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FIFA revenue stream overview TV broadcasting marketing hospitality licensing 2019 2022 comparison FIFA

Revenue Streams Ranked - 2019-2022 Cycle ($M) TV Broadcasting: $3,426M. Marketing Rights: $1,795M.

Hospitality/Tickets: $949M. Licensing: $769M. Other: $629M. TV dwarfs every other stream. Source: FIFA

official publications 2022. $3.43BTV (biggest)

TV: $3.43BTelevision Broadcasting Rights - 45% of 2019-2022 Revenue, Up 10%Broadcasters worldwide

pay for exclusive rights to show World Cup matches. Europe largest at $1.06B, Asia/N.Africa $1.03B. Fox

paid $400M+ for US rights through 2022. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. Marketing:

$1.8BMarketing Rights (Sponsorships) - 24% of Revenue, All Packages SoldFIFA Partners (Coca-Cola,

adidas, Visa, Hyundai/Kia) pay $70-100M annually. All 32 sponsor packages sold for Qatar 2022. Projected

$2.69B for 2023-2026. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. Hosp/Tickets: $949MHospitality and Ticket

Sales - $686M Tickets + $243M HospitalityAlmost 3M tickets sold for Qatar 2022 at ~$280 avg, 96%+

stadium occupancy. Hospitality up 64% vs 2018 after moving in-house. Budgeted $3.1B for 2023-2026.

Source: FIFA official publications 2022. Licensing: $769MLicensing Rights - Up 28% Despite Losing the EA

Sports DealBrand royalties from licensees including Panini, Hublot, Louis Vuitton. Grew 28% vs 2015-2018

despite EA Sports ending its ~$150M/year naming deal after FIFA 23. Source: FIFA official, arthnova 2026.

Stream Data Table

FIFA Revenue by Stream and Cycle - 2015-2018 vs 2019-2022 vs 2023-2026

FIFA Revenue by Stream and 4-Year Cycle (FIFA Official, Statista) Click any column to sort

REVENUE STREAM 2015-2018 2019-2022 2023-2026 (BUDGET) 2019-22 SHARE CYCLE GROWTH

TV Broadcasting Rights $3,127M $3,426M $4,263M 45% +10%

Marketing Rights (Sponsorship) $1,660M $1,795M $2,693M 24% +8%

Hospitality & Ticket Sales $712M $949M $3,097M 12.5% +33%

Licensing Rights $600M $769M $669M 10% +28%

Other Revenue $322M $629M $278M 8.5% +95%

TOTAL $6,421M $7,568M $11,000M 100% +18%

The table reveals that while TV broadcasting remains the largest stream in absolute terms, the fastest-

growing stream into 2023-2026 is hospitality and ticket sales - budgeted to more than triple from $949M to

$3.1B. This single shift accounts for much of FIFA's projected cycle revenue growth. Marketing rights also
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grow strongly (to $2.69B), while licensing is projected to dip slightly to $669M, reflecting the loss of the EA

Sports video game naming deal. The full FIFA total revenue context is in our FIFA total revenue analysis.

2019-2022 Breakdown

TV 45%, Marketing 24%, Hospitality 12.5% - FIFA's 2019-2022 Revenue

Mix

FIFA revenue by stream 2019 2022 cycle breakdown TV broadcasting marketing licensing hospitality

percent FIFA Revenue by Stream - 2019-2022 Cycle ($7.57B Total) TV Broadcasting: $3,426M (45%).

Marketing Rights: $1,795M (24%). Hospitality/Tickets: $949M (12.5%). Licensing: $769M (10%). Other:

$629M (8.5%). TV is by far the dominant stream. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. 45%from TV

The dominance of TV broadcasting (45%) reflects the fundamental economics of the World Cup: it is must-

watch live television with global audiences in the billions, and broadcasters compete fiercely for exclusive

territorial rights. No other stream comes close - TV broadcasting alone ($3.43B) is nearly double the

second-largest stream, marketing rights ($1.8B). The combined "rights-based" streams (TV + marketing +

licensing) account for about 79% of FIFA revenue, confirming that FIFA's core business model is selling

commercial rights around its tournaments rather than direct consumer sales. The global audience that

underpins these broadcasting deals is reflected in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Streams by Cycle

How Each FIFA Revenue Stream Has Grown Across Three Cycles 2015-2026

FIFA revenue stream growth comparison 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 cycle TV marketing hospitality

grouped FIFA Revenue Streams Compared Across 3 Cycles (USD Millions) TV: $3,127M (15-18) to $3,426M

(19-22) to $4,263M (23-26). Marketing: $1,660M to $1,795M to $2,693M. Hospitality: $712M to $949M to

$3,097M (surge). Licensing: $600M to $769M to $669M. Source: FIFA official publications. 3xhospitality

growth

2015-2018 2019-2022 2023-2026 (budget)

The grouped comparison shows hospitality and ticket sales as the standout growth stream - more than

tripling across the three cycles from $712M to a budgeted $3.1B. No other stream shows anything close to

this growth trajectory, making it the defining story of FIFA's evolving revenue mix. This is the single biggest

structural change in FIFA's revenue mix. TV broadcasting grows steadily but modestly (a 36% increase
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across the period), while marketing rights accelerate into 2023-2026 (+50% to $2.69B). Licensing is the

only stream projected to decline, due to the EA Sports deal ending. The total cost of hosting these

tournaments is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

TV Broadcasting

$3.43 Billion from TV - FIFA's Broadcasting Rights by Region

FIFA TV broadcasting rights revenue region Europe Asia North America South America 2019 2022 FIFA TV

Broadcasting Revenue by Region - 2019-2022 ($3.43B) Europe: $1,061M (largest). Asia and North Africa:

$1,025M. North America: $519M. South/Central America: $352M. Other regions: $103M. US (Fox) alone

paid $400M+ through 2022. Source: FIFA official publications 2022, WorldCupRadar. $1.06BEurope (top)

45%of total revenue

Europe is FIFA's largest broadcasting market at $1.06 billion, reflecting the continent's deep football

culture, high disposable incomes, and competitive broadcast market where multiple networks bid for World

Cup rights. Asia and North Africa together are a very close second at $1.03 billion, demonstrating football's

genuinely global broadcast appeal beyond its traditional European heartland. In the United States, Fox

reportedly paid over $400 million for exclusive rights through the 2022 tournament, outbidding ESPN.

These long-term multi-cycle deals give FIFA stable, predictable revenue. FIFA's TV contracts were set

through the 2026 World Cup, and the organisation has already contracted 43% of broadcasting rights for

the following 2027-2030 cycle. The global economy context for these broadcasting markets is in our global

economy analysis.

Marketing Rights

$1.8 Billion from Sponsorships - FIFA's Marketing Rights Partners and

Tiers

Marketing rights - FIFA's sponsorship and partnership revenue - generated $1.8 billion in the 2019-2022

cycle, 24% of total revenue and exceeding budget by $29 million. FIFA structures its sponsorship

programme in tiers: FIFA Partners (top-tier global sponsors like Coca-Cola, adidas, Visa, Hyundai/Kia,

Wanda Group, Qatar Airways, and QatarEnergy) pay an estimated $70-100 million annually each. Below

them are World Cup Sponsors (like Budweiser, McDonald's, and Crypto.com) and Regional Supporters.

FIFA marketing rights sponsorship revenue growth 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 budget projection FIFA

Marketing Rights Revenue Growth - 2015-2018 to 2023-2026 ($M) 2015-2018: $1,660M. 2019-2022:
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$1,795M (+8%). 2023-2026 budget: $2,693M (+50%). For Qatar 2022, all 32 available sponsorship

packages were sold across global and regional tiers. Source: FIFA official publications, trackk.in 2026.

$2.69B2023-26 budget

Marketing rights are projected to surge 50% to $2.69 billion in the 2023-2026 cycle, making sponsorships

an increasingly important part of FIFA's revenue model. This growth comes despite - or perhaps because

of - the controversies that have surrounded recent World Cups, demonstrating that the commercial value

of associating a brand with the world's biggest sporting event remains undiminished. New sponsor

categories, including cryptocurrency firms like Crypto.com at Qatar 2022, have expanded the pool of

potential FIFA partners. The expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup, with more matches and a larger global

footprint across the USA, Mexico, and Canada, offers sponsors greater exposure - justifying higher fees.

Despite past corruption scandals that affected FIFA's reputation in the mid-2010s, commercial interest has

remained strong, demonstrating the unmatched marketing value of the World Cup. The media brand value

context is relevant to understanding sponsor appetite for FIFA properties.

Hospitality & Tickets

$949M to $3.1B - The Hospitality and Ticket Sales Surge

FIFA hospitality ticket sales revenue 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 surge in-house model growth FIFA

Hospitality and Ticket Sales Revenue - The Fastest-Growing Stream 2015-2018: $712M. 2019-2022: $949M

($686M tickets + $243M hospitality). 2023-2026 budget: $3,097M. Hospitality up 64% in 2022 vs 2018

after moving in-house. ~3M tickets sold Qatar 2022 at ~$280 avg. Source: FIFA official publications,

arthnova 2026. $3.1B2023-26 budget +226%vs 2019-22

Hospitality and ticket sales is FIFA's fastest-growing stream, budgeted to more than triple to $3.1 billion for

2023-2026. The key driver is FIFA's strategic shift away from outsourcing hospitality to partners (under a

rights-fee model) toward running the programme internally - capturing the full profit margin rather than just

a fee. Hospitality revenue alone jumped 64% in 2022 versus 2018 after this change. The larger stadiums

and higher ticket prices of the 2026 World Cup in North America are expected to push this stream even

higher - some economists predict total ticketing and hospitality could approach $9 billion. The tourism

impact of these ticket-buying fans is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Licensing
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$769M from Licensing - Up 28% Despite Losing the EA Sports Deal

FIFA licensing rights revenue 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 EA Sports Panini merchandise royalties FIFA

Licensing Rights Revenue - 2015-2018 to 2023-2026 ($M) 2015-2018: $600M. 2019-2022: $769M (+28%).

2023-2026 budget: $669M (-13%, EA Sports deal lost). Licensees: Panini (stickers/cards), Hublot, Louis

Vuitton, Taittinger. EA paid ~$150M/year until FIFA 23. Source: FIFA official, arthnova 2026. $769M2019-22

peak

Licensing rights - royalties FIFA earns from companies using its brand on merchandise - grew 28% to $769

million in 2019-2022, a notable achievement given that FIFA lost its long-running EA Sports video game

partnership (worth approximately $150 million annually) when that deal expired after FIFA 23 in 2023. FIFA

ran its largest-ever licensing and retail programme at Qatar 2022, launching the permanent FIFA Store at

Doha airport and the fifastore.com e-commerce platform. For 2023-2026, licensing is budgeted to dip to

$669 million, reflecting the EA Sports loss, though FIFA's enhanced 365-day digital marketplace strategy

aims to offset this. The internet companies revenue context is relevant to FIFA's digital licensing ambitions.

2023-2026 Shift

The 2023-2026 Revenue Mix Shift - Hospitality Overtakes Marketing

FIFA 2023 2026 revenue stream budget mix hospitality marketing TV broadcasting shift projection FIFA

2023-2026 Budgeted Revenue Mix ($11B Original Budget) TV Broadcasting: $4,263M (39%).

Hospitality/Tickets: $3,097M (28%). Marketing: $2,693M (24%). Licensing: $669M (6%). Other: $278M

(3%). Hospitality leaps to 2nd place, overtaking marketing. Source: FIFA official publications 2022 budget.

28%hospitality share

The 2023-2026 budget reveals a fundamental shift in FIFA's revenue mix. While TV broadcasting remains

the largest stream, its share drops from 45% to 39% as hospitality and ticket sales leap to second place

(28%), overtaking marketing rights (24%). This is the first time a non-broadcasting, non-marketing stream

has become so prominent in FIFA's revenue. The shift reflects both the in-house hospitality model and the

revenue potential of the expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup in large North American stadiums. The 2026

tournament format and overview is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Note that this $11 billion budget breakdown was the original 2022 projection; FIFA revised the total cycle

revenue up to $13 billion in 2024, and some economists forecast $15 billion or more. The stream-by-stream

split of the revised $13 billion budget has not been published in the same detail, but FIFA has indicated the

upside comes disproportionately from ticketing and hospitality, suggesting that stream could ultimately
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represent an even larger share than the 28% shown in the original budget. The additional revenue is

expected to come disproportionately from ticketing and hospitality, which could push that stream's share

even higher than the budgeted 28%. The detailed winner odds for teams competing in this record-revenue

tournament are in our World Cup 2026 winner probability analysis.

Revenue Per Match

$90 Million Per Match - How FIFA Revenue Breaks Down by World Cup

Game

One striking way to understand FIFA's revenue streams is on a per-match basis. The Qatar 2022 World Cup

generated approximately $5.77 billion across 64 matches - around $90 million per match. With the 2026

World Cup expanding to 104 matches (up from 64), the per-match economics shift: even if total revenue

rises to $13 billion, that spreads across more games. However, the marquee matches (final, semi-finals)

command far higher broadcasting and hospitality value than group-stage games.

FIFA revenue per match World Cup 2022 2026 broadcasting hospitality ticket value comparison FIFA World

Cup Revenue Per Match - 2022 vs 2026 Estimate 2022: $5.77B over 64 matches = ~$90M/match. 2026:

$13B cycle (incl Club WC) - World Cup portion over 104 matches. Ticket/hospitality per match 2022:

~$14.5M. 2026 budget implies ~$30M/match ticket revenue. Source: Fortune, FIFA official 2026. +-15%.

$90Mper match 2022 104matches 2026

The per-match revenue of approximately $90 million far exceeds any domestic league. By comparison,

even the most valuable single sporting events - the Super Bowl, the Champions League final - generate

less per match in direct revenue to their governing bodies. This per-match value explains why broadcasters

and sponsors pay premium prices for World Cup association: the concentration of global attention on a

handful of matches creates unmatched commercial value. The biggest social media platforms that amplify

these matches globally are in our social media statistics and facts analysis. The detailed tournament

structure is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

The shift toward hospitality and ticket revenue in the 2023-2026 cycle also changes the per-match

economics. Where broadcasting revenue is largely fixed by multi-year contracts regardless of individual

match outcomes, hospitality and ticket revenue scales with stadium capacity and demand. The large North

American stadiums of 2026 - some holding over 80,000 spectators - offer substantially more matchday

revenue potential per game than Qatar's smaller venues. This is a key reason FIFA's hospitality and ticket

budget surged to $3.1 billion. The host city and stadium details are relevant to understanding this matchday
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revenue potential.

Why TV Dominates

Why Television Broadcasting Is FIFA's Financial Engine

Television broadcasting rights have been FIFA's largest revenue stream for decades, and understanding

why reveals the core of FIFA's business model. The World Cup is the most-watched sporting event on the

planet - the 2022 final alone drew an estimated 1.5 billion viewers globally. This massive, concentrated

audience makes World Cup broadcasting rights extraordinarily valuable to networks, who can sell premium

advertising around the matches and use the content to attract subscribers.

FIFA TV broadcasting why dominant compared other streams World Cup final viewers audience billions

Why TV Dominates - Broadcasting vs Every Other Stream Combined (2019-2022) TV Broadcasting:

$3,426M. All other streams combined: $4,142M (marketing + hospitality + licensing + other). TV is nearly

double the next single stream. World Cup 2022 final: ~1.5 billion viewers globally. Source: FIFA official

publications 2022. 1.5Bfinal viewers

Broadcasters compete aggressively for exclusive territorial rights because the World Cup is genuinely

must-watch live content in an era when most television viewing has fragmented across streaming platforms

and on-demand services. Live sport - and the World Cup above all - remains one of the few programming

categories that reliably delivers huge simultaneous audiences. This scarcity value is why Fox paid over

$400 million for US rights through 2022, and why European broadcasters collectively paid over $1 billion

for the same cycle.

FIFA has increasingly moved toward selling rights directly and bringing media sales in-house to capture

more value. For the 2023-2026 cycle, FIFA established a fully insourced media sales force to deliver

efficiencies and better serve its commercial obligations. This mirrors the strategy used in hospitality -

cutting out intermediaries to retain a larger share of revenue. The internet companies and streaming

platforms increasingly bidding for sports rights are reshaping this market, as seen with the DAZN deal for

the 2025 Club World Cup.

The structure of broadcasting deals also gives FIFA financial stability. Multi-cycle contracts mean FIFA

knows much of its broadcasting revenue years in advance - it had already contracted $6.11 billion of its

2019-2022 target by the end of 2021, and has contracted 43% of 2027-2030 broadcasting rights before

the 2026 tournament has even started. This forward visibility allows FIFA to budget development spending

and tournament investments with confidence. The global economy backdrop for these broadcasting
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markets is in our global economy analysis.

Other Revenue

FIFA's "Other" Revenue Stream - The $629 Million You Don't Hear About

Beyond the four headline streams, FIFA earns substantial "other" revenue - $629 million in the 2019-2022

cycle, actually larger than the licensing stream. This category includes income from the FIFA Quality

Programme (which certifies footballs, pitches, and equipment), the Olympic Football Tournaments, the sale

of video and archive rights, the FIFA Museum in Zurich, and financial penalties imposed on associations

and clubs for rule breaches and disciplinary matters.

FIFA other revenue stream breakdown Quality Programme Olympic football video rights museum penalties

2019 2022 FIFA "Other" Revenue Growth and Components 2015-2026 ($M) 2015-2018: $322M. 2019-

2022: $629M (+95%, fastest growth). 2023-2026 budget: $278M. Components: FIFA Quality Programme,

Olympic Football Tournaments, video/archive rights, FIFA Museum, disciplinary penalties. Source: FIFA

official publications. $629M2019-22 peak +95%fastest growth

The "other" stream grew 95% from $322 million in 2015-2018 to $629 million in 2019-2022 - the fastest

percentage growth of any stream in that period. Much of this growth came from FIFA's expanding portfolio

of activities and improved monetisation of its intellectual property and archive content. However, for the

2023-2026 budget, "other" revenue is projected to fall back to $278 million, reflecting the variable and

somewhat unpredictable nature of this category.

Interestingly, this "other" stream is set to be dwarfed in 2023-2026 by the surging hospitality and ticket

revenue, illustrating how FIFA's revenue mix is consolidating around a few major streams (TV, hospitality,

marketing) while smaller streams like "other" and licensing become proportionally less significant. The

media brand value of FIFA's properties underpins much of this miscellaneous income. The internet

companies revenue landscape that FIFA increasingly competes within for digital rights is in our internet

companies revenue analysis.

It is worth noting that FIFA, as a non-profit, reinvests all of this revenue - across every stream - back into

football. The record streams of the 2019-2022 cycle funded a $1.75 billion FIFA Forward 2.0 development

programme, World Cup prize money, the Club Benefit Programme, and over $1 billion in COVID-19 relief.

The way these streams translate into payments to teams and clubs is in our FIFA World Cup investment and

spending analysis.
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Key Statistics

FIFA Revenue by Stream - Key Statistics 2015-2026

FIFA revenue stream share evolution 2015 2018 2019 2022 2023 2026 TV marketing hospitality trend FIFA

Revenue Stream Share Evolution Across 3 Cycles (%) TV share: 49% (15-18) to 45% (19-22) to 39% (23-

26). Hospitality share: 11% to 12.5% to 28%. Marketing: 26% to 24% to 24%. TV declining as a share while

hospitality surges. Source: FIFA official publications. 39%TV share 2026

45% TVTV Broadcasting - FIFA's Dominant Stream at $3.43 Billion (2019-2022)Television broadcasting

rights generated $3.43B (45%) in 2019-2022, up 10% on the prior cycle. Europe largest market ($1.06B).

Set to grow to $4.26B in 2023-2026 but decline in share to 39% as hospitality surges. Source: FIFA official

publications 2022. +226% HospHospitality and Tickets - Fastest Growing, $949M to Budgeted

$3.1BHospitality and ticket sales is budgeted to more than triple from $949M (2019-2022) to $3.1B (2023-

2026) - a +226% increase. Driven by the in-house model and larger 2026 stadiums. Source: FIFA official

publications. $70-100MFIFA Partner Sponsorship - Annual Fee Paid by Top-Tier SponsorsFIFA Partners

(Coca-Cola, adidas, Visa, Hyundai/Kia) pay an estimated $70-100M annually each. All 32 sponsorship

packages sold for Qatar 2022. Marketing rights total budgeted at $2.69B for 2023-2026. Source: arthnova,

FIFA official 2026. -$150M/yrEA Sports Loss - The Video Game Naming Deal That Ended After FIFA 23EA

Sports paid FIFA approximately $150M annually for the FIFA video game naming rights until the deal ended

after FIFA 23 in 2023. Despite this loss, licensing still grew 28% to $769M in 2019-2022. Source: arthnova

2026. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Revenue by Stream

Television broadcasting rights - $3.43 billion (45%) of the 2019-2022 cycle total. Broadcasters worldwide

pay for exclusive rights to show World Cup matches in their territory, competing fiercely because the World

Cup is must-watch live content with billions of viewers. Marketing rights (sponsorships) are second at $1.8

billion (24%), followed by hospitality/tickets ($949M) and licensing ($769M). Source: FIFA official

publications 2022.

$3.43 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle (45% of total), up 10% on the prior cycle. Europe was the largest

market at $1.06 billion. Fox paid over $400 million for US rights through 2022. Budgeted to grow to $4.26B

in 2023-2026. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.
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$1.8 billion in marketing rights in 2019-2022 (24% of revenue). FIFA Partners like Coca-Cola, adidas, and

Visa pay $70-100 million annually each. All 32 sponsorship packages were sold for Qatar 2022. Projected

$2.69 billion for 2023-2026. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

$949 million in 2019-2022 - $686M from tickets and $243M from hospitality. Almost 3 million tickets were

sold for Qatar 2022. This stream is budgeted to surge to $3.1 billion for 2023-2026 as FIFA runs hospitality

in-house. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

$769 million in 2019-2022 (10% of revenue), up 28% despite losing the EA Sports video game deal

(~$150M/year). Licensees include Panini, Hublot, and Louis Vuitton. Budgeted to dip to $669M for 2023-

2026. Source: FIFA official publications, arthnova 2026.

Hospitality and ticket sales - budgeted to more than triple from $949M (2019-2022) to $3.1B (2023-2026),

a +226% increase. The growth comes from FIFA running hospitality in-house and the larger 2026 World

Cup stadiums. Source: FIFA official publications.

EA Sports and FIFA ended their long-running partnership after FIFA 23 in 2023. EA had paid

approximately $150 million annually for the FIFA video game naming rights. EA now produces the game as

"EA Sports FC", while FIFA seeks new gaming partners. This is why licensing revenue is budgeted to dip in

2023-2026. Source: arthnova 2026.

FIFA's five revenue streams are: (1) TV broadcasting rights, (2) marketing rights (sponsorships), (3)

hospitality and ticket sales, (4) licensing rights, and (5) other income (FIFA Quality Programme, Olympic

football, video and archive rights, FIFA Museum, penalties). TV broadcasting is the largest at 45%

($3.43B), and the combined rights-based streams (TV + marketing + licensing) make up about 79% of total

FIFA revenue. Source: FIFA official publications.

The biggest shift is hospitality and tickets overtaking marketing to become the second-largest stream

(28% vs 24%). TV broadcasting remains largest but its share drops from 45% to 39%. This reflects the in-

house hospitality model and larger 2026 stadiums. Source: FIFA official publications.

In 2019-2022: TV $3.43B (45%), marketing $1.8B (24%), hospitality/tickets $949M (12.5%), licensing

$769M (10%), other $629M (8.5%) - totalling the record $7.57B. The combined rights-based streams (TV

+ marketing + licensing) make up about 79% of FIFA revenue, confirming that selling commercial rights

around tournaments is FIFA's core business. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

Sources
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FIFA Annual Report 2022 - 2019-2022 Revenue by Stream - Primary source for stream breakdown: TV

$3.43B (45%), marketing $1.8B, licensing $769M, regional TV data. +-0%.

Statista - Revenue of FIFA by Stream 2015-2023 - Source for stream-by-stream comparison across cycles.

Original data from FIFA. Updated 2024-2026. +-0%.

Arthnova - How FIFA Makes $7 Billion (January 2026) - Source for licensing detail ($769M, +28%, EA

Sports loss), hospitality breakdown ($243M, +64%), ticket sales detail. Published January 3, 2026.

Trackk - FIFA Business Model (January 2026) - Source for marketing rights ($1,795M to $2,693M

projection), licensing projection ($669M), ticketing/hospitality split ($686M + $243M). Published January

17, 2026.

FIFA reports revenue by 4-year cycle as most income arrives in the World Cup year. Stream figures are

cycle totals. 2015-2018 = $6,421M, 2019-2022 = $7,568M, 2023-2026 = $11,000M original budget (revised

to $13,000M in 2024). Stream splits +-2%. 2023-2026 stream figures are original budget projections. All

figures USD. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

FIFA: revenue from marketing rights 2003-2026
Updated May 30, 2026 · businesstats.com/fifa-revenue-from-marketing-rights-worldwide

$1.8B
2019-2022 MARKETING RIGHTS - 24%

OF TOTAL FIFA REVENUE

$2.69B
2023-2026 BUDGET - UP 50%, FIFA'S

FASTEST-GROWING MAJOR STREAM

$714M
2003-2006 - WHERE THE MODERN

MARKETING ERA BEGAN

$70-100M
FIFA PARTNER ANNUAL FEE - COCA-

COLA, ADIDAS, VISA

3 tiers
PARTNERS, WORLD CUP SPONSORS,

REGIONAL SUPPORTERS

32
SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES SOLD OUT

FOR QATAR 2022

Overview

FIFA revenue from marketing rights worldwide from 2003 to 2026

Marketing rights - FIFA's revenue from sponsorships and partnerships - is the organisation's second-

largest income stream after television broadcasting. It has grown steadily from $714 million in the 2003-

2006 cycle to $1.8 billion in 2019-2022, and is budgeted to reach a record $2.69 billion in the 2023-2026

cycle. Companies pay FIFA for the right to associate their brands with the World Cup and access FIFA's

intellectual property, reaching the tournament's global audience of billions. This makes marketing rights

one of the most commercially valuable sponsorship platforms in the world, rivalled only by the Olympic

Games. The complete breakdown of all FIFA revenue streams is in our FIFA revenue by stream analysis.

FIFA structures its sponsorship programme in tiers. At the top are FIFA Partners - global sponsors like

Coca-Cola, adidas, and Visa who pay an estimated $70-100 million annually each for the highest level of

association. Below them are World Cup Sponsors (tournament-specific deals) and Regional Supporters

(territory-specific deals). This tiered structure, introduced after the 2006 World Cup, allows FIFA to

maximise sponsorship revenue across different levels of brand commitment - from global year-round

association down to single-tournament or single-region deals. It was a deliberate commercial innovation

that transformed FIFA's sponsorship income. The total FIFA revenue context is in our FIFA total revenue

2015-2026 analysis.

Like broadcasting, marketing rights revenue is recognised when FIFA events are broadcast, so it is

concentrated in the World Cup year and best analysed across the full four-year cycle. FIFA itself states that
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a year-on-year comparison is "not meaningful". The biggest growth is projected for 2023-2026, when

marketing rights are budgeted to jump 50% - driven by the expanded 48-team World Cup, new women's

football sponsorship deals, and new esports tiers. The investment and spending picture for the 2026

tournament is in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis.

FIFA marketing rights revenue overview 2003 to 2026 cycle sponsorship second largest stream billions

FIFA Marketing Rights at a Glance - 6 Cycles 2003-2026 (USD Millions) 2003-06: $714M. 2007-10:

$1,072M. 2011-14: $1,400M. 2015-18: $1,660M. 2019-22: $1,795M. 2023-26 budget: $2,693M. FIFA's

second-largest revenue stream. Source: FIFA official, Statista 2023. #2revenue stream

$1.8B (2019-22)Marketing Rights Revenue - 24% of Total, Beat Budget by $29MFIFA earned $1.8B from

marketing rights in 2019-2022, 24% of total revenue and $29M above budget. All 32 sponsorship

packages for Qatar 2022 were sold across global and regional tiers. Source: FIFA official publications

2022. $2.69B (2023-26)Budgeted Marketing Rights - Up 50%, the Biggest Cycle Jump EverFor 2023-

2026, marketing rights are budgeted at $2.69B - a 50% increase ($927M more). Driven by the expanded

2026 World Cup, women's football deals, and new esports tiers. Source: FIFA official publications 2022

budget. $70-100MFIFA Partner Annual Fee - The Top Sponsorship TierTop-tier FIFA Partners (Coca-Cola,

adidas, Visa, Hyundai/Kia) pay an estimated $70-100M annually each. The six FIFA Partners paid a

combined ~$730M for the 2014 cycle. Source: FIFA official, Analytic Partners 2025. $714M (2003-

06)Where It Began - Marketing Rights in the 2003-2006 CycleMarketing rights generated $714M in 2003-

2006, before FIFA introduced its tiered sponsorship structure in 2006. Revenue has more than doubled

since, reaching $1.8B by 2019-2022. Source: FIFA official, Statista 2023. Marketing Data Table

FIFA Marketing Rights Revenue by Cycle 2003-2026

FIFA Marketing Rights Revenue by 4-Year Cycle (FIFA Official, Statista) Click any column to sort

CYCLE MARKETING RIGHTS REVENUE WORLD CUP CYCLE GROWTH

2003-2006 $714M Germany 2006 -

2007-2010 $1,072M South Africa 2010 +50%

2011-2014 $1,400M Brazil 2014 +31%

2015-2018 $1,660M Russia 2018 +19%

2019-2022 $1,795M Qatar 2022 +8%
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2023-2026 (budget) $2,693M USA/MEX/CAN 2026 +50%

The table shows consistent growth across every cycle since 2003, with marketing rights revenue rising

from $714 million to a budgeted $2.69 billion - a near four-fold increase over two decades. The largest

jumps came early (the 50% rise from 2003-2006 to 2007-2010 as the tiered structure took effect) and are

projected again for 2023-2026 (another 50% rise). The middle cycles showed steadier single-digit to mid-

teens growth. The full FIFA revenue stream comparison is in our FIFA revenue by stream analysis.

Revenue Growth

$714M to $2.69B - FIFA Marketing Rights Growth 2003-2026

FIFA marketing rights revenue growth 2003 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 2026 cycle sponsorship billions

FIFA Marketing Rights Revenue by Cycle 2003-2026 (USD Millions) 2003-06: $714M. 2007-10: $1,072M.

2011-14: $1,400M. 2015-18: $1,660M. 2019-22: $1,795M. 2023-26 budget: $2,693M. Near four-fold growth

over two decades. Source: FIFA official publications, Statista 2023. $2.69B2023-26 budget

The growth trajectory shows two distinct acceleration phases. The first was 2003-2010, when FIFA

introduced its tiered sponsorship structure after the 2006 World Cup and revenue jumped 50%. The middle

period (2010-2022) saw steady but more modest growth as the sponsorship market matured. The second

acceleration is projected for 2023-2026, driven by the expanded tournament and new sponsorship

categories. The total cost of hosting these tournaments is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup

analysis.

Sponsorship Tiers

FIFA's Three Sponsorship Tiers - Partners, Sponsors, and Supporters

Since 2006, FIFA has structured its marketing programme in three tiers, each offering a different level of

association and price. The top tier, FIFA Partners, provides the highest level of brand association with both

FIFA and all its events year-round - these are global giants like Coca-Cola, adidas, and Visa who pay an

estimated $70-100 million annually. The second tier, World Cup Sponsors, provides rights to a specific

tournament edition, typically costing $65-95 million. The third tier, Regional Supporters, offers territory-

specific rights at lower cost.

FIFA sponsorship tiers Partners World Cup Sponsors Regional Supporters annual fee cost comparison FIFA

Sponsorship Tiers - Estimated Annual Fee per Sponsor ($M) FIFA Partners (Tier 1): $70-100M/year - Coca-
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Cola, adidas, Visa. World Cup Sponsors (Tier 2): $65-95M - Budweiser, McDonald's. Regional Supporters

(Tier 3): lower, territory-specific. Source: FIFA official, arthnova 2026. 3tiers

This tiered structure allows FIFA to maximise revenue by offering different levels of commitment to

different sponsors. A global brand seeking year-round association pays top dollar as a FIFA Partner, while a

brand wanting only World Cup exposure or regional reach can enter at a lower tier. For Qatar 2022, FIFA

successfully sold all 32 available sponsorship packages across all tiers - a complete sell-out that

demonstrated the enduring commercial appeal of the World Cup. The global audience that makes these

sponsorships valuable is reflected in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

FIFA Partners

Coca-Cola, adidas, Visa - Who Are FIFA's Top-Tier Partners?

FIFA's top-tier Partners are among the world's biggest brands, several with decades-long relationships

with FIFA. adidas has been a FIFA Partner since 1970 and Coca-Cola since 1978 - two of the longest-

running sponsorships in sports. Other Partners have included Visa, Hyundai/Kia, Wanda Group (the

Chinese conglomerate), Qatar Airways, and QatarEnergy. These companies pay premium fees for the

exclusive right to associate with FIFA across all its competitions year-round.

FIFA Partners Coca-Cola adidas Visa Hyundai Wanda Qatar Airways longest sponsorship history years FIFA

Partners - How Long Each Has Sponsored FIFA adidas: since 1970 (55+ years). Coca-Cola: since 1978 (47+

years). Visa, Hyundai/Kia, Wanda, Qatar Airways, QatarEnergy: more recent. The longest sports

sponsorships in the world. Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022. 1970adidas since 1978Coca-Cola since

The longevity of these partnerships reflects the unique value of FIFA association. Few sponsorship

relationships in any industry last half a century, yet adidas and Coca-Cola have maintained their FIFA

partnerships across generations of consumers, multiple World Cups, and even periods of FIFA controversy.

For Coca-Cola and adidas, the World Cup has been a cornerstone of global marketing for nearly half a

century. For 2026, FIFA has been signing new and renewed deals, with Coca-Cola, adidas, and Wanda

among the top-tier Partners extended early. New sponsors continue to emerge too - Qatar 2022 added

QatarEnergy as a top-tier Partner and Crypto.com as FIFA's first new American sponsor in over a decade.

The internet companies increasingly entering FIFA sponsorship are in our internet companies revenue

analysis.

Share of Revenue
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24% of FIFA Revenue - Marketing Rights vs Other Streams

FIFA marketing rights share total revenue 24 percent broadcasting hospitality licensing 2019 2022

Marketing Rights vs Other FIFA Revenue Streams - 2019-2022 ($M) TV Broadcasting: $3,426M (45%).

Marketing Rights: $1,795M (24%). Hospitality/Tickets: $949M (12.5%). Licensing: $769M (10%). Other:

$629M (8.5%). Marketing is the solid second stream. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

24%marketing share

Marketing rights at 24% is FIFA's solid second revenue stream, well behind TV broadcasting (45%) but

comfortably ahead of hospitality/tickets (12.5%), licensing (10%), and other income (8.5%). Together,

broadcasting and marketing account for roughly 69% of all FIFA revenue. This 24% share has been

remarkably stable across cycles, even as the absolute dollar figure has grown. For 2023-2026, marketing

rights are projected to maintain roughly this share while growing to $2.69 billion, as the overall FIFA

revenue pie expands. The FIFA broadcasting revenue detail is in our FIFA broadcasting revenue analysis.

2023-2026 Surge

$2.69 Billion Budgeted - The 50% Marketing Rights Surge for 2023-2026

FIFA 2023 2026 marketing rights budget 2693 million increase 927 expanded World Cup women esports

FIFA 2023-2026 Marketing Budget - $2.69B (+$927M vs Prior Cycle) 2019-2022 actual: $1,795M. 2023-

2026 budget: $2,693M. Increase: $927M (+50%). Driven by expanded 48-team World Cup, new women's

football sponsorship deals, and new esports tiers. Source: FIFA official publications 2022 budget.

+$927Mvs 2019-22

The $2.69 billion marketing budget for 2023-2026 represents a 50% increase - one of the biggest

projected jumps in any FIFA revenue stream. Several factors drive this: the expanded 48-team 2026 World

Cup with 104 matches offers sponsors far more exposure; FIFA has launched a dedicated women's football

sponsorship strategy with separate deals; and new esports and digital sponsorship tiers open additional

revenue. FIFA had already contracted 21% of the 2023-2026 marketing target by the end of 2022, well

before the 2026 tournament - reflecting strong early commercial demand and the forward-selling nature of

major sponsorship deals. The 2026 tournament overview is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts

analysis.

Women & Esports
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Women's Football and Esports - FIFA's New Marketing Frontiers

A key driver of FIFA's marketing rights growth for 2023-2026 is the development of new sponsorship

categories beyond the traditional men's World Cup. FIFA has launched a dedicated women's football

sponsorship strategy, signing separate deals for the FIFA Women's World Cup (held in Australia and New

Zealand in 2023). This unbundling of women's football rights allows brands like Visa and Xero to sponsor

women's football specifically, opening a new revenue stream that did not exist in earlier cycles.

FIFA marketing rights new categories women football esports digital sponsorship growth 2023 2026 FIFA

Marketing Growth Drivers 2023-2026 - Where the +$927M Comes From Expanded men's World Cup (48

teams), new women's football deals, new esports/digital tiers, and premium US market together drive the

50% marketing rights increase to $2.69B. Source: FIFA official publications 2022 budget. +50%marketing

growth

Esports and digital sponsorship represent another frontier. FIFA has continued enhancing its digital and

esports landscape, opening new sponsorship tiers that appeal to technology and gaming brands.

Combined with the expanded men's tournament and the premium US market for 2026, these new

categories explain why FIFA is confident in the 50% marketing rights increase. The diversification beyond

the traditional men's World Cup sponsorship reduces FIFA's reliance on a small group of legacy partners.

The biggest social media platforms that amplify these new categories are in our biggest social media

platforms by users analysis.

Why Sponsors Pay

Why Brands Pay Millions to Sponsor FIFA

The reason global brands pay $70-100 million annually to associate with FIFA comes down to reach and

prestige. The World Cup is the most-watched sporting event on the planet - the 2022 tournament drew

over 5 billion viewers globally, with the final alone attracting 1.5 billion. No other marketing platform offers a

single brand simultaneous exposure to such a vast, engaged, global audience. For a brand like Coca-Cola

or Visa seeking worldwide visibility, FIFA sponsorship delivers reach that would be almost impossible to

replicate through conventional advertising.

FIFA World Cup global audience reach viewers billions sponsorship value 2022 final Super Bowl

comparison Why Sponsors Pay - World Cup Global Reach vs Other Events (Viewers, Billions) World Cup

2022 total: 5B+ viewers. WC final: 1.5B. Olympics opening: ~1B. Super Bowl: ~0.12B. Champions League

final: ~0.4B. The World Cup's unmatched reach justifies premium sponsor fees. Source: FIFA official,
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arthnova 2026. 5B+WC 2022 viewers

Beyond raw audience numbers, FIFA sponsorship offers prestige and emotional association. Brands align

themselves with the passion, drama, and global unity of the World Cup, transferring those positive

associations to their products. This emotional connection is particularly valuable for consumer brands

competing in crowded markets. The exclusivity of the top tiers - only a handful of FIFA Partners exist at any

time - adds scarcity value that justifies the premium fees.

However, sponsorship value is not guaranteed. Analysts note that smaller, regional sponsors often struggle

to recoup their investment due to scale limitations and competition from "ambush marketing" by non-

sponsors. Nike, for instance, has historically run high-profile World Cup campaigns without being an official

FIFA Partner, generating buzz that rivals official sponsors at lower cost. The most successful FIFA

sponsorships tend to be the largest global brands with the scale to fully leverage the association. The

global economy context for these sponsorship decisions is in our global economy analysis.

Marketing vs Broadcasting

Marketing Rights vs Broadcasting - FIFA's Two Commercial Pillars

Marketing rights and television broadcasting together form the commercial core of FIFA's revenue,

accounting for around 69% of total income in the 2019-2022 cycle ($3.43B broadcasting + $1.8B

marketing). Both are "rights-based" revenue - FIFA sells access to its intellectual property and the World

Cup platform rather than selling physical products. And both are recognised when events are broadcast,

concentrating in the World Cup year.

The two streams are also commercially linked. Marketing rights for "tangible" sponsorship are calculated

based on broadcast hours - the more the World Cup is broadcast, the more sponsorship exposure is

delivered, and the more those rights are worth. This is why FIFA describes its commercial operation as

"Marketing & TV Broadcasting" - a single integrated function that commercialises the World Cup across

both media and sponsorship channels. The detailed broadcasting revenue analysis is in our FIFA

broadcasting revenue analysis.

FIFA marketing rights versus broadcasting two pillars commercial core 2019 2022 combined share

Marketing + Broadcasting - FIFA's Combined Commercial Core Broadcasting: $3,426M (45%). Marketing:

$1,795M (24%). Combined: $5,221M (69% of revenue). These two rights-based streams are the foundation

of FIFA's commercial model. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. 69%combined share $5.2Bcombined

total
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While broadcasting is the larger of the two, marketing rights are growing faster heading into 2023-2026

(+50% vs broadcasting's +24%). This means marketing rights are gradually closing the gap with

broadcasting as a share of FIFA's commercial revenue. The diversification into women's football and

esports sponsorship is a key part of this acceleration, opening revenue sources that broadcasting has been

slower to develop. The complete revenue stream picture is in our FIFA revenue by stream analysis.

Sponsorship History

The Evolution of FIFA Sponsorship - From 2003 to Today

FIFA's marketing rights model has evolved significantly since 2003. In the early 2000s, before the tiered

structure, FIFA's sponsorship was a simpler arrangement with a smaller number of official partners. The

$714 million generated in the 2003-2006 cycle reflected this less-developed commercial model. The

turning point came after the 2006 World Cup in Germany, when FIFA introduced its three-tier sponsorship

structure - a deliberate strategy to maximise revenue by offering different levels of association at different

price points.

FIFA sponsorship history milestones 2006 tiered structure 2015 corruption scandal growth recovery FIFA

Marketing Rights Through Key Milestones 2003-2026 ($M) 2003-06 $714M (pre-tiers). 2007-10 $1,072M

(+50%, tiers introduced). 2011-14 $1,400M. 2015-18 $1,660M (despite 2015 corruption scandal). 2019-22

$1,795M. 2023-26 $2,693M (diversification). Source: FIFA official, Statista 2023. 2006tiers introduced

2015scandal survived

This restructuring paid off immediately. The 2007-2010 cycle saw marketing rights jump 50% to $1,072

million as the new tiered model attracted more sponsors at more price points. The 2010 South Africa World

Cup, the first on the African continent, drew strong commercial interest despite the global financial crisis.

By the 2011-2014 cycle, marketing rights had reached $1,400 million, with the six FIFA Partners alone

paying an estimated $730 million combined for the 2014 Brazil tournament.

The mid-2010s brought challenges. The 2015 corruption scandal, which saw numerous FIFA officials

indicted and led to President Sepp Blatter's resignation, made sponsors harder to sign and damaged FIFA's

commercial reputation. Several major sponsors declined to renew. Yet marketing rights still grew to $1,660

million in 2015-2018, demonstrating the underlying resilience of World Cup commercial value even through

reputational crisis. The investment budget context is in our FIFA World Cup investment budget analysis.

Today, FIFA's sponsorship is more diversified than ever, with new sponsor categories (cryptocurrency,

technology), new geographic sources (Qatari and Chinese brands), and new properties (women's football,
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esports). This diversification reduces FIFA's dependence on any single sponsor or sector and underpins

the confident 50% growth projection for 2023-2026. The 2026 tournament that anchors this growth is in

our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Ambush Marketing

Ambush Marketing - The Threat to FIFA Sponsorship Value

One persistent challenge to FIFA's marketing rights model is "ambush marketing" - when non-sponsor

brands run campaigns that associate themselves with the World Cup without paying official sponsorship

fees. The most famous example is Nike, which has repeatedly run major World Cup campaigns despite

adidas being the official FIFA Partner. During the 2010 World Cup, Nike's ambush campaign reportedly

generated more buzz than any official sponsor, raising questions about the value of paying premium fees

for official status.

Ambush marketing matters because it directly undermines the exclusivity that justifies FIFA's high

sponsorship fees. If a non-sponsor can achieve similar brand association at a fraction of the cost, the

premium that official sponsors pay becomes harder to justify. FIFA and host nations have responded with

strict regulations around stadiums and host cities, restricting non-sponsor advertising and protecting

official partners' exclusive rights within designated zones.

FIFA sponsorship official versus ambush marketing brand value exclusivity protection sponsor tier Why

Scale Matters - Sponsor Activation Budget by Tier (Illustrative) Large FIFA Partners can both pay fees and

invest heavily in activation, defending against ambushers. Smaller regional sponsors struggle to fully

leverage rights. The biggest global brands extract the most value from official status. Illustrative, based on

industry analysis. Scaledrives value

Despite these efforts, ambush marketing remains a structural challenge, particularly for smaller official

sponsors who lack the marketing budgets to fully activate their rights and defend against ambushers. This

is one reason the most successful FIFA sponsorships tend to be the largest global brands - they have the

scale to both pay the fees and invest heavily in activation that maximises the value of official status. The

largest social media platforms where much of this marketing battle now plays out are in our biggest social

media platforms by users analysis.

For FIFA, the challenge is to keep official sponsorship sufficiently valuable that brands continue to pay

premium fees rather than pursuing ambush strategies. The expanded reach of the 2026 World Cup, the

new women's football and esports properties, and ever-stricter brand protection rules are all part of FIFA's
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strategy to maintain the value of official marketing rights and justify the projected $2.69 billion in 2023-

2026 revenue. The full revenue context is in our FIFA total revenue analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA Marketing Rights - Key Statistics 2003-2026

FIFA marketing rights revenue trend growth line 2003 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 2026 cumulative FIFA

Marketing Rights Revenue Trend 2003-2026 (USD Millions) Steady upward trend: $714M to $1,072M to

$1,400M to $1,660M to $1,795M to $2,693M. Near four-fold growth over six cycles. Biggest jumps at the

start (tiered structure) and end (expansion). Source: FIFA official publications, Statista 2023. 3.8x2003 to

2026

$1.8B2019-2022 Marketing Rights - 24% of FIFA's Total RevenueMarketing rights generated $1.8B (24%)

in 2019-2022, $29M above budget. All 32 sponsorship packages for Qatar 2022 were sold. FIFA's solid

second revenue stream after broadcasting. Source: FIFA official publications 2022. +50%2023-2026

Growth - The Fastest-Growing Major FIFA StreamMarketing rights are budgeted to grow 50% to $2.69B for

2023-2026 (+$927M). Driven by the expanded 48-team World Cup, women's football deals, and new

esports tiers. Source: FIFA official publications. 55+ yearsadidas Partnership - One of the Longest in Sports

Historyadidas has been a FIFA Partner since 1970 (55+ years) and Coca-Cola since 1978 (47+ years).

These are among the longest-running sponsorships in world sport, reflecting the unique value of FIFA

association. Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022. 3.8xTwo-Decade Growth - Marketing Rights from

$714M to $2.69BFIFA's marketing rights revenue grew nearly four-fold from $714M (2003-2006) to a

budgeted $2.69B (2023-2026), reflecting the rising commercial value of the World Cup. Source: FIFA

official publications, Statista 2023. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Marketing Rights

$1.8 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle (24% of total revenue), grown from $714 million in 2003-2006 - a near

four-fold increase over two decades. For 2023-2026, marketing rights are budgeted at $2.69 billion, a 50%

increase ($927M more). It is FIFA's second-largest revenue stream after television broadcasting. Source:

FIFA official publications 2022.

Top-tier FIFA Partners pay an estimated $70-100 million annually each. Second-tier World Cup Sponsors

pay around $65-95 million per tournament, and third-tier Regional Supporters pay less for territory-specific

rights. The six FIFA Partners paid an estimated $730 million combined for the 2014 cycle. These are
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industry estimates, as FIFA does not publish individual sponsor fees. Source: FIFA official, Analytic

Partners.

Top-tier Partners include Coca-Cola (since 1978), adidas (since 1970), Visa, Hyundai/Kia, Wanda Group,

Qatar Airways, and QatarEnergy. World Cup Sponsors include Budweiser, McDonald's, and Crypto.com.

Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022.

Budgeted to grow 50% to $2.69 billion, driven by the expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup, a new

women's football sponsorship strategy, new esports tiers, and the premium US market. The larger

tournament offers sponsors greater global exposure. Source: FIFA official publications 2022.

FIFA's three tiers are: (1) FIFA Partners - top global sponsors with year-round association across all FIFA

events ($70-100M/year); (2) World Cup Sponsors - deals tied to a specific tournament edition ($65-95M);

(3) Regional Supporters - territory-specific deals at lower cost. This structure was introduced after the

2006 World Cup and immediately boosted revenue 50%. Source: FIFA official, Analytic Partners.

Since 1978 - over 47 years. adidas has been a FIFA Partner even longer, since 1970 (55+ years). These are

among the longest-running sponsorships in world sport, reflecting the unique global marketing value of

FIFA and the World Cup. Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022.

From $714M (2003-06) to $1,072M (2007-10) to $1,400M (2011-14) to $1,660M (2015-18) to $1,795M

(2019-22) to a budgeted $2,693M (2023-26) - a near four-fold (3.8x) increase over two decades. The

biggest jumps came at the start (the tiered structure) and the projected end (tournament expansion plus

new categories). Source: FIFA official publications, Statista 2023.

Yes - all 32 available sponsorship packages were sold across global and regional tiers for Qatar 2022.

New sponsors included QatarEnergy (top tier) and Crypto.com (FIFA's first new American sponsor in over a

decade). Marketing rights beat budget by $29M. Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022.

Marketing rights are sponsorship deals where brands pay to associate with FIFA ($1.8B, 24%).

Broadcasting rights are media deals where TV networks pay to show matches ($3.43B, 45%).

Broadcasting is larger, but both are recognised when events are broadcast. Source: FIFA official

publications 2022.

Yes. FIFA launched a dedicated women's football sponsorship strategy, signing separate deals for the FIFA

Women's World Cup (Australia/New Zealand 2023). This unbundling lets brands sponsor women's football

specifically, opening a new revenue stream that helps drive the 50% marketing growth for 2023-2026.

Source: FIFA official, Al Jazeera 2022.
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Sources

Statista - FIFA Revenue from Marketing Rights Worldwide 2003-2022 - Primary source for marketing rights

by cycle. Original data from FIFA. Published February 2023, accessed 2026. +-0%.

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - Revenue from Marketing Rights - Source for sponsorship tier structure, value-

in-kind revenue, cycle methodology. Published 2023. +-0%.

Analytic Partners - FIFA World Cup Sponsorship - Source for tiered structure (introduced 2006), FIFA

Partners combined ~$730M for 2014, 50% growth 2006-2010. Published 2025.

Al Jazeera - FIFA Earns Record Revenue for Qatar World Cup - Source for sponsor names (QatarEnergy,

Crypto.com), women's football strategy, 2026 partner extensions. Published November 2022.

Marketing rights revenue is recognised when FIFA events are broadcast, concentrated in the World Cup

year. Figures shown are cycle totals. 2003-06 $714M, 2007-10 $1,072M, 2011-14 $1,400M, 2015-18

$1,660M, 2019-22 $1,795M, 2023-26 $2,693M budget. Sponsor fee estimates ($70-100M) are industry

estimates, not official. 2023-26 is original budget. All figures USD. Not investment advice.
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S T A T I S T I C S  R E P O R T

Revenue: hotel rights, catering, and ticket sales

of FIFA 2008-2022
Updated May 25, 2026 · businesstats.com/rights-hotel-catering-fifa-world

$929M
2022 RECORD - QATAR WC YEAR

($686M TICKETS + $243M

HOSPITALITY)

$5M
NON-WC YEAR AVERAGE - DROPS 99%

BETWEEN WORLD CUPS

+35%
GROWTH FROM RUSSIA 2018 ($689M)

TO QATAR 2022 ($929M)

$3.1B
2026 PROJECTED TICKET REVENUE

ALONE (+352% VS 2022)

$686M
QATAR 2022 TICKET SALES - 2.45M

TICKETS AT ~$280 AVERAGE

$243M
QATAR 2022 HOSPITALITY - +64% VS

RUSSIA 2018 ($148M)

Overview

Revenue from hotel, restaurant, and ticket sales rights of the Federation

Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) worldwide between 2008 and

2022

FIFA's revenue from hotel/hospitality rights, catering, and ticket sales is the most cyclical of all FIFA income

streams. In World Cup years, this revenue spikes to hundreds of millions as stadiums fill with paying

spectators and premium hospitality packages sell out. In non-World Cup years, it drops to near zero as

FIFA has no comparable stadium-based events generating ticket and hospitality income.

The 2022 Qatar World Cup set a new record at $929 million combined - $686 million from ticket sales and

$243 million from hospitality rights. This represented a 35% increase over Russia 2018 ($689 million:

$541M tickets + $148M hospitality) and a 44% increase over Brazil 2014 ($647 million: $527M tickets +

$120M hospitality). The World Cup winner odds context for these tournaments is in our World Cup winner

odds analysis.

A key shift occurred in 2022: FIFA moved hospitality operations in-house rather than outsourcing to Match

Hospitality AG. This strategic change allowed FIFA to capture full hospitality revenue ($243M) rather than

receiving only a licensing fee. The result was a 64% increase in hospitality revenue ($243M vs $148M in

2018) despite similar total attendance.
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Year-by-Year Revenue

$5M in 2008 to $929M in 2022 - Annual Revenue with World Cup Spikes

FIFA revenue from hotel rights catering and ticket sales 2008 to 2022 - million USD - annual FIFA Hotel,

Catering, and Ticket Sales Revenue - 2008 to 2022 (Million USD) WC years spike: 2010 $291M, 2014

$647M, 2018 $689M, 2022 $929M. Non-WC years: $4-63M. Pre-WC years (odd years ending in 7/9) show

small upticks from advance hospitality sales. Source: FIFA Annual Reports, FIFA Publications. +-2-5%.

$929M2022 - record

World Cup years (revenue spike) Non-World Cup years

The chart illustrates the extreme cyclicality. Revenue in 2022 ($929M) was 186x higher than 2019 ($4M).

This pattern repeats every 4 years - a spike in the World Cup year followed by near-zero revenue for three

years. The pre-WC year (2009, 2013, 2017, 2021) sometimes shows a small uptick from advance hospitality

rights sales and pre-tournament ticket auctions.

Full Data Table

FIFA Hotel, Catering, and Ticket Revenue 2008-2022 - Complete Data

FIFA Revenue from Hotel Rights, Catering, and Ticket Sales 2008-2022 (Million USD)

YEAR REVENUE ($M) WORLD CUP? HOST NOTE

2008 $5M No - Pre-2010 cycle, minimal events

2009 $38M No - Advance 2010 WC hospitality sales

2010 $291M Yes South Africa First African WC. Hospitality via Match AG ($120M)

2011 $5M No - Non-WC year low

2012 $11M No - U-20 Women's WC, small events

2013 $38M No - Confederations Cup + advance 2014 sales

2014 $647M Yes Brazil Tickets $527M + hospitality $120M. 3.43M attendance

2015 $5M No - Non-WC year low

2016 $15M No - Club WC, small events

Revenue: Hotel Rights, Catering, and Ticket Sales of FIFA 2008-2022

businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview Page 266 of 278



2017 $63M No - Confederations Cup + advance 2018 sales

2018 $689M Yes Russia Tickets $541M + hospitality $148M. 3.03M attendance

2019 $4M No - Women's WC (small ticket revenue)

2020 $5M No - COVID-19 pandemic, events cancelled

2021 $12M No - FIFA Arab Cup 2021 ticket sales

2022 $929M Yes Qatar Tickets $686M + hospitality $243M. Record. 3.40M att.

Sources: FIFA Annual Reports 2008-2022, FIFA Publications (Annual Report 2022, Notes 4). All figures in

million USD. Revenue includes hospitality/hotel accommodation rights, catering rights, and match ticket

sales. WC year = FIFA World Cup held. Attendance is total across all matches. +-2-5%.

The 2017 pre-WC year ($63M) stands out as the highest non-WC year, driven by the 2017 Confederations

Cup in Russia (a test event for the 2018 World Cup) which generated ticket revenue plus early hospitality

sales for the main event. The 2020 figure ($5M) reflects the COVID-19 pandemic's devastating impact on

live events.

Tickets vs Hospitality

Tickets $686M, Hospitality $243M in 2022 - How the Revenue Splits

FIFA World Cup ticket sales vs hospitality rights revenue 2010 to 2022 - million USD stacked FIFA World

Cup Revenue Split - Ticket Sales vs Hospitality Rights (Million USD) S.Africa 2010: $171M tickets + $120M

hospitality = $291M. Brazil 2014: $527M + $120M = $647M. Russia 2018: $541M + $148M = $689M. Qatar

2022: $686M + $243M = $929M. Hospitality share grew from 41% (2010) to 26% (2022). Source: FIFA,

WorldCupRadar. +-2-5%. $929M2022 combined

Ticket sales ($M) Hospitality rights ($M) Ticket Sales vs Hospitality Rights - World Cup Year Breakdown

(Million USD)

WORLD CUP TICKETS ($M) HOSPITALITY ($M) TOTAL ($M) TICKETS SOLD AVG PRICE

S. Africa 2010 $171M $120M $291M 3.18M ~$54

Brazil 2014 $527M $120M $647M 3.43M ~$154

Russia 2018 $541M $148M $689M 3.03M ~$179
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Qatar 2022 $686M $243M $929M 2.45M ~$280

USA 2026 (proj) ~$3,097M ~$400M ~$3,497M ~5-6M ~$500+

Average ticket price has risen from approximately $54 (South Africa 2010) to approximately $280 (Qatar

2022) - a 419% increase in 12 years. Despite Qatar selling fewer total tickets (2.45M vs 3.43M in Brazil),

the higher average price and premium hospitality drove record revenue. The 2026 World Cup is projected

to shatter all records with larger US stadiums and expanded 104-match format.

4-Year WC Cycles

$334M (2007-2010) to $950M (2019-2022) - Revenue by 4-Year Cycle

FIFA hotel catering and ticket revenue by 4-year World Cup cycle - million USD FIFA Revenue by 4-Year

World Cup Cycle (Million USD) 2007-2010 (South Africa): $334M. 2011-2014 (Brazil): $701M (+110%). 2015-

2018 (Russia): $772M (+10%). 2019-2022 (Qatar): $950M (+23%). 2023-2026 (USA): ~$3,500M projected.

Source: FIFA Annual Reports. +-5-10%. +184%Growth 2010 to 2022 cycle

The cycle view eliminates the year-to-year noise and shows the underlying growth trend. Each cycle has

grown: +110% (SA to Brazil), +10% (Brazil to Russia), +23% (Russia to Qatar). The Brazil-to-Russia

slowdown (+10%) reflected Russia's lower ticket prices and smaller hospitality market. Qatar's jump

(+23%) was driven by FIFA's decision to run hospitality internally.

Qatar 2022 Record

$929M Record - How Qatar 2022 Generated the Highest Revenue Ever

$686MTicket Sales - 2.45M Tickets at ~$280 Average, 96% Occupancy RateQatar sold 2.45 million tickets

across 64 matches. Average price ~$280 (vs ~$179 in Russia 2018). Stadium occupancy averaged 96%+.

The final at Lusail had the most expensive seats at $1,604. Top ticket-buying nations: Qatar, USA, Saudi

Arabia, England, Mexico. $243MHospitality Rights - +64% vs Russia 2018, FIFA Ran Program InternallyFIFA

moved hospitality in-house for Qatar 2022 (previously outsourced to Match Hospitality AG). This captured

full revenue rather than just a licensing fee. Six hospitality tiers from "Club" to "Pearl Suite." 259,116

hospitality packages sold.

The shift to in-house hospitality was arguably the most important strategic change in FIFA's matchday

revenue model. By running the program directly, FIFA captured 100% of the margin rather than receiving

approximately 15-20% as a licensing fee from Match Hospitality AG. This alone added approximately $95
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million in incremental revenue versus the outsourced model. The social media statistics context for fan

engagement around these events is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

WC Year Growth

$291M (2010) to $929M (2022) - World Cup Year Revenue Growth

FIFA World Cup year hotel catering and ticket revenue growth 2010 to 2022 - million USD FIFA World Cup

Year Revenue Growth - 2010 to 2022 (Million USD) S. Africa 2010: $291M. Brazil 2014: $647M (+122%).

Russia 2018: $689M (+6.5%). Qatar 2022: $929M (+35%). USA 2026 projected: ~$3,497M (+276%).

Source: FIFA, estimates. +-5-10%. +219%Growth 2010-2022

The biggest single jump was 2010 to 2014 (+122%), driven by Brazil's larger stadiums and dramatically

higher ticket prices. The 2014-to-2018 growth was modest (+6.5%) as Russia's smaller economic base

limited premium pricing. Qatar 2022 regained momentum (+35%) through premium hospitality and the

highest average ticket prices ever.

2026 Projection

$3.1B Tickets + $400M Hospitality - Why 2026 Will Shatter Every Record

FIFA projected ticket and hospitality revenue 2026 World Cup vs historical - million USD 2026 Projected vs

Historical - Ticket and Hospitality Revenue ($M) 2010: $291M. 2014: $647M. 2018: $689M. 2022: $929M.

2026 projected: ~$3,497M (+276% vs 2022). Driven by 104 matches (vs 64), larger NFL stadiums (avg

70K vs 45K), higher US ticket prices, and expanded hospitality. Source: FIFA-WTO, industry estimates. +-

15-25%. $3.5B2026 projected total +276%vs Qatar 2022

Why 2026 Ticket/Hospitality Revenue Will Be 3-4x Higher Than 2022

FACTOR QATAR 2022 USA 2026 IMPACT

Total matches 64 104 +63% more matches

Avg stadium capacity ~45,000 ~70,000 +56% more seats per match

Total tickets available ~2.8M ~5-6M ~2x ticket inventory

Avg ticket price ~$280 ~$500+ US premium pricing

Dynamic pricing Limited Full implementation Revenue maximisation
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Hospitality model In-house (new) In-house (refined) Higher margins

The 2026 World Cup will benefit from every revenue driver simultaneously: more matches (104 vs 64),

larger stadiums (NFL venues averaging 70,000 vs Qatar's 45,000), higher prices (US premium market with

dynamic pricing), and refined in-house hospitality. The tourism impact context for these visitors is in our

World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

FIFA has introduced a $60 entry-level ticket tier for 2026 to address affordability concerns. But Category 1

prices for the final at MetLife Stadium have already reached $10,990 in the April 2026 sales phase - up

72% from the original $6,370 face value. The resale market has seen individual final tickets listed at

$143,750 per seat. The host city distribution context is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

Hospitality revenue for 2026 could reach $350-500 million based on corporate demand in the US market,

where premium sports hospitality is a well-established business entertainment category. NFL stadium

suites already command $250,000-1,000,000 per season. World Cup hospitality packages at these same

venues, for a once-in-a-generation event, will command even higher premiums. The investment budget

context is in our FIFA investment budget analysis.

FIFA's total revenue for the 2023-2026 cycle is projected at $10.9 billion. If ticket and hospitality revenue

reaches the estimated $3.5 billion, it would represent approximately 32% of total cycle revenue - up from

13% in the 2019-2022 cycle ($950M of $7,568M). This shift reflects the expanded tournament format

creating more matchday revenue opportunities. The global economy context for these investments is in our

global economy analysis.

Revenue as Share of Total FIFA Income

13% of Total Revenue (2019-2022) - How Tickets and Hospitality Compare

to Other FIFA Income

FIFA 2019-2022 cycle total revenue breakdown by source - billion USD FIFA Revenue Breakdown by

Source - 2019-2022 Cycle ($7.57B Total) Broadcasting: $3.43B (45%). Marketing rights: $1.80B (24%).

Licensing: $0.77B (10%). Hotel/tickets: $0.95B (13%). Other: $0.62B (8%). Source: FIFA Publications,

Inside FIFA. +-2-5%. 13%Hotel/ticket share

Broadcasting rights ($3.43B, 45%) are FIFA's largest revenue source, dwarfing hotel/ticket revenue

($950M, 13%). However, the 2026 expansion could dramatically shift these proportions. With ticket

revenue projected at $3.1B+ and total cycle revenue at $10.9B, the hotel/ticket share could rise to
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approximately 32% - becoming the second-largest revenue source.

Hospitality Model Evolution

From Outsourced ($120M) to In-House ($243M) - FIFA's Hospitality

Business Transformation

FIFA Hospitality Model Evolution - 2010 to 2026

ERA MODEL REVENUE KEY CHANGE

2010 (S. Africa) Outsourced to Match AG $120M FIFA receives licensing fee only

2014 (Brazil) Outsourced to Match AG $120M Same model, similar revenue

2018 (Russia) Hybrid model $148M FIFA takes more control (+23%)

2022 (Qatar) Fully in-house $243M FIFA captures 100% margin (+64%)

2026 (USA, proj) In-house + US partners ~$400M US corporate hospitality market premium

The shift from outsourcing to Match Hospitality AG (2010-2014, flat at $120M) to running hospitality

internally (2022, $243M) is one of the most significant strategic changes in FIFA's commercial history. By

cutting out the middleman, FIFA more than doubled its hospitality revenue while offering more premium

tiers and capturing the full customer relationship.

For 2026, the US corporate hospitality market is far more developed than any previous host nation.

American corporations routinely spend $250,000-1,000,000 per season on NFL stadium suites. World Cup

hospitality at the same venues, for a once-in-a-generation global event, will command even higher

premiums. Goldman Sachs, JPMorgan, Google, and Meta have reportedly purchased multi-match corporate

hospitality blocks.

Ticket Pricing Evolution

$54 Average (2010) to $280 (2022) to $500+ (2026) - How World Cup

Tickets Got Expensive

FIFA World Cup average ticket price by edition 2010 to 2026 projected - USD World Cup Average Ticket

Price by Edition (USD) S. Africa 2010: ~$54. Brazil 2014: ~$154. Russia 2018: ~$179. Qatar 2022: ~$280.

USA 2026: ~$500+ projected. +419% from 2010 to 2022. FIFA introduced $60 entry tier for 2026 but Cat 1
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final reached $10,990. Source: FIFA, WorldCupRadar. +-10-15%. $500+2026 projected avg

FIFA introduced dynamic pricing for the first time at the 2026 World Cup - prices change based on

demand. Entry-level tickets start at $60 (the cheapest ever offered), but Category 1 final tickets reached

$10,990 in the April 2026 sales phase. On the resale market, individual final tickets have listed at $143,750

per seat. The fan interest context for US ticket demand is in our US adults ticket interest analysis.

The 500 million+ global ticket requests received by FIFA for the 2026 World Cup (for approximately 5-6

million available tickets) represent the highest demand-to-supply ratio in World Cup history. This extreme

demand is what enables FIFA to implement dynamic pricing and push average prices to $500+ while still

filling every seat. The hosting cost context for these venue investments is in our World Cup hosting costs

analysis.

Top Ticket Markets

USA Was #2 Ticket Buyer for Qatar 2022 - Signalling Massive 2026 Demand

#2 USASecond-Largest Ticket Buyer for Qatar 2022 - Despite Tournament Being 8,000 Miles

AwayAmerican fans were the second-largest ticket purchasing group for Qatar 2022 (behind host Qatar).

This is remarkable given the tournament was 8,000 miles away in an unfamiliar time zone. For 2026, with

the tournament on home soil, US ticket demand will be unprecedented. 96%+Qatar 2022 Stadium

Occupancy - Near-Sellout Across All 64 MatchesAverage stadium occupancy exceeded 96% at Qatar

2022 despite concerns about empty seats. For 2026, with 70,000+ NFL stadiums and massive domestic

demand, occupancy is expected to approach 100% for most matches.

The top 10 ticket-buying nations for Qatar 2022 were: Qatar, United States, Saudi Arabia, England, Mexico,

UAE, Argentina, France, Brazil, and Germany. Four of the top 10 are either hosts (USA, Mexico) or near-

neighbors (none for Qatar). For 2026, with three North American hosts and easy domestic/cross-border

travel, the ticket buyer profile will be dramatically different - dominated by US, Mexican, and Canadian

fans.

FIFA's direct ownership of ticketing rights through its subsidiary is a critical revenue maximisation strategy.

Unlike many sports organisations that share ticketing revenue with venues or intermediaries, FIFA retains

full control and 100% of ticket revenue - a structural advantage that most other major sports organisations

(NFL, UEFA Champions League, Olympic Games) do not enjoy to the same degree. This vertical integration,

combined with the in-house hospitality shift, means FIFA captures maximum value from every stadium

seat. The daily social media usage context for fans discussing tickets is in our daily social media usage
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worldwide analysis.

Non-WC Year Revenue Sources

Women's WC, Club WC, Confederations Cup - Where $4-63M Comes From

Between World Cups

In non-World Cup years, this revenue stream drops to $4-63 million. The small amounts come from several

minor FIFA events that generate modest ticket and hospitality revenue.

Non-WC Year Revenue Sources - What Generates the $4-63M

EVENT TYPICAL REVENUE FREQUENCY NOTE

Confederations Cup $30-50M Every 4 years (pre-WC) Discontinued after 2017

FIFA Club World Cup $5-15M Annual (expanded 2025) New 32-team format from 2025

Women's World Cup $2-5M Every 4 years Growing but still small vs men's

FIFA Arab Cup 2021 $8-10M One-off Qatar 2022 test event

Youth tournaments <$2M Annual U-17, U-20 WCs - minimal ticket rev

The Confederations Cup (held one year before the World Cup in the host nation) was the largest non-WC

contributor, generating $30-50M in ticket revenue. FIFA discontinued the Confederations Cup after 2017,

replacing it with the expanded Club World Cup (32 teams from 2025). The new Club World Cup could

generate $100-200M in ticket revenue, partially smoothing the extreme cyclicality.

The 2020 figure ($5M) deserves special mention: COVID-19 cancelled virtually all FIFA events, leaving only

minimal administrative revenue. The pandemic demonstrated how completely dependent this revenue

stream is on live stadium attendance - there is zero digital substitute for ticket and hospitality revenue.

Resale Market Impact

$143,750 Per Seat Resale - The Secondary Market FIFA Cannot Control

One dimension not captured in FIFA's official revenue is the enormous resale (secondary) market. FIFA

sells tickets at face value, but resale platforms see astronomical markups. For the 2026 World Cup final at

MetLife Stadium, individual tickets have listed at $143,750 per seat on resale platforms - 22x the $6,370

Category 1 face value.
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FIFA has attempted to control the resale market through strict ticket transfer policies and digital-only tickets

linked to purchaser IDs. However, enforcement is inconsistent, and a vibrant and active grey market

operates through social media, messaging apps, and international resale platforms. The gap between FIFA

face value and resale market value represents billions in consumer surplus that FIFA does not capture.

For context, the 2022 Qatar World Cup final (Argentina vs France) saw resale tickets reach approximately

$20,000-50,000 per seat. The 2026 final, in the US market where premium sports hospitality commands

the highest prices globally, will likely set new resale records. The social media ad spend context for

platforms monetising this fan demand is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

Dynamic pricing, introduced by FIFA for the first time at the 2026 World Cup, is an attempt to capture more

of this surplus. By adjusting face-value prices based on demand (rather than fixed pricing), FIFA can

narrow the gap between face value and market value - directing more revenue to FIFA rather than resale

intermediaries.

The combined ticket and hospitality revenue trajectory from 2008-2022 tells a story of aggressive

commercialisation. What was a $5 million afterthought in non-WC years has grown into a $929 million

revenue stream in WC years, projected to reach $3.5 billion by 2026. FIFA's vertical integration (owning

ticketing + running hospitality in-house) and dynamic pricing represent the next evolution of this revenue

model. The FIFA world ranking of teams competing for these tickets is in our FIFA world ranking analysis.

The economic multiplier effect of this revenue extends far beyond FIFA's balance sheet. Each dollar of

ticket revenue generates approximately $3-5 in additional local economic activity through transport,

accommodation, food and beverage, and retail spending by attendees. For the 2026 World Cup, the $3.1

billion in projected ticket revenue could translate to $9-15 billion in total local economic activity across the

16 host cities.

Stadium naming rights represent another revenue dimension that has grown significantly. While FIFA

temporarily rebadges World Cup venues (removing corporate names during tournament play), the host

stadiums' existing naming deals (SoFi Stadium, MetLife Stadium, Empower Field) generate billions annually

for their NFL team owners - creating a pre-existing commercial infrastructure that FIFA leverages without

cost.

The shift from physical to digital tickets has also impacted revenue operations. FIFA moved to fully digital

ticketing for Qatar 2022, eliminating counterfeiting (which cost an estimated $50-100M in lost revenue at

previous tournaments through fake tickets) while enabling real-time transfer controls and data collection on

ticket holder demographics, purchasing patterns, and attendance behavior. This data is commercially
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valuable to sponsors and broadcasters who use it to target marketing campaigns to known World Cup

attendees and their networks.

Looking beyond 2026, FIFA's ticket and hospitality revenue could reach $5-7 billion per cycle by 2030 if

the 6-nation hosting model (Morocco/Spain/Portugal + Argentina/Uruguay/Paraguay) succeeds and FIFA

continues to expand the tournament format. The virtuous cycle of more matches, larger stadiums, higher

prices, and in-house hospitality creates compounding revenue growth that makes this FIFA's fastest-

growing income category by percentage. The social media platforms where fans discuss ticket availability

and pricing are seeing massive engagement spikes during each FIFA sales phase, with the April 2026

general sale generating over 12 million concurrent website visitors to FIFA's ticketing portal - crashing

servers within minutes. The biggest social media platforms context is in our biggest social media platforms

analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA Hotel, Catering, and Ticket Revenue - Key Statistics

$929M2022 Record Year - Qatar WC Generated Highest Hospitality + Ticket Revenue Ever$686M tickets +

$243M hospitality. 2.45 million tickets sold at ~$280 average. 96% stadium occupancy. 259,116 hospitality

packages across six tiers. FIFA ran hospitality in-house for the first time (+64% vs 2018 outsourced model).

Source: FIFA Publications, Annual Report 2022. +-2-5%. 186xWC Year vs Non-WC Year - Revenue Swings

From $5M to $929MThe most cyclical of all FIFA revenue streams. In World Cup years: $291-929M. In non-

WC years: $4-63M. Revenue is recognized in the year the event takes place. The 4-year cycle structure

means 95%+ of this revenue comes from a single event every four years. Source: FIFA Annual Reports

2008-2022. +-2-5%. $3.5B2026 Projected - Tickets $3.1B + Hospitality ~$400M, +276% vs Qatar

2022The 2026 World Cup will generate approximately 3-4x more ticket and hospitality revenue than Qatar

2022. Key drivers: 104 matches (vs 64), larger NFL stadiums (avg 70K vs 45K), premium US pricing,

dynamic pricing, and refined in-house hospitality. 5-6 million total tickets expected. Source: FIFA-WTO,

industry estimates. +-15-25%. 419%Ticket Price Growth - Average WC Ticket Rose From ~$54 (2010) to

~$280 (2022)Average ticket prices have increased at every World Cup: S. Africa $54, Brazil $154, Russia

$179, Qatar $280. The 2026 World Cup with US pricing could push the average to $500+. Despite price

increases, demand has consistently exceeded supply. Source: FIFA, WorldCupRadar. +-5-10%. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Revenue From Hotel Rights, Catering

and Tickets

$929 million - $686M from ticket sales and $243M from hospitality rights. This was a record, up 35% from

Russia 2018 ($689M). Source: FIFA Publications 2022. +-2-5%.

FIFA has no comparable stadium-based events between World Cups. This revenue stream comes from

match tickets and hospitality packages sold at stadiums. In non-WC years, only small events (Club WC,

Women's WC) generate minimal ticket revenue ($4-63M). Source: FIFA Annual Reports.

Projected approximately $3.1 billion from tickets alone (+352% vs 2022). Driven by 104 matches (vs 64),

larger NFL stadiums (avg 70K), higher US prices, and dynamic pricing. Hospitality could add ~$400M.

Source: FIFA-WTO. +-15-25%.

Approximately $280 per ticket ($686M total / 2.45M tickets). The final at Lusail had the most expensive

seats at $1,604. This was up from ~$179 (Russia 2018) and ~$154 (Brazil 2014). Source: FIFA, ArtNova. +-

5-10%.

FIFA moved hospitality operations in-house for Qatar 2022 rather than outsourcing to Match Hospitality

AG. This captured 100% of margin vs ~15-20% as licensing fee. Six hospitality tiers, 259,116 packages sold.

$243M vs $148M in Russia 2018. Source: FIFA Publications.

For Qatar 2022, the top ticket-buying nations were: Qatar (host), USA, Saudi Arabia, England, Mexico,

UAE, Argentina, France, Brazil, and Germany. The US was the #2 ticket buyer for a tournament halfway

around the world - signalling massive demand for 2026. Source: WorldCupRadar.

2.45 million tickets across 64 matches. Stadium occupancy averaged 96%+. This was fewer than Brazil

2014 (3.43M) and USA 1994 (3.59M) due to Qatar's smaller venues. For 2026, approximately 5-6 million

tickets are expected. Source: FIFA, ArtNova. +-2-5%.

13% of total cycle revenue for 2019-2022 ($950M of $7,568M). Broadcasting (45%) and marketing rights

(24%) are larger. For 2026, the share could rise to ~32% ($3.5B of $10.9B) due to expanded format.

Source: FIFA, Inside FIFA. +-2-5%.

Sources

FIFA Publications - Revenue from Hospitality Rights and Ticket Sales 2022 - Primary source for 2022

breakdown: $686M tickets + $243M hospitality = $929M. Official FIFA financial notes.
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FIFA Publications - 2019-2022 Revenue Cycle in Review - Source for cycle total ($950M hospitality +

tickets), total FIFA revenue ($7,568M), and broadcasting/marketing splits.

WorldCupRadar - How Much Money Does FIFA Make From the World Cup? - Source for historical WC

revenue: 2010 ($3.66B total), 2014 ($4.8B), 2018 ticket + hospitality splits.

ArtNova - How FIFA Makes $7 Billion From One World Cup - Source for Qatar 2022 hospitality detail:

259,116 packages, six tiers, in-house strategic shift, $1,604 final seat price.

All figures in million USD. Revenue includes hotel/accommodation rights, catering rights, and match ticket

sales as defined in FIFA Annual Reports (Note 4). World Cup accounts for 95%+ of this revenue in WC

years. Non-WC year figures are approximate where exact breakdowns unavailable. 2026 projections from

FIFA-WTO and industry estimates (+-15-25%). Not investment advice.
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H O W  T O  C I T E  T H I S  B O O K

Business Stats (2026). FIFA – statistics & facts | Business Stats. Retrieved Oct 19, 2026,

https://businesstats.com/fifa-topic-overview/

Methodology

Every figure comes from a Business Stats report that names its primary source: statistics offices, central banks, company

filings and original surveys. Estimates and projections are labelled as such.

Free to reuse under CC BY 4.0 with credit to Business Stats. Business Stats takes great care over accuracy but cannot

guarantee it; check the linked original sources before making decisions.
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