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STATISTICS REPORT

FIFA World Cup: prize money distribution 2022

Updated May 27, 2026 - businesstats.com/prize-money-distribution-gatar-world-cup

$440M $42M $30M

TOTAL PRIZE POOL - $40M UP FROM ARGENTINA - CHAMPION PRIZE, FRANCE - RUNNER-UP PRIZE
RUSSIA 2018 HIGHEST EVER AT THAT TIME

SOM $25M $209M

MINIMUM PRIZE - EVERY GROUP STAGE MOROCCO - 4TH PLACE, RECORD FOR CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME - PAID TO
TEAM GUARANTEED AFRICAN NATION 440 CLUBS

Overview

Prize money distribution at the FIFA World Cup in Qatar 2022 - $440

million across 32 nations

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 distributed $440 million in total prize money among all 32 participating
nations - based on how far each team progressed in the tournament. FIFA announced the prize breakdown
in April 2022, confirming that every team was guaranteed a minimum of $9 million simply by qualifying
and competing in the group stage. In addition, each team received a separate $1.5 million preparation

allowance before the tournament began.

Argentina earned the top prize of $42 million by winning the final against France on December 18 at Lusail
Stadium - the largest prize in World Cup history at that point. Runner-up France received $30 million. The
$12 million gap between first and second place is one of the largest in tournament history. Croatia (3rd, $27

million) and Morocco (4th, $25 million) completed the top four.

The $440 million pool was a 10% increase on Russia 2018's $400 million. FIFA operated on a 4-year
financial cycle generating approximately $7.57 billion in the 2019-2022 period through broadcasting rights,
sponsorships, and ticket sales - making the prize pool approximately 5.8% of total cycle revenue. The FIFA
hotel, catering and ticket revenue that generated this commercial income is in our FIFA hospitality and

ticket revenue analysis.

Qatar 2022 was played across 8 stadiums in the Doha metropolitan area - the most compact World Cup in

history. All 64 matches took place within a 75km radius, with no team requiring more than a 60-minute

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 5 of 368



~ L
m BusinessStats FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Money Distribution - $440M Total, $42M for Argentina

journey between their hotel and training base. This unique logistical setup made Qatar 2022 distinct from
any previous edition in both organisation and commercial model. FIFA's choice of Qatar - and the $8
billion+ investment the host spent on infrastructure - set the stage for the record prize pool that was

ultimately distributed.

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 prize money summary total pool winner prize runner up group exit million USD
World Cup Qatar 2022 - Prize Money at a Glance (Million USD) Champion (Argentina): $42M. Runner-up
(France): $30M. 3rd (Croatia): $27M. 4th (Morocco): $25M. Quarterfinal (x4): $17M each. Round of 16 (x8):
$13M each. Group stage (x16): $9M each. Total pool: $440M. Prep fee: +$1.5M per team. Source: FIFA

official April 2022. $440Mtotal prize pool
Top 4 finishers Knockout rounds Group stage

One important distinction: prize money is paid directly to the national football association of each country
- not to individual players. How associations distribute the money to their squad, coaching staff, and
federation reserves is determined internally and varies by country. Argentina's AFA reportedly distributed
approximately $250,000-350,000 per player from the $42 million. The World Cup 2026 confederation
breakdown showing who qualified to compete for the 2026 prize is in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.

By Stage

FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Money by Stage - $42M Champion to S9M
Group Exit

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money per team by stage - million USD - FIFA official April 2022 World Cup
2022 Prize Money by Stage (Million USD Per Team) Champion: $42M. Runner-up: $30M. 3rd: $27M. 4th:
$25M. Quarterfinal: $17M. Round of 16: $13M. Group stage: $9M. Total pool: $440M. Source: FIFA official
April 2022. $42MChampion prize

Prize per team at this stage (million USD) FIFA World Cup 2022 - Full Prize Breakdown by Stage (FIFA

Official)
STAGE PRIZE PER TEAM TEAMS TOTAL PAYOUT % OF $440M
Champion $42M 1 $42M 9.5%
Runner-up $30M 1 $30M 6.8%
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3rd Place $27Mm 1 $27Mm 6.1%
4th Place $25M 1 $25M 5.7%
Quarterfinals (5th-8th) $17M 4 $68M 15.5%
Round of 16 (9th-16th) $13M 8 $104M 23.6%
Group Stage (17th-32nd) $9M 16 $144M 32.7%
TOTAL $440M 32 $440M 100%

Source: FIFA official prize money distribution April 2022, cited Statista (statistics/1347401). NBC Sports,
CBS Chicago, Goal.com December 2022. Does not include $1.5M preparation fee paid to each team before

the tournament. +-0%.

The group stage teams collectively received $144M (32.7% of the total pool) - the largest single-stage
payout block. This reflects FIFA's deliberate policy of broad distribution, ensuring every participating nation

receives meaningful financial benefit regardless of footballing quality.

All 32 Teams

Complete 2022 World Cup Prize Money for All 32 Teams - Argentina
Champion to Group Stage

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 - Prize Money for All 32 Teams (FIFA Official) Click to sort

FINISH TEAM STAGE PRIZE ($M) CONFEDERATION
Ist Argentina Champion $42M CONMEBOL
2nd France Runner-up $30M UEFA

3rd Croatia 3rd Place $27M UEFA

4th Morocco 4th Place $25M CAF

5th-8th Netherlands Quarterfinal $17M UEFA

5th-8th England Quarterfinal $17M UEFA

5th-8th Brazil Quarterfinal $17M CONMEBOL
5th-8th Portugal Quarterfinal $17M UEFA
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Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago, Goal.com December 2022. Team finishes are based on
actual tournament result. Does not include $1.5M preparation fee. Germany's group stage exit despite

being defending-champion ranked-2 team was a major upset.

Germany's $9M group stage exit stands out - as the 2018 runner-up and FIFA-ranked #2 team entering the
tournament, Germany received the minimum prize alongside teams ranked 50+ places below them. Saudi
Arabia (who famously beat Argentina in the group stage) also earned $9M. Prize money is strictly

performance-based with no ranking adjustments.

By Confederation

World Cup 2022 Prize Money by Confederation - UEFA $195M, CONMEBOL
$75M, CAF $64M

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money by confederation total - million USD World Cup 2022 Total Prize Money
by Confederation (Million USD) UEFA: $195M (44%). CONMEBOL: $75M (17%). CAF: $64M (15%). AFC:
$62M (14%). CONCACAF: $31M (7%). OFC: $13M (3%). Source: Calculated from FIFA official prize
distribution. +-0%. $195MUEFA - 44%

Total prize money received by confederation ($M) World Cup 2022 - Prize Money by Confederation

CONFEDERATION TEAMS BEST RESULT TOTAL PRIZE ($M) AVG PER TEAM
UEFA (Europe) 13 RU (France), 3rd (Croatia) $195M $15.0M
CONMEBOL (S. America) 4 Champion (Argentina) $75M $18.8M

CAF (Africa) 5 4th Place (Morocco) $64M $12.8M

AFC (Asia) 6 Round of 16 $62M $10.3M
CONCACAF (N/C America) 4 Round of 16 (USA) $31M $7.8M

OFC (Oceania) 1 Round of 16 (Australia) $13M $13.0M

Calculated from FIFA official prize money. OFC = Australia (qualifying via inter-confederation playoff).
CONMEBOL's high average reflects Argentina's $42M win and Brazil + others reaching QF. Source: FIFA

official 2022. +-0%.

UEFA's $195M (44 % of total) reflects 13 of 32 teams plus 3 of the top 4 finishes (France 2nd, Croatia 3rd,

Netherlands QF, England QF, Portugal QF, Spain R16). CONMEBOL's $18.8M average is the highest of any

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 9 of 368



(3 N " "
m BusinessStats FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Money Distribution - $440M Total, $42M for Argentina

confederation, driven by Argentina's $42M champion prize.

CAF's $64M includes Morocco's historic $25M fourth-place prize - the most any African team has ever
earned at a World Cup. This was a breakthrough tournament for African football, with Morocco becoming
the first African nation to reach a World Cup semi-final. The confederation breakdown for 2026 is in our

World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

Argentina $42M

Argentina's $42M - How the Champion's Prize Was Distributed

Argentina prize money breakdown World Cup 2022 champion $42M how distributed Argentina $42M -
Estimated Prize Distribution (Million USD) Player pool ~60%: $25M (~$250-350K per player).
Staff/coaches ~20%: $8.4M. AFA admin/reserves ~20%: $8.4M. Estimates only - AFA distribution not
publicly disclosed. Source: WorldCupRadar. +-30-50%. $42MAFA received

$42MAFA Received - Argentina Football Association Paid 32 Players + StaffFIFA paid $42M directly to AFA
(Asociacion del Futbol Argentino). AFA's internal distribution gave approximately $250,000-350,000 per
player. Lionel Messi's personal image rights and Adidas bonuses were separate. 9.5%Winner's Share of
Total Pool - $42M of $440M = 9.5% to One TeamArgentina's $42M represented 9.5% of the $440M total
pool. In 2026, the winner's $50M = 7.6% of $655M - showing FIFA is distributing more broadly across all
48 teams. $12MGap Between 1st and 2nd - $42M (Argentina) vs $30M (France) = $12M DifferenceThe
$12M gap between champion and runner-up is one of the largest in World Cup history. France's Mbappe

scored a hat-trick in the final but earned $12M less than his Argentine counterpart.

Argentina's victory completed Lionel Messi's career - the only major trophy he had never won at
international level. The commercial value of Messi winning the World Cup was estimated at $700M-$1B in
incremental brand value for his sponsors (Adidas, Pepsi, Lay's, Mastercard). His $42M team prize was a

fraction of his commercial windfall from the win.

The Messi jersey effect was immediate: Adidas sold out Messi Argentina jerseys globally within 24 hours of
the final. PSG and later Inter Miami saw commercial revenue spikes attributed to Messi's World Cup victory.
The World Cup winner odds context for the 2026 tournament is in our World Cup 2026 winner odds

analysis.

Notable Payouts
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Morocco $25M, Germany $9M, Saudi Arabia S9M - Stories Behind the

Numbers

selected team prize money at FIFA World Cup 2022 with tournament context - million USD Notable Prize
Money Stories - World Cup Qatar 2022 (Million USD) Morocco $25M (4th, first African semi-finalist).
Croatia $27M (3rd, 2nd consecutive top-3 finish). Germany $9M (group exit despite #2 ranking). Saudi
Arabia $9M (beat Argentina in groups but exited). Australia $13M (R16, second best OFC result). Source:

FIFA official December 2022. $25MMorocco - record

Morocco$25M - First African Semi-Finalist, Most Lucrative WC Run in African HistoryMorocco reached the
semi-final, beating Spain (penalties) and Portugal on the way. $25M was approximately 5x Morocco's
annual football federation budget. Combined with other commercial benefits, the tournament transformed
Moroccan football's financial foundation. Germany$9M - 2018 Runner-Up Received the Minimum Prize
After Group Stage ExitGermany entered ranked #2 globally and exited in the group stage earning $9M -
same as teams ranked 50+ places below them. Prize money is purely performance-based. Germany's
group contained Japan (who beat them) and Spain. Saudi Arabia$9M Despite Beating Argentina - Group
Exit After Famous 2-1 WinSaudi Arabia's 2-1 win over Argentina (then ranked #3) was the biggest upset in
World Cup history. Yet they earned $9M after exiting the group stage. Their $9M prize exceeded their

entire annual football development budget.

Croatia's $27M for third place was their second consecutive top-3 World Cup finish (2018 runners-up,
2022 third place). This remarkable consistency from a nation of just 3.9 million people generated $57M in

combined prize money across two World Cups - a staggering return for a small football federation.

vs 2018 and 2026

S400M (2018) to S440M (2022) to S655M (2026) - Three-Tournament

Comparison

FIFA World Cup prize money by stage comparison 2018 vs 2022 vs 2026 - million USD per team Prize Per
Team by Stage - 2018, 2022, and 2026 Comparison (Million USD) Champion: $38M (2018) vs $42M (2022)
vs $50M (2026). Group exit: $8M (2018) vs $9M (2022) vs $9M (2026). R16: $12M vs $13M vs $15M. QF:
$16M vs $17M vs $19M. Source: FIFA official. +-0-2%. $50M2026 champion

Russia 2018 Qatar 2022 USA 2026
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Every stage saw a prize increase from 2018 to 2022: the champion prize grew +$4M (+11%), R16 +$1M, QF
+$1M, group stage +$1M. The increases were modest but consistent. The jump from 2022 to 2026 is far
larger at every stage, reflecting the 48-team expansion and the US commercial premium. The full 2026

prize pool analysis is in our FIFA World Cup prize pool 2002-2026 analysis.

FIFA World Cup distribution of total prize money by stage 2022 - donut percentage share 2022 Prize
Distribution - Share of $440M by Stage Group (%) Group stage (16 x $9M): $144M (32.7%). Round of 16 (8
x $13M): $104M (23.6%). Quarterfinals (4 x $17M): $68M (15.5%). Top 4: $124M (28.2%). Source: FIFA
April 2022. 32.7%Group stage 28.2%Top 4

The distribution donut shows 56.3% of all prize money went to teams eliminated before the semi-finals
(group stage + R16 + QF). Only 43.7% went to the final four teams. This reflects FIFA's priority of broad

financial distribution across all member federations rather than concentrating rewards at the top.

Club Benefit Programme

$209M Paid to 440 Clubs - The Hidden Prize Money Layer

FIFA Club Benefit Programme World Cup 2010 to 2022 - total paid to clubs million USD FIFA Club Benefit
Programme - Growth 2010 to 2022 (Million USD) 2010: $40M. 2014: $70M. 2018: $134M. 2022: $209M.
+423% in 12 years. 440 clubs from 51 associations received 2022 CBP. Source: FIFA, Gulf News. +-2-5%.
$209M2022 CBP

Club Benefit Programme total paid ($M)

Beyond the $440M prize pool, FIFA distributed $209M to 440 clubs through the Club Benefit Programme
(CBP) - compensating them for releasing players to national teams and providing injury insurance during
the tournament. The CBP represents approximately 32% of the prize pool in additional payments flowing

through the football ecosystem.

Major European clubs are the primary CBP recipients. Real Madrid, Manchester City, Bayern Munich, and
PSG - who collectively supplied dozens of World Cup players - each received approximately $2-5M in CBP
payments. For 2026, the CBP is projected at $355M - a 70% increase announced by FIFA, reaching clubs
releasing players for qualifying matches for the first time. The investment context for club football spending

is in our FIFA investment budget analysis.

Economic Impact
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S9M Group Exit Funds Years of Development - What Prize Money Means for
Each Nation

World Cup 2022 prize money vs annual federation budget selected nations million USD $9M Prize vs
Annual Federation Budget - Selected Nations (Million USD) Morocco $25M vs ~$5M budget = 5x. Ghana
$9M vs ~$3M = 3x. Cameroon $9M vs ~$2.5M = 3.6x. Tunisia $9M vs ~$4M = 2.25x. Saudi Arabia $9M vs

~$15M. Source: CAF, AFC, World Bank estimates. +-30-40%. 5xMorocco multiplier

For the 16 group stage teams that earned $9 million each, the prize money context varies dramatically.
Germany's $9M was less than 1% of their football federation's annual budget. Qatar's $9M (as host with a
multi-billion FIFA investment) was symbolic. But for Cameroon, Ghana, and Tunisia, $9M represented a

transformational injection of funds into their national football programmes.

Saudi Arabia's $9M came despite beating Argentina - the biggest upset in World Cup history. Their group
exit despite that famous 2-1 win illustrated a fundamental truth about World Cup prize distribution: it
rewards sustained performance across a tournament, not single-match heroics. The global economy

context for these federation investments is in our global economy analysis.

3-5xMorocco's $25M Was 3-5x Their Annual Football Federation BudgetMorocco's Royal Football
Federation (FRMF) operates on an estimated $5-8M annual budget. The $25M fourth-place prize alone
funds 3-5 years of normal operations. Combined with commercial uplift (shirt sales, sponsorships),
Morocco's 2022 WC was a decade-defining financial moment. $1.5MPreparation Fee - Every Team
Received $1.5M Before the Tournament BeganFIFA paid every team a $1.5M preparation allowance before
Qatar 2022 - separate from prize money. This covered pre-tournament camps, travel, and preparation
costs. Total preparation payments: 32 x $1.5M = $48M additional. Source: NBC Sports, Goal.com

December 2022. Per-Player Estimates

How Much Did Individual Players Earn? - Estimated Breakdowns by Finish

estimated prize money per player FIFA World Cup 2022 based on 60 percent distribution to players -
thousand USD Estimated Prize Per Player - World Cup 2022 (60% Distribution, 26-Man Squad) Champion
(60% of $42M [ 26): ~$969K. Runner-up: ~$692K. 3rd: ~$623K. 4th: ~$577K. QF: ~$392K. R16: ~$300K.
Group: ~$208K. Sources: WorldCupRadar estimates. Actual distributions vary by association. +-30-50%.
~$969KChampion est. ~$208KGroup exit est.
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These are estimates based on a 60% distribution to the playing squad across 26 players. Actual
distributions vary significantly. Some associations (England, France, Germany) have transparent collective
agreements where players share equally. Others give higher shares to senior players or have non-
transparent internal arrangements. The social media statistics context for how players discuss these

earnings is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Lionel Messi's personal earnings from winning the 2022 World Cup far exceeded the approximately $250-
350K estimated prize share. Adidas (his kit sponsor) saw their Messi jersey sell out globally. His Q12023
commercial value increase from brand deals was estimated at $35-50M. The 2022 World Cup final is the
most watched single sporting event in history - 1.5 billion viewers globally - giving winners an unparalleled

commercial platform.

Historical Prize Growth

+10% From 2018 to 2022 - How Each Stage Prize Changed

FIFA World Cup champion prize money growth 2018 2022 2026 percent increase by stage Prize Growth
Rate by Stage - 2018 to 2022 vs 2022 to 2026 (%) Champion: +11% (2018-22) vs +19% (2022-26). R16:
+8% vs +15%. Group: +13% vs 0%. 2026 jump is far larger at most stages. Source: FIFA official. +49%total
pool 2022-26

World Cup Prize by Stage - 2018 vs 2022 vs 2026 (All Confirmed Official Figures)

RUSSIA 2018 QATAR 2022 CHANGE 2018-22 USA 2026 CHANGE 2022-26
Champion $38M $42M +$4M (+11%) $50M +$8M (+19%)
Runner-up $28M $30M +$2M (+7%) $33M +$3M (+10%)
3rd Place $24M $27M +$3M (+13%) $29M +$2M (+7%)
4th Place $22M $25M +$3M (+14%) $27M +$2M (+8%)
Quarterfinal $16M $17M +$1M (+6%) $19M +$2M (+12%)
Round of 16 $12M $13M +$1M (+8%) $15M +$2M (+15%)
Group Stage $8M $OM +$1M (+13%) $OM No change
Total Pool $400M $440M +$40M (+10%) $655M +$215M (+49%)
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Sources: FIFA official (2018: original announcement, 2022: April 2022, 2026: December 2024). 2026 group
stage same as 2022 ($9M) despite 48-team expansion adding 16 extra teams. All figures confirmed official.

+-0% for 2018-2022, +-0% for 2026 confirmed prize pool.

The 2018-t0-2022 increase was consistent but modest at every stage (+6-14%). The 2022-t0-2026
increase is dramatically larger at almost every stage (+7-19% per stage plus new Round of 32). Notably,
the group stage prize stays flat at $9M in 2026 despite 16 extra teams receiving it - the $144M additional
cost of new teams is funded by the expanded commercial revenue rather than by reducing group stage

payments.

The prize money trajectory confirms that hosting the World Cup in the United States unlocks a commercial
premium that is shared with all participating nations. 48 nations in 2026 will each earn more at every stage
than their 2022 equivalents. The World Cup 2026 match distribution context for understanding the

commercial scale is in our World Cup 2026 matches by city analysis.

For small nations, the preparation fee ($1.5M in 2022) plus the minimum prize ($9M) creates a guaranteed
$10.5M financial floor for World Cup participation. In 2026, this floor rises to approximately $16.5M ($7.8M
preparation + $9M minimum). For nations whose entire annual football budget is under $3M, reaching the
World Cup is not just a sporting achievement - it is the foundation of their federation's financial plan for the

next 4 years. The world population context for the nations competing is in our world population analysis.

Prize Money and Fan Engagement

1.5 Billion Viewers, $42M Prize - The Commercial Ecosystem Behind the

Distribution

FIFA World Cup 2022 total prize pool vs FIFA 2019-2022 cycle revenue $440M Prize vs $7.57B Revenue
(2022) Prize pool $440M = 5.8% of $7.57B FIFA cycle revenue. Broadcasting: $3.43B. Marketing: $1.80B.
Tickets/hospitality: $0.95B. Other: $1.39B. Source: FIFA Publications 2022.

World Cup 2022 final viewership vs other major global events 2022 Final Viewership vs Global Events
(Billion) WC 2022 Final: 1.5B. WC 2018 Final: 1.1B. Olympics 2020: 3.1B (total). Super Bow! LIX: 0.13B US.
Champions League Final 2022: 0.45B. Sources: FIFA, Nielsen, I0C. +-10-15%.

The 2022 World Cup final between Argentina and France was watched by approximately 1.5 billion people
globally - the most watched single sports event in history. This audience scale is what generates the FIFA

commercial revenue that funds the $440M prize pool. Broadcasting rights for the 2019-2022 cycle totalled
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approximately $7.57 billion - 17x the prize pool itself.

FIFA's commercial model is straightforward: broadcasting rights and sponsorships generate $7.57B, FIFA
retains the majority, and $440M (5.8%) is returned to participating nations as prize money. Critics argue
this percentage is too low, but FIFA counters that the broader financial ecosystem (CBP, preparation fees,
development funds) makes the total return to football significantly higher. The hotel and ticket revenue

context for FIFA's full commercial picture is in our FIFA hotel, catering, and ticket revenue analysis.

The social media dimension amplifies the prize money story. Argentina's World Cup win generated
approximately 12 billion social media interactions in the 24 hours after the final - the highest single-day
sports engagement ever recorded. This drove shirt sales, streaming views, and commercial activations that
generated revenues estimated at $1-2 billion in the week after the final. The daily social media usage
context for how fans engage with World Cup prize money discussions is in our daily social media usage

worldwide analysis.

The prize money distribution also shapes qualifying incentives. Nations know that qualifying for the World
Cup guarantees a minimum $9M prize plus $1.5M preparation fee ($10.5M total guaranteed income). For
many emerging football nations, this guaranteed floor transforms the economics of World Cup qualification
investment. Building a national team programme capable of qualifying for the World Cup can be financially
justified as a return on investment -- particularly when commercial uplifts (kit deals, sponsorships, national

fan excitement) are factored in alongside the direct FIFA payments.

For the World Cup 2026, the qualification incentive is even stronger: $9M minimum prize plus $7.8M
preparation allowance = $16.8M guaranteed for simply qualifying and competing in three group matches.
For nations like Cape Verde (population 600,000) or Curacao (population 150,000), this $16.8M floor
represents transformational funding for their football ecosystem. The confederation breakdown for the 48

teams in 2026 is in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

The prize money also has macroeconomic ripple effects in the winning nation. Argentina's victory in
December 2022 came during a severe economic crisis -- the country was experiencing 100 %+ annual
inflation and severe currency controls. The $42M AFA prize, while modest in global football terms,
represented significant hard-currency income for an association operating in a depreciating currency
environment. For Argentina's players, whose club wages are paid in Euros and pounds, the prize money
distribution was less impactful individually, but the national morale effect was incalculable. The global

economy context for these macroeconomic dimensions is in our global economy analysis.
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Saudi Arabia beating Argentina 2-1in the group stage generated approximately $400M in global media
value for Saudi football -- far exceeding their $9M prize. The Saudi Football Federation used the 2022
World Cup as a launchpad for the Saudi Pro League's ambitious transformation into a global destination for
superstar players. Cristiano Ronaldo, Karim Benzema, and Neymar all joined the Saudi Pro League within 12
months of the Qatar 2022 World Cup. The prize money was the starting pistol for a much larger investment

story.

Women's World Cup prize money for comparison: the 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup in Australia and New
Zealand offered $60 million total -- compared to the men's $440M in 2022. This is a 7.3x gap that FIFA has
committed to closing. The 2027 Women's World Cup prize pool has been announced at $200M+ -- a
significant step, but still far below the men's equivalent. Female players and advocates argue the disparity
reflects structural inequity in FIFA's commercial prioritisation. The social media ad spend context for

brands activating across both tournaments is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

The 2022 World Cup prize money distribution confirmed two structural trends that will continue in 2026:
first, that UEFA and CONMEBOL will receive the majority of prize money due to their teams consistently
advancing deepest in the tournament; second, that the minimum prize for qualifying nations will continue to
grow as FIFA's commercial revenues expand. The 2026 World Cup champion will earn $50M -- a 19%
increase on Argentina's $42M -- while the group stage minimum stays the same at $9M, showing FIFA is
prioritising performance rewards at the top end. The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss

prize money and results are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup 2022 Prize Distribution - Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money all 32 teams total by group stage knockout stage distribution million
USD Total Prize Money Paid by Round - World Cup 2022 (Million USD) Group stage (16 teams x $9M):
$144M. Round of 16 (8 x $13M): $104M. Quarterfinals (4 x $17M): $68M. Top 4 (champion + runner-up +
3rd + 4th): $124M. Total: $440M. Source: FIFA official April 2022. $440Mtotal distributed

$440MTotal Prize Pool - Up $40M (+10%) From Russia 2018's $400M32 teams shared $440M. Minimum:

$9M (group exit). Maximum: $42M (champion). Every team also received $1.5M preparation fee before the
tournament. Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago December 2022. $42MArgentina - Champion

Prize, Record at the Time, Now Exceeded by 2026's $50MArgentina won 2022's record prize, beating

France in a penalty shootout. The $42M went to AFA, who distributed approximately $250-350K per
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player. Messi's personal commercial value increase from winning was estimated at $700M+. Source: FIFA,
WorldCupRadar December 2022. $25MMorocco - 4th Place, First African Semi-Finalist, Most Lucrative
African WC RunMorocco's $25M was approximately 5x their annual federation budget. They beat Spain
and Portugal en route to the semi-final. Combined with CBP payments for their players' clubs and
commercial uplift, Morocco's total World Cup financial benefit was estimated at $40-50M. Source: FIFA,
WorldCupRadar. $9MGroup Stage Minimum - Germany, Belgium, Mexico All Earned Same as Saudi
Arabial6 teams received $9M at the group stage - including Germany (#2 ranked), Belgium (#5 ranked),
and Mexico (co-host of 2026). Saudi Arabia, who memorably beat Argentina 2-1, also received $9M. Prize

money is purely performance-based. Source: FIFA official 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Prize Money

$42 million - the highest prize ever paid to a World Cup champion at that time. This was up $4M from
France's $38M in 2018. Source: FIFA official, NBC Sports, CBS Chicago December 2022.

$440 million - distributed among 32 teams. Up $40M (+10%) from Russia 2018. Every team received at
least $9M. Source: FIFA official April 2022.

$9 million each - 16 teams. This excludes the $1.5M preparation fee paid to every team before the

tournament. Source: FIFA official, Goal.com December 2022.

$25 million for 4th place - the most lucrative World Cup run in African football history. Morocco was the

first African nation to reach the World Cup semi-final. Source: FIFA official, WorldCupRadar.

Yes, $9 million - same as all group stage teams. Germany were ranked #2 globally but failed to advance.
Prize money is purely performance-based with no ranking adjustments. Source: FIFA official December

2022.

$30 million - $12M less than Argentina's $42M. Mbappe scored a hat-trick in the final but France lost on

penalties. Source: FIFA official, Goal.com December 2022.

$209 million paid to 440 clubs from 51 associations - compensating clubs for releasing players and
covering injury insurance. For 2026, FIFA announced $355M (+70%) in club benefits. Source: FIFA, Gulf
News 2024.

2026 total: $655M (+49% vs 2022). Champion: $50M vs $42M (+19%). The 2026 expansion to 48 teams
adds a new Round of 32 stage ($11M per team). Every stage pays more in 2026. Source: FIFA official
December 2024.
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Champion $42M + Runner-up $30M + 3rd $27M + 4th $25M + 4 QF teams x $17M (=$68M) + 8 R16
teams x $13M (=$104M) + 16 group teams x $9M (=$144M) = $440M total. Group stage received the

largest single block at $144M (32.7%). Source: FIFA official April 2022.

Yes - Qatar received $9 million as a group stage team, same as all other group exit teams. Host nations
are not exempt from performance-based prize rules. Qatar finished last in Group A with O points. Source:

FIFA official 2022.
Sources

Statista - Prize Money Distribution at the FIFA World Cup in 2022 - Primary source. Chart citing FIFA official

April 2022 data. Stage-by-stage breakdown confirmed. +-0%.

NBC Sports - World Cup Prize Money Table 2022 - Source for $440M total, $1.5M preparation fee, stage

breakdown confirmation.

Goal.com - World Cup 2022 Prize Money: Full Breakdown - Source for stage-by-stage prizes, preparation

fee details, historical context.

WorldCupRadar - FIFA World Cup Prize Money Analysis - Source for confederation totals, Morocco record,

CBP details, per-player distribution estimates.

Gulf News - FIFA Announces $355M Club Benefit Scheme for 2026 - Source for CBP history: 2022 $209M

to 440 clubs from 51 associations. 2026 increase to $355M.

All prize money figures from FIFA official announcement April 2022. Does not include $1.5M preparation
fee paid to every team before the tournament. Club Benefit Programme ($209M) is separate from prize
pool. Confederation totals calculated from FIFA official stage prizes x number of teams per confederation.

All figures in million USD. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Distribution of games at the FIFA World Cup
2026, by location

Updated May 25, 2026 - businesstats.com/matches-fifa-world-cup-city-country

9 78 K

DALLAS - MOST MATCHES OF ANY CITY USA MATCHES - 75% OF ALL 104 (11 MEXICO MATCHES - 3 CITIES (MEXICO
(AT&T STADIUM) HOST CITIES) CITY, GUADALAJARA, MONTERREY)

13

CANADA MATCHES - 2 CITIES
(TORONTO, VANCOUVER)

Overview

Number of matches played at the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico,
and the United States, by host city and country

The 104 FIFA World Cup 2026 matches are distributed across 16 host cities in three countries. The United
States hosts 78 matches (75%) across 11 cities, while Mexico and Canada each host 13 matches (12.5%)
across 3 and 2 cities respectively. This distribution reflects the USA's role as the primary host and its larger
stadium inventory of NFL venues. The confederation breakdown of the 48 teams playing in these cities is in

our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

Dallas leads all cities with 9 matches, followed by Atlanta with 8. New York/NJ and Los Angeles each host
8 matches including key knockout stage matches. MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ - the largest
venue at the tournament (82,500 FIFA configuration) - hosts the Final on July 19. Estadio Azteca in Mexico

City (83,000 capacity) hosts the Opening Match on June 11.

All 16 Cities Ranked

Dallas 9, Atlanta 8, New York/NJ 8, LA 8 - All 16 Cities Ranked by Matches

FIFA World Cup 2026 number of matches per host city - all 16 cities ranked World Cup 2026 Matches Per
Host City (All 16 Cities, Ranked) Dallas: 9. Atlanta: 8. New York/NJ: 8. Los Angeles: 8. Boston: 7. Houston:
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6. Kansas City: 6. Miami: 6. Vancouver: 6. Toronto: 6. Mexico City: 5. Guadalajara: 5. Philadelphia: 5.

Seattle: 5. SF Bay: 5. Monterrey: 3. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. 9Dallas - most
USA venues Mexico venues Canada venues

Dallas hosting the most matches (9) reflects AT&T Stadium's enormous capacity (92,100), retractable roof
(managing Texas summer heat), and central US location. Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz Stadium (71,000) also
has a retractable roof - a key advantage for summer matches. Mexico City's Estadio Azteca (83,000) is the
largest venue in the tournament but limited to group stage matches due to altitude concerns for later

rounds.

Full Data Table

Complete Match Distribution - All 16 Host Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 Matches by Host City and Country (FIFA Official / FOX Sports April 2026)

CITY COUNTRY STADIUM (FIFA NAME) CAPACITY MATCHES FURTHEST ROUND
Dallas USA Dallas Stadium (AT&T) 92,100 9 Semifinal

Atlanta USA Atlanta Stadium (MB) 71,000 8 Semifinal

New York/NJ USA NY NJ Stadium (MetLife) 82,500 8 FINAL

Los Angeles USA LA Stadium (SoFi) 70,240 8 Quarterfinal
Boston USA Boston Stadium (Gillette) 65,878 7 Quarterfinal
Houston USA Houston Stadium (NRG) 72,220 6 R16

Kansas City USA KC Stadium (Arrowhead) 76,416 6 Quarterfinal
Miami USA Miami Stadium (Hard Rock) 64,767 6 R32

Vancouver Canada Vancouver Stadium (BC Place) 54,500 6 R32

Toronto Canada Toronto Stadium (BMO) 45,736 6 R32

Mexico City Mexico Mexico City Stadium (Azteca) 83,000 5] Group stage only
Guadalajara Mexico Guadalajara Stadium (Akron) 49,850 5 Group stage only
Philadelphia USA Philadelphia Stadium (Lincoln) 69,176 ) Quarterfinal
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Seattle USA Seattle Stadium (Lumen Field) 68,740 5 R32
SF Bay Area USA SF Bay Stadium (Levi's) 68,500 5 R32
Monterrey Mexico Monterrey Stadium (BBVA) 51,858 3+ R32

Sources: FIFA official fixture list, FOX Sports April 9 2026, USA Today, KickoffAdventures. Mexico City and
Guadalajara host group stage matches only. Capacity = FIFA tournament configuration (may differ from

NFL regular season capacity). R32 = Round of 32, R16 = Round of 16.

Mexico City and Guadalajara are the only 2 of 16 cities with no knockout stage matches - limited to group
stage only. This reflects a deliberate FIFA decision to concentrate knockout matches in the US, where
larger stadium capacity and infrastructure can accommodate the higher commercial demand of elimination-
round fixtures. Mexico City's altitude (2,230 metres) also presents physical challenges for teams playing at

high intensity in knockout rounds.

By Country

USA 78 Matches (75%), Mexico 13 (12.5%), Canada 13 (12.5%)

FIFA World Cup 2026 total matches by host country - USA Mexico Canada World Cup 2026 Matches by
Host Country (104 Total) United States: 78 matches (75%). Mexico: 13 (12.5%). Canada: 13 (12.5%). USA
has 11 cities vs Mexico 3 vs Canada 2. All Final/SF/QF in USA. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures April 2026.

75%USA share

The USA's 75% share (78 of 104 matches) reflects the three-country format's design: the US was always
intended to be the primary host with Mexico and Canada as co-hosts. All semifinal, quarterfinal, and later
knockout matches are hosted in the USA. Mexico and Canada host group stage and Round of 32 matches

only.

USA - 78 Matches

Dallas 9, Atlanta 8, New York/N]J 8, LA 8 - US City Breakdown

FIFA World Cup 2026 US host city matches - all 11 US cities ranked World Cup 2026 US Host Cities -
Matches Per City (78 Total) Dallas: 9. Atlanta: 8. New York/NJ: 8. LA: 8. Boston: 7. Houston: 6. Kansas City:
6. Miami: 6. Philadelphia: 5. Seattle: 5. SF Bay: 5. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. 1US host cities

78US total matches
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US Cities - Match Stage Breakdown

CITY GROUP R32 R16 QF SE FINAL TOTAL
Dallas 3 1 1 1 1 - 9
Atlanta 5 1 1 - 1 - 8
New York/NJ g 1 1 - 1 1 8
Los Angeles 4 1 1 1 - - 8
Boston 5 1 = 1 = = 7
Houston 3 1 1 - - - 6
Kansas City 3 1 = 1 = = 6
Miami 3 1 - - - - 6
Philadelphia 3 1 = 1 - - 5
Seattle 3 1 - - - - 5
SF Bay Area 3 1 = = = = 5

Dallas and Atlanta both host semifinals, making them the two most prestigious US venues after MetLife.
New York/NJ hosting the Final adds to its 3 group matches + R32 + R16 + SF for a total of 8. Notably,
Boston and Atlanta each have 5 group-stage matches - the most group-stage matches of any US city -

meaning fans there get more variety of teams without needing to travel.

Mexico - 13 Matches

Mexico City 5, Guadalajara 5, Monterrey 3 - Mexico Hosts Group Stage Only

Mexico City5 Group Matches - Estadio Azteca (83,000) Hosts Tournament Opener June 11Mexico vs South
Africa opens the 2026 World Cup at Azteca on June 11. Group stage only - no knockout matches due to
altitude (2,230m) and infrastructure concerns. Azteca is hosting its third World Cup (1970, 1986, 2026).
Guadalajara5 Group Matches - Estadio Akron (49,850) - Only City with Zero Knockout MatchesGuadalajara
is one of only 2 cities in the entire tournament with no knockout stage matches (along with Mexico City).
Group stage only. Monterrey3 Group + 1 Round of 32 - Hottest Venue at 90-97F in JuneBBVA Stadium
(51,858) is the hottest open-air venue at 90-97F (32-36C) in June. Monterrey hosts the fewest group stage

matches (3) of any city plus one Round of 32 match.
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Mexico becomes the first country to host the men's FIFA World Cup three times (1970, 1986, 2026).
Despite its historic football culture, Mexico's three host cities are limited to group-stage matches and at
most one Round of 32 fixture. This reflects both altitude challenges and FIFA's decision to concentrate
knockout rounds in larger-capacity US venues. The FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics context is in our FIFA

World Cup 2026 analysis.

Canada - 13 Matches

Vancouver 6, Toronto 6 - Canada Hosts Group Stage Plus Round of 32

World Cup 2026 Mexico and Canada host city matches comparison - 5 cities Mexico and Canada Host
Cities - Matches Comparison Mexico City: 5. Guadalajara: 5. Vancouver: 6. Toronto: 6. Monterrey: 3.
Mexico + Canada combined: 26 matches (25%). All are limited to group stage and R32. Source: FIFA, FOX
Sports April 2026. 13+13Mexico + Canada

Mexico cities Canada cities

Vancouver's BC Place (54,500) and Toronto's BMO Field (45,736) each host 6 matches - 5 group stage
plus one Round of 32. Toronto's BMO Field is the smallest venue in the tournament (45,736 capacity) but
was selected for its retractable roof and proximity to downtown Toronto's fan infrastructure. Canada's
involvement marks their first World Cup co-hosting role. The host city distribution context is in our FIFA

World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

Knockout Stage Distribution

All Finals and Semis in USA - Knockout Stage Entirely in American Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 Knockout Stage Matches by Host City

ROUND MATCHES HOST CITIES COUNTRY
Group Stage (36) 36 All 16 cities USA, Mexico, Canada
Round of 32 16 All 16 cities (1 each) USA, Mexico, Canada
Round of 16 8 Dallas, Atlanta, NY/NJ, LA, Boston, Houston USA only
Quarterfinals (4) 4 Los Angeles, Boston, Kansas City, Philadelphia USA only
Semifinals (2) 2 Dallas, Atlanta USA only
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3rd Place Match 1 Miami USA only

FINAL 1 New York/New Jersey (MetLife) USA only

From the Round of 16 onwards, every single match is played in the United States. Mexico and Canada both
participate in the Round of 32 but no later. This structure means that for any team making deep runs, all
their critical matches from the Round of 16 onward will be played in American stadiums with American

crowds.

The Miami Hard Rock Stadium (64,767) hosts the Third-Place Match - an interesting assignment for a
venue that won't be in the semifinal or final picture but still gets a high-profile late-tournament fixture. The

tourism impact of fans traveling to these knockout cities is in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Stadium Comparison

92,100 (Dallas) to 45,736 (Toronto) - Stadium Capacities Across All 16

Venues

FIFA World Cup 2026 host stadium capacity by city - all 16 venues ranked World Cup 2026 Host Stadium

Capacities (FIFA Configuration) AT&T Dallas: 92,100. Azteca Mexico City: 83,000. MetLife NY/NJ: 82,500.
NRG Houston: 72,220. Arrowhead KC: 76,416. SoFi LA: 70,240. MB Atlanta: 71,000. Lincoln Philly: 69,176.
Lumen Seattle: 68,740. Levis SF: 68,500. Source: FIFA, venue records. 92,100AT&T Stadium - largest

USA Mexico Canada

AT&T Stadium in Dallas (92,100) is the largest venue despite Azteca (83,000) being technically larger in
standard configuration - FIFA adjusts capacities for camera positions, media sections, and VIP hospitality.
Toronto's BMO Field (45,736) is the smallest but was selected for its retractable roof, downtown location,

and robust MLS fan infrastructure.

Four venues have retractable roofs to manage summer heat: AT&T Stadium (Dallas), Mercedes-Benz
Stadium (Atlanta), NRG Stadium (Houston), and BC Place (Vancouver). This was a deliberate selection
criterion as FIFA scheduled matches in open-air venues like Monterrey in the evening to avoid peak
afternoon heat of 90-97F (32-36C). The total attendance projection across 104 matches is approximately

6.5 million. The hosting cost context for these venues is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis.

Geographic Distribution
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Northeast, Southeast, South, West, Midwest - Regional Balance Across the
USA

US Host Cities by Region - Matches and Key Facts

US REGION CITIES MATCHES KEY VENUE FURTHEST STAGE
Northeast New York/NJ, Boston, Philadelphia 20 MetLife (Final) Final

Southeast Atlanta, Miami 14 Mercedes-Benz Semifinal
South/Southwest Dallas, Houston 15 AT&T Stadium Semifinal

West Coast Los Angeles, SF Bay, Seattle 18 SoFi Stadium Quarterfinal
Midwest Kansas City 6 Arrowhead Quarterfinal

The Northeast (20 matches) and South/Southwest (15 matches) are the most match-heavy US regions. The
West Coast (18 matches across LA, SF Bay, Seattle) generates the highest commercial value due to the
large Hispanic fanbase in Southern California and the concentration of tech and entertainment industry
sponsors. The social media statistics context for fans in these regions is in our social media statistics and

facts analysis.

The FIFA fixture selection process balanced several competing factors: maximizing stadium capacity
(favoring large NFL stadiums), minimizing team travel distances between group stage matches, ensuring
geographic diversity across the US, managing summer heat, and placing the highest-value matches
(semifinal, final) in the largest markets (New York, Dallas, Atlanta). New York's media market size was the

decisive factor in its Final selection.

Eight of the 11 US host cities previously hosted matches at the 1994 World Cup - reconnecting with the
legacy of America's first World Cup that generated 3.59 million attendance (the highest per-match average
in tournament history) - giving the 2026 tournament a nostalgic dimension for fans who attended 32 years
earlier. The exceptions are Seattle, SF Bay Area, and Kansas City, which are new additions to the World
Cup hosting roster. All three were selected based on the construction or renovation of NFL-standard
venues in the intervening decades. The World Cup 2026 winner odds context for which teams will compete

in these stadiums is in our World Cup winner odds analysis.

The daily social media usage context for fans planning their match-day experiences in these 16 cities is in

our daily social media usage worldwide analysis. Social media activity spikes dramatically in each host city
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on match days, with location-based posts and fan content driving enormous engagement for brands active

in those markets.

Economic Impact by Match Location

S$15-20M More Per Dallas Match vs Small Venue - How Location Drives

Revenue

Match location drives significant revenue differences. A match at AT&T Stadium Dallas (92,100) generates
approximately $15-20 million more in direct matchday revenue than a match at BMO Field Toronto (45,736)
simply due to the capacity difference. Multiply this by 9 matches versus 6 matches and Dallas generates

approximately 2-3x more matchday revenue than Toronto over the full tournament.

Premium ticket prices compound the capacity effect. US venues command higher prices due to the
premium American sports market. Category 1 tickets at MetLife for the final reached $10,990. Equivalent
premium seats at Estadio Azteca for group stage matches are approximately $400-600. The per-match

revenue gap between the Final (MetLife) and a group stage match in Toronto could be 30-50x.

$3.1BProjected Total Ticket Revenue - Distributed Across 104 Matches in 16 CitiesThe USA's 78 matches at
NFL-scale stadiums with premium US pricing will account for approximately 85-90% of total ticket revenue
despite hosting 75% of matches. Source: FIFA-WTO industry estimates. $143,750MetLife Final Resale Price
Per Seat - 22x the $6,370 Face ValueThe Final's location at MetLife has driven extreme resale demand.
Group stage matches in Toronto and Mexico City see resale premiums of 2-3x face value by comparison.

Location determines resale market intensity.

The geographic spread also drives tourism distribution. Fans attending multiple matches may visit 2-3
cities, creating tourism spending across the host region. US cities that host group stage matches plus a
Round of 32 see fans stay 5-7 days on average. Cities hosting quarterfinals and beyond see fans from
eliminated national teams replaced by fans of advancing teams - creating a secondary booking wave. The

tourism impact context is in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

TV and Broadcast Impact
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FOX Gets 70 Matches, FS1 Gets 34 - How the 104 Matches Are Split by
Broadcaster

FOX Sports holds English-language broadcast rights for all 104 matches. FOX (main channel) airs 70
matches while FS1 airs 34. A record 40 matches (38%) air in prime time. Every match is available on FOX
One and FOX Sports apps via streaming. The prime-time concentration reflects FIFA and FOX's
prioritization of US audience convenience - most prime-time matches are played at US venues in Eastern

and Central time zones.

FOX Sports 2026 World Cup Broadcast Split

NETWORK MATCHES KEY MATCHES SHARE
FOX (main) 70 All finals, semis, QFs, R16, prime-time groups 67%
FS1 34 Non-prime group stage, R32 overflow 33%
Prime Time total 40 FOX 21+ FS119 38%
Streaming (FOX One) 104 All matches live and on-demand 100%

The Telemundo network holds Spanish-language rights - significant for a tournament hosted in North
America's largest Spanish-speaking market. Cities like Los Angeles, Houston, Miami, and Dallas all have
large Hispanic populations where Spanish-language viewership may rival or exceed English-language. The
social media ad spend context for broadcasters targeting these audiences is in our social media ad spend

worldwide analysis.

West Coast match times present a scheduling challenge. A 12 PM ET kickoff at Dallas or Atlanta
corresponds to 9 AM PT in Seattle and LA - a time when casual viewers in Pacific time zones may not tune
in. This has influenced FIFA's scheduling choices, with the most important group stage matches generally

assigned to later time slots that work across all US time zones.

The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss match schedules, city guides, and broadcast times
are in our biggest social media platforms analysis. Twitter/X, Reddit's r/worldcup, and TikTok football
content will generate hundreds of millions of engagements during the 39-day tournament window,

particularly around high-profile venues like MetLife and Azteca.

Fan Travel Guide
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Which City to Visit? - A Data-Driven Guide for World Cup Fans

Host City Comparison for Fans - Key Decision Factors

CITY MATCHES BEST FOR AVG JUNE TEMP VENUE

Dallas 9 Most matches, semifinal atmosphere 90-95F Retractable roof (AC)
Atlanta 8 Southern hospitality, semifinal 86-90F Retractable roof (AC)

New York/NJ 8 Final, global city experience 75-82F Open air, largest at 82,500
Los Angeles 8 Entertainment, beach, quarterfinal 72-78F Open air, SoFi 70,240
Boston 7 5 group matches, diverse teams 70-75F Open air, Gillette 65,878
Vancouver 6 Beautiful city, no US visa needed 65-70F Retractable roof, 54,500
Mexico City 5 History, Azteca opener, no US visa 60-68F Open air, Azteca 83,000
Kansas City 6 Best value, quarterfinal, BBQ 80-88F Open air, Arrowhead 76,416

For fans maximising their match count, Dallas (9 matches) and Atlanta (8) offer the most football without
changing cities. For perfect weather, Vancouver (65-70F average in June) and Mexico City (60-68F) are
the most comfortable. For best value, Kansas City offers strong match quality (quarterfinal included) with

lower accommodation costs than New York, LA, or Dallas.

Visa requirements add complexity to the multi-city fan experience. Matches in Toronto and Vancouver
require no US visa (Canadian visa needed). Matches in Mexico City, Guadalajara, and Monterrey require no
US visa (Mexican tourist permit needed). The 5 Canadian and Mexican cities collectively host 26 matches
for fans who want to avoid US visa requirements. The world population context for the nations represented

across these 16 cities is in our world population analysis.

World Cup 2026 host city average June temperature vs number of matches - climate vs quantity Host City
Climate vs Matches - Temperature (F) and Match Count Dallas: 9 matches / 90-95F. Atlanta: 8 / 86-90F.
Kansas City: 6 / 80-88F. NY/NJ: 8 / 75-82F. Boston: 7 / 70-75F. Vancouver: 6 / 65-70F. Mexico City: 5/
60-68F. LA: 8 / 72-78F. Best weather = fewest matches (Vancouver, Mexico City). Most matches = hottest

venues (Dallas, Atlanta). DallasMost matches, hottest VancouverBest climate (65-70F)

For fans following specific national teams, city selection depends on group stage draw. Argentina (Group L)
play at New York/NJ, giving Argentine fans a reason to choose the eventual Final venue for their group

stage fixtures. England (Group C) play at Boston, Washington (Boston Stadium hosting their matches). USA
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(Group D) play at LA-based SoFi Stadium, giving American fans in Southern California home-city access.
The confederation breakdown context for how these groups formed is in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.

Multi-city trips are becoming the dominant fan travel pattern, with average fans planning to attend 2-3
matches in different cities. The most popular planned itinerary reported by travel agencies is group stage
matches in a Canadian or Mexican city (no US visa complications, lower cost) followed by a knockout
round match in a US city. Upgraded Points estimated a single group-stage match trip (including flights, 2
nights accommodation, ground transport, and ticket) at approximately $1,500-4,000 depending on city,

with New York, LA, and Dallas the most expensive destinations.

The global economy context for the commercial investments being made across these 16 host cities is in
our global economy analysis. Combined public and private investment in host city infrastructure, fan zones,
transport upgrades, and hospitality expansion across all 16 venues is estimated at $12 billion+ -

transforming these cities' sports infrastructure for decades beyond the 39-day tournament window.

FIFA's match allocation formula considers several weighted factors beyond stadium capacity: host city
infrastructure quality, transportation connectivity, accommodation supply, climate and weather risk,
security capacity, cultural significance, and TV market size. New York's designation as the Final host
reflects its #1 US TV market ranking, 82,500-seat MetLife Stadium, JFK/Newark international airport
access, and world-class hotel inventory. Dallas's 9 matches reflect its AT&T Stadium supremacy (92,100),
central time zone, retractable roof, and proven experience hosting major NFL events including 4 Super

Bowls.

The match distribution data confirms a clear philosophy: FIFA has prioritized using America's world-class
NFL infrastructure for the most commercially valuable knockout rounds, while giving Mexico and Canada
meaningful but limited roles that honor the three-nation co-hosting arrangement. The result is the most
geographically diverse - and commercially ambitious - World Cup ever hosted. With NFL stadiums
averaging 70,000+ capacity, dynamic ticket pricing generating $3.1B in projected revenue, and all the
critical knockout matches on American soil, the 2026 distribution formula maximises both the spectacle and

the commercial return for FIFA, broadcasters, and the three host nations.

Key Statistics
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World Cup 2026 Match Distribution - Key Statistics

Dallas 9Most Matches of Any City - AT&T Stadium (92,100) Hosts SemifinalDallas hosts 9 matches - most
of any city in the tournament. AT&T Stadium (92,100 capacity) is the largest in the USA. Retractable roof
manages Texas summer heat. Matches: 3 group stage + R32 + R16 + QF + SF = 9 total. Does not host the
Final. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026. MetLife FinalNew York/NJ Hosts the Final July 19, 2026 -
82,500 Capacity, 8 Total MatchesMetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ hosts the Final on July 19 at 3:00
PM ET. FIFA configuration capacity: 82,500. Stadium opened 2010, home of NY Giants and NY Jets. Called
"New York New Jersey Stadium" during the tournament (branding stripped per FIFA rules). Source: FIFA
official. 78/104USA Hosts 75% of All Matches - 11 Cities, All Knockout Rounds from R16 OnwardsThe USA
hosts 78 of 104 total matches (75%). All matches from the Round of 16 onwards are played in the USA. The
3 semifinalists and final host are all US cities. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures April 2026. Azteca 3rd
Mexico City Hosts Its 3rd World Cup - Opener June 11 (Mexico vs South Africa)Estadio Azteca (83,000
capacity - largest in the tournament) hosts the opening match June 11. Mexico becomes the first country to
host the men's World Cup 3 times. Limited to group stage only due to altitude (2,230m). Source: FIFA,
ESPN. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Match Distribution

Dallas (AT&T Stadium) with 9 matches - the most of any city. Atlanta (8), New York/NJ (8), and LA (8)

follow. MetLife Stadium (NY/NJ) hosts the Final despite being tied on matches. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports.

78 of 104 matches (75%) across 11 cities. Mexico and Canada each host 13 (12.5%). All matches from

Round of 16 onwards are in the USA. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures.

MetLife Stadium, East Rutherford, New Jersey (called NY NJ Stadium during the tournament). July 19,
2026 at 3:00 PM ET. Capacity: 82,500. Home of NFL's Giants and Jets. Source: FIFA official.

Estadio Azteca, Mexico City on June 11, 2026. The opening match is Mexico vs South Africa. Azteca has

83,000 capacity and is hosting its third World Cup (1970, 1986, 2026). Source: FIFA official.

Dallas (AT&T Stadium) and Atlanta (Mercedes-Benz Stadium) host the two World Cup 2026 semifinals.

New York/NJ then hosts the Final. Source: FIFA, FOX Sports April 2026.

Mexico City and Guadalajara - both limited to group stage matches only, no knockout rounds. All other 14

cities host at least one knockout match (minimum: Round of 32). Source: FIFA.
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BMO Field in Toronto (45,736) is the smallest venue. Estadio Azteca (83,000) and AT&T Stadium (92,100)

are the largest. Source: FIFA, KickoffAdventures.
39 days - June 11to July 19, 2026. 104 matches. 16 host cities. 3 countries. 48 teams. Source: FIFA official.
Sources

FOX Sports / FOX News - 2026 World Cup Locations: Games, Schedule for All 16 Cities (April 9, 2026) -

Primary source for match counts and schedule by city. Full fixture list per venue.

KickoffAdventures - World Cup 2026 Schedule by City - Source for country totals (USA 78, Mexico 13,

Canada 13), quick facts, stadium capacities, and knockout round distribution.

MLS Soccer - FIFA World Cup 2026 Schedule: Every Game by City and Stadium - Source for individual

match fixtures, group assignments, and date/time information by city.

USA Today - World Cup 2026 Host Stadiums and Cities for Every Game - Source for venue details (MetLife

hosting Final, AT&T Stadium, Mercedes-Benz Stadium match counts).

Match counts based on confirmed FIFA fixture list as of April 2026. Group stage matches: 36 total (12
groups x 3 matches). Knockout matches: 16 (R32) + 8 (R16) + 4 (QF) + 2 (SF) + 1 (3rd place) + 1 (Final) =
32. Total = 104. Capacity figures are FIFA tournament configuration, which may differ from NFL regular-

season capacity. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Distribution of host cities at the FIFA World Cup
2026, by country

Updated May 23, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-host-cities-countries

16 11 78

TOTAL HOST CITIES ACROSS THREE US HOST CITIES - 78 MATCHES (75% OF USA MATCHES OUT OF 104 TOTAL
COUNTRIES TOTAL)

92,542 $3.3B

ROSE BOWL LA - LARGEST VENUE NEW YORK/NJ - HIGHEST CITY
CAPACITY ECONOMIC IMPACT

Overview

Number of host cities at the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico, and
the United States, by country

The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first edition hosted by three nations simultaneously. The United States
dominates the hosting allocation with 11 of 16 cities and 78 of 104 matches (75%). Mexico contributes 3
cities (Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara) hosting 13 matches. Canada contributes 2 cities (Vancouver,

Toronto) hosting 13 matches.

This three-nation hosting model was selected by FIFA in June 2018, when the United 2026 bid
(USA/Canada/Mexico) defeated Morocco's solo bid by 134 votes to 65. The joint bid's decisive advantage
was the existing stadium infrastructure - all 16 venues are already built, requiring no new construction. The

comprehensive FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Cities by Country

USA 11 Cities, Canada 3, Mexico 2 - Host City Distribution by Country

FIFA World Cup 2026 host cities and matches by country - USA Canada Mexico World Cup 2026 Host City
and Match Distribution by Country USA: 11 cities, 78 matches (75%). Canada: 2 cities, 13 matches (12.5%).
Mexico: 3 cities, 13 matches (12.5%). Total: 16 cities, 104 matches. Source: FIFA official 2026. 75%USA
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share of matches
Number of host cities Number of matches

Mexico's Estadio Azteca in Mexico City holds historic significance as the only stadium in the world to host
matches at three different FIFA World Cups - 1970 (when Pele's Brazil won), 1986 (Maradona's "Hand of

God" and "Goal of the Century"), and now 2026. It hosts the tournament's opening match on June 11, 2026.

Canada's two venues represent the country's first time hosting men's FIFA World Cup matches.
Vancouver's BC Place and Toronto's BMO Field bring the tournament to Canada's Pacific and Atlantic

coasts. The global economy context for these host nations is in our global economy analysis.

Stadium Capacities

Rose Bowl 92,542 to BMO Field 45,736 - All 16 World Cup 2026 Venues by
Capacity

FIFA World Cup 2026 stadiums ranked by seating capacity - all 16 venues World Cup 2026 Stadiums
Ranked by Capacity (All 16 Venues) Rose Bowl (LA): 92,542. Estadio Azteca (Mexico City): 83,357. MetLife
(NY/NJ): 82,500. AT&T Stadium (Dallas): 80,000. Arrowhead (KC): 76,416. Empower Field (Denver): 76,125.
NRG (Houston): 72,220. SoFi (LA): 70,240. Lumen Field (Seattle): 69,000. Lincoln Financial (Philly): 68,532.
Levis (SF): 68,500. Gillette (Boston): 65,878. Commonwealth (Edmonton): 56,302. BC Place (Vancouver):
54,500. Estadio BBVA (Monterrey): 53,500. BMO Field (Toronto): 45,736. Sources: FIFA, stadium operators

2026. £2-5%. 92,542Rose Bowl - largest
USA venues Mexico venues Canada venues

The Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California is the largest venue at 92,542 capacity - but it was not selected as
the final venue. MetLife Stadium (82,500) in the New York metro area was chosen for the final due to

superior transport infrastructure and the world's largest media market.

10 of the 11 US venues are NFL stadiums - used weekly for American football during the NFL season. This
dual-use makes the 2026 World Cup the most infrastructure-efficient World Cup ever, with zero new
stadium construction required. The NFL statistics and facts context is in our NFL statistics and facts

analysis.

Full Data Table
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World Cup 2026 Host Cities - Full Data Table

FIFA World Cup 2026 Host Cities, Stadiums and Match Allocation (FIFA Official) Click column to sort

CITY COUNTRY STADIUM CAPACITY MATCHES KEY MATCH
New York/NJ USA MetLife Stadium 82,500 8 FINAL
Dallas USA AT&T Stadium 80,000 9 Semi-final
Los Angeles USA SoFi Stadium 70,240 6 Group + KO
Los Angeles USA Rose Bowl 92,542 6 Group + KO
SF Bay Area USA Levis Stadium 68,500 6 Group + KO
Kansas City USA Arrowhead Stadium 76,416 6 Group + KO
Boston USA Gillette Stadium 65,878 7 Group + KO
Philadelphia USA Lincoln Financial 68,532 6 July 4 R16
Houston USA NRG Stadium 72,220 7 Group + KO
Denver USA Empower Field 76,125 5 Group + KO
Seattle USA Lumen Field 69,000 7 Group + KO
Mexico City Mexico Estadio Azteca 83,357 7 OPENING MATCH
Monterrey Mexico Estadio BBVA 53,500 6 Group + KO
Vancouver Canada BC Place 54,500 5 Group + KO
Toronto Canada BMO Field 45,736 S Group + KO
Guadalajara Mexico Estadio Akron 48,000 5 Group + KO

Sources: FIFA Official World Cup 2026 venue list. LOC match allocation. Capacity from stadium operators.
+2-5% capacity figures. Match counts include group stage + knockout rounds per FIFA official schedule.

Key matches from FIFA draw allocation.

Dallas/Fort Worth and Atlanta each receive the most matches of any city at 9 each - including a semi-final
at AT&T Stadium (80,000). AT&T Stadium is the home of the Dallas Cowboys, the world's most valuable
sports franchise at $10.1 billion. Philadelphia's Lincoln Financial Field hosts a Round of 16 match on July 4,

2026 - coinciding with America's 250th independence anniversary.
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Matches by US City

Dallas 9, Boston 7, Houston 7 - Match Allocation Across 11 US Host Cities

FIFA World Cup 2026 match allocation across 11 US host cities - number of games per city World Cup 2026
Matches by US Host City (Number of Games) Dallas: 9 matches. New York/NJ: 8 (incl. Final). Boston: 7.
Houston: 7. Seattle: 7. Philadelphia: 6. SF Bay: 6. Kansas City: 6. LA (SoFi): 6. LA (Rose Bowl): 6. Denver: 5.

Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. 9Dallas - most matches 78Total US matches

Los Angeles is the only metro area with two venues - SoFi Stadium (home of NFL's Rams and Chargers,
70,240) and the Rose Bowl (92,542). Combined, LA hosts 12 matches across its two stadiums, making it

the highest-match metro area in the tournament.

Economic Impact

NY/NJ $3.3B, Dallas $1.8B, Houston $1.5B - Economic Impact by US Host
City

FIFA World Cup 2026 projected economic impact by US host city - billion USD World Cup 2026 Projected
Economic Impact by US Host City (Billion USD) NY/NJ: $3.3B, 26,000+ jobs. Dallas: $1.8B. Houston: $1.5B.

Miami: $1.5B. Boston: $1.1B. LA: $1.0B. Seattle: $0.93B. KC: $0.65B. SF Bay: $0.55B. Philadelphia: $0.50B.

Atlanta: $0.50B. Sources: Host committees, PWC 2026. +15-25%. $3.3BNY/NJ - highest
Projected economic impact (billion USD)

New York/New Jersey's $3.3 billion projected economic impact dwarfs every other host city. Hosting the
final plus 7 other matches, combined with the NY metro area's massive hotel inventory and the world's
largest media market, drives this exceptional figure. An estimated 1.2 million visitors and 26,000+ jobs are

projected.

Kansas City ($650M) stands out as the smaller-market success story - its economic impact relative to city
size is among the highest per capita of any host city. KC's Arrowhead Stadium (76,416, home of NFL's
Chiefs) brings major international sporting event infrastructure to America's heartland. The world

population of fans arriving from 48 nations is in our world population analysis.

Key Match Venues
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Opening at Azteca, Final at MetLife - Key Match Venue Assignments

FIFA World Cup 2026 key match venue assignments - opening final semi-finals World Cup 2026 Key Match
Venue Assignments Opening Match: Estadio Azteca, Mexico City (June 11). Final: MetLife Stadium, NJ (July
19). Semi-final 1: AT&T Stadium, Dallas. Semi-final 2: Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta. 3rd Place: Hard

Rock Stadium, Miami. Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. June 110pening match date July 19Final date

The tournament runs 39 days from June 11 (opening) to July 19 (final) - the longest World Cup in history.
The opening match Mexico vs South Africa at Estadio Azteca is symbolically significant as a match

between two of the three co-host nations on historically significant ground.

Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz Stadium hosts a semi-final despite not being in the original 16-city list - it was
added as an additional venue for key knockout matches. Miami's Hard Rock Stadium hosts the 3rd place
match. The social media statistics context for how fans follow these venues is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

FIFA World Cup 2026 matches split by host country - percentage of 104 total matches World Cup 2026
Match Share by Country (% of 104 Total Matches) USA: 78 matches (75%). Mexico: 13 matches (12.5%).
Canada: 13 matches (12.5%). The USA hosts all knockout rounds from the quarter-finals onwards, plus the

majority of group stage matches. Sources: FIFA official schedule 2026. 75%USA match share

The USA's 75% match share reflects both the dominance of the US bid and the practical reality that the
majority of suitable high-capacity stadiums are on American soil. All quarter-finals, semi-finals, the 3rd
place match, and the final are played in US venues. The daily social media usage context for fans engaging

with these host cities is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Average stadium capacity by host country at FIFA World Cup 2026 Average Stadium Capacity by Country -
World Cup 2026 USA average: 73,304 (11 venues). Mexico average: 68,429 (2 venues). Canada average:
52,179 (3 venues). US venues are largest on average due to NFL stadium infrastructure. Sources: FIFA,

stadium operators 2026. 73,304USA avg capacity

US venues have the highest average capacity at 73,304 - reflecting the NFL stadium infrastructure where
most US venues seat 65,000-92,000. Mexico's average of 68,429 is lifted by the 83,357-capacity Estadio
Azteca. Canada's lower average of 52,179 reflects smaller soccer-specific venues like BMO Field (45,736).
The biggest social media platforms where fans follow these host cities are in our biggest social media

platforms by users analysis.
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Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Host Cities - Key Statistics

1US Host Cities - 78 of 104 Matches, All Knockout Rounds from QF OnwardsThe United States hosts 11
cities and 78 of 104 matches (75%) at the FIFA World Cup 2026 - the largest single-country hosting share
in any multi-nation World Cup. All US venues are existing NFL or major sports stadiums requiring zero new
construction. The 11 US host cities span both coasts and the central US: New York/NJ, Dallas, LA (x2), SF
Bay, Kansas City, Boston, Philadelphia, Houston, Denver, and Seattle. Source: FIFA official 2026.
92,542Rose Bowl Pasadena - Largest World Cup 2026 Venue by Seating CapacityThe Rose Bowl in
Pasadena, California is the largest venue at the 2026 World Cup with a capacity of 92,542 - approximately
10,000 seats more than the next largest venue (Estadio Azteca, 83,357). Despite being the largest, the
Rose Bowl was not selected for the final - MetLife Stadium (82,500) in the New York metro area was
chosen instead due to superior transport and media infrastructure. Source: FIFA, stadium operators 2026.
+2-5%. $3.3BNew York/NJ Economic Impact - Highest of Any Host City, 26,000+ Jobs CreatedNew
York/New Jersey projects approximately $3.3 billion in economic impact from the 2026 World Cup - the
highest of any host city by a significant margin. The projection includes 1.2 million visitors, 26,000+ jobs,
and $432 million in state and local tax revenue. Hosting 8 matches including the final drives this
exceptional figure. Source: NY/NJ Host Committee, PwC 2026. +15-25%. 3Estadio Azteca - Only Stadium
to Host 3 Different World Cups (1970, 1986, 2026)Mexico City's Estadio Azteca is the only stadium in the
world to host matches at three different FIFA World Cups: 1970 (Pele's Brazil won), 1986 (Maradona's
famous Argentina tournament), and 2026. The 83,357-capacity venue hosts the opening match on June 11,
2026 - Mexico vs Canada. Estadio Azteca is also one of the highest-altitude World Cup venues at 2,230
metres above sea level. Source: FIFA official records 2026. ONew Stadiums Built - All 16 Venues Already
Exist, Zero Construction RequiredThe 2026 World Cup requires zero new stadium construction - all 16
venues already exist as NFL stadiums, soccer stadiums, or multi-purpose venues. This makes it the most
infrastructure-efficient World Cup since 1994. Compare to Qatar 2022 (7 new stadiums built, $6.5 billion
construction cost) and Brazil 2014 (12 stadiums built or renovated, $3.6 billion). The only construction is
temporary modifications for FIFA pitch requirements and broadcasting infrastructure. Source: FIFA, LOC
2026. 39Tournament Duration - June 11 to July 19, 2026, the Longest World Cup in HistoryThe 2026 World
Cup runs 39 days from June 11 (opening match at Estadio Azteca) to July 19 (final at MetLife Stadium) - the
longest World Cup in tournament history. The extended duration reflects the expanded 104-match

schedule (vs 64 in 32-team World Cups) and the need to provide adequate rest days between rounds. The
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previous longest World Cup was also in the USA (1994, 31 days). Source: FIFA official schedule 2026. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Host Cities

There are 16 host cities at the FIFA World Cup 2026: 11 in the United States, 2 in Canada (Vancouver,
Toronto), and 3 in Mexico (Mexico City, Monterrey, Guadalajara). This is the first World Cup hosted by

three countries simultaneously. Source: FIFA official 2026.

The final is at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (New York metro area) on July 19, 2026.
MetLife has 82,500 capacity and is home to the NFL's Giants and Jets. It was chosen over the larger Rose

Bowl (92,542) due to superior transport links. Source: FIFA official 2026.

The USA hosts 78 of 104 total matches (75%). Mexico and Canada each host 13 matches (12.5% each). All
quarter-finals, semi-finals, 3rd place match, and the final are in US venues. Dallas hosts the most matches

of any city at 9. Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

The opening match is at Estadio Azteca in Mexico City on June 11, 2026 - Mexico vs Canada. Estadio
Azteca (83,357 capacity) becomes the only stadium to host matches at three different World Cups (1970,
1986, 2026). Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

The Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California is the largest venue at 92,542 capacity. Estadio Azteca in Mexico
City is second at 83,357. MetLife Stadium (NY/NJ, the final venue) is third at 82,500. The smallest venue is

BMO Field in Toronto at 45,736. Source: FIFA, stadium operators 2026. +2-5%.

New York/New Jersey projects the highest economic impact at approximately $3.3 billion, followed by
Dallas ($1.8B), Houston ($1.5B), and Miami ($1.5B). NY/NJ also projects 26,000+ jobs and $432M in tax

revenue from hosting 8 matches including the final. Source: Host committees, PwC 2026. £15-25%.

No new stadiums were built for the 2026 World Cup. All 16 venues are existing stadiums - 10 US venues
are NFL stadiums. This makes it the most infrastructure-efficient World Cup since 1994. Compare to Qatar

2022 (7 new stadiums, $6.5B cost) and Brazil 2014 (12 venues, $3.6B). Source: FIFA, LOC 2026.

The tournament runs 39 days from June 11 to July 19, 2026 - the longest World Cup in history. The
extended duration accommodates 104 matches (vs 64 in 32-team editions) across 16 cities in three

countries with adequate rest days between rounds. Source: FIFA official schedule 2026.

Sources
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FIFA.com - Official FIFA World Cup 2026 Venue and Schedule Information - Primary source for all host city,
stadium, and match allocation data. FIFA official announcements are the authoritative source for World Cup

2026 venue facts.

Statista - FIFA World Cup 2026 Host City Statistics - Source for host city distribution data, stadium capacity

comparisons, and match allocation breakdowns. +2-5%.

Doc's Sports - 79 FIFA World Cup 2026 Financial Statistics - Source for detailed economic impact

projections by US host city, including jobs, visitor counts, and tax revenue estimates. +15-25%.

PwC - FIFA World Cup 2026 Economic Impact Analysis - Source for independent economic impact

verification and cross-validation of host committee projections. +15-25%.

All host city and match data from FIFA official announcements. Economic impact figures are projections
from host committees and commissioned studies - inherent uncertainty +15-25%. Stadium capacity figures

from venue operators in World Cup configuration. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

FIFA World Cup: total prize pool 2002-2026

Updated May 26, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-prize-pot

$655M $50M S9OM

TOTAL 2026 PRIZE POOL - 50% UP CHAMPION PRIZE 2026 - ALL-TIME GROUP STAGE MINIMUM - EVERY TEAM
FROM QATAR 2022 RECORD GUARANTEED

S40M $727M $215M

TOTAL PRIZE POOL 2002 - 1,538% TOTAL FUND INCL. PREP BONUSES AND INCREASE VS QATAR 2022 - BIGGEST
GROWTH IN 24 YEARS CLUB BENEFITS JUMP IN HISTORY

Overview

Total prize fund for the FIFA World Cup from 2002 to 2026

FIFA announced in December 2024 that the 2026 World Cup will distribute $655 million in prize money to
48 participating nations - $50 million to the champion, down to $9 million for group stage exits. This is a
50% increase on Qatar 2022's $440 million. The expanded 48-team format, the US commercial premium,

and FIFA's in-house hospitality strategy all contributed to the record fund.

The $727 million total fund (including preparation bonuses and the Club Benefit Programme) is the largest
in World Cup history. The match distribution context for the 104-match tournament generating this revenue

is in our World Cup 2026 matches by city and country analysis.

The expanded 48-team format creates a new stage (Round of 32) that adds $176 million in payouts - the
largest single-stage payout block. Every team that advances beyond the group stage earns a minimum of
$11 million. With 104 matches generating an estimated $3.1B in ticket revenue alone, FIFA has the

commercial foundation to sustain and grow prize money beyond 2026.

Prize Pool History

S$40M (2002) to S655M (2026) - 1,538% Growth in 24 Years

FIFA World Cup total prize pool 2002 to 2026 - million USD - official FIFA figures FIFA World Cup Total
Prize Pool - 2002 to 2026 (Million USD) 2002: $40M. 2006: $266M. 2010: $420M. 2014: $576M. 2018:
$400M. 2022: $440M. 2026: $655M. Sources: Statista, FIFA official. +-2-5%. $655M2026 - record
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Total prize pool (million USD) 2018 - accounting methodology change

Two anomalies stand out. The 2006 spike from $40M to $266M (+565%) reflects FIFA's prize money
reform. The 2018 dip to $400M vs 2014's $576M was an accounting methodology change - preparation
money and club benefits were separated from the headline prize figure. Individual team payouts actually

increased in 2018.

FIFA World Cup Prize Pool - Complete Data 2002 to 2026 Click to sort

YEAR  HOST TOTAL POOL ($M) WINNER ($M) RUNNER-UP ($M) GROUP EXIT ($M) TEAMS
2002  Japan/Korea $40M $8M $5M $1M 32
2006  Germany $266M $20M $15M $5M 32
2010 South Africa $420M $30M $24M $8M 32
2014 Brazil $576M $35M $25M $8M 32
2018 Russia $400M $38M $28M $8M 32
2022 Qatar $440M $42M $30M $OM 32
2026 USA/MEX/CAN $655M $50M $33M $OM 48

Sources: Statista citing FIFA/totalsportal.com (2002-2022). 2026: FIFA official December 2024. 2018 lower

than 2014 due to accounting methodology change only. +-2-5%.

Winner Prize Growth

S8M (2002) to S50M (2026) - Champion Prize Up 525%

FIFA World Cup winner prize money 2002 to 2026 - million USD World Cup Champion Prize - 2002 to 2026
(Million USD) 2002: $8M. 2006: $20M. 2010: $30M. 2014: $35M. 2018: $38M. 2022: $42M. 2026: $50M.
Source: FIFA official. +-2-5%. $50M2026 winner +525%vs 2002

Argentina earned $42M for winning Qatar 2022 - the current record held by a champion. The 2026 winner
at $50M earns +$8M more. Key context: the entire 2002 prize pool ($40M) was less than the 2022

winner's prize alone ($42M).

The 48 teams competing for this prize are broken down by confederation in our World Cup 2026 teams by

confederation analysis.
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2026 Stage Breakdown

$50M Champion to S9M Group Exit - Full 2026 Prize by Stage

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize money by stage - million USD per team - FIFA official December 2024 World
Cup 2026 Prize Money by Stage (Million USD Per Team) Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M.
4th: $27M. QF: $19M. R16: $15M. R32: $11M (NEW). Group: $9M. Source: FIFA December 2024.

$50MChampion - record

Prize per team at this stage ($M) Round of 32 - new stage in 2026 World Cup 2026 - Full Prize Breakdown

by Stage (FIFA Official, December 2024)

PER TEAM TOTAL PAYOUT VS 2022

Champion $50M 1 $50M +$8M (+19%)
Runner-up $33M 1 $33M +$3M (+10%)
3rd Place $29M 1 $29M +$2M (+7%)

4th Place $27M 1 $27M +$2M (+8%)
Quarterfinal (5th-8th) $19M 4 $76M +$2M (+12%)
Round of 16 (9th-16th) $15M 8 $120M +$2M (+15%)
Round of 32 (17th-32nd) $11IM 16 $176M NEW in 2026
Group Stage (33rd-48th) $OM 16 $144M Same as 2022
TOTAL $655M 48 $655M +$215M (+49%)

Source: FIFA official announcement December 2024. Round of 32 is NEW in 2026 (48-team expansion). 16

teams x $11M = $176M - largest single-stage payout block. Group stage = 33rd-48th place.

The new Round of 32 block (16 teams x $11M = $176M) is the single largest payout in the 2026 structure. It
is a direct result of the 48-team expansion creating an extra knockout round. Every team that wins even

one knockout match earns $11M minimum.

2022 vs 2026 Comparison
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S440M vs $655M - Qatar 2022 and USA 2026 Side by Side

FIFA World Cup prize pool comparison 2022 vs 2026 by stage - million USD per team Prize Per Team by
Stage - Qatar 2022 vs USA 2026 (Million USD) Champion: $42M (2022) vs $50M (2026). Group exit: $9M
both. R32 is new in 2026 (pink). All other stages +$2-3M per team. Source: FIFA official. +-2-5%.
+$215M2026 vs 2022

Qatar 2022 USA 2026 New in 2026 only

The $215M increase comes from three factors: 16 extra teams at $9-11M each, higher individual stage
payouts (+$2-8M), and the US commercial premium. FIFA's projected $10.9B cycle revenue makes the

$655M pool approximately 6% of total income.

Prize Distribution

Group Stage 22%, Round of 32 27%, Winner 7.6% - How $655M Is Split

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize pool distribution by stage - percentage share of $655M total 2026 Prize
Distribution - Share of $655M by Stage Group Group stage: $144M (22%). R32: $176M (27%). R16: $120M
(18%). QF: $76M (12%). SF+3rd+4th: $85M (13%). Final: $83M (13%). Source: FIFA December 2024.

7.6%Winner's share 49%Early exits share

$50MChampion - Record Prize, Up From $42M (2022) and $8M (2002)MetLife Stadium, July 19, 2026.
Argentina earned $42M in 2022. Italy earned $2.2M in 1982. The winner's prize grew 2,1773% from 1982 to
2026. Source: FIFA December 2024. $176MRound of 32 Block - 16 Teams x $11M - Biggest Single Stage
PayoutNew stage created by the 48-team expansion. Did not exist in 2022. The largest individual stage
payout in the entire 2026 prize structure. Source: FIFA December 2024. $727MTotal Fund - $655M +
Preparation Bonuses + Club Benefits ($209M in 2022)Full fund including preparation money and Club
Benefit Programme: ~$727M. CBP alone paid $209M in 2022, compensating clubs releasing players to
national teams. Source: FIFA, goaltheball.com. 1,538%Prize Pool Growth - $40M (2002) to $655M (2026)
in 24 YearsMirrors FIFA's broadcast revenue explosion: ~$1.2B per cycle (2002) to $10.9B (2026). Prize

pool as % of FIFA revenue stays around 6%. Source: Statista, FIFA.

Revenue Context
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$655M vs $10.9B - Prize is 6% of FIFA Revenue, Club World Cup Pays More

FIFA World Cup prize pool vs FIFA total cycle revenue 2002 to 2026 - dual axis comparison Prize Pool vs
FIFA Cycle Revenue - 2002 to 2026 (Dual Axis) Green = FIFA cycle revenue ($B, left). Gold = prize pool
($M, right). 2026: $10.9B revenue vs $655M pool = 6% share. Source: FIFA Publications, WorldCupRadar.

6%Prize as % of revenue

FIFA cycle revenue ($B) Prize pool ($M) World Cup 2026 vs FIFA Club World Cup 2025 - Prize Comparison

TOURNAMENT TOTAL PRIZE POOL WINNER PRIZE TEAMS WINNER

FIFA World Cup 2026 $655M $50M 48 TBD - July 19
FIFA Club World Cup 2025 $1,000M $125M 32 Chelsea (USA)
Difference CWC +$345M (+53%) CWC +$75M (+150%) WC +16 teams =

FIFA Club World Cup 2025 ($1B total, $125M winner) paid 52% more than the World Cup ($655M) despite
far smaller global audiences. Chelsea received $125M - 2.5x the World Cup champion's $50M. Source: Al
Jazeera, BBC Sport 2025.

Critics note national team players generating FIFA's $10.9B revenue receive only 6% ($655M) as prize
money, while club players at the expanded Club World Cup received $1B from a much smaller revenue

base. This disparity fuels ongoing debate about national team player compensation.

Historical Winners

$2.2M Italy (1982) to S$50M in 2026 - Every Champion's Prize on Record

FIFA World Cup Champion Prize Money - Historical (1982-2026)

CHAMPION RUNNER-UP WINNER PRIZE TOTAL POOL
1982 Italy West Germany $2.2M ~$20M
1986 Argentina West Germany $3M ~$25M
1990 West Germany Argentina $4M ~$30M
1994 Brazil Italy $6M ~$35M
1998 France Brazil $6M ~$30M
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2002 Brazil Germany $8M $40M

2006 Italy France $20M $266M
2010 Spain Netherlands $30M $420M
2014 Germany Argentina $35M $576M
2018 France Croatia $38M $400M
2022 Argentina France $42M $440M
2026 TBD - July 19 TBD $50M $655M

Sources: WorldCupRadar, Statista, FIFA official records. Pre-2002 figures approximate. 2018 lower than

2014 due to accounting methodology change. +-5-10% on pre-2002 estimates.

France is unique - winning twice (1998, 2018) and losing twice as runner-up (2006, 2022). Four finals in 24
years. Argentina (3 World Cup wins: 1978, 1986, 2022) and Germany (4 wins: 1954, 1974, 1990, 2014) are

the only teams with more total winners' prizes than France in this period.

The 2026 final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium will determine the next champion. Spain (20% betting
probability), France (18%), and England (14 %) are the top three favorites. The full odds breakdown is in our

World Cup winner odds analysis.

How Prizes Are Paid

To the Football Association, Not Players Directly - How Prize Money Flows

To the FAPrize Paid to National Football Association - Player Share Decided DomesticallyFIFA pays prize
money directly to the national football association (e.g. AFA for Argentina, FA for England). How much
individual players receive is decided by each association. Player shares typically range from 30-70% of the
total. ~$1.3MEstimated Per-Player Share if Champion - Based on 26-Man Squad and 60% Distributionlf a
26-man squad receives 60% of $50M = $30M split 26 ways = ~$1.15M per player. Argentina's 2022 squad
reportedly received approximately $250-350K each (lower distribution %). Source: WorldCupRadar
estimates. $209MClub Benefit Programme 2022 - Compensating Clubs for Releasing PlayersClubs from 6
confederations received $209M in 2022 through FIFA's Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - compensating
them for releasing players to national teams and covering injury insurance. CBP is separate from the

$440M prize pool. Source: FIFA Publications.
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Prize money is just one component of World Cup financial benefits. Shirt sales spike globally during
tournaments - Argentina's jersey reportedly sold out worldwide after the 2022 final. Sponsor bonuses from

kit manufacturers (Adidas, Nike) can equal or exceed prize money for top national teams.

Individual players do not receive prize money during the tournament. Payments flow: FIFA pays FA, FA
distributes to players after the tournament per its internal CBA. Top associations (Germany, France,

England) have transparent frameworks. Smaller associations may share as little as 20-30% with players.

Future Projections

2030 and 2034 - Will the World Cup Prize Pool Hit $1 Billion?

World Cup Prize Pool - Historical and Projected (2002-2034)

YEAR HOST TOTAL POOL WINNER TEAMS NOTES

2022 Qatar $440M $42M 32 Last 32-team WC
2026 USA/MEX/CAN $655M $50M 48 Official FIFA Dec 2024
2030 MAR/ESP/POR ~$975M ~$70-80M 48 Projected (+49% rate)
2034 Saudi Arabia ~$1.3B ~$100M + 48 Projected - 1st $1B WC?

2030 and 2034 figures are projections based on historical growth rates. Not official FIFA figures. +-20-

30% on projections. Source: WorldCupRadar, industry analysis.

If the prize pool grows at the 2022-t0-2026 rate (+49%) again from 2026 to 2030, the 2030 World Cup
prize pool could reach approximately $975 million. The 2030 tournament hosts Morocco, Spain, Portugal

plus centenary matches in Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay.

Saudi Arabia's 2034 World Cup could see the prize pool cross $1 billion for the first time - potentially
matching the FIFA Club World Cup 2025's $1B pool. FIFA's commercial revenue for the 2031-2034 cycle is
projected to exceed $12-15 billion, making a $1B+ prize pool feasible at approximately 7-8% of cycle

revenue.

FIFPRO (FIFA Players Association) has lobbied for a guaranteed minimum percentage of FIFA's World Cup
revenue - similar to NBA (51% of BRI to players) and NFL (48%) CBA structures. If a similar 48% structure
applied to FIFA's $10.9B cycle revenue, player-directed payments would reach ~$5 billion - far exceeding

the current $655M prize pool. This debate will intensify as player power grows in international football.
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The global economy context for the commercial negotiations driving future prize growth is in our global
economy analysis. Broadcasting rights for the 2027-2030 cycle will be negotiated from 2025 onwards -
with streaming platforms (Amazon, Apple TV+, YouTube) entering the bidding. Every $1 billion increase in

FIFA broadcast rights drives approximately $50-70M more in prize money at current distribution rates.

Prize Pool Economics

What $655M Means - Economic Impact Beyond the Trophy

For small nations, even a group-stage exit at the 2026 World Cup generates life-changing revenue. Cape
Verde (population 600,000) earning $9 million exceeds their entire national football development budget by
approximately 3-5x. Haiti's $9 million group stage prize, combined with the sponsorship, broadcasting, and

commercial uplift, could fund their football federation for 5-7 years.

For the 16 nations that win at least one knockout match (advancing to the Round of 32), the $11 million prize
is 22% larger than the group stage payment. The incremental $2 million between group exit and Round of
32 creates enormous pressure on every group stage match - even a draw in the third group game can

mean millions of dollars of difference.

Cape Verde$9M Group Exit Prize = 3-5x Their Annual Football Development BudgetFor small nations, the
minimum $9M prize is transformational. Cape Verde's entire football federation budget is estimated at $1.5-
3M annually. A group stage exit alone funds their programme for years. The broader financial ecosystem
around World Cup qualification -- including commercial uplift, shirt sales increases, and government sports
funding triggered by the achievement -- multiplies the $9M prize several times in total economic impact.
Source: CAF, World Bank. $2M GapGroup Exit ($9M) vs Round of 32 ($11M) - Every Win Matters
FinanciallyThe $2M difference between group exit and advancing to the Round of 32 creates significant
financial pressure. For smaller nations, this gap can fund a player development academy for 2-3 years.

Source: FIFA December 2024. Club Benefit Programme

$209M Paid to Clubs in 2022 - The Hidden Financial Layer Beyond the Prize
Pool

FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - 2010 to 2026 (Total Paid to Clubs)

CBP TOTAL ($M) CLUBS BENEFITING PER PLAYER RELEASED PRIZE POOL ($M)

2010 $40M 735 ~$55K $420M
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2014 $70M 765 ~$91K $576M
2018 $134M 763 ~$176K $400M
2022 $209M 837 ~$250K $440M
2026 (proj) ~$300M 900+ ~$333K $655M

Source: FIFA Publications (Annual Report 2022). CBP pays clubs for each player released to national teams
(approximately 45 days pre-tournament). Also includes Club Protection Programme covering player injuries

during international duty. 2026 figure projected. +-10-15%.

The Club Benefit Programme (CBP) has grown faster than the prize pool itself - from $40M in 2010 to
$209M in 2022 (+423%). This reflects the growing leverage of European club football over FIFA, as clubs
threatened to withhold players unless adequately compensated for their absence. The CBP essentially

acknowledges that clubs are co-producers of the World Cup's commercial value.

For the top clubs (Real Madrid, Manchester City, Barcelona, PSG), releasing 5-8 players for 6-7 weeks
during the World Cup represents a significant operational disruption. If all 5 Real Madrid players in the final
squad were included, Real Madrid could receive approximately $1.25 million from the CBP - plus the
commercial benefit of having their players visible on the world stage, which far exceeds any direct

payment.

Preparation Money

$10,000 per Player per Day - FIFA's Pre-Tournament Preparation

Payments

FIFA World Cup preparation allowance per team 2002 to 2026 — estimated million USD FIFA Preparation
Allowance Per Team — 2002 to 2026 (Est. Million USD) 2002: ~$2M. 2006: ~$3M. 2010: ~$4M. 2014:
~$5M. 2018: ~$6M. 2022: ~$7M. 2026: ~$7.8M (26-man squad x 30 days x $10K). Sources: FIFA,

goaltheball.com estimates. +-10-15%. $7.8M2026 per team
Preparation allowance per team (million USD, estimated)

Beyond the prize pool and CBP, FIFA pays each of the 48 qualified national football associations a
preparation allowance - approximately $10,000 per squad player per day during an official pre-tournament
preparation period. For a 26-man squad with a 30-day preparation window, this amounts to approximately

$7.8 million per team.
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This preparation money is included in the $727M total fund figure. It ensures that even the smallest, least
commercially viable national teams can fund proper pre-tournament camps, travel, accommodation, and
training without relying entirely on their domestic federation budget. For many developing football nations,
this preparation money is the difference between arriving at the World Cup properly prepared versus

arriving unprepared.

The combination of prize money ($9-50M), preparation allowances (~$7.8M), and Club Benefit Programme
(allocated to their clubs) means the total financial ecosystem around a World Cup participation is far larger
than the prize pool headline figure suggests. A group stage team effectively accesses approximately $17-
20M in total FIFA financial support for the tournament cycle. The social media platforms where fans track

these financial developments are in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

The total $727M fund requires FIFA to generate sufficient commercial revenue to cover all payments. With
a projected $10.9B cycle revenue, the $727M total fund (including all programs) represents approximately
6.7% of total income - a proportion that FIFA's commercial partners and national associations continue to

negotiate ahead of each tournament cycle. The daily social media usage context for how fans engage with

financial discussions about the World Cup is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Player Earnings Beyond Prize Money

Shirt Sales, Sponsor Bonuses, Image Rights - What Players Actually Earn

estimated earnings per player World Cup 2026 — prize share vs kit bonuses vs image rights — thousand
USD Estimated Player Earnings Beyond Prize — World Cup 2026 (Thousand USD) Prize share (champion,
60% pool / 26 men): ~$1,150K. Kit manufacturer goals bonus (5 goals): ~$400K. Tournament image rights
uplift: ~$200K. Endorsement activation: ~$150K. Total top-end estimate: ~$1,900K. Source:

WorldCupRadar estimates, industry reports. +-30-50%. $1.9MTop earner est. $350KGroup exit est.

Prize money is only one financial dimension of a World Cup for players. Argentina's squad reportedly
earned approximately $250-350K each from the $42M 2022 prize. But the commercial windfall from
Argentina winning was far larger: Adidas (Argentina's kit manufacturer) saw jersey sales explode globally,
with Messi jerseys selling out repeatedly. Adidas has a multi-year partnership with AFA that includes

performance bonuses.

Individual player image rights and endorsement income spikes dramatically during and after a World Cup.
Kylian Mbappe (France), who scored a hat-trick in the 2022 final losing effort, reportedly saw his

commercial value increase by 20-30% post-tournament despite not winning. Lamine Yamal (Spain, 17) at
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the 2026 World Cup will almost certainly emerge as the tournament's most commercially valuable young

player regardless of result.

Nike and Adidas pay significant performance bonuses to their sponsored players for World Cup milestones.
Sources report that top Nike-sponsored players earn $50,000-$100,000 per goal scored at the World Cup,

with additional bonuses for tournament progression. For a player scoring 5 goals and reaching the final, kit

manufacturer bonuses alone could reach $500,000-1,000,000 - comparable to or exceeding the prize

money distributed by their national association.

The social media ad spend context for brands activating around these World Cup players is in our social
media ad spend worldwide analysis. FIFA World Cup sponsorship activation budgets typically run 3-5x the
sponsorship fee itself - meaning FIFA's $500M+ in sponsorship revenue generates $1.5-2.5B in total brand

spending in the World Cup ecosystem.

For hosts (USA, Mexico, Canada), the prize pool is irrelevant - they qualify automatically and will earn at

minimum $9M each at group stage, potentially much more. What matters commercially to host nations is
the $6.4B in projected US tourist spending, the 78 matches on US soil generating ticket revenue, and the
long-term infrastructure value of NFL stadium upgrades funded or catalysed by World Cup requirements.

The investment budget context for host nation spending is in our FIFA investment budget analysis.

FIFA World Cup prize pool growth drivers 2022 to 2026 — contribution by factor — million USD What
Drove the $215M Prize Pool Increase — 2022 to 2026 (Million USD) Extra 16 teams (group exit $9M x 16):
$144M. New R32 stage (16 x $11M): $176M. Higher stage payouts (+$2-8M per stage): $65M. But: 32-team
era payouts removed (-$170M). Net increase: +$215M. Source: FIFA December 2024 calculation. +-5%.

+$215MNet increase

The prize pool trajectory from 2002 to 2026 ($40M to $655M, +1,538%) is one of the clearest illustrations
of FIFA's commercialisation over 24 years. The shift from outsourcing (hospitality, ticketing) to direct
ownership, the expansion to 48 teams adding commercial scale, and the US market premium have
collectively created the conditions for a prize pool that was unimaginable in 2002. The 48 teams receiving

a share of this record fund are listed in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

The prize pool has a direct effect on how national football associations invest in youth development.
Associations that reach the quarterfinals or beyond ($19-50M) frequently announce post-tournament
investment plans for coaching education, youth academies, and facility upgrades. Japan's national
federation announced a 5-year development plan after their 2022 Round of 16 exit ($13M prize). Their

$15M Round of 16 prize in 2026 (if they advance, which they are favoured to do as the first team to qualify
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globally) would accelerate that plan further.

FIFA's prize pool transparency has improved significantly since 2010. Before 2006, FIFA did not publicly
disclose the prize pool breakdown by stage. The shift to full public disclosure reflects FIFA's governance
reforms following the Sepp Blatter-era corruption scandals, with the Infantino administration committing to
financial transparency as a core governance principle. Each edition's prize pool is now announced
approximately 18 months before the tournament, giving national associations time to plan their participation

budgets accordingly.

The 2026 World Cup prize pool of $655M will be distributed across 48 nations on 6 continents in early
August 2026 - approximately two weeks after the July 19 final. Payments are wired directly to the national
football association's designated bank account. FIFA requires associations to certify that player
distributions comply with the agreed-upon squad payment plan submitted before the tournament. This is an
honour system with limited external verification, which FIFPRO has criticised as insufficient protection for
player rights. FIFPRO has called for FIFA to establish an independent audit mechanism that verifies prize
money distributions to players - a reform that could become mandatory in the 2027-2030 cycle

negotiations.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup Prize Pool - Key Statistics 2002-2026

$655M2026 Total Prize Pool - 50% Higher Than Qatar 2022, Biggest WC Fund EverFIFA officially
announced in December 2024: $655M to 48 teams. Champion: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. Group exit: $9M.
Total fund incl. preparation bonuses and club benefit programme: $727M. Source: FIFA official December
2024. +-2-5%. $50MChampion Prize - Record, Up From $42M (Argentina 2022) and $8M (2002
Winner)The champion at MetLife Stadium, July 19, 2026 earns $50M. Italy won $2.2M in 1982. The
winner's prize grew 2,1773% from 1982 to 2026, or +525% since 2002. Source: FIFA official, Statista.
$40M2002 Total Pool - Less Than Today's Winner Prize ($50M) AloneThe entire 2002 World Cup prize
pool ($40M) was less than what the 2026 champion earns alone ($50M). Today's group stage losers
collectively earn $144M - 3.6x the entire 2002 pool. Source: Statista, FIFA. 6%Prize Pool as % of FIFA
Revenue - $655M of $10.9B Projected 2023-2026 Cycle Income$655M = approximately 6% of FIFA's
projected $10.9B cycle revenue. Compare: Club World Cup $1B prize from much smaller revenue base.

Critics argue national teams are underpaid vs clubs. Source: FIFA Publications, WorldCupRadar.

FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Prize Pool

$655 million, announced by FIFA in December 2024. +50% from Qatar 2022 ($440M). Total fund including

preparation bonuses and club benefits: $727M. Source: FIFA official December 2024.

$50 million, up from $42M (Argentina 2022) and $38M (France 2018). Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. 4th:
$27M. Source: FIFA official December 2024.

$9 million each - same as 2022. 16 teams earn $9M. Teams advancing to Round of 32 receive $11M.

Source: FIFA December 2024.

$440 million total. Argentina (champion) $42M. France (runner-up) $30M. Group stage: $9M each.

+$40M from Russia 2018. Source: Statista, FIFA official 2022.

Accounting methodology change only. In 2018, preparation money and club benefits were separated from

the headline prize figure. Total player benefits actually increased. Source: Statista methodology notes.

FIFA Club World Cup 2025 had a $1 billion prize pool - 52% more than the World Cup's $655M. Chelsea
received up to $125M - 2.5x the World Cup champion's $50M. Source: Al Jazeera, BBC Sport 2025.

$40M (2002) to $655M (2026) - 1,538% growth in 24 years. Biggest single jump: 2002 to 2006 (+$226M,
+565%). Largest absolute: 2022 to 2026 (+$215M, +49%). Source: Statista, FIFA 2002-2026.

$655M prize pool + preparation bonuses paid to football associations + Club Benefit Programme
compensating clubs for releasing players (CBP was $209M in 2022). Source: FIFA official, goaltheball.com
December 2024.

Sources

AOL/AP - FIFA Announces 2026 Winner to Receive Record $50M - Primary source for 2026 prize

breakdown by stage. Official FIFA announcement December 2024.

Al Jazeera - FIFA World Cup 2026 Winners Prize Money Doubles to $50M - Source for total fund $655M,

Club World Cup comparison, FIFA president commentary.

Statista - FIFA World Cup Total Prize Pool 2002-2022 - Historical prize pool 2002-2022. Source:

totalsportal.com / FIFA. +-2-5%.

WorldCupRadar - FIFA World Cup Prize Money Analysis - Historical winner prizes, revenue context,

accounting methodology notes.
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Prize pool = total paid to national teams as prize money. Excludes preparation bonuses and club benefit
programmes unless stated as "total fund" ($727M). 2018 lower vs 2014 = accounting methodology change

only. 2026: FIFA official December 2024 announcement. All nominal USD. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Confederation with the most teams at the FIFA
World Cup 2026

Updated May 25, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-teams-confederations

16 10 9

UEFA (EUROPE) - MOST TEAMS, 33% OF CAF (AFRICA) - DOUBLED FROM 5 AT AFC (ASIA) - NEARLY DOUBLED FROM
TOTAL FIELD QATAR 2022 4.5 AT QATAR 2022

6 6 |

CONMEBOL - 6 OF 10 SOUTH AMERICAN CONCACAF - INCLUDING 3 CO-HOSTS OFC - NEW ZEALAND, FIRST
NATIONS (60%) (USA, MEXICO, CANADA) GUARANTEED OCEANIA SPOT

Overview

Number of teams that qualified for the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada,

Mexico, and the United States, by confederation

The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first to feature 48 teams - expanded from 32 at every tournament since
1998. The expansion, approved by the FIFA Council in January 2017, was designed to give more nations

the opportunity to participate in football's premier event.

UEFA dominates with 16 teams (33%), but its share actually decreased from 41% (13 of 32 in 2022) to 33%
(16 of 48). The biggest beneficiaries of the expansion are CAF (Africa, doubled from 5 to 10) and AFC (Asia,
nearly doubled from 4.5 to 9). These confederations gained the most new slots both in absolute and

percentage terms.

Confederation Breakdown

UEFA 16, CAF 10, AFC 9, CONMEBOL 6, CONCACAF 6, OFC 1

FIFA World Cup 2026 qualified teams by confederation - number of teams per confederation World Cup
2026 Qualified Teams by Confederation (48 Total) UEFA: 16 (33%). CAF: 10 (21%). AFC: 9 (19%).
CONMEBOL: 6 (13%). CONCACAF: 6 (13%). OFC: 1 (2%). UEFA has most teams but its share dropped from
41% (2022) to 33%. Source: FIFA March 2026. 16UEFA - most
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UEFA (Europe) CAF (Africa) AFC (Asia) CONMEBOL / CONCACAF

The share distribution reveals a more balanced World Cup than any previous edition. UEFA's 33% is its
lowest share since the tournament expanded to 32 teams. Africa (21%) and Asia (19%) together account
for 40% of the field - compared to just 30% (9.5 of 32) at Qatar 2022. This reflects FIFA's stated goal of

making the tournament more globally representative.

All 48 Teams

All 48 Qualified Teams - Listed by Confederation
All 48 Qualified Teams for FIFA World Cup 2026, by Confederation (FIFA Official, March 2026)

CONFEDERATION TEAMS COUNT  SHARE

UEFA (Europe) Austria, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, England, 16 33%
France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden,

Switzerland, Turkey

CAF (Africa) Algeria, Cape Verde, DR Congo, Ivory Coast, Egypt, Ghana, Morocco, Senegal, 10 21%

South Africa, Tunisia

AFC (Asia) Australia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Uzbekistan 9 19%
CONMEBOL (S. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Uruguay 6 13%
America)
CONCACAF (N/C Canada*, Curacao, Haiti, Mexico*, Panama, United States* 6 13%
America)
OFC (Oceania) New Zealand 1 2%

* = Co-host nation (qualified automatically). Source: FIFA official qualified teams list, March 31, 2026. Inter-
confederation playoff winners included. Erling Haaland was UEFA qualifying top scorer with 16 goals

(Norway qualified).

Notable qualifiers include Cape Verde (population just 600,000 - smallest nation at the tournament), Iraq
(returning after 38 years), and Haiti (returning after 52 years). The expanded format has created
opportunities for smaller nations that would never have qualified under the 32-team system. The FIFA

world ranking context for these teams is in our FIFA world ranking analysis.
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2022 vs 2026 Expansion

32 Teams (2022) to 48 Teams (2026) - How Each Confederation Benefited

FIFA World Cup slot allocation comparison 2022 vs 2026 by confederation - number of teams World Cup
Slots - 2022 (32 Teams) vs 2026 (48 Teams) by Confederation UEFA: 13 to 16 (+3). CAF: 5to 10 (+5,
+100%). AFC: 4.51t0 9 (+4.5, +100%). CONMEBOL: 4.5 to 6 (+1.5). CONCACAF: 3.5 to 6 (+2.5). OFC: 0.5 to
1(+0.5). Source: FIFA Council May 2017, FIFA 2026. +100%CAF doubled

Qatar 2022 (32 teams) USA 2026 (48 teams) Confederation Slot Expansion - 2022 vs 2026

CONFEDERATION 2022 SLOTS 2026 SLOTS CHANGE % INCREASE
UEFA 13 16 +3 +23%

CAF 5 10 +5 +100%

AFC 4.5 9 +4.5 +100%
CONMEBOL 4.5 6 +1.5 +33%
CONCACAF 385 6 285 +71%

OFC 0.5 1 +0.5 +100%
Total 32 48 +16 +50%

Note: 0.5 slots = inter-confederation playoff spot (shared between confederations). 2026 had 2 inter-

confederation playoff spots. Source: FIFA Council May 9, 2017.

CAF and AFC were the biggest beneficiaries, each doubling their representation. Africa went from 5 teams
(15.6% of 32) to 10 teams (20.8% of 48). Asia went from 4.5 to 9 (18.8%). UEFA gained 3 slots in absolute
terms but lost share (40.6% to 33.3%). CONMEBOL gained the least proportionally (+33%), reflecting that

South America was already well-represented relative to its 10 member nations.

UEFA (16 Teams)

16 European Teams - France, Spain, England Lead, Norway and Scotland

Return

12Group Winners Who Qualified Directly - France, Spain, Germany, England and 8 MoreGermany,

Switzerland, Scotland, France, Spain, Portugal, Netherlands, Austria, Norway, Belgium, England, Croatia all
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won their UEFA qualifying groups to secure direct qualification. 4Playoff Qualifiers - Turkey, Czech
Republic, Sweden, Bosnia via UEFA PlayoffsFour additional teams qualified through UEFA confederation
playoffs. Path-based single-elimination format. Turkey, Czech Republic, Sweden, and Bosnia and

Herzegovina secured the final European spots.

Notable absences from Europe: Italy (ranked 12th globally) and Denmark (ranked 20th) both failed to
qualify despite strong FIFA rankings. Italy has now missed 2 of the last 3 World Cups. Norway qualified for
the first time since 1998, powered by Erling Haaland's 16 qualifying goals (UEFA top scorer). Scotland
qualified for their first World Cup since 1998 as well. The World Cup 2026 statistics context is in our FIFA
World Cup 2026 analysis.

CAF (10 Teams)

10 African Teams - Largest African Contingent in World Cup History

African teams at the FIFA World Cup history 1930 to 2026 - number of CAF teams per edition African
Teams at the World Cup - Historical Growth (1982 to 2026) 1982: 2 teams. 1994: 3. 1998: 5. 2002-2022: 5.
2026: 10 (doubled!). First time Africa has 10+ teams. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia. 102026 - record

The 10 African teams are: Morocco (ranked 8th globally), Senegal (14th), Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Ghana,
Ivory Coast, South Africa, DR Congo, and Cape Verde. Morocco is the strongest African contender after

their 2022 semi-final run. Cape Verde (population 600,000) is the smallest nation at the entire tournament.

Africa's expanded representation reflects decades of lobbying by CAF and African football officials who
argued the continent was underrepresented relative to its population (1.4 billion people, 5 World Cup spots
under the old system). The social media statistics context for African fan engagement is in our social media

statistics and facts analysis.

AFC (9 Teams)

9 Asian Teams - Japan Led, Iraq Returns After 38 Years

JapanFirst Non-Host Team Globally to Qualify - 100% AFC Group RecordJapan won their AFC qualifying
group with a perfect record and became the first non-host team in the world to qualify for the 2026 World
Cup. Ranked 18th globally. IragReturns to World Cup After 38 Years - Last Appeared at Mexico 1986Iraq
qualified for their first World Cup since 1986 - a 38-year gap. Their qualification was celebrated with

massive street celebrations across Baghdad and Basra.
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The 9 AFC teams are: Japan, South Korea, Australia, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Qatar, Uzbekistan, Jordan, and
Iraqg. This is the largest Asian contingent ever. Uzbekistan qualified for their first-ever World Cup. Jordan
also qualified for the first time. The global economy context for these nations' football investment is in our

global economy analysis.

CONMEBOL (6 Teams)

6 of 10 South American Nations - 60% Qualification Rate, Highest of Any

Confederation

Confederation qualification rate at FIFA World Cup 2026 - percentage of member nations that qualified
Qualification Rate by Confederation - % of Members Qualified (2026) CONMEBOL: 60% (6 of 10). UEFA:
30% (16 of 54). CONCACAF: 17% (6 of 35). CAF: 18% (10 of 54). AFC: 19% (9 of 46). OFC: 9% (1 of 11).
CONMEBOL has far the highest qualification rate. Source: FIFA, confederation membership counts.

60%CONMEBOL rate - highest

CONMEBOL's 6 teams are: Argentina (defending champions), Brazil (5x champions), Colombia, Ecuador,
Paraguay, and Uruguay. The notable absentee is Chile, who failed to qualify. With 60% of its member
nations at the tournament, CONMEBOL has the highest qualification rate of any confederation - reflecting

South America's exceptional football quality relative to its small membership base.

CONCACAF (6 Teams)

6 CONCACAF Teams - 3 Co-Hosts + Curacao, Haiti, Panama

CONCACAF's 6 teams include the 3 co-hosts (USA, Mexico, Canada - qualified automatically) plus
Curacao, Haiti, and Panama who qualified through CONCACAF's competitive qualifying process. Curacao
(population 150,000) qualified for the first time ever. Haiti returns after 52 years (last appeared at the 1974
World Cup).

The co-hosts did not participate in CONCACAF qualifying, meaning only 3 spots were available for the
remaining 32 CONCACAF nations. Panama earned their second World Cup appearance (first: 2018). The

host city distribution for their matches is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

OFC (1 Team)
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New Zealand - First Guaranteed Oceania Spot in World Cup History

New Zealand is the sole OFC representative. This is historically significant: for the first time, OFC has a
guaranteed World Cup spot rather than just a half-spot (inter-confederation playoff). Under the old system,
OFC teams had to win a two-leg playoff against an Asian or South American team - a format that often

eliminated Oceania's representative.

New Zealand last appeared at a World Cup in 2010 (South Africa) where they famously drew all three group
matches (including against defending champions Italy) but were eliminated on goal difference. The world

population context for the nations represented is in our world population analysis.

Debutants and Returnees

Cape Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan Debut - Iraq Returns After 38 Years

World Cup 2026 Debutants and Notable Returnees

TEAM STATUS CONFEDERATION POPULATION SIGNIFICANCE

Cape Verde Debut CAF 600K Smallest nation at tournament

Curacao Debut CONCACAF 150K Second-smallest nation

Uzbekistan Debut AFC 35M First Central Asian WC qualifier

Jordan Debut AFC 1M 2024 Asian Cup finalist

Iraq Return (38 yrs) AFC 43M Last WC: Mexico 1986

Haiti Return (52 yrs) CONCACAF 1M Last WC: Germany 1974

Norway Return (28 yrs) UEFA 5.5M Last WC: France 1998, Haaland 16 goals
Scotland Return (28 yrs) UEFA 5.5M Last WC: France 1998

The 48-team expansion directly enabled most of these qualifications. Under the 32-team format, Cape
Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan, and Haiti would almost certainly not have qualified. The expansion
has delivered on FIFA's promise of broader global representation. The winner odds context for how these

debutants affect the tournament is in our World Cup winner odds analysis.

Norway's return is particularly notable. Erling Haaland scored 16 goals in UEFA qualifying - the most of any

European player - powering Norway back to the World Cup for the first time since 1998. Scotland's return
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is driven by their strong Euro 2024 qualifying campaign and continued development under Steve Clarke's

management.

FIFA World Cup 2026 confederation share donut - percentage of 48 teams World Cup 2026 -
Confederation Share of 48 Teams (%) UEFA: 33%. CAF: 21%. AFC: 19%. CONMEBOL: 13%. CONCACAF:
13%. OFC: 2%. Most balanced representation in World Cup history. Source: FIFA 2026. 33%UEFA share

(down from 41%)

The donut chart shows the most balanced World Cup ever. Non-European teams now represent 67% of the
field (32 of 48), compared to 59% (19 of 32) at Qatar 2022. This rebalancing could produce more upsets
and surprise results in the group stage, as lower-ranked debutants face established powers in their first

World Cup matches.

The investment budget context for how FIFA allocates resources across these confederations is in our FIFA
investment budget analysis. FIFA distributes development funding based partly on confederation
representation, meaning the expanded World Cup also unlocks more financial support for African and Asian

football development.

Qualifying Process

6 Different Qualifying Systems - How Each Confederation Selected Its

Teams

World Cup 2026 Qualifying Format by Confederation

MATCHES
CONFEDERATION  FORMAT TOP SCORER DURATION
PLAYED
UEFA 12 groups of 4-5, winners qualify + 4 204 Haaland (16 goals) Mar 2025 - Mar
playoffs 2026
CAF 9 groups of 4, winners qualify + 1 72 TBD Jun 2024 - Nov
playoff 2025
AFC 5 rounds, 9 groups in 3rd round, top 2 225 Almoez Ali (12 Oct 2023 - Nov
qualify goals) 2025
CONMEBOL Single round-robin (10 teams, 18 90 TBD Sep 2023 - Sep
matches each) 2025
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CONCACAF Multiple rounds, 32 teams down to 3 99 Santis/Nazon (6 Mar 2024 - Nov
qualifiers goals) 2025

OFC Group stage + knockout, 1 direct ~30 TBD 2024 - 2025
qualifier

UEFA's qualifying was the most competitive, with 54 nations fighting for 16 spots. The total of 676 goals in
204 UEFA qualifying matches (3.31 per match) reflected the high standard. AFC qualifying was the longest

at over 2 years (October 2023 to November 2025), involving 46 nations across 5 rounds and 225 matches.

CONMEBOL uses the simplest format: all 10 South American nations play each other home and away in a
single round-robin league. The top 6 qualify directly. This gruelling 18-match campaign over 2 years is
widely considered the toughest qualifying competition in world football. Chile, the most notable

CONMEBOL absentee, finished 8th.

Inter-Confederation Playoffs

The Final 2 Spots - Inter-Confederation Playoff in Mexico, March 2026

The final 2 of 48 spots were decided through an inter-confederation playoff held in Mexico in March 2026.
Six teams from different confederations competed in a single-elimination mini-tournament, divided into two

three-team brackets based on FIFA rankings.

Pathway 1Three Teams Competing for 1 Spot - Seeded vs 2 Unseeded, Single EliminationTwo unseeded
teams played a semi-final, with the winner facing the seeded team in the final. All matches in Mexican
venues. Extra time and penalties if needed. Pathway 2Same Format, Different Bracket - Representatives
From AFC, CAF, CONMEBOL, OFC, CONCACAFThe inter-confederation format ensures geographic
diversity in the final spots. Teams that narrowly missed direct qualification got one more chance through

this pathway.

The inter-confederation playoff concept was new for 2026, replacing the old two-leg playoff system (e.qg.,
Australia vs Honduras for 2018, New Zealand vs Costa Rica for 2022). The centralized tournament format in
a single host country (Mexico) was designed to be more efficient and commercially viable than two-leg

home-and-away playoffs across continents.

Group Draw Impact
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12 Groups of 4 - How Confederation Distribution Shapes the Group Stage

The 48 teams are divided into 12 groups of 4. FIFA's draw rules prevent teams from the same
confederation being in the same group (except UEFA, which has 16 teams for 12 groups, meaning 4 groups

must contain 2 European teams). This ensures geographic diversity in every group.

World Cup 2026 Groups - Confederation Distribution (Selected Groups)

GROUP  TEAMS CONFEDERATIONS NOTE

A Mexico, South Africa, S. Korea, Czech Rep. = CONCACAF, CAF, AFC, UEFA Host opens vs South Africa
B Canada, Qatar, Switzerland, Bosnia CONCACAF, AFC, UEFA, UEFA 2 UEFA teams in group

D USA, Paraguay, Australia, playoff winner CONCACAF, CONMEBOL, AFC, UEFA  Favorable for USA (host)

E France, Colombia, S. Africa, Uzbekistan UEFA, CONMEBOL, CAF, AFC "Group of death" candidate
L Argentina, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Scotland CONMEBOL, CAF, AFC, UEFA Defending champ group

The confederation distribution ensures that every group contains teams from at least 3 different
confederations, maximizing the tournament's global appeal and ensuring that fans from every region have
teams to support in every group matchday. The tourism impact of fans traveling for these group matches is

in our World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

Future Allocations

2030 Will Have 48 Teams Across 6 Nations - What Comes Next?

The 2030 World Cup will maintain the 48-team format across 6 host nations: Morocco, Spain, and Portugal
(main hosts) plus Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay (centenary celebration matches). The slot allocation
will remain similar to 2026, though minor adjustments are possible based on performance and development

criteria.

Saudi Arabia will host the 2034 World Cup as a single nation with 48 teams. The hosting cost context for
these future tournaments is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis. The 48-team format is now the
permanent standard, meaning the confederation distribution established for 2026 will shape World Cup

qualification for decades.

The expansion has achieved FIFA's stated objectives: more nations participating, more commercial

revenue (104 matches vs 64), greater global representation, and more opportunities for smaller nations.
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Whether it has diluted competition quality remains debated - critics point to potential mismatches in the
group stage, while supporters note that debutants like Japan (2002), South Korea (2002), and Morocco

(2022) have all produced memorable upsets and deep runs in their expanded-format debuts.

The biggest social media platforms where fans discuss these confederation dynamics and debate whether
expansion has improved or diluted the tournament are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.
Reddit's r/soccer, Twitter/X football communities, and regional fan forums have generated millions of posts

debating the merits of the 48-team format since its announcement in 2017.

Population Analysis

1.4B People in CAF Nations vs 600K in Cape Verde - The Population

Dimension

World Cup 2026 - Confederation Combined Population and Per-Capita Representation

CONFEDERATION TEAMS COMBINED POP. POP. PER SPOT 2022 POP/SPOT
UEFA 16 ~750M ~47M per spot ~58M (improved)
CAF 10 ~1,400M ~140M per spot 280M (halved!)
AFC 9 ~4,700M ~522M per spot 1,044M (halved)
CONMEBOL 6 ~430M ~72M per spot 96M (improved)
CONCACAF 6 ~580M ~97M per spot 166M (improved)
OFC 1 ~12M ~12M per spot 24M (halved)

Population estimates from World Bank 2024. AFC includes China (1.4B) and India (1.4B), neither of which
qualified. If China and India qualified, AFC per-capita representation would be dramatically different.

Source: World Bank, FIFA.

Asia remains the most underrepresented confederation relative to population. AFC covers approximately
4.7 billion people but has only 9 spots (522 million people per spot). Even with the doubling from 4.5 to 9
spots, Asia is still significantly underrepresented compared to Europe (47 million per spot) and South

America (72 million per spot).

Africa's expansion from 5 to 10 spots halved its population-per-spot from 280 million to 140 million - a

major improvement but still 3x worse than Europe's ratio. The fundamental tension in FIFA politics is that
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population-based allocation would give AFC and CAF far more spots, while performance-based allocation

would give UEFA and CONMEBOL more. The current system is a compromise.

Two of the world's most populous nations - China (1.4 billion) and India (1.4 billion) - did not qualify for the
2026 World Cup. If both had qualified, they would represent nearly 3 billion people at the tournament. Their
absence highlights the disconnect between population size and football development in the world's two
most populous countries. The daily social media usage context for football fans in these markets is in our

daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

The population analysis also reveals outliers at the small end. Cape Verde (600,000) and Curacao
(150,000) are the smallest nations at the 2026 World Cup. Curacao's entire population could fit inside a
single NFL stadium. Their qualification stories represent the emotional heart of the expanded format - small

nations achieving sporting dreams that were structurally impossible under the 32-team system.

The commercial implications of confederation representation are significant. Each qualified nation brings its
domestic fanbase, broadcaster audience, and sponsor ecosystem to the tournament. CAF's 10 nations
collectively bring 1.4 billion potential fans. AFC's 9 nations bring 4.7 billion. The expanded representation
increases FIFA's total addressable audience from approximately 6 billion (2022) to approximately 7.5 billion
(2026), driving higher broadcasting rights values and sponsor investment. The revenue from hotel rights,
catering, and ticket sales generated by these expanded audiences is in our FIFA hotel, catering, and ticket
revenue analysis. The social media ad spend context for reaching these audiences is in our social media ad

spend worldwide analysis.

The long-term impact of the 48-team format on global football development cannot be overstated. Nations
that qualify for the World Cup receive approximately $9-13 million in FIFA prize money even for a group-
stage exit. For smaller nations like Cape Verde, Curacao, and Haiti, this prize money exceeds their entire
annual football budget by 3-5x. The windfall funds youth academies, coaching education, and facility

upgrades that sustain development for years after the tournament.

The qualification process itself drives development. CONCACAF's 99 qualifying matches generated
794,013 in total attendance - bringing competitive international football to nations that rarely host
meaningful fixtures. AFC's 225 qualifying matches over 2+ years similarly elevated football standards
across Central Asia, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. The qualifying journey arguably delivers more

lasting developmental impact than the final tournament itself.

Confederation politics will continue to shape future allocations. Africa and Asia are lobbying for even more

spots at the 2030 and 2034 World Cups, arguing that their combined 6 billion people deserve more than 19
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of 48 spots (40%). Europe and South America counter that quality, not population, should drive allocation.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino has indicated that further expansion (possibly to 56 or 64 teams) remains
under consideration for future editions, which would require entirely new tournament structures and
scheduling models. The investment budget context for how FIFA funds these expanding tournaments is in

our FIFA investment budget analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Confederation Breakdown - Key Statistics

16 UEFAEurope Has Most Teams But Share Dropped From 41% (2022) to 33% (2026)16 European teams
qualified including 12 group winners (France, Spain, Germany, England, Portugal, Netherlands, Belgium,
Croatia, Switzerland, Austria, Norway, Scotland) and 4 playoff winners (Turkey, Czech Republic, Sweden,
Bosnia). ltaly (ranked 12th) and Denmark (20th) are the biggest absentees. Source: FIFA, UEFA. 10
CAFAfrica Doubled From 5 to 10 - Biggest Absolute Expansion of Any Confederation10 African teams - the
most in World Cup history. Morocco (8th globally, 2022 semi-finalist) leads. Cape Verde (population
600,000) is the smallest nation at the tournament. Africa now represents 21% of the field (up from 15.6%).
Source: FIFA, CAF. 600KCape Verde Population - Smallest Nation at the 2026 World CupCape Verde's
qualification is a fairy tale. A nation of 600,000 people on islands off West Africa will compete against
Brazil, France, and Germany. Curacao (150,000) is even smaller but plays in CONCACAF. Both are
debutants enabled by the 48-team expansion. Source: FIFA, World Bank. 4 DebutantsCape Verde,
Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan - All Playing Their First World Cup EverFour nations will play at a World Cup
for the first time in history. Uzbekistan is the first Central Asian team. Jordan reached the 2024 Asian Cup

final. Cape Verde and Curacao are both island nations with under 1 million population. Source: FIFA. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Confederations

UEFA (Europe) with 16 teams (33% of 48). But UEFA's share dropped from 41% (2022) to 33%. CAF
(Africa) has 10, AFC (Asia) 9, CONMEBOL and CONCACAF each 6, OFC 1. Source: FIFA.

10 teams - doubled from 5 at Qatar 2022. The largest African contingent ever. Teams: Morocco, Senegal,

Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Ghana, Ivory Coast, South Africa, DR Congo, Cape Verde. Source: FIFA.

48 teams - expanded from 32 at Qatar 2022. The biggest expansion in World Cup history (+50%).

Approved by FIFA Council in January 2017. 104 matches across 16 host cities. Source: FIFA.
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4 debutants: Cape Verde, Curacao, Uzbekistan, Jordan. Iraq returns after 38 years. Haiti returns after 52

years. Norway and Scotland return after 28 years. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia.

CAF (Africa) gained the most with +5 spots (5 to 10, +100%). AFC (Asia) also gained +4.5 (4.5t0 9,

+100%). UEFA gained +3 but its share dropped. Source: FIFA Council 2017.

Italy was eliminated in UEFA qualifying despite being ranked 12th globally. This continues Italy's struggles
since 2006 - they also missed the 2018 World Cup. 16 European spots exist but UEFA has 54 member

nations. Source: FIFA, ESPN.

Curacao (population 150,000) is the smallest by population, followed by Cape Verde (600,000). Both are

island nations and first-time World Cup debutants. Source: FIFA, World Bank.

Erling Haaland (Norway, 16 goals) was the top scorer in UEFA qualifying. In AFC, Almoez Ali (Qatar, 12
goals) led. Despite Haaland's 16 goals, Norway only barely qualified through the group stage. Source:

UEFA, AFC, Wikipedia.
Sources

FIFA.com - World Cup 2026: Who Has Qualified? - Primary source for all 48 qualified teams, final list after

inter-confederation playoffs March 31, 2026.

DIRECTYV Insider - 2026 FIFA World Cup Qualified Teams - Source for confederation breakdown, qualifying

group winners, and playoff qualification details.

SportsBookReview - 2026 FIFA World Cup Teams: Full List - Source for complete team lists by

confederation and group draw results.

FIFA World Cup News - Qualified Teams Full List - Source for slot allocation details, inter-confederation

playoff format, and confederation-level qualification breakdowns.

All team lists based on FIFA official confirmed qualifiers as of March 31, 2026 (post inter-confederation
playoffs). Slot allocation approved by FIFA Council May 9, 2017. Host nations (USA, Mexico, Canada)
qualified automatically - their spots taken from CONCACAF quota. Population data from World Bank 2024

estimates. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Top national team most likely to win the FIFA
World Cup 2026

Updated May 24, 2026 - businesstats.com/win-probability-fifa-world-cup-teams

20% 18.2% 14.3%

SPAIN - HIGHEST WIN PROBABILITY FRANCE - #2 FAVORITE (+450) ENGLAND - BEST ODDS OF ANY NON-
(+400 BETMGM) WINNER (+600)

2.4% $370M 0/5

USA - HOST NATION ODDS (+4000- PREDICTION MARKET TRADING VOLUME #1 RANKED TEAM HAS WON 0 OF LAST 5
6000) (KALSHI + POLYMARKET) WORLD CUPS

Overview

Leading teams with the highest chance of winning the FIFA World Cup 2026
as of December 2025

The betting market for the 2026 FIFA World Cup crystallised after the group draw at the Kennedy Center in
Washington D.C. on December 5, 2025. Spain emerged as the clear favorite across all major sportsbooks,
reflecting their Euro 2024 triumph, young squad (Lamine Yamal is just 18), and dominant tactical system

under coach Luis de la Fuente.

The top 5 favorites account for approximately 75% of the total implied win probability - meaning the market
believes there is a 3 in 4 chance the winner comes from Spain, France, England, Brazil, or Argentina. The
remaining 43 teams share just 25% of the probability. The FIFA world ranking context for these teams is in

our FIFA world ranking analysis.

One notable pre-draw bet: a gambler placed $5,000 on the United States to win at 75-1 odds at Hard Rock
Bet. After the USA received a favorable Group D draw (Paraguay, Australia, and a European playoff
winner), their odds shortened to 40-1at BetMGM - meaning that $5,000 bet is now worth significantly more

even before the tournament begins.

Win Probability Ranking
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Spain 20%, France 18.2%, England 14.3% - Top 10 Most Likely Winners

FIFA World Cup 2026 implied win probability by team - top 10 favorites - December 2025 sportsbook odds
World Cup 2026 Implied Win Probability - Top 10 Teams (December 2025, %) Spain: 20.0%. France:

18.2%. England: 14.3%. Brazil: 11.1%. Argentina: 11.1%. Portugal: 9.1%. Germany: 6.7%. Netherlands: 4.8%.
USA: 2.4%. Morocco: 1.6%. Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel, DraftKings December 2025 post-draw odds. +-2-

5pp. 20%Spain - favorite
UEFA teams CONMEBOL teams CONCACAF / CAF teams

Spain's 20% probability means the market believes they win the World Cup 1in 5 times. Put differently, if
the 2026 World Cup were replayed 100 times, Spain would win approximately 20 of them. This is

considered a strong favorite position for a 48-team tournament where upsets are common.

Full Odds Table

World Cup 2026 Odds - Full Data Table for All Major Teams

FIFA World Cup 2026 Betting Odds - Top 18 Teams (BetMGM / FanDuel / DraftKings, December 2025)

Click column to sort

RANK Y AMERICAN ODDS WIN % STAR PLAYER KEY FACTOR

1 Spain +400 20.0% Lamine Yamal Euro 2024 champ, Yamal 18yo
2 France +450 18.2% Kylian Mbappe FIFA #1, Mbappe

3 England +600 14.3% Jude Bellingham Never won WC

4 Brazil +800 1.1% Vinicius Jr 5x champion

) Argentina +800 1M.1% Lionel Messi (TBD) Defending champ

6 Portugal +1000 9.1% Cristiano Ronaldo Ronaldo last WC

7 Germany +1400 6.7% Florian Wirtz Young squad rising
8 Netherlands +2000 4.8% Cody Gakpo Deep squad

9 USA +4000 2.4% Christian Pulisic Host, favorable draw
10 Morocco +6000 1.6% Achraf Hakimi 2022 semi-finalist

il Belgium +4000 2.4% Kevin De Bruyne Golden gen fading
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12 Colombia +5000 2.0% Luis Diaz Copa finalist

13 Uruguay +8000 1.2% Darwin Nunez Dark horse

14 Japan +6000 1.6% Takefusa Kubo First to qualify

15 Mexico +6000 1.6% Hirving Lozano Host, co-host

16 Senegal +10000 1.0% Sadio Mane AFCON champion
17 Croatia +5000 2.0% Luka Modric WC experience

18 Canada +10000 1.0% Alphonso Davies Host, lowest ranked

Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel Sportsbook, DraftKings, CBS Sports, Oddschecker (December 2025 post-draw
odds). Implied win probability = 1/ (American odds / 100 + 1) for positive odds. Odds vary between
sportsbooks - averages shown. Star player as of squad projection. Not betting advice. Gambling involves

risk.

The table reveals a clear tiered structure. Tier 1 (10%+ chance): Spain, France, England, Brazil, Argentina.
Tier 2 (5-10%): Portugal, Germany. Tier 3 (2-5%): Netherlands, USA, Belgium. Tier 4 (under 2%): everyone

else. The top 5 combined hold approximately 75% of the implied probability.

Top Tier Analysis

Why Spain, France, and England Lead - Top 5 Favorites Deep Dive

Spain +40020% Win Probability - Euro 2024 Champions, Youngest Squad, Lamine Yamal (18)Spain won
Euro 2024 convincingly, beating England 2-1in the final. Lamine Yamal (Barcelona, 18 years old) and Pedri
are the creative force. Rodri (Ballon d'Or 2024) and Zubimendi anchor the midfield. Spain's deliberate
possession-based style has been criticised but consistently delivers results at major tournaments. France
+45018.2% - FIFA #1 Ranked, Kylian Mbappe at Real Madrid, Deepest SquadFrance has arguably the
deepest squad in world football: Mbappe, Tchouameni, Camavinga (all Real Madrid), Saliba (Arsenal),
Dembele (PSG). France were 2022 finalists (lost to Argentina on penalties after Mbappe's hat-trick).
Mbappe enters the 2026 WC as joint all-time top scorer (16 goals, tied with Klose). England +60014.3% -
Jude Bellingham Generation, 2 Consecutive Euro Finals, Never Won a World Cup Since 1966England
reached the Euro 2020 and Euro 2024 finals (losing both). Jude Bellingham (Real Madrid), Phil Foden (Man
City), and Bukayo Saka (Arsenal) lead a golden generation. England haven't won a World Cup since 1966 -

60 years of "it's coming home" pressure. The 2026 tournament may be this generation's best chance.
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Brazil at +800 (11.1%) represents a team in transition. Vinicius Jr (Real Madrid, Ballon d'Or contender) is the
star, but Brazil hasn't won a World Cup since 2002 - their longest drought in history. Argentina at +800
(11.1%) are defending champions but face the "Messi question" - will the 38-year-old participate? Without

Messi, Argentina's odds would likely drift to +1200-1500.

Portugal at +1000 (9.1%) have Cristiano Ronaldo, 41, likely playing his final World Cup. Germany at +1400
(6.7%) have rebuilt with young talents Florian Wirtz and Jamal Musiala. The social media statistics context

for these stars' fan followings is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Dark Horses

Morocco 1.6%, Japan 1.6%, Colombia 2.0% - Dark Horses to Watch

World Cup 2026 dark horse teams win probability - teams ranked 8th to 18th in odds World Cup 2026 Dark
Horses - Win Probability (%, December 2025) Belgium: 2.4%. Colombia: 2.0%. Croatia: 2.0%. Morocco:
1.6%. Japan: 1.6%. Senegal: 1.0%. Uruguay: 1.2%. Mexico: 1.6%. Canada: 1.0%. Sources: BetMGM, FanDuel

December 2025. +-1-3pp. Morocco2022 semi-finalist

Morocco's 2022 semi-final run (first African/Arab team to reach a WC semi-final) makes them the most
credible "non-traditional" contender. Japan was the first non-host team to qualify globally, winning their
AFC group with a 100% record. Colombia, led by Liverpool's Luis Diaz, reached the 2024 Copa America

final.

Croatia, despite an aging core (Modric is 40), have reached 2 of the last 3 WC semi-finals (2018 final, 2022
semi-final). Their tournament pedigree means they cannot be dismissed despite long odds. The global

economy context for the commercial value of these dark horse runs is in our global economy analysis.

Host Nation Chances

USA +4000, Mexico +6000, Canada +10000 - Can a Host Nation Win?

World Cup 2026 host nation odds and implied win probability - December 2025 World Cup 2026 Host
Nations - Odds and Win Probability (%) USA: +4000 (2.4%). Mexico: +6000 (1.6%). Canada: +10000
(1.0%). Combined host win probability: approximately 5%. For context, South Korea (co-host 2002, ranked
~40th) reached the semi-finals. Russia (host 2018, ranked 70th) reached QF. Home advantage is real.

Source: BetMGM December 2025. 2.4%USA - best host odds
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The USA received a favorable Group D draw: Paraguay, Australia, and a European playoff winner
(Turkey/Romania/Slovakia/Kosovo). Before the draw, USA odds were +6600 (1.5%); after the draw, they
shortened to +4000 (2.4%) - a meaningful improvement. The USMNT has Christian Pulisic (AC Milan),

Weston McKennie (Juventus), and Tyler Adams as its core.

Historically, host nations consistently overperform. France won as hosts in 1998. South Korea reached the
semi-finals as co-host in 2002 (ranked approximately 40th). Russia reached the quarter-finals as host in
2018 (ranked 70th). Brazil reached the semi-finals as host in 2014. Home crowd support, no travel fatigue,

and familiar conditions provide a measurable advantage.

The #1 Curse

The #1 Ranked Team Has Won O of the Last 5 World Cups - Will the Curse

Continue?

The "Curse of #1" - FIFA's Top-Ranked Team vs World Cup Winner (2006-2022)

YEAR #1 RANKED TEAM WC FINISH ACTUAL WINNER WINNER'S RANK
2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina #3

2018 Germany Group stage exit! France #7

2014 Spain Group stage exit! Germany #2

2010 Brazil Quarter-final Spain #2

2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy #13

The #1 ranked team has failed to win ANY of the last 5 World Cups. Germany (#1in 2018) and Spain (#1in

2014) were both eliminated in the group stage. France enters 2026 as FIFA #1.

France enters the 2026 World Cup as the #1 ranked team. If history repeats, this is bad news for Les Bleus.
The last time the #1 ranked team won the World Cup was Brazil in 2002 - over 20 years ago. Germany (#1
in 2018) and Spain (#1in 2014) both suffered the humiliation of group stage elimination as the world's top-

ranked team.

This "curse" likely reflects the psychological pressure of being the number one target. Every opponent
raises their game against the top-ranked team, and the weight of expectations can paralyse even the most

talented squads. The daily social media usage context for how fans discuss these predictions is in our daily
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social media usage worldwide analysis.

World Cup 2026 odds movement for top teams - pre-draw vs post-draw December 2025 World Cup 2026
Odds Movement - Pre-Draw vs Post-Draw (December 2025) USA: +6600 to +4000 (biggest improvement).
Argentina: +800 to +800 (unchanged). Spain: +450 to +400 (slight improvement). England: +650 to +600

(slight). Source: BetMGM pre/post draw. USABiggest odds movement

The group draw had the biggest impact on USA odds (shortened from +6600 to +4000) and least impact
on the top favorites (Spain moved just +450 to +400). This reflects the draw's primary effect on
qualification probability rather than outright winning probability - a favorable group helps the USA advance

from the group stage, but doesn't significantly change their chances of winning the tournament outright.

Prediction markets (Kalshi and Polymarket) have generated $370.1 million in trading volume on the World
Cup winner contract. France leads prediction markets at +463 (17.7% implied probability), with Spain at
+474 (17.4%) and England at +789 (11.2%). The slight difference between sportsbook and prediction
market odds reflects the different user bases and market dynamics. The social media ad spend context for

brands betting on these teams' popularity is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

World Cup 2026 implied probability tiered structure - December 2025 World Cup 2026 Teams by
Probability Tier (December 2025, % Win Chance) Tier 1 (10%+): Spain 20%, France 18.2%, England 14.3%,
Brazil 11.1%, Argentina 11.1%. Tier 2 (5-10%): Portugal 9.1%, Germany 6.7%. Tier 3 (2-5%): Netherlands
4.8%, USA 2.4%, Belgium 2.4%. Tier 4 (<2%): All other 38 teams combined ~5%. Source: Averaged

sportsbook odds December 2025. 75%Top 5 combined

The tiered view shows how concentrated the probability is. Tier 1 (5 teams) holds 75%. Tier 2 (2 teams)
holds 16%. Tier 3 (3 teams) holds 10%. The remaining 38 teams collectively hold just 5% - meaning the
market gives them approximately a 1-in-20 combined chance of producing the winner. The biggest social

media platforms where fans debate these odds are in our biggest social media platforms analysis.

Odds vs Results History

Pre-Tournament Favorites vs Actual Winners - How Often Do Favorites
Win?

Pre-Tournament Betting Favorite vs Actual Winner (2002-2022)

YEAR PRE-TOURNAMENT FAVORITE FAVORITE'S FINISH ACTUAL WINNER WINNER'S PRE-TOURNEY ODDS
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2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina (+450) 3rd/4th favorite
2018 Brazil Quarter-final France (+550) 3rd/4th favorite
2014 Brazil Semi-final (7-1!) Germany (+500) 2nd/3rd favorite
2010 Brazil/Spain QF / Winner Spain (+500) Co-favorite
2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy (+1000) 4th/5th favorite
2002 France/Argentina Both group stage! Brazil (+400) 3rd favorite

Key finding: The pre-tournament favorite has won only 1 of the last 6 World Cups (Spain 2010, co-favorite).
The winner typically comes from the 2nd-5th favorite tier. Brazil has been favorite or co-favorite for 5 of 6

editions but won only once (2002).

The historical pattern is clear: the outright pre-tournament favorite almost never wins. In 5 of the last 6
World Cups, the eventual winner came from the 2nd-5th favorite tier rather than the top-ranked betting

choice. This suggests that backing Spain at +400 may not represent the best value.

The smartest historical betting strategy would have been to back the 3rd or 4th favorite: France won in
2018 as 3rd/4th favorite (+550), Argentina won in 2022 as 3rd/4th favorite (+450), Germany won in 2014
as 2nd/3rd favorite (+500). For 2026, that profile fits England (+600) or Brazil (+800) most closely.

Key Uncertainties

Messi (38), Ronaldo (41), De Bruyne Fitness - Variables That Shift Odds

Messi?Age 38, Inter Miami - Participation Unconfirmed, Could Swing Argentina 4-5ppWith Messi: Argentina
odds ~+600 (14%). Without: ~+1200 (7.7%). The biggest single-player variable in the tournament.
RonaldoAge 41, Al-Nassr - Expected to Play Final World Cup for PortugalDiminishing on-pitch influence but
irreplaceable leadership. Portugal's odds (+1000) already price in reduced Ronaldo impact. De BruyneMan
City - Recurring Injuries Could Derail Belgium's CampaignBelgium's golden generation (De Bruyne, Lukaku,

Courtois) is aging. Full fitness vs partial fitness is the difference between QF challenge and group exit.

Squad depth matters more than ever. Teams must play up to 8 matches to win (vs 7 previously). France's
bench could field a team competitive with most nations' starters. Champions League finalists' players will

have played 60+ matches by kickoff - fatigue is real.

Value Bets
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Where Smart Money Is Going - Value Opportunities in the 2026 World Cup
Market

World Cup 2026 value bets - sportsbook implied probability vs estimated true probability Value Bets -
Sportsbook Odds vs Estimated True Probability (%) England: 14.3% odds vs ~18% true (best value).
Morocco: 1.6% vs ~3%. USA: 2.4% vs ~4% (host boost). Germany: 6.7% vs ~8%. Colombia: 2.0% vs ~3%.

Green bar exceeding blue = value. Not betting advice. EnglandBest value pick
Sportsbook implied % Estimated true %

Professional sports bettors look for "value" - situations where the true probability of an outcome exceeds
the implied probability from the odds. Based on historical patterns and current form, several potential value

positions emerge.

England at +600 (14.3%) may represent the best value among favorites. They have reached 2 consecutive
Euro finals with a squad entering peak years (Bellingham 22, Saka 24, Foden 25). The 60-year drought
creates enormous motivation. Historical data shows the 3rd/4th favorite wins more often than the outright

favorite.

Morocco at +6000 (1.6%) could be significant value if their 2022 semi-final run was not a fluke but rather
the emergence of a genuine elite programme. Morocco's squad depth has improved since 2022, and they

will have enormous support from the North African and Arab diaspora communities in US host cities.

The USA at +4000 (2.4%) represents the quintessential home advantage bet. No host nation has been
eliminated in the group stage of a World Cup since South Africa in 2010 (the only time). The USMNT won't
win the tournament, but reaching the quarter-finals or semi-finals as hosts is historically plausible. The
biggest social media platforms where fans debate these bets are in our biggest social media platforms

analysis.

Betting Market Size

$150 Billion Global Market - World Cup 2026 Will Be the Most Bet Event in
History

World Cup global betting market 2018 to 2026 projected - billion USD World Cup Global Betting Market
(Billion USD) Russia 2018: $21B. Qatar 2022: $35B. USA 2026: $150B projected. Sources: Industry
estimates. +-15-20%. $150B2026 projected
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Global sports betting on the 2026 World Cup is projected to surpass $150 billion - approximately 4x the
$35 billion wagered on Qatar 2022. The US market alone could contribute $8-12 billion, driven by the
explosive growth of legal mobile sports betting since the 2018 Supreme Court ruling that allowed states to

legalise sports gambling.

The prediction market dimension adds a new layer. Kalshi (US-regulated) and Polymarket (crypto-based)
have combined $370.1 million in trading volume on the World Cup winner contract alone. These markets
allow continuous price discovery, meaning odds update in real time based on news, injuries, and friendly

results.

In-play (live) betting is expected to account for 60-70% of total wagering. Fans can bet on next goal
scorer, corners, cards, and minute-by-minute outcomes during matches. This live betting explosion drives
enormous engagement and revenue for sportsbooks, with each of the 104 matches generating

approximately $1-2 billion in global handle.

The three co-host nations have different betting landscapes. The US has 38+ states with legal sports
betting (the most developed market). Canada legalised single-event sports betting in 2021 via provinces.
Mexico has a less regulated but active betting market. This regulatory diversity means fans in all three host

countries can legally bet on the tournament they are physically attending.

For context, the 2026 World Cup's projected $150 billion in betting exceeds the combined annual revenue
of Netflix ($39B), Spotify ($16B), and Disney+ ($6B). It approaches the GDP of Hungary ($176B). This
commercial scale is why FIFA's broadcasting partners pay $4.264 billion for TV rights - the content drives

a betting economy that dwarfs the direct revenue.

Responsible gambling organisations have raised concerns about the intersection of home hosting and legal
betting access. With matches played in US stadiums where in-venue betting is available in many states, the
potential for problem gambling increases. The American Gaming Association estimates the 2026 World Cup
will generate approximately 80 million individual bets in the US alone. This would make it the single most-
bet sporting event in American gambling history, surpassing the Super Bowl which typically generates

approximately 50 million bets.

The social media platforms where fans discuss their bets and predictions are also seeing elevated
engagement. Twitter/X, Reddit's r/soccerbetting, and TikTok's betting content creators will drive enormous
conversation volume throughout the 39-day tournament. The social media ad spend context for betting

brands is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.
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48 TeamsExpansion Effect - More Upsets, Extra Knockout Round, Less Punishing GroupsNew Round of 32
adds an extra elimination match. Top 2 + best 3rd advance from groups - even a group loss doesn't mean

exit. More matches = more upset opportunities. 5,280ftDenver Altitude - European Teams May Struggle at
Mile High and Mexico City (7,316ft)Altitude visibly affects stamina and ball flight. Estadio Azteca at 2,230m

is even higher. Latin American teams accustomed to altitude have a natural edge at these venues.

Time zones also matter. Latin American teams benefit from Central/Mountain time slots. European teams

face unfamiliar hours. These factors rarely appear in odds but consistently influence group-stage results.

The expanded 48-team format also introduces tactical uncertainty. Managers must plan for a potential 8-
match campaign rather than 7, requiring deeper squad rotation strategies. Teams with 2-3 genuine match-
winning substitutes (France, England, Spain) hold a structural advantage over teams relying on a fixed

starting XI.

The December 2025 group draw revealed several "groups of death" that could eliminate strong contenders
early. Group B (Spain, Japan, Ecuador, Playoff winner) and Group E (France, Colombia, South Africa,
Uzbekistan) feature multiple competitive teams. Early exits from difficult groups would dramatically

reshape the knockout bracket and odds landscape.

For the 2026 World Cup specifically, the home advantage for USA, Mexico, and Canada extends beyond
crowd support. Familiar climate, no jet lag, home training facilities, and family proximity all contribute to a
measurable performance boost. Academic research on home advantage in World Cups estimates
approximately a 10-15% win probability increase for host nations in individual matches. The World Cup host

cities distribution context is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

The prediction market data from Kalshi and Polymarket shows interesting divergences from traditional
sportsbooks. Prediction markets tend to give slightly higher probabilities to dark horses (Morocco, Japan)
and slightly lower to top favorites (Spain, France) compared to sportsbooks. This may reflect prediction
market users being more internationally diverse and less influenced by European media narratives that

dominate traditional sports betting.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2026 Winner Odds - Key Statistics

Spain 20%Betting Favorite at +400 - Euro 2024 Champions, Youngest Top ContenderSpain leads the
betting market with 20% implied win probability (+400 at BetMGM). Key factors: Euro 2024 triumph (beat
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England 2-1in final), Lamine Yamal (Barcelona, 18 - youngest star at a major tournament), Rodri (Ballon
d'Or 2024), and a proven tactical system. Spain's deliberate possession style has won them 2 Euros (2024,
2012) and 1 World Cup (2010) this century. Source: BetMGM December 2025. 0/5The #1 Ranked Team Has
Won 0 of the Last 5 World CupsFrance enters the 2026 WC as FIFA #1. But the #1 ranked team has failed to
win any of the last 5 World Cups (2006-2022). Germany (#1in 2018) and Spain (#1in 2014) were both
eliminated in the GROUP STAGE. Brazil (#1in 2006, 2010, 2022) lost in the quarter-finals each time. The
last #1 to win was Brazil in 2002. Source: FIFA records, BetMGM. $5,0000ne Bettor's $5K Wager on USA at
75-1 Before the Draw - Now Worth MoreA gambler placed $5,000 on the United States to win at 75-1 odds
at Hard Rock Bet before the December 2025 draw. After the USA received a favorable Group D draw, odds
shortened to 40-1. If the USA wins, the payout would be $375,000. Even before kickoff, the bet's implied
value has increased. Source: Yahoo Sports, Hard Rock Bet December 2025. $370MPrediction Market
Trading Volume - Kalshi + Polymarket CombinedThe World Cup winner contract has generated $370.1
million in combined trading volume on Kalshi and Polymarket prediction markets. France leads prediction
markets at +463 (17.7%), with Spain at +474 (17.4%). Prediction market odds differ slightly from
sportsbooks due to different user bases and fee structures. Source: DeFi Rate, Kalshi, Polymarket May
2026. England60 Years of Hurt - Best Odds for a Team That Has Never Won Since 1966England at +600
(14.3%) have the third-best odds despite not winning a World Cup since 1966. The Jude Bellingham/Phil
Foden/Bukayo Saka generation reached 2 consecutive Euro finals (2020, 2024, losing both). The 2026
World Cup represents potentially the peak window for this golden generation before age and club
commitments erode squad quality. Source: BetMGM December 2025. Messi?The Biggest Question - Will
38-Year-0ld Lionel Messi Play His Final World Cup?Argentina's +800 odds partly depend on whether
Lionel Messi (38, Inter Miami) participates. Messi won the 2022 WC in Qatar in what many assumed was his
last tournament. If he plays in 2026, Argentina's odds could shorten to +600-700. Without him, they would
likely drift to +1200-1500. Messi has not confirmed or denied participation as of December 2025. Source:

Yahoo Sports, BetMGM. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2026 Winner Predictions

Spain at +400 (20% probability) is the clear betting favorite. France (+450, 18.2%) and England (+600,
14.3%) follow. Spain won Euro 2024 and has the youngest top-tier squad. Source: BetMGM December
2025.

The USA has +4000 odds (2.4%) after receiving a favorable Group D draw. Pre-draw odds were +6600.

One bettor placed $5,000 at 75-1 before the draw. Host advantage is real - S. Korea reached 2002 SF
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ranked 40th. Source: BetMGM.

Argentina has +800 odds (11.1%) but the "Messi question" looms. If he plays (age 38), odds could shorten
to +600-700. Without him, they'd drift to +1200-1500. No team has defended the title since Brazil in 1962.

Source: BetMGM, FanDuel.

Morocco (+6000, 1.6%) reached the 2022 semi-final and is ranked 8th. Japan (first to qualify, 100%
record) and Colombia (2024 Copa finalist) are credible dark horses. Croatia reached 2 of last 3 WC semi-

finals. Source: BetMGM.

Not since Brazil in 2002. The #1team has failed to win any of the last 5 World Cups (2006-2022).
Germany (#1, 2018) and Spain (#1, 2014) were both eliminated in the group stage. France enters 2026 as

#1. Source: FIFA records.

Global betting is projected to exceed $150 billion. Prediction markets (Kalshi + Polymarket) have generated
$370M in trading volume on the winner contract alone. The 2022 WC saw $35B in betting. Source: DeFi

Rate, industry estimates.

Yes, Ronaldo is expected to play. At 41, it will be his final World Cup. Portugal has +1000 odds (9.1%).
Ronaldo has scored 16 WC qualifying goals but Portugal's chances rest more on their younger core

(Bernardo Silva, Rafael Leao). Source: CBS Sports.

Odds update continuously based on friendlies, injuries, and squad announcements. Major shifts
expected: March 2026 friendlies, May/June squad announcements, and June 9 final FIFA ranking update.

Odds shorten dramatically once the tournament begins. Source: Sportsbook industry.
Sources

Yahoo Sports / BetMGM - 2026 World Cup Draw Odds (December 2025) - Primary source for post-draw
odds. BetMGM odds: Spain +400, France +450, England +600, Brazil +800, Argentina +800.

SportsBookReview / FanDuel - World Cup 2026 Odds (December 2025) - Source for FanDuel odds (Spain

+410 favorite, 19.61% implied) and USA odds movement (pre/post draw).

DeFi Rate - Kalshi vs Polymarket World Cup 2026 Prediction Markets - Source for prediction market data:
France +463 (17.7%), $370.1M trading volume. Updated May 2026.

CBS Sports - 2026 FIFA World Cup Complete Odds - Source for DraftKings odds, star player analysis, and

tactical breakdowns. Spain and France co-favorites at +500.
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Odds are from December 2025 (post-draw) and will change before tournament kickoff in June 2026.
Implied probability calculated from American odds. Different sportsbooks offer slightly different odds.
Averages used where sources differ. This is NOT betting advice. Gambling involves risk of financial loss.

Must be 21+ in most US states. If you have a gambling problem, call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Share of U.S. adults that plan to buy tickets for
the FIFA World Cup 2026

Updated May 24, 2026 - businesstats.com/world-cup-interest-us-2026

14% 78% 75%

US ADULTS PLAN TO BUY TICKETS US ADULTS SAY NO TO BUYING PLAN TO FOLLOW TOURNAMENT IN
(YOUGOV APRIL 2026) TICKETS SOME WAY (PERFORMANCE RESEARCH)

41% 57% 32%

GEN Z (18-29) INTEREST - HIGHEST AGE CITE TICKET PRICES AS BIGGEST PLAN TO ACTIVELY WATCH
GROUP BARRIER (NUMERATOR MAY 2026)

Overview

Share of adults in the United States that plan to watch the FIFA World Cup in
person in 2026

Multiple surveys paint a consistent picture of American World Cup interest: broad awareness and casual
following intent (75%), but limited plans for in-person attendance (14 %) due primarily to ticket prices. The
gap between "following" and "attending" reflects the economic reality of World Cup ticket costs in the US

market.

The 14% ticket-buying figure from YouGov translates to approximately 36 million US adults who intend to
purchase tickets - far exceeding the approximately 5-6 million tickets available across all 104 matches. This
demand-supply mismatch explains why FIFA received over 500 million ticket requests globally during initial

sales. The host city distribution for these matches is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.

Interest has been growing steadily. Numerator found viewership intent rose from 26% in January 2026 to
32% in May 2026. CivicScience tracked interest growth from 25% (May 2025) to 28% (May 2026), with

the sharpest rise among Millennials (24 % to 35%).

Ticket Buying Plans
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8% Local Only, 6% Including Travel, 78% No - US Ticket Buying Intent
(YouGov)

Share of US adults planning to buy FIFA World Cup 2026 tickets - YouGov April 15 2026 - 4408
respondents US Adults - Plan to Buy FIFA World Cup 2026 Tickets? (YouGov April 2026) Yes, local match
only: 8%. Yes, including travel: 6%. No: 78%. Not sure: 8%. Total planning to buy: 14%. Source: YouGov
Daily Survey, April 15, 2026, 4,408 US adults. +-2-3pp. 14%Plan to buy tickets

Yes - plan to buy No - not planning

The 8% planning to attend a local match only reflects fans in host cities (New York, Dallas, Houston, LA,
etc.) who see the World Cup as an accessible local event. The 6% willing to travel for matches represents
the most engaged segment - fans willing to spend on flights, hotels, and tickets to experience the

tournament.

The 78% saying "no" does not mean lack of interest - it reflects the high cost barrier. Most of these
respondents may still follow the tournament on TV, streaming, or at fan festivals. The 8% "not sure"
represents a persuadable segment whose decision likely depends on ticket availability and pricing closer to

the tournament. The World Cup 2026 statistics and facts context is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Following Intent

75% Plan to Follow, 26% Plan to Watch "A Lot" - Broader US Engagement

US adults World Cup 2026 following and engagement intent - Performance Research March 2026 US
Adults - World Cup 2026 Following and Engagement Intent (Performance Research March 2026) Plan to
follow in some capacity: 75%. Plan to watch a lot: 26%. Cite ticket price concern: 57%. Most willing to pay
$250-500 max: 42%. Raised security concern: 33%. Source: Performance Research, 2,000 US adults,

March 2026. +-3-4pp. 75%Plan to follow 57%Price concern

The 75% following rate is remarkable for soccer in the US market - a sport that has traditionally ranked 4th
or 5th among American sports behind football, basketball, baseball, and hockey. The home-field advantage

of hosting is clearly driving unprecedented engagement.

Performance Research president Jed Pearsall noted that "while interest in attending is broad, actual
attendance may skew toward higher-income and highly engaged fans, with many others opting for at-
home or public viewing experiences." The social media statistics context for how fans follow online is in

our social media statistics and facts analysis.
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Interest by Age Group

Gen Z 41%, Millennials 35%, Gen X 22%, Boomers 14% - World Cup Interest
by Age

US World Cup 2026 interest by age group - CivicScience May 2026 - percentage at least somewhat
interested US World Cup 2026 Interest by Age Group (CivicScience May 2026, % Interested) Gen Z (18-
29): 41%. Millennials (30-44): 35% (up from 24% in May 2025, biggest spike). Gen X (45-60): 22%.
Boomers (60+): 14%. Gen Z interest is nearly 3x Boomer interest. Source: CivicScience ongoing tracker,

May 2026. +-3-5pp. 41%Gen Z - highest
% at least somewhat interested by age group

The Gen Z-Boomer gap of 27 percentage points (41% vs 14%) illustrates soccer's generational shift in the
US. Gen Z grew up with Messi, Ronaldo, and the Premier League accessible on streaming platforms.

Boomers grew up when soccer was virtually invisible in American media.

The Millennial spike from 24% (May 2025) to 35% (May 2026) - the largest single-year increase of any age
group - suggests the approaching tournament is converting casual awareness into active interest among
30-44 year olds, many of whom are parents introducing their children to the sport. The daily social media

usage context for these age groups is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Interest Growth Over Time

25% (May 2025) to 32% (May 2026) - US World Cup Interest Growing
Month by Month

US World Cup 2026 viewership interest growth May 2025 to May 2026 - percentage planning to watch US
World Cup 2026 Interest Growth Over Time (% Planning to Watch) May 2025: 25% interested
(CivicScience). Jan 2026: 26% plan to watch (Numerator). Mar 2026: 28% interested (CivicScience). May
2026: 32% plan to watch (Numerator). Interest rising as tournament approaches. Sources: CivicScience,

Numerator 2025-2026. +-3-5pp. +7ppGrowth May 2025 to May 2026

The steady upward trend from 25% to 32% over 12 months reflects growing media coverage, sponsor
advertising, ticket sales momentum, and the group draw announcement (March 2026) which gave fans

specific matchups to anticipate. Interest typically accelerates further in the final weeks before kickoff.
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Among non-watchers (51% per Numerator), the overwhelming reason is general lack of interest in soccer
(78%) rather than any active objection. Only 1.7% are actively boycotting and less than 5% cite political or
FIFA-related concerns. The global economy context for the commercial opportunity is in our global

economy analysis.

Price Willingness

57% Say Ticket Prices Are a Concern - Most Won't Pay More Than $250-
500

US adults maximum willingness to pay for World Cup 2026 ticket - estimated distribution US Adults -
Maximum Ticket Price Willingness for World Cup 2026 (Estimated %) Under $100: 12%. $100-250: 18%.
$250-500: 22%. $500-1000: 8%. $1000+: 3%. Won't attend regardless: 37%. 57% cite ticket prices as the
biggest concern. Source: Performance Research March 2026, estimated distribution. +-4-6pp. 57 %Price is

#1 concern
Willing to pay at this price level Won't attend regardless of price

FIFA's dynamic pricing model - where ticket prices change based on demand - has been controversial.
FIFA introduced a $60 entry-level tier for the first time to improve access. But Category 1 prices for the final

reached $10,990 in the April 2026 sales phase - up 72% from the original $6,370 face value.

On the resale market, individual tickets for the final have listed as high as $143,750 per seat. This extreme
pricing gap between FIFA's $60 entry-level and $143,750 resale peak illustrates the massive demand-
supply imbalance. The NFL statistics context for comparable US sports event pricing is in our NFL statistics

and facts analysis.

Why Americans Won't Watch

78% Lack of Interest, 16% No Time, Less Than 5% Political - Non-Watcher

Reasons

Reasons US adults won't watch FIFA World Cup 2026 - Numerator May 2026 - percentage of non-
watchers Why US Adults Won't Watch World Cup 2026 (% of Non-Watchers, Numerator May 2026) Lack
of interest: 78%. Lack of time: 16%. Political/policy concerns: 4.9%. FIFA concerns: 4.3%. Actively
boycotting: 1.7%. Source: Numerator consumer survey May 2026. +-3-5pp. 78 %Lack of interest (top

reason) 1.7 %Actively boycotting
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The 78% citing "lack of interest" as their primary reason is the simplest explanation: soccer still does not
command the same cultural position in America as football, basketball, or baseball. This is structural rather

than situational - it reflects decades of American sports culture where soccer has been a secondary sport.

The low boycott rate (1.7%) and minimal political/FIFA concerns (combined under 10%) suggest that
controversy around immigration enforcement (ICE providing security) and FIFA governance has not
meaningfully dampened American interest. The social media ad spend context for brands reaching these

fans is in our social media ad spend worldwide analysis.

US adults World Cup 2026 viewership plan - Numerator May 2026 - plan to watch won't watch not sure US
Adults - Plan to Watch World Cup 20267 (Numerator May 2026) Plan to watch: 32% (up from 26% in Jan
2026). Won't watch: 51%. Not sure: 17%. Among non-watchers: 78% lack of interest, 16 % lack of time,

<5% political/FIFA reasons. Source: Numerator May 2026. +-3-5pp. 32%Plan to watch

The Numerator data shows an almost even three-way split: roughly a third will watch, half won't, and a
sixth are undecided. The 17% "not sure" group represents approximately 44 million US adults whose
decision will likely depend on the US national team's performance, match scheduling, and social media

buzz once the tournament begins.

Demographic Breakdown

Hispanic Americans 3x More Likely to Attend - Demographic Patterns in
World Cup Interest

US World Cup 2026 ticket interest by demographic group - percentage planning to attend World Cup 2026
Ticket Interest by US Demographic Group (% Plan to Attend) Hispanic Americans: 42%. Urban residents:

38%. HH income $100K+: 35%. Families with children: 34%. Suburban: 29%. General population: 14%. HH
income under $50K: 14%. Rural: 18%. Sources: Performance Research, CivicScience, Numerator 2026. +-

4-6pp. 42%Hispanic - highest
% planning to attend by demographic

The demographic breakdown of World Cup interest reveals patterns that go beyond age. Hispanic
Americans show significantly higher engagement than the general population - approximately 3x more
likely to plan to attend a match in person and 2x more likely to plan to watch on TV. This reflects the deep

football culture in Latin American communities and the significance of Mexico co-hosting the tournament.
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Urban residents show higher interest (38%) than suburban (29%) and rural (18 %) populations. This
correlates directly with proximity to host cities - fans in New York, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, and other
host metros have the option of attending a local match without travel costs, making the $250-500 ticket

price barrier the only hurdle rather than the combined cost of tickets plus flights plus hotels.

Income is a strong predictor of attendance plans. Households earning over $100,000 annually are
approximately 2.5x more likely to plan to buy tickets than households earning under $50,000. This income
skew is consistent with Performance Research president Jed Pearsall's observation that "actual attendance

may skew toward higher-income and highly engaged fans."

Families with children under 18 show higher interest (34 %) than households without children (26%).
Parents see the home-hosted World Cup as a once-in-a-generation opportunity to introduce their children
to global football culture. Many are planning family trips to host cities as a combined vacation and sporting

experience.

Viewing Preferences

55% TV at Home, 22% Streaming, 15% Bars/Restaurants - How Americans
Plan to Watch

How US adults plan to watch FIFA World Cup 2026 - viewing method percentage breakdown How US
Adults Plan to Watch World Cup 2026 (% by Viewing Method) TV at home: 55%. Streaming: 22 %.
Bars/restaurants: 15%. Fan festivals/public: 8%. FOX holds English rights (70 matches on FOX, 34 on FS1).
YouTube streams first 10 min free. Sources: Numerator, industry estimates 2026. +-4-6pp. 55%TV at home

- top method 22% Streaming

Among the 32% of Americans planning to watch, traditional television remains the dominant viewing
method at approximately 55%, followed by streaming platforms (22%), bars and restaurants (15%), and
public viewing events/fan festivals (8%). FOX Sports holds English-language broadcast rights with 70

matches on the main FOX channel and 34 on FS1.

Streaming viewership is expected to be significantly higher among Gen Z viewers, with approximately 45%
of 18-29 year old viewers planning to watch primarily via streaming compared to just 12% of viewers aged
60+. YouTube's groundbreaking deal to stream the first 10 minutes of every match free worldwide could

drive significant sampling and conversion to full-match viewership.
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The bar and restaurant viewing audience (15%) represents a significant commercial opportunity. Numerator
estimates elevated food and beverage spending during World Cup matchdays, with sports bars in host
cities expected to see 25-40% revenue increases on match days. National chains including Buffalo Wild

Wings, Hooters, and Applebee's are planning World Cup promotions.

Public viewing experiences at FIFA Fan Festivals in each of the 16 host cities will provide free large-screen
outdoor viewing with food, music, and sponsor activations. The Qatar 2022 Fan Festival attracted 1.8
million visitors, and the 2026 US editions are expected to significantly exceed that figure given the larger

domestic audience.

Brand and Commercial Impact

$2.4B US Ad Spend Projected - Brands Targeting World Cup Viewers

World Cup 2026 consumer spending impact by category - percentage increase during tournament World
Cup 2026 Consumer Spending Impact (% Increase During Tournament) Sponsor brand awareness: +22%.
Snacks/beverages: +12-18%. Takeout/delivery on match days: +8-15%. Sports bar revenue on match days:
+25-40%. Social media impressions: 400B+ projected (vs 262B in 2022). Sources: Numerator, industry

estimates 2026. +-5-8pp. $2.4BUS ad spend projected
% increase during World Cup period

Brands are investing heavily to reach World Cup audiences. US advertising spend directly tied to the 2026
World Cup is projected at approximately $2.4 billion across TV, digital, social media, and outdoor channels.
This makes the tournament one of the top 3 advertising events of 2026 alongside the Super Bowl and the

Olympics.

The World Cup's multi-week format (39 days) offers sustained engagement that single-event sports
properties cannot match. While the Super Bowl delivers massive one-day ratings, the World Cup delivers
moderate-but-consistent daily audiences over nearly six weeks - valuable for brand campaigns requiring

frequency and repetition rather than single-exposure impact.

Consumer purchase behavior shifts during the World Cup are measurable. Numerator found elevated
spending on snacks and beverages (+12-18% during 2022), increased takeout and delivery orders on
match days (+8-15%), and higher engagement with sponsor brands (+22% awareness lift for FIFA official

partners). The 2026 home-hosted edition is expected to amplify all these effects.
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Social media engagement will be a primary driver of commercial value. The 2022 World Cup generated
over 262 billion social media impressions globally. The 2026 edition, hosted in the world's largest social
media market (the US), is projected to generate over 400 billion social media impressions. The biggest

social media platforms where these conversations happen are in our biggest social media platforms

analysis.

For brands targeting younger, multicultural, digitally engaged consumers, the World Cup represents
arguably the most important engagement opportunity of 2026. The Gen Z and Millennial audience skew,
combined with strong Hispanic engagement, makes this tournament uniquely valuable for brands seeking

to reach demographics that are increasingly difficult to reach through traditional TV advertising alone.

International Comparison

US 14% vs UK 8% vs Germany 6% - Ticket Intent Comparison Across

Countries

World Cup 2026 ticket buying intent by country - US UK Germany - Statista March 2026 World Cup 2026
Ticket Buying Intent by Country (% Plan to Attend, Statista March 2026) United States: 14% (home
advantage). United Kingdom: 8%. Germany: 6%. US leads due to local match access. UK leads on TV

viewership intent. Source: Statista March 2026. +-3-5pp. 14%US - highest (host)

Statista's March 2026 cross-country survey found that US adults showed the highest ticket-buying intent
of any country surveyed - approximately 14% planned to attend, compared to approximately 8% in the UK
and 6% in Germany. This is unsurprising given the home-field advantage: US residents can attend matches

without international travel costs.

However, planned TV viewership was highest in the UK, reflecting football's deeper cultural roots in British
society. Germany showed similar viewership intent to the UK despite lower attendance plans. The pattern
suggests that while hosting drives ticket sales, it does not necessarily drive the highest TV engagement -

cultural affinity for the sport matters more for screen-based viewing.

For international fans considering traveling to the US, cost is a major factor. Upgraded Points estimated that
attending a single group-stage match (including 2 nights accommodation, airfare, rideshare, and ticket)
could cost $1,500-4,000+ depending on the host city. New York and Los Angeles are the most expensive

destinations, while Kansas City and Denver offer relatively more affordable options.
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Immigration and visa concerns represent a unique barrier for international fans that did not exist at previous
World Cups in Qatar, Russia, or Brazil. Approximately 15% of international fans surveyed cited immigration
policy concerns as a factor in their decision. This is particularly relevant for fans from nations whose

citizens require US visas, a process that can take months and is not guaranteed.

Historical Context

1994 World Cup Drew 3.59M Total Attendance - Can 2026 Beat the Record?

FIFA World Cup average attendance per match history 1994 to 2026 projected - thousands World Cup
Average Match Attendance - 1994 to 2026 Projected (Thousands) USA 1994: 68,991 (record). France 1998:
43,517. Japan/Korea 2002: 42,269. Germany 2006: 52,491. S. Africa 2010: 49,670. Brazil 2014: 53,592.
Russia 2018: 47,371. Qatar 2022: 53,191. USA 2026: 65,000-70,000 projected. Source: FIFA official. +-2-
5%. 68,991USA 1994 record

Average attendance per match (thousands) 2026 projected

The last time the US hosted a FIFA World Cup in 1994, total attendance across 52 matches was 3.59 million
- an average of 68,991 per match, which remains the highest average attendance in World Cup history. The
2026 edition, with 104 matches across even larger venues, is projected to set a new total attendance

record.

If 2026 achieves similar per-match averages (approximately 65,000-70,000 per match given the venue
mix), total attendance could reach approximately 6.8-7.3 million across 104 matches. This would nearly

double the 1994 record and represent the largest single sporting event attendance in history.

The 1994 World Cup is widely credited with catalyzing soccer's growth in America - leading to the creation
of Major League Soccer (MLS) in 1996. FIFA and US Soccer believe the 2026 edition could have a similar
transformative effect, particularly given that today's younger Americans are already significantly more

engaged with global football than the 1994 generation was.

TV ratings for the 1994 World Cup averaged approximately 8.5 million viewers per match on ABC and
ESPN. The 2026 edition, with FOX broadcasting in an era of multi-platform viewing, is projected to average
15-25 million viewers per match in the US alone - potentially 2-3x the 1994 figures, reflecting three

decades of growing American soccer interest.

The 2026 tournament also benefits from the growth of MLS, which now operates 30 teams across the US

and Canada with average attendance of approximately 22,000 per match. MLS fans represent a pre-
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existing domestic audience of engaged soccer consumers who are likely over-represented among the 14%

planning to buy World Cup tickets. Several MLS stadiums serve as training venues for World Cup teams.

Youth soccer participation in the US has grown approximately 89% since 1994, with an estimated 4.2
million registered youth players in 2025 according to US Soccer Federation data. This generational shift
means millions of American parents and young adults have personal playing experience with soccer -
creating a fundamentally different cultural relationship with the sport than existed during the 1994 World

Cup.

The US women's national team's World Cup success (4 titles) has also contributed to broader American
soccer interest. Research shows that households with daughters who play soccer show approximately
40% higher World Cup viewership intent than comparable households without youth soccer involvement.
The gender distribution of social media audiences following these teams is in our gender distribution

analysis.

Streaming will play a larger role in 2026 than any previous World Cup. Peacock (NBCUniversal), FOX
Sports App, and YouTube will all carry live matches. An estimated 35-40% of total US viewership will come
through streaming platforms rather than traditional linear TV - compared to approximately 15-20% during
Qatar 2022. This shift reflects broader cord-cutting trends accelerated by younger demographics who are

the most World Cup-engaged age group.

Corporate hospitality packages represent another dimension of the ticket market not captured in consumer
surveys. FIFA's premium hospitality offerings range from $5,000 to $50,000+ per person for VIP suites, all-
inclusive food and beverage, and exclusive access. Corporate demand for these packages has been
exceptionally strong, with major US corporations including Goldman Sachs, JPMorgan, Google, and Meta
reportedly purchasing multi-match hospitality blocks for client entertainment and employee reward

programmes.

Key Statistics

US World Cup 2026 Fan Interest - Key Statistics

14%US Adults Plan to Buy World Cup 2026 Tickets - 8% Local Only, 6% Including TravelAccording to
YouGov (April 15, 2026, 4,408 US adults), 14% of US adults plan to buy tickets for the FIFA World Cup
2026. Of these, 8% plan to attend a local match only and 6% plan to attend matches including those they

would travel for. 78% said they do not plan to buy tickets. 8% are not sure. The 14% translates to

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 90 of 368



L] - " "
m BusinessStats Share of US Adults Planning to Buy FIFA World Cup 2026 Tickets - Survey Data

approximately 36 million US adults - far exceeding available ticket supply. Source: YouGov Daily Survey
April 15, 2026. +-2-3pp. 75%Plan to Follow in Some Capacity - Highest US Soccer Engagement Ever
RecordedPerformance Research (March 2026, 2,000 US adults) found 75% of Americans plan to follow the
2026 World Cup in some capacity - the highest US soccer engagement figure ever recorded in a national
survey. However, only 26% plan to watch "a lot" of matches. Nearly half said they are more engaged than
for the 2022 Qatar tournament. The home-field hosting advantage is clearly driving unprecedented
American interest. Source: Performance Research / Sports Business Journal March 2026. +-3-4pp.
41%Gen Z (18-29) Interest - Nearly 3x Boomers (14 %), Millennials Spiked +11pp in One YearCivicScience
(May 2026) found Gen Z adults aged 18-29 are the most interested age group at 41%. Millennials (30-44)
follow at 35% - up sharply from 24% in May 2025, the biggest single-year spike of any age group (+11pp).
Gen X (45-60) at 22% and Boomers (60+) at 14 % trail significantly. The generational pattern reflects
soccer's growing cultural position among younger Americans who grew up watching global football on
streaming platforms. Source: CivicScience May 2026. +-3-5pp. 57%Cite Ticket Prices as Biggest Barrier -
Most Won't Pay More Than $250-500Performance Research found 57% of Americans cite ticket prices as
their biggest concern about attending World Cup 2026 matches. Most respondents are unwilling to pay
more than $250-500 per ticket. Only 33% raised security as a concern. FIFA's dynamic pricing and $60
entry-level tier have not fully addressed affordability concerns - Category 1 final tickets reached $10,990 in
the April 2026 sales phase. Resale listings have reached $143,750 per seat. Source: Performance Research
March 2026. +-3-4pp. 32%Plan to Actively Watch - Up from 26% in January 2026 (Numerator)Numerator
(May 2026) found 32% of US consumers plan to watch the 2026 FIFA World Cup between June 11 and July
19 - up from 26% in a similar survey fielded in January 2026. Among the 51% who say they won't watch,
78% cite general lack of interest and 16% cite lack of time. Only 1.7% are actively boycotting. Commercial
impact will be driven by out-of-home viewing, elevated food/beverage spending, and strong streaming
participation. Source: Numerator May 2026. +-3-5pp. 1.7 %Actively Boycotting - Political/FIFA Concerns
Under 10% CombinedDespite controversies around ICE providing security and FIFA governance, only 1.7%
of non-watching Americans say they are actively boycotting the 2026 World Cup. Political/policy concerns
(4.9%) and FIFA-specific concerns (4.3%) together account for under 10% of non-watchers' reasons. The
overwhelming non-watcher reason is simply lack of interest in soccer (78%). This suggests controversy
has not meaningfully dampened American engagement. Source: Numerator consumer survey May 2026. +-

3-5pp. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - US World Cup 2026 Ticket Interest

According to YouGov (April 2026, 4,408 US adults), 14% plan to buy tickets - 8% for a local match only
and 6% including travel. 78% said no. This 14% represents approximately 36 million US adults. Source:

YouGov April 15, 2026. +-2-3pp.

75% plan to follow in some capacity (Performance Research). 32% plan to actively watch (Numerator May
2026, up from 26% in January). 26% plan to watch "a lot" of matches. Sources: Performance Research,

Numerator, CivicScience 2026. +-3-5pp.

Gen Z (18-29) leads at 41%, followed by Millennials (35%, up from 24% in May 2025), Gen X (22%), and

Boomers (14%). Gen Z interest is nearly 3x that of Boomers. Source: CivicScience May 2026. +-3-5pp.

Ticket prices - cited by 57% as their biggest concern. Most are unwilling to pay more than $250-500 per
ticket. Only 33% raised security concerns. FIFA's entry-level $60 tier has not fully addressed affordability.

Source: Performance Research March 2026. +-3-4pp.

Among non-watchers, 78% cite lack of interest in soccer, 16% cite lack of time, 4.9% cite political
concerns, 4.3% cite FIFA concerns, and only 1.7% are actively boycotting. Source: Numerator May 2026.

+-3-5pp.

Yes, steadily. Viewership intent rose from 26% (Jan 2026) to 32% (May 2026) per Numerator.
CivicScience tracked overall interest from 25% (May 2025) to 28% (May 2026). Millennial interest spiked

from 24% to 35% in one year. Source: Numerator, CivicScience 2025-2026. +-3-5pp.

FIFA introduced a $60 entry-level tier plus dynamic pricing. Category 1 final tickets reached $10,990 in
April 2026 (up 72% from $6,370 original). Resale prices have reached $143,750 per seat. Group stage

tickets start around $60-200 depending on match and category. Source: FIFA, Sports lllustrated 2026.

Hosting dramatically boosts interest. Nearly half of survey respondents say they are more engaged than
for Qatar 2022. The 75% following rate is the highest US soccer engagement ever recorded. Home-field
advantage, convenient time zones, and local match access are driving factors. Source: Performance

Research March 2026. +-3-4pp.
Sources

YouGov Daily Survey - April 15, 2026 - Primary source for ticket buying intention (14 % yes, 78% no).

Survey of 4,408 US adults. Online survey, nationally representative sample.
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Goal.com / Performance Research - March 2026 - Source for 75% following intent, 57% price concern, and
engagement metrics. Survey of 2,000 US adults conducted by Performance Research with Full Circle

Research, highlighted by Sports Business Journal.

Numerator - World Cup 2026: Soccer Scores With US Fans (May 2026) - Source for 32% viewership

intent, non-watcher reasons (78% lack of interest), and viewership growth data (26% Jan to 32% May).

CivicScience - 2026 FIFA World Cup Interest Tracker (May 2026) - Source for age-group interest data
(Gen Z 41%, Millennials 35%), interest growth over time (25% to 28% over 12 months), and Millennial spike

data.

Multiple survey sources use different methodologies and may produce different results. YouGov and
Numerator use online panels. Performance Research and CivicScience use their own panel methodologies.
All figures are survey-based estimates with margins of error (+-2-5pp). "Interest" and "planning to watch"

are measured differently across sources. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Breakdown of FIFA's investment budget for the
FIFA World Cup 2026, by segment

Updated May 24, 2026 - businesstats.com/investment-budget-fifa-world-cup

$3.76B $1.12B $1.02B

TOTAL FIFA INVESTMENT BUDGET - OPERATIONS - LARGEST SEGMENT PRIZES AND FINANCIAL
WORLD CUP 2026 (30%) CONTRIBUTIONS (27 %)

S813M $655M S86M

TEAM SERVICES - 48 TEAMS ACROSS 39 PRIZE POOL WITHIN PRIZES SEGMENT ADMINISTRATION - JUST 2% OF TOTAL
DAYS (22%) (+50% VS 2022) BUDGET

Overview

Investment budget of FIFA for the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Canada, Mexico,
and the United States as of March 2025, by segment

FIFA's $3.76 billion investment budget for the 2026 World Cup represents approximately 27% of the total
$13.9 billion event expenditure estimated by the FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis (March 2025).
The remaining 73% comes from tourist spending, government investment, organizing committees, and

corporate sponsors.

This is the largest FIFA operational budget for any single World Cup, reflecting the expanded 48-team
format (up from 32), 104 matches (up from 64), and 16 host cities across three countries. FIFA trimmed this
budget by over $100 million during the cycle to improve financial discipline. The full expenditure

breakdown by source is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 spending analysis.

Despite the record spending, FIFA's 2026 World Cup is projected to be enormously profitable. Total FIFA
revenue is projected at approximately $10.9 billion versus $3.76 billion in spending - a net surplus of
approximately $7.14 billion that funds FIFA's global football development programmes, member association

grants, and future tournament preparations.

The $3.76 billion budget covers FIFA's direct costs only. It does not include the $1.726 billion FIFA Forward

3.0 programme that distributes development funding to all 211 FIFA member associations over the 2023-
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2026 cycle. Nor does it include the estimated $2 billion in government/public sector investment by the

three host countries on infrastructure, transport upgrades, and security.

FIFA has set a target reserve of $2.5 billion - a financial buffer that can sustain the organization for
approximately two years if revenues were to collapse entirely. The 2026 World Cup surplus is expected to
fully replenish and exceed this reserve target, giving FIFA its strongest financial position in history heading

into the 2030 World Cup cycle.

Budget by Segment

Operations $1.12B (30%) to Administration S86M (2%) - Full Budget

Breakdown

FIFA World Cup 2026 investment budget by segment - billion USD - FIFA-WTO March 2025 FIFA World
Cup 2026 Investment Budget by Segment (Billion USD) Operations: $1.12B (30%). Prizes/contributions:
$1.02B (27%). Team services: $813M (22%). Venues/competition: $421M (11%).
Communications/marketing: $302M (8%). Administration: $86M (2%). Total: $3.76B. Source: FIFA-WTO
March 2025. +-5-10%. $3.76BTotal FIFA budget

FIFA budget allocation (billion USD)

Operations at $1.12 billion is the single largest segment. It covers the physical delivery of 104 matches
across 16 venues in 3 countries over 39 days - an extraordinary logistical challenge requiring coordination
with US, Mexican, and Canadian government agencies, private security firms, broadcast partners, and

thousands of contractors.

Administration and finance at just $86 million (2%) is notably lean. This represents FIFA's internal overhead
for managing the tournament - staff salaries, legal, accounting, and governance. Post the 2015 corruption
reforms, FIFA has worked to demonstrate fiscal discipline by keeping administrative costs minimal relative

to event delivery spending.

Venues and competition at $421 million (11%) covers the physical conversion of 16 NFL and soccer
stadiums into FIFA-standard World Cup venues. This includes temporary pitch installations (most NFL
stadiums use artificial turf that must be replaced with natural grass for FIFA requirements), 35+ broadcast
camera positions per venue, VAR video review rooms, media working areas for 15,000+ accredited

journalists, and team changing room upgrades.
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Communications and marketing at $302 million (8%) funds FIFA's global promotional campaign across
digital, TV, and outdoor channels. This includes the FIFA+ streaming platform (which provides free
highlights and behind-the-scenes content), social media content production in 15+ languages, the official
World Cup brand identity and wayfinding systems across all 16 host cities, and press operations including

the Main Media Centre.

Operations Breakdown

Logistics $320M, Security $280M, Broadcast $220M - Inside the $1.12B
Operations Budget

FIFA World Cup 2026 operations budget estimated sub-breakdown - million USD FIFA World Cup 2026
Operations Budget Sub-Breakdown (Estimated, Million USD) Logistics/transport: $320M. Security
coordination: $280M. Broadcast production (TV/VAR/cameras): $220M. Volunteer management: $120M.
Fan festivals: $100M. Technology/IT: $80M. Total operations: $1.12B. Source: Estimated from FIFA budget

categories. +-15-20%. $1.12BTotal operations $320MLogistics - largest

Logistics and transport at $320 million is the costliest operations sub-category. Moving 48 national teams,
referees, FIFA officials, broadcast crews, and equipment across 16 cities in 3 countries over 39 days
requires a massive transport network. Teams must be moved between group stage venues and knockout

stage cities, often across international borders.

Security coordination at $280 million represents FIFA's share of the security effort. Host governments (US,
Mexico, Canada) contribute additional security spending from their own budgets. The three-nation format
creates unique border security challenges not present in single-host tournaments. The global economy

context is in our global economy analysis.

Broadcast production at $220 million covers the world feed that FIFA produces for all global broadcasters -
approximately 35 cameras per match, VAR (Video Assistant Referee) technology at all 16 venues, on-
screen graphics, and the data feeds powering live statistics for approximately 200+ broadcast partners

worldwide.

Volunteer management at $120 million covers recruitment, training, equipping, and coordinating
approximately 20,000-25,000 volunteers across 16 venues. Volunteers handle everything from guest
services and wayfinding to media support and venue operations. FIFA provides uniforms, meals, transport,

and insurance for all volunteers.
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Fan festivals at $100 million covers the official FIFA Fan Festivals - large-scale outdoor viewing
experiences in each of the 16 host cities plus additional non-host cities. These festivals feature giant
screens showing live matches, food and beverage vendors, sponsor activations, live music, and cultural
programming. The 2022 Qatar Fan Festival attracted over 1.8 million visitors, and the 2026 editions across

US, Mexico, and Canada are expected to far exceed that figure.

Technology and IT at $80 million covers FIFA's match-day technology stack: the semi-automated offside
technology (SAQT), goal-line technology, electronic performance and tracking systems (EPTS) that track
player movements via optical cameras, the FIFA Player App that provides players with their own

performance data, and the cybersecurity infrastructure protecting the tournament's digital operations.

Prize Money Allocation

$50M Champion to S9M Group Exit - How the $655M Prize Pool Is
Distributed

FIFA World Cup 2026 prize money distribution by finishing position - million USD World Cup 2026 Prize
Money Distribution by Position (Million USD) Winner: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. 4th: $27M. QF
exits (x4): $20M each ($80M total). R16 exits (x8): $15M each ($120M). R32 exits (x16): $8M each ($128M).
Group exits (x16): $9M each ($144M). Total pool: $655M. Source: FIFA official. +-1%. $655MTotal prize

pool
Prize money per position/total by round (million USD)

The $50 million champion prize is the highest in World Cup history. For context, the entire prize pool at the
2002 World Cup was approximately $331 million - meaning the 2026 group-stage minimum ($9M per team)

exceeds what the 2002 champion received.

Beyond the $655 million prize pool, FIFA allocates an additional $355 million for the Club Benefit
Programme (CBP). This compensates professional clubs who release players for national team duty and

provides injury insurance during the tournament. Total financial contribution to all participants: $727 million.

The 16 teams eliminated in the group stage collectively receive $144 million ($9M each). The 16 teams
knocked out in the new Round of 32 each receive approximately $8 million ($128M total). This structure
ensures every participating federation earns meaningful revenue regardless of on-field performance. The

World Cup host cities context is in our World Cup 2026 host cities analysis.
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Team Services

$813M for 48 Teams Over 39 Days - Accommodation, Transport, Medical,

Training

FIFA World Cup 2026 team services budget estimated sub-breakdown - million USD World Cup 2026 Team
Services Budget Sub-Breakdown (Estimated, Million USD) Team accommodation: $280M. Team transport:
$180M. Training facilities: $140M. Medical services: $95M. Equipment/kits: $68M. Team liaison officers:
$50M. Total team services: $813M. Source: Estimated from FIFA categories. +-15-20%. $813MTotal team

services $17MAverage per team

At $813 million across 48 teams, the average team services cost is approximately $17 million per team. This
covers team base camps (each team gets a dedicated hotel and training facility for the tournament
duration), charter flights between match venues, medical staff and anti-doping testing, and team liaison

officers who coordinate every logistical detail.

Team accommodation at $280 million covers exclusive hotel bookings for 48 squads of approximately 50-
60 people each (26 players plus coaching, medical, and management staff). Hotels are typically fully
reserved for the team's exclusive use, with training facilities within 30 minutes of the hotel. The world

population context for the 48 nations participating is in our world population analysis.

Training facilities at $140 million covers providing each team a FIFA-standard training pitch near their base
camp, plus access to secondary training venues. In the expanded 48-team format, this means maintaining

approximately 50-60 training venues simultaneously across the USA, Mexico, and Canada.

Medical services at $95 million covers a comprehensive healthcare network across all 16 venues: team
doctors, physiotherapists, anti-doping officers, pitch-side trauma medical teams, ambulance services, and
hospital coordination. FIFA requires a minimum medical team at every match including two emergency

physicians, two paramedics, and one ambulance with direct hospital access within 15 minutes.

Equipment and kits at $68 million covers the official match balls (Adidas provides approximately 1,000+
match balls plus training balls for all 48 teams), referee equipment, goal nets, corner flags, substitution
boards, and all on-pitch infrastructure. Each venue requires a complete set of match-day equipment plus

backup systems.

Team liaison officers (TLOs) at $50 million covers assigning a dedicated FIFA-appointed liaison to each of

the 48 teams. TLOs handle every logistical detail: hotel check-ins, training session coordination, match-day
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transport scheduling, media interview management, and any ad-hoc requests from team staff. TLOs are
typically multilingual and familiar with the host city's infrastructure. The Al market powering FIFA's data

analytics for these operations is covered in our Al market size analysis.

Revenue vs Spending

$10.9B Revenue vs $3.76B Spending - FIFA's $7.14B Net Surplus from
World Cup 2026

FIFA World Cup 2026 total revenue versus total FIFA spending - billion USD - net surplus FIFA World Cup
2026 - Revenue vs Spending vs Net Surplus (Billion USD) Total FIFA revenue: $10.9B. Total FIFA spending:
$3.76B. Net surplus: $7.14B (65% margin). The surplus funds FIFA Forward 3.0 development programme
($1.726B for member associations), future tournament investment, and FIFA reserves. Source: FIFA, Sports

Value. +-5-10%. $7.14BNet surplus
Revenue (green) / Spending (gold) / Surplus (blue)

FIFA's approximately $7.14 billion net surplus from the 2026 World Cup - a 65% margin - funds the
organization's global football development mission. The FIFA Forward 3.0 programme allocates $1.726
billion to member associations (211 national federations) over the four-year cycle for youth development,

coaching education, stadium infrastructure, and women's football growth.

The surplus also funds FIFA's reserves (approximately $2.5 billion target), future tournament preparations
(2027 Women's World Cup, 2030 Men's World Cup), technology investment (VAR, semi-automated
offside), and FIFA's expanding portfolio of competitions including the FIFA Club World Cup. The social

media statistics context for FIFA's global reach is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

Budget History

$1.2B (2006) to $3.76B (2026) - FIFA World Cup Budget Growth Over 20
Years

FIFA World Cup operational budget history 2006 to 2026 - billion USD - FIFA direct spending per
tournament FIFA World Cup Budget History - 2006 to 2026 (Billion USD, FIFA Direct Spending) Germany
2006: $1.2B. S. Africa 2010: $1.4B. Brazil 2014: $1.8B. Russia 2018: $2.2B. Qatar 2022: $2.8B.
USA/MEX/CAN 2026: $3.76B. Growth: +213% over 20 years. Source: FIFA Annual Reports 2006-2026. +-
5-10%. +213%Budget growth 2006-2026 +34%vs Qatar 2022
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FIFA's World Cup budget has grown 213% from $1.2 billion (Germany 2006) to $3.76 billion (USA 2026)
over 20 years. The 2026 jump is the largest single-edition increase (+$960 million vs Qatar 2022's $2.8

billion) driven by the expansion from 32 to 48 teams and 64 to 104 matches.

However, as a percentage of revenue, FIFA's spending has actually become more efficient. The 2026
budget ($3.76B) represents approximately 35% of total revenue ($10.9B), compared to 2006 when
spending ($1.2B) represented approximately 50% of revenue ($2.4B). FIFA generates more surplus per
dollar spent at every successive tournament. The NFL statistics context for comparing sports league

economics is in our NFL statistics and facts analysis.

For comparison, the Olympic Games typically cost $5-8 billion in direct organizing committee spending
(Paris 2024 budget: approximately $8.8 billion), while the NFL's annual operating expenses are

approximately $18 billion across all 32 teams combined. FIFA's $3.76 billion for a single 39-day event is
extraordinary value - delivering 104 matches across 16 venues in 3 countries at a cost of approximately

$36 million per match.

The per-match cost of $36 million covers everything: stadium operations, broadcast production, security,
team logistics, and a proportional share of prizes. Compare this to a typical NFL regular-season game that
generates approximately $15-20 million in revenue for the home team alone - the World Cup's cost-per-
match relative to its revenue-per-match ($10.9B / 104 = $105M) yields a return of approximately 2.9x per

match.

FIFA World Cup 2026 budget share by segment - donut chart percentage split FIFA World Cup 2026
Budget Share by Segment (% of $3.76B Total) Operations: 30%. Prizes: 27%. Team services: 22%.
Venues: 11%. Communications: 8%. Admin: 2%. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. 30%Operations - largest

The donut view makes the concentration clear: operations and prizes together account for 57% of FIFA's
entire World Cup budget. These two categories represent the core deliverables - physically running the
matches (operations) and rewarding the participants (prizes). The remaining 43% supports teams, venues,
communications, and administration. The daily social media usage context for fans engaging with these

matches is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Key Statistics
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FIFA World Cup 2026 Investment Budget - Key Statistics

$3.76BTotal FIFA Budget - Largest World Cup Operational Spend in HistoryFIFA's total investment budget
for the 2026 World Cup is approximately $3.76 billion - 34% more than Qatar 2022 ($2.8B) and 213% more
than Germany 2006 ($1.2B). Six segments: operations $1.12B (30%), prizes $1.02B (27%), team services
$813M (22%), venues $421M (11%), communications $302M (8%), admin $86M (2%). Despite record
spending, it represents just 35% of projected revenue ($10.9B). Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.
$1.12BOperations - 104 Matches, 16 Venues, 3 Countries, 39 DaysOperations at $1.12 billion (30% of total)
covers logistics ($320M), security coordination ($280M), broadcast production including VAR ($220M),
volunteer management ($120M), fan festivals ($100M), and technology/IT ($80M). This is the cost of
physically delivering the largest single sporting event in history across three nations. Source: FIFA-WTO
March 2025, estimated sub-breakdown. +-15-20%. $655MPrize Pool - Champion Gets $50M, Group Exit
Gets $9M MinimumThe $655 million prize pool is approximately 50% larger than Qatar 2022's $440M.
Distribution: winner $50M, runner-up $33M, 3rd $29M, 4th $27M, QF exit $20M each, R16 exit $15M each,
R32 exit $8M each, group exit $9M minimum each. Plus $355M Club Benefit Programme. Total financial
contribution: $727M. Source: FIFA official confirmed. +-1%. $813MTeam Services - $17M Average Per
Team for Accommodation, Transport, MedicalTeam services at $813 million (22%) covers accommodation
($280M), transport ($180M), training facilities ($140M), medical services ($95M), equipment ($68M), and
liaison officers ($50M) for 48 national teams. Average cost per team: approximately $17 million. Each team
gets a dedicated hotel, training pitch, charter flights, and medical support throughout their tournament stay.
Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-20%. $7.14BNet Surplus - Revenue $10.9B Minus Spending $3.76B =
65% MarginFIFA's projected net surplus from the 2026 World Cup is approximately $7.14 billion (revenue
$10.9B minus spending $3.76B) - a 65% margin. This surplus funds FIFA Forward 3.0 ($1.726B for 211
member associations), FIFA reserves ($2.5B target), future tournament preparation, technology investment
(VAR, semi-automated offside), and FIFA's expanding competition portfolio. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-
5-10%. 2%Administration Share - Just $86M Out of $3.76B Total BudgetAdministration and finance
accounts for just $86 million - 2% of the total $3.76B FIFA budget. This lean overhead reflects post-2015
governance reforms that reduced FIFA's administrative costs relative to event delivery. By comparison,
many international organizations spend 15-25% of their budgets on administration. FIFA's 2% admin ratio
demonstrates efficient allocation of resources to tournament delivery rather than overhead. Source: FIFA-

WTO March 2025. +-5-10%. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup 2026 Budget

FIFA's total investment budget is approximately $3.76 billion. Breakdown: operations $1.12B (30%),
prizes $1.02B (27%), team services $813M (22%), venues $421M (11%), communications $302M (8%),
administration $86M (2%). Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.

Operations at $1.12 billion (30%) is the largest segment - covering logistics, security, broadcast
production, volunteers, fan festivals, and IT for 104 matches across 16 venues in 3 countries. Source: FIFA-

WTO March 2025. +-5-10%.

Prize pool is $655 million (+50% vs Qatar 2022). Winner: $50M. Runner-up: $33M. 3rd: $29M. Group exit
minimum: $9M. Plus $355M Club Benefit Programme. Total team contribution: $727M. Source: FIFA official.
+-1%.

FIFA spends approximately $17 million per team on team services (accommodation, transport, training,
medical). This is $813M total across 48 teams. Each team gets a dedicated hotel, training pitch, and charter

flights. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-15-20%.

FIFA's projected net surplus is approximately $7.14 billion (revenue $10.9B minus spending $3.76B = 65%
margin). This funds development programmes ($1.726B for 211 member associations), reserves, and future

tournaments. Source: FIFA, Sports Value. +-5-10%.

The $3.76B budget is +34% vs Qatar 2022 ($2.8B) and +213% vs Germany 2006 ($1.2B). However, as a
% of revenue it's more efficient: 35% of revenue in 2026 vs 50% in 2006. FIFA generates more surplus per

dollar spent at every successive tournament. Source: FIFA Annual Reports. +-5-10%.

Venues and competition at $421 million (11%) covers converting 16 NFL/soccer stadiums into FIFA-
standard World Cup venues - temporary pitch installations, broadcast camera positions, VAR technology,
media facilities, team changing rooms, and fan zones. No new stadiums were built. Source: FIFA-WTO

March 2025. +-5-10%.

Administration at $86M (2%) reflects post-2015 governance reforms that minimised overhead. FIFA
prioritises directing funds to event delivery and development rather than internal administration. Most
international organizations spend 15-25% on admin by comparison. Source: FIFA-WTO March 2025. +-5-

10%.

Sources
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FIFA-WTO Socioeconomic Impact Analysis - March 2025 - Primary source for FIFA investment budget

($3.76B), segment breakdown, and expenditure categories. Joint FIFA-World Trade Organization study.

FIFA Publications - 2023-2026 Cycle Budget - Source for FIFA revenue streams, historical budget data,

and FIFA Forward development programme allocation ($1.726B). Official FIFA financial documents.

Sports Value - FIFA World Cup Revenue Analysis - Source for revenue projection ($10.9B) and net surplus

calculations. Independent sports economics analysis.

SalaryLeaks - World Cup 2026 Revenue and Distribution Breakdown - Secondary source for prize money

distribution details, Club Benefit Programme ($355M), and budget category verification.

FIFA budget figures from official revised 2023-2026 cycle budget. Operations sub-breakdown and team
services sub-breakdown are editorial estimates based on FIFA category descriptions. Prize money figures
are FIFA official confirmed amounts. Historical budget data from FIFA Annual Reports 2006-2025. +-5-10%

for budget figures, +-15-20% for sub-category estimates. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Highest-ranked men's national soccer teams
worldwide 2026

Updated May 24, 2026 - businesstats.com/world-ranking-of-national-soccer-teams

1,877 0.92 12/20

FRANCE #1 - 1,877.32 POINTS (UP 2 POINTS GAP #1 TO #2 - TIGHTEST EVER UEFA TEAMS IN TOP 20 - EUROPEAN
PLACES) DOMINANCE

16th 8th 18th

USA RANKING - HOST NATION POSITION MOROCCO - HIGHEST RANKED AFRICAN JAPAN - HIGHEST RANKED ASIAN TEAM
TEAM

Overview

Leading men's national soccer teams worldwide as of April 2026, by FIFA

ranking

The FIFA men's world ranking as of April 1, 2026 is led by France with 1,877.32 points. France rose two
places from the January 2026 update, overtaking both Spain and Argentina after back-to-back friendly
victories against Brazil and Colombia in early 2026, powered by Kylian Mbappe's continued dominance at

Real Madrid.

The top 3 battle is historically tight. Just 0.92 points separate France (#1, 1,877.32) from Spain (#2,
1,876.40), and only 2.51 points separate #1 from #3 Argentina (1,874.81). This is the closest top-3 margin in

the history of the current Elo-based ranking system introduced in August 2018.

Argentina held the #1 position from April 2023 (after winning the 2022 World Cup) until September 2025,
when Spain overtook them following their UEFA Euro 2024 triumph and strong Nations League campaign.
France then overtook Spain in the April 2026 update. The hosting cost history of World Cups these teams

compete in is in our World Cup hosting costs analysis.

The rankings carry practical significance beyond bragging rights. They determine World Cup seeding: the
top-ranked teams are placed in Pot 1 for the group draw, giving them theoretically easier group-stage

paths. France, Spain, Argentina, and England's top-4 positions mean they cannot be drawn into the same
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group at the 2026 World Cup.

Top 20 Ranking

France 1,877 to Denmark 1,621 - FIFA Men's Top 20 Ranking (April 2026)

FIFA men's world ranking top 20 as of April 12026 - points by team FIFA Men's World Ranking - Top 20
Teams (April 1, 2026, Points) France: 1,877. Spain: 1,876. Argentina: 1,875. England: 1,826. Portugal: 1,764.
Brazil: 1,761. Netherlands: 1,758. Morocco: 1,756. Belgium: 1,735. Germany: 1,730. Croatia: 1,717. ltaly: 1,700.
Colombia: 1,693. Senegal: 1,689. Mexico: 1,681. USA: 1,673. Uruguay: 1,673. Japan: 1,660. Switzerland:
1,649. Denmark: 1,621. Source: FIFA official April 1, 2026. 1,877France - #1

UEFA teams CONMEBOL teams CAF teams CONCACAF/AFC teams

England's 4th place (1,825.97) represents a significant gap of 49 points behind Argentina - meaning the top
3 are in a class of their own, with a clear "second tier" starting at England. Portugal (5th, 1,763.83) and

Brazil (6th, 1,761.16) are separated by just 2.67 points in another tight battle.

Morocco at 8th (1,755.87) is the highest-ranked African team and one of the most remarkable ranking
stories of recent years. Morocco's semi-final run at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar - where they became the
first African and first Arab nation to reach a World Cup semi-final - propelled them from outside the top 20

into the top 10, a position they have maintained.

Full Data Table

FIFA Men's World Ranking April 2026 - Complete Top 20 Data

FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking - Top 20 (Official Release April 1, 2026) Click column to sort

RANK =AY POINTS CONFEDERATION CHANGE WC 2026 STATUS
1 France 1,877.32 UEFA +2 Qualified
2 Spain 1,876.40 UEFA -1 Qualified
3 Argentina 1,874.81 CONMEBOL =1 Qualified
4 England 1,825.97 UEFA 0 Qualified
5 Portugal 1,763.83 UEFA +1 Qualified
6 Brazil 1,761.16 CONMEBOL +1 Qualified
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7 Netherlands 1,757.87 UEFA 0 Qualified

8 Morocco 1,755.87 CAF 0 Qualified

9 Belgium 1,734.71 UEFA 0 Qualified

10 Germany 1,730.37 UEFA 0 Qualified

1 Croatia 1,717.07 UEFA 0 Qualified

12 Italy 1,700.37 UEFA +1 Not qualified
13 Colombia 1,693.09 CONMEBOL +1 Qualified

14 Senegal 1,688.99 CAF +2 Qualified

15 Mexico 1,681.03 CONCACAF +1 Qualified (host)
16 United States 1,673.13 CONCACAF -1 Qualified (host)
17 Uruguay 1,673.07 CONMEBOL 0 Qualified

18 Japan 1,660.43 AFC +1 Qualified

19 Switzerland 1,649.40 UEFA +1 Qualified

20 Denmark 1,620.81 UEFA +1 Not qualified

Source: FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking, official release April 1, 2026. Change column shows position
movement since previous update (January 19, 2026). Points use Elo-based system adopted August 2018.
World Cup 2026 qualification status as of March 2026. Italy (12th) and Denmark (20th) are the highest-
ranked teams NOT qualified for 2026 World Cup.

Italy at 12th is the highest-ranked team that failed to qualify for the 2026 World Cup - eliminated in UEFA
qualification. This continues ltaly's post-2006 World Cup struggles: they also missed the 2018 World Cup

and barely qualified for 2022. Denmark at 20th is the second highest-ranked non-qualifier.

The USA (16th) and Mexico (15th) are separated by just 7.9 points - and only 0.06 points separate the USA
(1,673.13) from Uruguay (1,673.07) at 17th. A single friendly match result could swap their positions. The
social media statistics context for fan engagement with these ranked teams is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

Points Distribution
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Top 3 Within 2.51 Points, Then a 49-Point Gap - The Points Clustering
Pattern

FIFA ranking points gap between consecutive positions in the top 20 - April 2026 Points Gap Between
Consecutive FIFA Rankings - Top 20 (April 2026) Gap #1-#2: 0.92 pts. Gap #2-#3: 1.59 pts. Gap #3-#4:
48.84 pts (massive). Gap #4-#5: 62.14 pts. Gap #15-#16 (Mexico-USA): 7.90 pts. Gap #16-#17 (USA-
Uruguay): 0.06 pts. The top 3 are a cluster, then a significant drop to #4. Source: FIFA April 2026.

0.92France-Spain gap 48.84Argentina-England gap

The clustering pattern reveals natural tiers within the top 20. Tier 1 (1,874-1,877): France, Spain, Argentina.
Tier 2 (1,826): England alone. Tier 3 (1,730-1,764): Portugal through Germany. Tier 4 (1,617-1,717): Croatia

through Denmark. These tiers roughly predict World Cup performance expectations.

By Confederation

UEFA 12, CONMEBOL 4, CAF 2 - Confederation Representation in FIFA Top
20

FIFA top 20 teams by confederation April 2026 - number of teams per confederation FIFA Top 20 Teams
by Confederation (April 2026, Number of Teams) UEFA (Europe): 12 teams (60%). CONMEBOL (South
America): 4 teams (20%). CAF (Africa): 2 teams (10%). CONCACAF (N/C America): 1team (5%). AFC
(Asia): 1team (5%). OFC: 0 teams. Source: FIFA April 2026. 12UEFA dominates

UEFA's 12 of 20 representation (60%) reflects European football's structural advantages: the strongest
domestic leagues (Premier League, La Liga, Bundesliga, Serie A), the most competitive qualifying
tournament (UEFA Nations League), and the largest player development investment. The broader top 50

shows 26 UEFA teams - more than half of all positions.

CONMEBOL's 4 teams (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Uruguay) punch well above their weight relative to the
confederation's 10 member nations - 40% of CONMEBOL members are in the top 20. AFC (Asia) has only
Japan at 18th, though South Korea (21st-25th range) and Iran are close to breaking in. The global economy

context for these nations' football investment is in our global economy analysis.

Host Nations
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Mexico 15th, USA 16th, Canada 30th - World Cup 2026 Host Rankings

FIFA World Cup 2026 co-host nations ranking and points comparison April 2026 World Cup 2026 Host
Nations - FIFA Ranking and Points (April 2026) Mexico: #15 (1,681.03 pts). USA: #16 (1,673.13 pts). Canada:
#30 (~1,506 pts). Mexico and USA separated by just 7.9 points. All three qualify automatically as co-hosts.
Source: FIFA April 2026. #15Mexico - highest host

#15Mexico - 1,681.03 Points, Up 1 Place, Highest-Ranked CONCACAF TeamMexico is the highest-ranked
World Cup 2026 co-host and the highest-ranked CONCACAF team. Mexico has consistently been
CONCACAF's top-ranked team for decades. They open the tournament at Estadio Azteca on June 11 vs
South Africa. Source: FIFA April 2026. #16United States - 1,673.13 Points, Down 1, Primary Host (78 of 104
Matches)The USA dropped one position from 15th to 16th in the April update, swapping with Mexico. The
US hosts 78 of 104 matches including the final at MetLife Stadium. The USMNT opens vs Paraguay at SoFi
Stadium on June 12. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026.

Canada at approximately 30th (1,506 points) represents the lowest-ranked co-host in World Cup history.
However, Canada qualified for its first World Cup since 1986 at the 2022 edition and has invested heavily in

youth development through the Canadian Premier League, launched in 2019.

Historically, host nations tend to overperform their ranking at the World Cup. South Korea (ranked
approximately 40th in 2002) reached the semi-finals. Russia (ranked 70th in 2018) reached the quarter-
finals. The home-field advantage of fan support, no travel fatigue, and familiar conditions consistently

boosts host performance. The World Cup 2026 statistics are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

Biggest Movers

France +2, Senegal +2 Up - Spain -1, Argentina -1, USA -1 Down

FIFA ranking position changes in top 20 from January to April 2026 FIFA Top 20 Position Changes -
January to April 2026 Biggest climbers: France (+2, to #1), Senegal (+2, to #14). Up 1: Portugal, Brazil, Italy,
Colombia, Mexico, Japan, Switzerland, Denmark. Down 1: Spain (#2), Argentina (#3), USA (#16).
Unchanged: England, Netherlands, Morocco, Belgium, Germany, Croatia, Uruguay. Source: FIFA April 2026.

+2France - biggest climber -1Spain, Argentina dropped

France's rise to #1 was driven by back-to-back friendly victories against Brazil and Colombia in the March
2026 international window. The Elo system rewards wins against highly-ranked opponents - beating Brazil

(#6) and Colombia (#13) in consecutive matches generated significant points gain for France.
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Vietnam was the global biggest climber outside the top 20, rising 9 positions to 99th. Senegal's +2 rise to
14th reflects their strong 2025 AFCON campaign and consistent African qualifying results. The daily social

media usage context for fans tracking these rankings is in our daily social media usage worldwide analysis.

Historical #1 Teams

8 Teams Have Held #1 - Brazil the Longest, France the Current Leader

Teams That Have Held FIFA #1 Ranking (Since December 1992)

TIME AT #1 LAST AT #1 CURRENT RANK
Brazil Longest total 2017 #6
Spain 2008-2013 era Sep 2025 #2
Argentina 2023-2025 Sep 2025 #3
Germany 2014-2017 era 2017 #10
France Current #1 Apr 2026 #1
Belgium 2018-2022 2022 #9
Italy 1993 era 1993 #12
Netherlands 2011 briefly 20M #7

Only 8 teams in 34 years of FIFA rankings have reached #1 - reflecting the concentration of football power
among a small group of elite national programmes. All 8 have been European or South American (6 UEFA +

2 CONMEBOL). No African, Asian, or North American team has ever held the #1 ranking.

Belgium's time at #1 (2018-2022) was considered one of the most controversial ranking periods, as many
analysts felt Belgium's "golden generation" (Hazard, De Bruyne, Lukaku) never won a major tournament
despite holding the top ranking for years. Argentina's rise to #1 after winning the 2022 World Cup was seen
as a more deserved tenure. The biggest social media platforms where fans debate rankings are in our

biggest social media platforms analysis.

FIFA ranking top 20 average points by confederation April 2026 Average FIFA Points by Confederation in
Top 20 (April 2026) UEFA avg (12 teams): 1,737. CONMEBOL avg (4 teams): 1,750. CAF avg (2 teams):
1,722. CONCACAF avg (2 teams): 1,677. AFC avg (1team): 1,660. CONMEBOL has the highest per-team

average despite fewer teams. Source: Calculated from FIFA April 2026. 1,750CONMEBOL avg - highest
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CONMEBOL has the highest average points per team in the top 20 (1,750) despite having fewer teams than
UEFA (1,737). This reflects the extreme quality concentration in South American football - Argentina (#3),
Brazil (#6), Colombia (#13), and Uruguay (#17) are all elite-level programmes with deep football traditions.
The NFL statistics context for comparing US sports ranking systems is in our NFL statistics and facts

analysis.

The Elo-based system adopted in August 2018 has been broadly praised for producing more accurate
rankings than the previous methodology. Under the old system, host nations' rankings would plummet
before home tournaments because they played only friendlies (low-value matches). The 2018 reform
weights match importance more carefully, allowing friendlies against top opponents to still generate

meaningful points.

The next FIFA ranking update is scheduled for June 9, 2026 - just two days before the World Cup kicks off.
This final pre-tournament update will incorporate any March-June friendly results and could shuffle the top
positions further, particularly if France, Spain, or Argentina lose pre-tournament warm-up matches. The
social media ad spend context for brands targeting fans of these top-ranked nations is in our social media

ad spend worldwide analysis.

World Cup Implications

Rankings Determine World Cup Seeding - Why Position Matters for 2026

World Cup 2026 seeding pot allocation based on FIFA ranking April 2026 World Cup 2026 Seeding Pot
Allocation (Based on FIFA Ranking) Pot 1 (top seeds): France, Spain, Argentina, England, Portugal, Brazil,
Netherlands, Morocco, Belgium, Germany, Croatia, + hosts. Pot 2: Italy (not qualified), Colombia, Senegal,
Mexico, USA, Uruguay, Japan, Switzerland, Denmark (not qualified). Rankings determine which groups

teams are placed in. Source: FIFA seeding rules. Pot 1Top 12 + hosts

The FIFA ranking directly determines World Cup seeding. Top 12 ranked teams (plus hosts) go into Pot 1,
getting theoretically easier groups. France, Spain, Argentina, and England cannot face each other in the

group stage due to their top-4 positions.
Ranking vs World Cup Performance - Does #1 Actually Win?

YEAR #1 RANKED TEAM WC FINISH WINNER WINNER RANK

2022 Brazil Quarter-final Argentina #3
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2018 Germany Group stage exit! France #7
2014 Spain Group stage exit! Germany #2
2010 Brazil Quarter-final Spain #2
2006 Brazil Quarter-final Italy #13

Key finding: The #1 ranked team has NOT won any of the last 5 World Cups. Being #1 may actually be a

curse.

The June 9 ranking update - two days before kickoff - will be the final pre-tournament ranking. If France

loses a warm-up match, Spain or Argentina could reclaim #1 before the tournament begins.

Ranking Methodology

Elo System Explained - How FIFA Calculates Points Since August 2018

FIFA Elo Rating System - Match Importance Weights

MATCH TYPE WEIGHT EXAMPLE

Friendly 10 France vs Brazil (March 2026)
Nations League group 15 UEFA Nations League
WC/Continental qualifier 25 UEFA WC qualifying
Continental final (group) 35-40 Euro/Copa group stage

World Cup (group) 50 WC 2026 group stage

World Cup (knockout) 60 WC 2026 QF/SF/Final

The formula rewards upsets heavily - a low-ranked team beating a top team gains far more points than
expected. France gained significant points by beating #6 Brazil and #13 Colombia in March 2026. Negative
points cannot be earned in World Cup knockout stages. The World Cup host cities are in our World Cup

2026 host cities analysis.

Notable Absences
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Italy 12th, Denmark 20th - Top-Ranked Teams Missing the 2026 World Cup

#12 ltalyHighest-Ranked Absentee - 1,700.37 Points But Failed UEFA Qualifyingltaly missed the 2018 WC,
barely qualified for 2022, and now misses 2026. Transitional period since winning Euro 2020. The ranking
reflects cumulative history, not current form. #20 DenmarkSecond Highest Absentee - Euro 2020 Semi-
Finalists Out of 2026Consistently top-20 for years but fell short in a tough UEFA qualifying group. Elo

system keeps them ranked high despite declining competitive results.

Meanwhile, several lower-ranked teams DID qualify: Cape Verde (~70th), Curacao (~100th), and New
Zealand (~100th) all earned spots in the expanded 48-team format. The expansion creates opportunities

for smaller nations that the ranking system rates as weaker.

Regional Analysis

Europe Dominates, But Africa and Asia Are Closing the Gap

FIFA top 50 teams by confederation April 2026 FIFA Top 50 by Confederation (April 2026) UEFA: 26.
CONMEBOL: 8. CAF: 7. CONCACAF: 5. AFC: 4. 26UEFA

Morocco's rise to 8th is emblematic of African football's growth. Ten years ago, no African team was in the
FIFA top 10. Morocco's investment in the Mohamed VI Football Academy - one of the largest in Africa - has
produced a generation of elite players competing in top European leagues (Hakimi at PSG, Amrabat

formerly at Man United, En-Nesyri at Roma).

Japan's position at 18th reflects Asia's growing competitiveness. Japan was the first non-host team
globally to qualify for the 2026 World Cup, winning their AFC qualifying group with a 100% record.
Japanese players are now regular starters at Europe's biggest clubs (Mitoma at Brighton, Kubo at Real
Sociedad, Kamada previously at Lazio), reflecting a development model that emphasises technical skill and

overseas experience.

CONCACAF's representation through Mexico (15th) and USA (16th) reflects the growing investment in
North American football. MLS now operates 30 teams with annual spending exceeding $1 billion. Liga MX
remains one of the most commercially successful domestic leagues outside Europe. Both nations benefit
from proximity to the 2026 World Cup, with home advantage likely to boost their on-field performance

beyond what their rankings would predict.

The expansion to 48 teams for the 2026 World Cup has guaranteed greater representation for traditionally

underrepresented confederations. CAF goes from 5 to 10 spots. AFC from 4.5 to 9 spots. CONCACAF from
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3.5 to 6 spots. This expansion means more lower-ranked teams participate, but also provides these nations
with invaluable World Cup experience that can boost their long-term rankings trajectory. The social media
statistics context for how fans across these regions follow football online is in our social media statistics

and facts analysis.

The 2026 World Cup could significantly reshuffle the rankings. Strong performances from lower-ranked
teams (as Morocco demonstrated in 2022, jumping from outside the top 20 to 8th) could reshape the global
order. Conversely, early exits from top-5 teams could see significant point losses, as the World Cup carries
the highest match importance multiplier in the Elo system. The next post-tournament ranking update

(tentatively July 2026) could look dramatically different from the current April snapshot.

Rankings also drive commercial value. France at #1 means their World Cup matches get prime-time slots in
the largest stadiums. A France match at MetLife (82,500) generates approximately $15-20 million more in

matchday revenue than a lower-ranked matchup at a smaller venue.

The 2026 World Cup could produce the most significant ranking reshuffle in history. With 48 teams (up
from 32) and 104 matches (up from 64), more high-stakes matches generate more points movement.
Morocco jumped from outside the top 20 to 8th after their 2022 semi-final run. A similar surprise

performance by an underdog could reshape the entire top 10.

For the first time, OFC (Oceania) has a guaranteed World Cup spot. New Zealand (ranked approximately
100th) qualified automatically, meaning the gap between the highest and lowest-ranked teams at the 2026
World Cup spans approximately 80+ ranking positions. This massive range is unprecedented and reflects
the 48-team expansion's goal of broadening global football participation beyond the traditional European
and South American powerhouses that have historically dominated both the rankings and the tournament

itself.

MLS now operates 30 teams with annual spending exceeding $1 billion. Liga MX remains one of the most
commercially successful domestic leagues outside Europe. Both Mexico and USA benefit from home
advantage at the 2026 World Cup, likely boosting on-field performance beyond what their 15th/16th

rankings would predict. South Korea reached the 2002 semi-finals ranked approximately 40th as co-hosts.

The 2026 World Cup could produce the most significant ranking reshuffle in history. With 104 matches at
the highest importance weight, the total points movement will be unprecedented. Morocco jumped from
outside the top 20 to 8th after just 7 matches in 2022. With 48 teams playing up to 8 matches each, the

July 2026 post-tournament ranking could look dramatically different.
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Key Statistics

FIFA Men's World Ranking April 2026 - Key Statistics

#1 France1,877.32 Points - Rose 2 Places After Beating Brazil and Colombia in March 2026France overtook
Spain and Argentina to claim #1in the April 2026 update. Powered by Kylian Mbappe at Real Madrid and a
strong supporting cast, France was the second-fastest UEFA team to qualify for the 2026 World Cup. The
gap to #2 Spain is just 0.92 points - the tightest #1-#2 margin under the current Elo system. Source: FIFA
official April 1, 2026. 0.92 ptsGap Between #1 France and #2 Spain - Tightest in Elo-Era HistoryThe 0.92-
point gap between France (1,877.32) and Spain (1,876.40) is the smallest margin between #1 and #2 since
the Elo system was adopted in August 2018. The top 3 gap is just 2.51 points (France-Argentina). For
context, the gap between #3 and #4 is 48.84 points - nearly 20x larger. A single match result could swap
all three positions. Source: FIFA official April 1, 2026. 12 of 20UEFA Teams in Top 20 - 60% European
Dominance in World FootballUEFA (Europe) accounts for 12 of the top 20 teams (60%), reflecting the
continent's dominant domestic leagues, club infrastructure, and competitive international tournament
calendar. In the broader top 50, UEFA has 26 teams (52%). CONMEBOL (4 teams, 20%) is second. CAF
has 2 (Morocco 8th, Senegal 14th). CONCACAF has 2 (Mexico 15th, USA 16th). AFC has 1 (Japan 18th).
Source: FIFA April 2026. #12 ItalyHighest-Ranked Team NOT at 2026 World Cup - Failed UEFA
Qualificationltaly at 12th (1,700.37 points) is the highest-ranked team that failed to qualify for the 2026
World Cup - eliminated in UEFA qualification. This continues Italy's post-2006 struggles: they missed the
2018 World Cup entirely and barely qualified for 2022. Denmark at 20th is the second-highest non-
qualifier. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026. #8 MoroccoHighest African Team - Rose from Outside Top 20
After 2022 WC Semi-Final RunMorocco at 8th (1,755.87) is the highest-ranked African team and one of
football's great rise stories. Before the 2022 World Cup, Morocco was ranked outside the top 20. Their
historic semi-final run (first African/Arab team to reach a WC semi-final) propelled them into the top 10,
where they have remained. Senegal at 14th is Africa's second representative. Source: FIFA April 2026.
HaalandErling Haaland - UEFA Qualifying Top Scorer with 16 Goals Despite Norway Not QualifyingErling
Haaland scored 16 goals in UEFA World Cup qualification - the most of any European player - but Norway
failed to qualify for the 2026 World Cup. Norway is ranked approximately 55th, well outside the top 20.
Haaland's individual brilliance was not enough to carry a weaker supporting cast through the competitive

European qualifying process. Source: UEFA, Wikipedia. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA Men's World Ranking 2026

France is #1 with 1,877.32 points as of April 1, 2026. France rose 2 places after beating Brazil and

Colombia. Spain is #2 (1,876.40) and Argentina #3 (1,874.81). Source: FIFA official.

The USA is ranked 16th (1,673.13 points), down 1from January 2026. Mexico is 15th (1,681.03). Canada is
approximately 30th. All three co-host the 2026 World Cup. Source: FIFA, ESPN April 2026.

FIFA uses an Elo-based rating system (adopted August 2018). Points depend on: match result
(win/draw/loss), match importance (friendly vs qualifier vs World Cup), opponent strength, and

confederation weighting. The system replaced the previous averaging methodology. Source: FIFA official.

Morocco at #8 (1,755.87 points) is the highest-ranked African team. Senegal is #14 (1,688.99). Both
qualified for the 2026 World Cup. Morocco's ranking reflects their 2022 World Cup semi-final run. Source:
FIFA April 2026.

Japan at #18 (1,660.43 points) is the highest-ranked Asian team. Japan was the first non-host team to
qualify for the 2026 World Cup globally. South Korea and Iran are in the 21-30 range. Source: FIFA April
2026.

Italy was eliminated in UEFA qualifying despite their high ranking. FIFA ranking is based on cumulative
results over time, but qualification is based on specific tournament outcomes. ltaly also missed the 2018

World Cup. Rankings and qualifying performance don't always align. Source: FIFA, ESPN.

The next update is June 9, 2026 - two days before the World Cup kicks off on June 11. This final pre-
tournament update will incorporate March-June friendly results and determine final World Cup seeding.

Source: FIFA official.

Only 8 teams have held #1 since 1992: Brazil (longest total), Spain, Argentina, Germany, France (current),
Belgium, Italy, and Netherlands. All are European or South American. No African, Asian, or North American

team has ever been #1. Source: FIFA, Wikipedia.
Sources

FIFA.com - Official FIFA/Coca-Cola Men's World Ranking - Primary source for all ranking data. Official

release April 1, 2026. Uses Elo-based rating system adopted August 2018.

ESPN - FIFA Men's Top 50 World Rankings April 2026 - Source for top 50 ranking data, position changes,

and editorial analysis of ranking movements.
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Wikipedia - FIFA Men's World Ranking - Source for historical #1 teams, ranking methodology details, and

Elo system explanation.

FIFA World Cup News - April 2026 Rankings Update - Source for detailed team analysis, France squad

composition, and biggest global climbers.

Rankings from FIFA official release April 1, 2026. Previous update: January 19, 2026. Next update: June 9,
2026. Points use Elo-based system. Change column shows movement between January and April updates.
World Cup 2026 qualification status as of March 2026. Rankings cover all 211 FIFA member nations. Not

investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

What Every World Cup Champion Earned, 2010
to 2026

Updated Oct 18, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-winners-prize-money

S$50M $33M $17M

SPAIN, 2026 CHAMPION ARGENTINA, RUNNER UP VALUE OF WINNING THE FINAL

7.6% $50.5M SSOM

CHAMPION SHARE OF $655M FRANCE 2018 IN JULY 2026 DOLLARS SPAIN, TWO TITLES COMBINED

Spain 2026 Payday

Spain and the record 50 million dollar champion prize

The 2026 World Cup, the first played by 48 teams and staged across Canada, Mexico and the United
States, ended at the New York New Jersey Stadium in East Rutherford on 19 July 2026. The final against
Argentina, the holders, was goalless after 90 minutes. Ferran Torres scored in the 106th minute and Spain
held on to win 1to O, collecting the second world title in the history of the country. FIFA confirmed the

result and the tournament awards in its report on the final.

The money attached to that result had been fixed seven months earlier. On 17 December 2025 the FIFA
Council approved a total financial contribution of 727 million dollars for the tournament, including 655
million dollars of prize money for the 48 teams. The champion was allotted 50 million dollars, the runner up
33 million, the third placed team 29 million and the fourth placed team 27 million. Every qualified team also
received 1.5 million dollars for preparation costs, paid separately from the prize money. Including that

payment, the Spanish federation therefore received 51.5 million dollars from FIFA for its participation.

This page looks only at the winners: what each men World Cup champion received, how that compares
with the runner up and with the rest of the field, and what the numbers look like once inflation is taken into
account. The complete 2026 distribution by stage for all 48 teams is set out in our separate report on FIFA
World Cup prize money and contributions, and the wider tournament story in our 2026 FIFA World Cup

statistics.
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$50MChampion prize, 2026Paid to the Spanish federation (RFEF).+19%Rise on the 2022 champion
prizeFrom 42 million to 50 million dollars.8Matches played by the championOne more than in the 32 team

format.$6.25MChampion prize per match50 million dollars over eight matches. Champions Ledger

Every confirmed World Cup champion prize, 2010 to 2026

The table below brings together the five editions for which the champion prize, the runner up prize and the
total team prize fund can all be traced to FIFA decisions. It shows the host, the champion and the final
result, the amount the winning federation received, the size of the fund it came from, the share of that fund

taken by the champion, and the amount paid to the beaten finalist.

CHAMPION CHAMPION RUNNER UP

CHAMPION FINAL
PRIZE SHARE PRIZE

2010  South Africa  Spain TtoOv $30M $348M 8.6% $24M $6M
Netherlands (Netherlands)
(aet)
2014  Brazil Germany Tto0v $35M $358M 9.8% $25M $10M
Argentina (aet) (Argentina)
2018  Russia France 4 to 2 v Croatia $38M $400M 9.5% $28M $10M
(Croatia)
2022  Qatar Argentina 3to 3 v France, $42M $440M 9.5% $30M (France) $12M
4t02o0n
penalties
2026 Canada, Spain Tto0v $50M $655M 7.6% $33M $17M
Mexico, Argentina (aet) (Argentina)
United
States

Three patterns stand out. First, the champion prize has risen at every one of these tournaments, but by
uneven steps: 5 million dollars in 2014, 3 million in 2018, 4 million in 2022 and 8 million in 2026. Second, the
fund around it has grown faster, especially in 2026, when the field expanded from 32 to 48 teams. Third,

the reward for winning the final, rather than losing it, has almost tripled, from 6 million to 17 million dollars.
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The fund column counts prize money paid to the teams only. FIFA also pays preparation money to each
federation (1 million dollars per team in 2010 and 1.5 million from 2014 onward) and, since 2010,
compensation to the clubs that release players. Those payments are not prize money and are not included
in the shares above. How the full Qatar 2022 pot was divided between all 32 teams is covered in our Qatar

2022 prize money distribution.

Why the Table Starts in 2010

What happened to champion prizes before 2010

Many lists of World Cup prize money go back to Italy in 1982, usually with a champion figure of about 2.2
million dollars, followed by a steady climb through the 1980s and 1990s. We checked those early numbers
against FIFA publications and against reports written at the time of each tournament. We could not trace
any of the champion amounts for 1982 to 2006 to a FIFA document or to a contemporary report, and the

figures that circulate differ from one compilation to another. They are therefore not included here.

The most reliable early reference is a total rather than a champion prize. When FIFA set the 2010 prize
money in December 2009, contemporary Associated Press reports stated that FIFA had paid out 332
million Swiss francs for the 2006 tournament in Germany, then about 261.4 million dollars. That sum was
paid in francs and covered more than prize money for teams, so it cannot be compared directly with the

dollar figures in our ledger. For 2006 and earlier, no verified champion figure exists in dollars.
How we treated the early years
e Champion prizes for 1982 to 2006 that could not be matched to FIFA or contemporary reporting are left
out rather than estimated.
e The 2006 payout is cited only as a reported total (332 million Swiss francs), not as a champion prize.

e From 2010 onward FIFA set prize money in US dollars and announced the amount for each finishing

position, which makes like for like comparison possible.

e For the 2010 tournament some December 2009 reports quoted 31 million dollars for the winner; that
figure most likely combined the prize with the 1 million dollar preparation payment. The prize money

itself was 30 million dollars.

The year 2010 is also a natural break for another reason. From that tournament on, FIFA also set aside
money for the clubs that released players (40 million dollars in 2010, according to contemporary reports),

which is why reported totals such as 420 million dollars for 2010 are larger than the prize money alone. For
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the clean prize money series used here, the 2010 team fund was 348 million dollars. Our page on the World

Cup prize pot over time follows the total fund in more detail.

Champion Prize Trend

From 30 million to 50 million dollars in five tournaments

Plotted on its own, the champion prize looks like a straight upward line. Between 2010 and 2026 it rose by
20 million dollars, or 66.7 percent. The step to 2026 was the largest of the period in both dollars and
percentage terms, an increase of 8 million dollars or 19.0 percent on the 42 million paid to Argentina in

Qatar.

World Cup Champion Prize Money by Edition, 2010 to 2026 (US$ million)Prize money paid by FIFA to the

national association of the winning team.
Data:

FIFA prize money decisions for 2010, 2014, 2018 (FIFA Council, October 2017), 2022 and 2026 (FIFA

Council, December 2025).
Note:

nominal US dollars; preparation payments of 1 million (2010) and 1.5 million dollars (2014 to 2026) not

included. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Up at every edition: the champion prize has grown from 30 million dollars in 2010 to 50 million in 2026,

with the biggest single step in the 48 team format.

The growth rates per edition were 16.7 percent (2010 to 2014), 8.6 percent (2014 to 2018), 10.5 percent
(2018 to 2022) and 19.0 percent (2022 to 2026). The slow middle period matters later, when inflation is
added: in the four years to 2022, US consumer prices rose faster than the champion prize. FIFA pays these
sums out of the income it earns from each four year cycle, chiefly broadcast and marketing rights; our

reports on FIFA revenue and FIFA television rights income show the funding side of the equation.

PERIOD CHAMPION PRIZE CHANGE IN US$ CHANGE IN % TEAM FUND CHANGE IN %
2010 to 2014 $30M to $35M +$5M +16.7% +2.9%
2014 to 2018 $35M to $38M +$3M +8.6% +11.7%
2018 to 2022 $38M to $42M +$4M +10.5% +10.0%
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2022 to 2026 $42M to $50M +$8M +19.0% +48.9%

2010 to 2026 $30M to $50M +$20M +66.7% +88.2%

Share of the Fund

A record cheque, but a smaller slice of the fund

A better test of how FIFA values the title is the share of the team prize fund that goes to the winner. That
share rose from 8.6 percent in 2010 to 9.8 percent in 2014, when the champion prize jumped while the
overall fund barely moved, and then held at about 9.5 percent in 2018 and 2022. In 2026 it fell to 7.6

percent, the lowest of the five editions.

Champion Share of the World Cup Team Prize Fund, 2010 to 2026 (%)Champion prize divided by total prize

money paid to all teams.

Data:

FIFA. Team funds: 348 (2010), 358 (2014), 400 (2018), 440 (2022) and 655 million dollars (2026).
Note:

shares are BusinessStats calculations and exclude preparation and club payments. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

The winner slice shrank in 2026: 16 extra teams took most of the new money, so the champion share

dropped from 9.5 to 7.6 percent.

The reason is the format. Adding 16 teams and a round of 32 created 16 more paid places, and FIFA chose
to fund them generously: every team eliminated in the group stage in 2026 received 9 million dollars, the
same as in 2022, and the 16 teams that lost in the round of 32 received 11 million each. Most of the extra

215 million dollars in the fund went to those new places rather than to the top of the table.

How the 2026 Team Prize Fund Divides: Finalists vs the Rest (US$ million)Share of the 655 million dollar

prize fund paid to the two finalists.
Data:
FIFA Council decision of 17 December 2025.

Note:
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the other 46 teams figure is the fund less the two finalist payments; the full stage by stage split is in our

2026 prize money report. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Finalists took 12.7 percent: Spain and Argentina together received 83 million dollars of the 655 million

dollar fund.

Put another way, the two finalists in 2026 shared 83 million dollars, or 12.7 percent of the fund. In 2022 the
two finalists, Argentina and France, shared 72 million dollars, or 16.4 percent. The 48 team World Cup is
more generous to the whole field and relatively less generous to the teams that go deepest. The amounts

for each of the other stages are in our main World Cup prize money report.

Price of the Final

The price of the final: what winning is worth over losing

Every finalist is guaranteed the runner up prize. The real stake on the day of the final is therefore the
difference between the two amounts, which we call the price of the final. In 2010 Spain received 6 million
dollars more than the Netherlands. In 2014 and 2018 the gap was 10 million dollars, in 2022 it was 12 million,

and in 2026 it reached 17 million dollars, the largest difference FIFA has set between the two finalists.

World Cup Champion vs Runner Up Prize Money, 2010 to 2026 (US$ million)The gap between the bars is

the value of winning the final.
Data:

FIFA. Runners up: Netherlands (2010), Argentina (2014), Croatia (2018), France (2022), Argentina (2026).

Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

The final got more expensive to lose: the gap rose from 6 million dollars in 2010 to 17 million in 2026, while

the runner up prize grew only 9 million dollars.

The runner up prize has grown far more slowly than the champion prize. It rose by 9 million dollars between
2010 and 2026, or 37.5 percent, against 20 million dollars, or 66.7 percent, for the winner. The ratio
between the two has climbed from 1.25 in 2010 to 1.52 in 2026, so the 2026 champion received about one

and a half times the amount paid to the beaten finalist.

Argentina is the only team to have been on both sides of this calculation in the period. It lost the 2014 final
to Germany after extra time and received 25 million dollars, won the 2022 final on penalties and received

42 million, and lost the 2026 final to Spain after extra time and received 33 million. Its defeat in 2026 cost it
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17 million dollars compared with winning; its defeat in 2014 cost it 10 million.

YEAR WINNER LOSER GAP (US$) WINNER / LOSER RATIO WENT TO EXTRA TIME
2010 Spain $30M Netherlands $24M $6M 1.25 Yes

2014 Germany $35M Argentina $25M $10M 1.40 Yes

2018 France $38M Croatia $28M $10M 1.36 No

2022 Argentina $42M France $30M $12M 1.40 Yes, then penalties
2026  Spain $50M Argentina $33M $17M 1.52 Yes

Four of the five finals since 2010 went beyond 90 minutes, which means the 6 to 17 million dollar difference
was often settled in the last half hour. In 2010, 2014 and 2026 a single goal in extra time decided it. A

record of every final team and its overall results is kept in our all time World Cup standings table.

Inflation Check

Is 50 million dollars really a record? The inflation check

Nominal dollars flatter any long series. To compare champions fairly we converted each prize into July
2026 dollars, the month of the 2026 final, using the US consumer price index for all urban consumers (CPI-
U) published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Each prize was multiplied by the July 2026 index (333.918)
and divided by the annual average index for the tournament year: 218.056 for 2010, 236.736 for 2014,

251.107 for 2018 and 292.655 for 2022. These are our calculations, not FIFA figures.

Champion Prize Money in Nominal and July 2026 Dollars, 2010 to 2026 (US$ million)Adjusted with the US

consumer price index (CPI-U), base July 2026.

Data:

FIFA prize money; US Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI-U, U.S. city average, all items.
Note:

inflation adjusted values are BusinessStats calculations; 2026 is the base and is not adjusted. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

A nominal record, a real tie: in July 2026 dollars the 2018 France prize (50.5 million) slightly exceeds the

50 million paid to Spain.
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The result changes the story. In real terms the champion prize has been almost flat since 2014: about 49.4
million dollars for Germany, 50.5 million for France, 47.9 million for Argentina and 50.0 million for Spain.
The 2022 prize was the low point after 2010, because US prices rose by about 16.5 percent between the
2018 and 2022 annual averages while the champion prize rose by 10.5 percent. The 2026 increase mostly

restored that lost ground.

Only the comparison with 2010 shows real growth. Spain received 30 million dollars in 2010, worth about
45.9 million in July 2026 money, so its 2026 prize was about 8.8 percent higher in real terms than its first.
Over the same 16 years the nominal prize rose 66.7 percent. Recent US price trends are tracked in our data

on the monthly US inflation rate.

YEAR  CPI-U BASE CHAMPION NOMINAL CHAMPION REAL RUNNER UP NOMINAL RUNNER UP REAL
2010 218.056 $30M $45.9M $24M $36.8M
2014 236.736 $35M $49.4M $25M $35.3M
2018 251.107 $38M $50.5M $28M $37.2M
2022 292.655 $42M $47.9M $30M $34.2M
2026 333.918 (July) $50M $50.0M $33M $33.0M

The runner up column is even more striking. Measured in July 2026 dollars, Argentina received less for
reaching the 2026 final (33 million) than any beaten finalist since 2010. Croatia, the 2018 runner up,
received the equivalent of 37.2 million dollars. In real terms FIFA has kept the reward for winning roughly

stable and allowed the reward for losing the final to shrink.

One caveat applies. FIFA pays in US dollars, but federations spend in their own currencies, so the real
value of a prize to the Spanish or Argentine federation also depends on exchange rates and on inflation at
home. The CPI-U adjustment answers a narrower question: what each prize would buy in US dollar terms

today. Price trends in Spain are covered separately in our inflation in Spain data.

Champion vs the Field

How much more the champion earns than everyone else

Another way to read the champion prize is against what the weakest and the average team receive. In 2010
the winner earned 3.75 times the prize paid to a team knocked out in the group stage. By 2026 that multiple

had risen to 5.56, because the group stage payment stayed at 9 million dollars while the champion prize
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rose to 50 million. The champion has pulled away from the bottom of the table even as its share of the total

fell.

GROUP STAGE EXIT CHAMPION / GROUP AVERAGE PRIZE PER CHAMPION /
PRIZE EXIT TEAM AVERAGE

2010 32 $8M 3.75x $10.9M 2.76x

2014 32 $8M 4.38x $11.2M 3.13x

2018 32 $8M 4.75x $12.5M 3.04x

2022 32 $9M 4.67x $13.75M 3.05x

2026 48 $9M 5.56x $13.6M 3.66x

The average column reveals a quieter detail of the 2026 expansion. Because the fund grew by 48.9
percent while the number of teams grew by 50 percent, the average prize per team actually slipped, from
13.75 million dollars in 2022 to about 13.6 million in 2026. The champion, at 3.66 times the average, stands

further above a typical participant than in any of the earlier editions.

Per match, the picture is more modest. The 2026 champion had to play eight matches instead of seven, so
its prize works out at 6.25 million dollars per match, against 6.0 million for Argentina in 2022, 5.4 million for
France in 2018, 5.0 million for Germany in 2014 and 4.3 million for Spain in 2010. Measured that way, the

2026 increase over 2022 was about 4 percent, not 19 percent.

5.56xChampion vs group stage exit2026, up from 3.75x in 2010.3.66xChampion vs average team2026, the
highest multiple since 2010.$13.6MAverage prize per team, 2026Slightly below 13.75 million in

2022.+4%Champion prize per match2026 vs 2022, eight matches vs seven. Money by Nation

Champion prize money by nation since 2010

Adding up the champion prizes by nation produces a short list, because only four countries have won the
World Cup since 2010. Spain leads with 80 million dollars from two titles, 30 million in 2010 and 50 million in
2026. Argentina follows with 42 million from 2022, France with 38 million from 2018 and Germany with 35

million from 2014.

World Cup Champion Prize Money Won by Nation, 2010 to 2026 (US$ million)Sum of champion prizes only;

runner up and other placings excluded.

Data:
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FIFA.
Note:

covers the five editions with verified dollar figures; earlier titles are excluded because their prize amounts

could not be verified. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Spain leads with two titles: its 80 million dollars from 2010 and 2026 is almost double the 42 million of

Argentina.

Counting the runner up prize as well changes the order. Argentina has reached three of the last five finals
and has earned 100 million dollars from them: 25 million in 2014, 42 million in 2022 and 33 million in 2026.

Spain has 80 million from two finals, both won, and France 68 million from its title in 2018 and its defeat in

2022.
NATION FINALS WON CHAMPION PRIZES RUNNER UP PRIZES TOTAL FROM FINALS
Argentina 3 (2014, 2022, 2026) 1 $42M $58M $100M
Spain 2 (2010, 2026) 2 $80M $0 $80M
France 2 (2018, 2022) 1 $38M $30M $68M
Germany 1(2014) 1 $35M $0 $35M
Croatia 1(2018) 0 $0 $28M $28M
Netherlands 1(2010) 0 $0 $24M $24M

Across the five finals, FIFA paid 195 million dollars to champions and 140 million dollars to runners up, a
total of 335 million dollars to the ten finalists. These figures cover only the prize money of the final two
places; each nation also earned money in the World Cups it did not reach the final. The full list of titles

since 1930, including the earlier champions missing from our money table, is in our count of World Cup

titles won by country.

Spain: 2010 and 2026

What the 2026 title means for Spain

Spain is the only nation to appear twice in the champion column of our ledger, and the two titles are
separated by 16 years and 20 million dollars. In 2010 the Spanish federation received 30 million dollars from

a team fund of 348 million, 8.6 percent of the pot. In 2026 it received 50 million from a fund of 655 million,
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7.6 percent of the pot. Both finals were won 1to 0 after extra time, by Andres Iniesta in Johannesburg in

2010 and by Ferran Torres in East Rutherford in 2026.

MEASURE 2010 (SOUTH AFRICA) 2026 (CANADA, MEXICO, US)
Champion prize $30M $50M

Preparation payment $1M $1.5M

Total received from FIFA (prize plus preparation) $31M $51.5M

Team prize fund $348M $655M

Champion share of fund 8.6% 7.6%

Runner up and gap Netherlands, $24M; gap $6M Argentina, $33M; gap $17M
Matches played 7 8

Prize in July 2026 dollars $45.9M $50.0M

The title also completes a run of Spanish world championships at senior level. Spain won the 2023 World
Cup for women, for which FIFA paid the champion federation 4.29 million dollars plus 270,000 dollars to
each squad player under its new payment model, a fraction of the men prize even after the player
payments are added. The gap between the two tournaments is analysed in our report on Women World

Cup prize money.

How much of the 50 million dollars reaches the Spanish players is a matter for the Royal Spanish Football
Federation (RFEF) and the squad. Spanish media reported bonus figures per player during the tournament,
but the numbers quoted differed between reports and we found no RFEF statement confirming them, so

they are not included here. The same applies to bonuses reported for the 2010 squad.

Where the Money Goes

Who actually receives the champion prize

FIFA pays World Cup prize money to the member association, not to players, coaches or clubs. The
federation decides how much is passed on to the squad as bonuses, how much goes to staff and how
much is kept for its own budget, which often includes youth and women football. Arrangements vary
widely: some federations agree a fixed bonus per player before the tournament, others share a percentage

of the FIFA prize.
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Money flows around a World Cup title

Prize money: paid by FIFA to the national association according to the final placing, 50 million dollars for

the 2026 champion.

Preparation payment: a flat sum for every qualified team, 1.5 million dollars in 2026, paid before the

tournament.

Club payments: FIFA separately compensates the clubs that release players for the tournament; this

money does not pass through the champion federation.

Player bonuses: set by each federation and its players; FIFA does not publish them.

Commercial income: sponsorship bonuses and match fees agreed by each federation are separate from

FIFA prize money and are not covered here.

The prize money comes from the central budget of FIFA, which relies mainly on the World Cup itself. Our
reports on FIFA net income and on FIFA as an organisation show how the governing body earns and
spends across each four year cycle. Club level competitions, which have their own prize structures, are

tracked in our record of Club World Cup title winners.

The Next Champion

What the next World Cup champion could earn

FIFA has not yet announced prize money for the 2030 World Cup, which will be co-hosted by Morocco,
Portugal and Spain, with three opening matches in Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. We therefore make

no forecast. The record since 2010 does, however, suggest what to look for when the figures appear.

First, the champion prize has never fallen in nominal terms in our series, and the smallest step was 3 million
dollars. Second, the share of the fund going to the winner has depended on how many teams share the pot;
with 48 teams likely to remain, the 7.6 percent share of 2026 is the most relevant benchmark. Third, the
inflation check shows that a nominal record does not automatically mean a richer champion. Any 2030

figure below about 50 million dollars in today money would be a real cut.

For readers who follow the money across tournaments, the most useful numbers to watch will be the
champion prize, the runner up prize and the gap between them, together with the total team fund. Those

four figures, published by FIFA well before kickoff, are enough to rebuild every column of the ledger on this

page.
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Key Facts

World Cup champion prize money in eight numbers

$50MSpain, 2026 champion prizeFIFA Council, December 2025.$30MSpain, 2010 champion prizeFrom a
348 million dollar fund.$17MGap between 2026 finalists6 million dollars in 2010.1.52Winner to runner up
ratio, 20261.25 in 2010.7.6 % Champion share of 2026 fund9.5 percent in 2022.$50.5MFrance 2018 prize in
July 2026 dollarsBusinessStats, BLS CPI-U.$100MArgentina, three finals2014, 2022 and 2026.$335MPaid

to all finalists, 2010 to 2026195 million to champions. FAQ

Questions about the money paid to World Cup champions

Spain received 50 million US dollars, the champion prize approved by the FIFA Council on 17 December
2025. With the 1.5 million dollar preparation payment every team received, the Spanish federation got 51.5

million dollars from FIFA.

Argentina received 33 million dollars for losing the final 1to O after extra time, 17 million dollars less than

Spain.

In nominal terms, yes. After adjusting for US consumer prices, the 38 million dollars France won in 2018 is

worth about 50.5 million in July 2026 dollars, so the 2018 and 2026 prizes are roughly equal in real terms.

According to FIFA decisions, Spain received 30 million dollars in 2010, Germany 35 million in 2014, France

38 million in 2018 and Argentina 42 million in 2022.

In 2026 the champion received 7.6 percent of the 655 million dollar team prize fund, down from about 9.5

percent in 2018 and 2022, because the expanded 48 team format spread the money more widely.

In 2026 the winner received 17 million dollars more than the runner up. The gap was 6 million dollars in

2010, 10 million in 2014 and 2018, and 12 million in 2022.

No. FIFA pays the prize money to the national federation, which decides any player bonuses. FIFA does not

publish those bonuses.

Since 2010, Spain, with 80 million dollars from its 2010 and 2026 titles. Including runner up payments,

Argentina has earned the most from finals, 100 million dollars from three finals.

A figure of about 2.2 million dollars is often quoted, but we could not verify it against FIFA records or

contemporary reports, so it is not used in this analysis.
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Sources

FIFA Council: record financial contribution for the 2026 World Cup, prize money by finishing position, 17

December 2025.
FIFA: report on the 2026 final, Spain 1to O Argentina after extra time, 19 July 2026.
FIFA Council: contributions for 2018 World Cup participants, 27 October 2017.

FIFA: prize money decisions for South Africa 2010 (December 2009), Brazil 2014 (December 2013) and

Qatar 2022.
FIFA: payment model for the 2023 World Cup for women.

US Bureau of Labor Statistics: Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), U.S. city average,

annual averages and monthly index to September 2026.

Prize money is in nominal US dollars as set by FIFA and excludes preparation payments and club
programmes. Champion shares, gaps, ratios, per match values, totals by nation and inflation adjusted
values (July 2026 dollars) are BusinessStats calculations. Champion prizes for 1982 to 2006 that appeared
in the previous edition of this page could not be verified against FIFA or contemporary reporting and have

been removed. Reported player bonuses for Spain were not confirmed by the RFEF and are not included.
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STATISTICS REPORT

All time World Cup table 1930-2022

Updated May 27, 2026 - businesstats.com/all-time-standings-of-national-soccer-teams-at-the-world-cup-since-1930

247 225 158

BRAZIL - 1ST ALL-TIME, 5 TITLES, 22/22 GERMANY - 2ND, 4 TITLES, 21 EDITIONS ARGENTINA - 3RD AFTER QATAR 2022
EDITIONS WIN

237 8 80+

BRAZIL GOALS - MOST BY ANY NATION NATIONS THAT HAVE WON THE WORLD NATIONS HAVE COMPETED AT LEAST
EVER CUP IN 92 YEARS ONCE 1930-2022

Overview

All time table of the FIFA World Cup from 1930 to 2022

The FIFA World Cup all-time table ranks every national team by points accumulated across all 22 editions
since the first tournament in Uruguay in 1930. Points follow the modern system: 3 for a win, 1for a draw, O
for aloss - including penalty shootouts. All eras are normalised to this 3-point system even though pre-

1994 World Cups awarded 2 points per win.

After Qatar 2022, Brazil lead with 247 points from 114 matches across all 22 editions - the only nation to
have qualified for every World Cup in history. Germany rank 2nd with 225 points. Argentina's championship
win in Qatar moved them to 3rd with 158 points, overtaking Italy (156) who did not qualify for the

tournament.

West Germany's results are combined with Germany. Soviet Union results count under Russia. Yugoslavia
and Serbia and Montenegro appear as Serbia. Czechoslovakia appears as the Czech Republic. The table
covers approximately 80 nations who have appeared at least once. The prize money paid to these nations
at Qatar 2022 is in our World Cup 2022 prize money distribution analysis. The full history of World Cup
prize pools from 2002 to 2026 is in our FIFA World Cup prize pool 2002-2026 analysis.

The scoring methodology matters: a team that wins 3 matches and loses 1 earns 9 points. A team that wins
2 and draws 2 earns 8 points. Over 22 tournaments, Brazil's 76 wins are the foundation of their all-time
lead. Their 19 losses (out of 114 matches) represent a 16.7% loss rate - the lowest of any top-5 all-time

nation. Germany's 68 wins but 23 losses (20.5% loss rate) explains why a 4-title nation sits 22 points
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behind a 5-title nation.

FIFA World Cup all-time top 4 nations points goals wins overview 1930 to 2022 All-Time Top 4 Nations -
Points, Wins and Goals Scored (1930-2022) Brazil: 247pts, 76W, 237G. Germany: 225pts, 68W, 232G.
Argentina: 158pts, 47W, 152G. Italy: 156pts, 45W, 128G. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December

2022. 247Brazil - #1

Points (all-time) Wins Goals scored Brazil #1247 Points, 5 Titles, 22/22 Editions, 66.7% Win Rate114
matches: 76W 19D 19L. Goals: 237 scored, 108 conceded (+129 GD). The only nation to appear at every
World Cup. 5 titles: 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.
Germany #2225 Points, 4 Titles, Most Runner-Up Finishes (4)112 matches: 68W 21D 23L. Goals: 232
scored (+102 GD). Win rate: 60.7%. 4 runner-up finishes - most of any nation. Includes West Germany
1954-1988. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. Argentina #3158 Points, 3 Titles - Qatar 2022 Win Moved
Them Above Italy88 matches: 47W 17D 24L. 3 titles: 1978, 1986, 2022. Win rate: 53.4%. 2022 win moved
them 2 points above ltaly in the all-time standings. Source: Transfermarkt/Statista. Italy #4156 Points, 4
Titles - Just 2 Behind Argentina Despite Missing 2018 and 202283 matches: 45W 21D 17L. Only 17 losses
from 83 matches - lowest loss ratio in the top 5. 4 titles: 1934, 1938, 1982, 2006. Failed to qualify 2018 and

2022. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. Full All-Time Table

FIFA World Cup All-Time Standings 1930-2022 - Complete Top 20 Nations

FIFA World Cup All-Time Table 1930-2022 - Top 20 Nations (Transfermarkt/TheSoccerWorldCups.com,

Dec 2022) Click any column to sort

# NATION TITLES PIIS GP W D L GS GA GD WIN %

247 14 76 19 19 237 108 +129 66.7%

1 Brazil

2 Germany 225 12 68 21 23 232 130 +102 60.7%
3 Argentina ann 158 88 47 17 24 152 101 +51 53.4%
4 Italy 156 83 45 21 17 128 77 +51 54.2%
5 France 131 73 39 14 20 136 85 +51 53.4%
6 England 18 74 32 22 20 104 68 +36 43.2%
7 Spain 110 67 31 17 19 108 75 +33 46.3%
8 Netherlands - 104 55 30 14 1 96 52 +44 54.5%
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9 Uruguay 99 60 29 12 19 94 76 +18 48.3%
10 Portugal i 74 47 22 8 17 77 58 +19 46.8%
M Mexico = 73 62 22 9 31 65 100 235 35.5%
12 Russia/USSR - 70 40 21 7 12 65 53 +12 52.5%
13 Belgium = 62 47 19 5 23 71 87 -16 40.4%
14 Sweden - 57 47 17 6 24 80 86 -6 36.2%
15 Poland = 50 37 15 S 17 50 51 = 40.5%
16 Croatia - 48 35 15 3 17 54 42 +12 42.9%
17 Czech Rep. = 47 39 14 5 20 52 65 =il3) 35.9%
18 Hungary - 43 32 13 4 15 53 57 -4 40.6%
19 Austria = 42 34 12 6 16 58 45 +13 35.3%
20 Switzerland - 41 37 n 9 17 67 68 -1 29.7%

Sources: Transfermarkt/Statista (Dec 18 2022), TheSoccerWorldCups.com. PTS=3W+1D. GP=Games
Played. W/D/L=Wins/Draws/Losses. GS=Goals Scored. GA=Goals Against. GD=Goal Difference.
Win%=W/GP. West Germany in Germany. Soviet Union in Russia. Yugoslavia/SaM in Serbia.

Czechoslovakia in Czech Republic. Top 20 shown by points.

Brazil's 247-point total is built from 76 wins across 22 tournaments. Their 22-point lead over Germany
(225) reflects both Brazil's higher win count (76 vs 68) and better goal difference (+129 vs +102).
Argentina's jump to 3rd after Qatar 2022 is historically significant - they overtook Italy (156) despite Italy
having 4 World Cup titles to Argentina's 3 at that time. The gap between 3rd (Argentina 158) and 4th (Italy
156) is just 2 points - potentially the closest top-4 finish since the modern points system was standardised.

One strong tournament could see Italy reclaim 3rd if they qualify for future editions.

Top 5 Nations

Brazil to France - All-Time Top 5 World Cup Nations Deep Dive

FIFA World Cup all-time top 5 nations points wins losses goals comparison 1930 to 2022 Top 5 Nations -
Points, Wins, and Goals Side by Side (1930-2022) Brazil: 247pts, 76W, 237 goals. Germany: 225pts, 68W,
232 goals. Argentina: 158pts, 47W, 152 goals. Italy: 156pts, 45W, 128 goals. France: 131pts, 39W, 136 goals.
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Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022. 247Brazil pts +129Brazil GD

France's 131 points come from 39 wins across 73 matches (53.4% win rate) - the same win rate as
Argentina. England in 6th (118pts) has the most draws (22) in the top 10 reflecting their historically
conservative style. Spain's 110 points from their single 2010 title and consistent qualification shows how

one dominant tournament can elevate a nation's all-time standing.

The current FIFA ranking of these nations and how they compare entering the 2026 World Cup is in our

FIFA world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

Points Chart

Brazil 247 to Switzerland 41 - All-Time World Cup Points Top 20

FIFA World Cup all-time table top 20 nations total points 1930 to 2022 horizontal bar World Cup All-Time
Points - Top 20 Nations (1930-2022) Brazil 247. Germany 225. Argentina 158. Italy 156. France 131. England
118. Spain 110. Netherlands 104. Uruguay 99. Portugal 74. Gold=CONMEBOL. Blue=UEFA. Source:

Transfermarkt/TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022. 247Brazil - 1st
CONMEBOL (South America) UEFA (Europe) Other confederations

The top 9 nations are 3 CONMEBOL (South America) and 6 UEFA (Europe). Mexico at 10th (CONCACAF,
73pts) is the only non-CONMEBOL/UEFA nation in the top 10. No AFC, CAF, or OFC nation appears in the
top 15, reflecting the historical dominance of European and South American football across 92 years of

competition.

Goals Scored

Brazil 237, Germany 232 - All-Time World Cup Goals Scored Per Nation

FIFA World Cup all-time goals scored by nation 1930 to 2022 top 10 World Cup All-Time Goals Scored -
Top 10 Nations (1930-2022) Brazil: 237. Germany: 232. Argentina: 152. France: 136. ltaly: 128. Spain: 108.
England: 104. Netherlands: 96. Uruguay: 94. Sweden: 80. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December
2022. 237Brazil - most ever

Goals scored at all World Cups (1930-2022)

Brazil (237) and Germany (232) are separated by just 5 goals despite different styles. Brazil play expansive

attacking football; Germany are defined by ruthless efficiency. France scoring 136 goals from 73 matches
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(1.86 per game average) is the best ratio in the top 5 - reflecting two periods of dominance (1998 and 2018)

where they averaged 2+ goals per match.

Sweden in 10th with 80 goals highlights their historical strength despite limited recent World Cup presence.
Hungary (53 goals from only 32 matches = 1.66 per game) have one of the highest goals-per-game ratios
ever. How fans across these historically dominant nations follow World Cup records on social media is in

our biggest social media platforms by users analysis - including a 10-1 victory over El Salvador in 1982.

Win Percentage

Brazil 66.7%, Germany 60.7%, Italy 54.2% - Win Rate Rankings

FIFA World Cup all-time win percentage by nation minimum 30 matches 1930 to 2022 World Cup Win Rate
- Top 12 Nations (Minimum 30 Matches, 1930-2022) Brazil: 66.7%. Germany: 60.7%. ltaly: 54.2%.
Netherlands: 54.5%. Argentina: 53.4%. France: 53.4%. Uruguay: 48.3%. Spain: 46.3%. England: 43.2%.

Mexico: 35.5%. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. Wins / Games Played. 66.7 %Brazil - best

Brazil's 66.7% win rate across 114 matches over 92 years is arguably the most remarkable sustained record
in international sport. England's 43.2% win rate is the lowest in the top 6 - largely because they draw far
more matches than their peers (22 draws in 74 matches, a 29.7% draw rate). Spain's 46.3% rate conceals
their 2010 dominance: their overall record is weighed down by many group stage exits in the 1960s-1990s

before they became a genuine powerhouse.

Titles and Champions

Brazil 5, Germany 4, Italy 4, Argentina 3 - Every World Cup Champion 1930-
2022

FIFA World Cup titles won by country all time 8 champion nations 1930 to 2022 FIFA World Cup Titles by
Country - All 8 Champions (1930-2022) Brazil: 5 (1958,1962,1970,1994,2002). Germany: 4
(1954,1974,1990,2014). ltaly: 4 (1934,1938,1982,2006). Argentina: 3 (1978,1986,2022). France: 2
(1998,2018). Uruguay: 2 (1930,1950). England: 1 (1966). Spain: 1 (2010). Source: FIFA official. 5Brazil - most

ever
All FIFA World Cup Champions 1930-2022 - Complete List

YEAR HOST CHAMPION RUNNER-UP SCORE
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2022

2018

2014

2010

2006

2002

1998

1994

1990

1986

1982

1978

1974

1970

1966

1962

1958

1954

1950

1938

1934

1930

Qatar

Russia

Brazil

South Africa

Germany

Japan/Korea

France

USA

Italy

Mexico

Spain

Argentina

Germany

Mexico

England

Chile

Sweden

Switzerland

Brazil

France

Italy

Uruguay

Argentina

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Brazil

France

Brazil

Germany

Argentina

Italy

Argentina

Germany

Brazil

England

Brazil

Brazil

Germany

Uruguay

Italy

Italy

Uruguay

All Time World Cup Table 1930-2022 - Brazil Top With 247 Points

France

Croatia

Argentina

Netherlands

France

Germany

Brazil

Italy

Argentina

Germany

Germany

Netherlands

Netherlands

Italy

Germany

Czechoslovakia

Sweden

Hungary

Brazil

Hungary

Czechoslovakia

Argentina

3-3 (4-2 pens)

4-2

1-0 AET

1-0 AET

1-1 (5-3 pens)

2-0

3-0

0-0 (3-2 pens)

1-0

3-2

&1

3-1AET

2-1

4-1

4-2 AET

3-1

5-2

3-2

4-2

2-1AET

4-2

*1950 used final group stage. AET=After Extra Time. Pens=Penalty Shootout. 1942 and 1946 not held

(WWII). Germany results include West Germany. Source: FIFA official records.
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Only 8 nations have ever won the World Cup across 22 editions. No African, Asian, North American, or
Oceanian nation has won. Morocco's semi-final in 2022 was the closest any non-CONMEBOL/UEFA team
has come. The 2026 World Cup gives 48 nations a chance - including first-time qualifiers from smaller
confederations - but CONMEBOL and UEFA dominate the betting favorites. The 2026 winner odds are in

our World Cup 2026 winner odds analysis.

Appearances

Brazil 22/22, Germany 21, Italy 18 - Most World Cup Appearances

FIFA World Cup most appearances by nation all editions 1930 to 2022 top 12 World Cup Appearances by
Nation - Top 12 (Max 22, 1930-2022) Brazil: 22/22 (every edition). Germany: 21. ltaly: 18.
France/England/Spain/Argentina: 17-19. Mexico: 17. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.
Maximum possible: 22. 22/22Brazil - every WC

World Cup appearances (max 22)

Brazil's 22/22 appearance record is unique in football history - the only team to never miss a World Cup in
92 years. The cost each host nation has paid to stage these tournaments that Brazil always qualified for is
in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis. Germany missed 1950 (banned post-WWII). Italy missed
2018 and 2022 - their first consecutive absences. Argentina missed 1938. England first appeared at 1950
(they refused earlier editions). The 48 teams at 2026 and their confederation breakdown is in our World

Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

By Confederation

CONMEBOL Leads Per Nation, UEFA Leads in Total - Confederation
Breakdown

FIFA World Cup all-time points by confederation total combined 1930 to 2022 all nations World Cup All-
Time Combined Points by Confederation (1930-2022) UEFA (Europe): ~1,247pts combined. CONMEBOL
(S.America): ~602pts. CONCACAF: ~73pts. CAF (Africa): ~71pts. AFC (Asia): ~60pts. OFC (Oceania): ~1pt.

Source: Calculated from TheSoccerWorldCups.com data. +-2-3%. 8title nations
UEFA (Europe) CONMEBOL (S.America)

UEFA's total is inflated by sheer team numbers: Europe sends 13-16 nations per World Cup, vs

CONMEBOL's 4-6. On a per-nation basis, CONMEBOL averages 60 points per team vs UEFA's
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approximately 22. Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay alone account for roughly 504 of CONMEBOL's 602 total

points.

CAF (Africa) and AFC (Asia) have grown significantly since 1998. The economic tourism impact of the 2026
World Cup that will boost these nations further is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.
Morocco (2022 semi-final), Japan (R16 four times), and South Korea (2002 semi-final) are pushing both
confederations up the historical table. With 10 CAF and 9 AFC teams at the 2026 World Cup, both will add
substantially to their all-time totals. The social media context for how fans engage with these all-time

records is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

The prize money earned by these nations at Qatar 2022 provides additional financial context - available in
our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money distribution analysis. Morocco's $25 million fourth-place prize was

the most lucrative run in African World Cup history, mirroring their historic run to the all-time table.

The global economy context for the commercial value of these historically dominant nations is in our global
economy analysis. Brazil's national team brand is estimated at $500M+ in commercial value - reflecting
their unique position as the only team at every World Cup and the most successful nation in tournament
history. The FIFA commercial revenue from hotel, ticketing and hospitality that funds the World Cup

ecosystem is in our FIFA hotel, catering and ticket revenue analysis.

How Nations Move Up the Table

Qatar 2022 Impact - Which Nations Gained Most Points and Moved Up

Nations Who Gained Most All-Time Points at Qatar 2022

NATION STAGE REACHED POINTS GAINED RANK BEFORE 2022 RANK AFTER 2022
Argentina Champion +19 pts 4th 3rd

France Runner-up +13 pts 5th 5th

Croatia 3rd Place +13 pts 16th 16th

Morocco 4th Place +11 pts Outside top 20 Entered top 30
Netherlands Quarterfinal +7 pts 8th 8th

England Quarterfinal +7 pts 6th 6th

Brazil Quarterfinal +7 pts Tst Ist
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Portugal Quarterfinal +7 pts 10th 10th
Germany Group Stage +3 pts 2nd 2nd
Belgium Group Stage +3 pts 13th 13th

Points calculated: Champion=7W+1D=22pts tournament, but all-time table adds only matches played at
Qatar 2022 individually. +19pts estimate for Argentina = SW+2D+1L = 5x3+2x1+0 = 17pts (approximate).

Source: Calculated from TheSoccerWorldCups.com data. +-2pts.

Argentina's 2022 title run is the most points-effective in recent World Cup history. Their 7 wins and 1 draw
across 8 matches (including penalty shootouts) added approximately 19 points to their all-time total -

enough to jump from 4th to 3rd in the all-time standings, above Italy who missed the tournament entirely.

Germany's group stage exit was particularly damaging to their all-time point accumulation rate. As the 2nd-
ranked nation, every early exit represents a significant missed opportunity to extend their lead over 3rd and
4th. If Germany had reached the final in 2022, they would have added approximately 16-17 points -
maintaining their 2nd-place position more comfortably. The FIFA world ranking context for these nations

entering 2026 is in our FIFA ranking analysis.

Records and Milestones

Fastest to 100 Points, Most Matches Without a Win - World Cup Table
Records

FIFA World Cup all-time goal difference top 10 nations 1930 to 2022 All-Time Goal Difference - Top 10
Nations (1930-2022) Brazil: +129. Germany: +102. Italy: +51. Argentina: +51. Netherlands: +44. France: +51.
England: +36. Spain: +33. Croatia: +12. Uruguay: +18. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.

+129Brazil - best ever

19Brazil's Losses - Fewest Loss Count Among Top 3 All-Time NationsBrazil have lost just 19 of their 114
World Cup matches (16.7% loss rate). Argentina lost 24 from 88 (27.3%). Germany lost 23 from 112
(20.5%). ltaly's 17 losses from 83 matches (20.5%) is also impressive but from fewer games. Source:
TheSoccerWorldCups.com. +129Brazil's Goal Difference - Best in World Cup History, 237 Scored vs 108
ConcededBrazil's +129 goal difference is the best in World Cup history. Next best: Germany +102.
Netherlands +44 from only 55 matches. Hungary have a +(-4) despite scoring 53 goals - they also

conceded 57. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. CroatiaMost Points Per Match in Top 20 - Croatia
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Average 1.37pts Per GameCroatia have 48 points from 35 matches = 1.37pts per game. Their high average
reflects consistent deep runs (3rd 1998, 2022) from few editions. Germany average 2.01pts/game. Brazil:
2.17pts/game. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. MexicoMost World Cup Matches Without a Quarterfinal
- 17 Editions, Never Past Round of 16Mexico have appeared at 17 World Cups and never advanced beyond
the Round of 16 - the most tournaments without reaching a quarterfinal of any nation. They have 73 all-time

points from 62 matches. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com, FIFA records.

The Netherlands rank 8th all-time with 104 points despite never winning the World Cup - three times the
runner-up (1974, 1978, 2010). Their 55 matches with 30 wins (54.5% win rate) is the best win rate among
nations with no titles. Uruguay in 9th (99 points) have a special historical significance: their 2 titles (1930,
1950) came before the era of 3-point wins, meaning their historical advantage is even greater than the
adjusted table suggests. Uruguay were the original dominant force in world football - winning the 1924 and
1928 Olympics before the World Cup even began, then winning the first World Cup on home soil. Their
long-term decline from a 2-title, top-9 all-time position while competing against far larger and wealthier

nations is one of the most remarkable stories in football history.

Portugal entering the top 10 with 74 points from 47 matches reflects their modern strength. Despite no
World Cup title, their deep runs in 2006 (4th place) and consistent quarter-final appearances have built a
significant points tally. Cristiano Ronaldo's contribution across multiple World Cups is a central factor. The

world population context for the football nations competing is in our world population analysis.

The 2026 World Cup will significantly alter the all-time table. A full overview of the tournament is in our
FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis. With 48 teams playing 104 matches (vs 64 in 2022),
every team adds more points than in previous editions. Teams that historically struggled to qualify (such as
several African and Asian nations) will have additional opportunities to build their all-time points tally. The

2026 host city distribution is in our World Cup 2026 matches by city analysis.

African and Asian Progress

Morocco, Japan, South Korea - How Emerging Football Nations Are
Climbing the Table

FIFA World Cup all-time points selected African Asian CONCACAF nations 1930 to 2022 All-Time Points -
Top CAF, AFC, CONCACAF Nations (1930-2022) Mexico (CONCACAF): 73pts. Japan (AFC): 25pts. South

Korea (AFC): 24pts. Senegal (CAF): 20pts. Morocco (CAF): 19pts after 2022. USA (CONCACAF): 18pts.
Ghana (CAF): 17pts. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. +-2%. 73Mexico - top CONCACAF
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Morocco's 2022 semi-final appearance was a watershed moment for African football. Their all-time ranking
jumped significantly - they beat Spain and Portugal en route to 4th place, earning 11 points from a single
tournament. Their total all-time points now exceed many established European nations who have appeared
at far more editions. The commercial context for their prize money earned is in our FIFA World Cup 2022

prize money distribution analysis.

Japan have appeared at the Round of 16 four times (2002, 2010, 2018, 2022) - more than any other AFC
nation. Their consistent qualification and progression has built a respectable all-time points tally. South
Korea's remarkable 2002 run to the semi-finals on home soil remains the peak achievement for any AFC
nation and a defining moment in their all-time points accumulation. Australia, now in the AFC, also

contributed notably with a 2022 Round of 16 appearance.

Senegal (2002 quarter-final, 2022 Round of 16) and Cameroon (regular qualifiers) lead the CAF
contribution beyond Morocco. Ghana's 2010 quarter-final remains the second-best African performance at
a World Cup behind Morocco 2022. The 10 CAF and 9 AFC teams at 2026 represent the largest ever
representation from these confederations - and with more matches, more opportunities to add points. The

confederation breakdown of 2026 participants is in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

CONCACAF's highest all-time total belongs to Mexico with 73 points. The USA reached the quarter-finals in
2002 (first time since 1930) and are building a stronger base. With the 2026 World Cup hosted in USA,
Mexico, and Canada - all three co-hosts will receive automatic qualification and have home advantage to
build their all-time totals further. Five NFL stadiums are hosting 2026 World Cup matches - their full
financial context is in our NFL statistics and facts analysis. USA hosting the final at MetLife Stadium gives
them an unprecedented commercial and sporting platform. The hosting context is in our FIFA world ranking

analysis.

The all-time table also tracks nations that no longer exist. West Germany's results are the most significant -
they appear as Germany. The Soviet Union's 10 World Cup appearances (strongest in the 1950s-1960s) are
counted under Russia. Yugoslavia's historically strong performances appear under Serbia. These historical
merges mean some entries represent teams that fundamentally changed over decades - making Brazil's
consistent single-identity performance even more remarkable. The world population context for these

football nations is in our world population analysis.

Looking ahead to 2030 (Morocco, Spain, Portugal with centenary matches in Argentina, Uruguay,
Paraguay) and 2034 (Saudi Arabia), the all-time table will continue to evolve. Historically strong nations like

Morocco, Japan, and the USA are well-positioned to move into the top 15 or above by 2034. If Brazil win

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 141 of 368



m BusinessStats All Time World Cup Table 1930-2022 - Brazil Top With 247 Points

2026, they reach 6 titles - making them even more unreachable at the top of the all-time table. The global
economy context for the commercial value generated by these dominant nations is in our global economy

analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup All-Time Table - Key Statistics 1930-2022

247 ptsBrazil All-Time #1 - 5 Titles, 22 Editions, 76 Wins, 237 Goals, +129 GDBrazil's 247 points lead
Germany (225) by 22 points. Win rate 66.7%. Goals 237 (most ever). Goal difference +129 (best ever). 5
titles: 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002. Only nation at all 22 editions. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com
December 2022. 8 nationsOnly 8 Countries Have Won the World Cup in 92 YearsBrazil (5), Germany (4),
Italy (4), Argentina (3), France (2), Uruguay (2), England (1), Spain (1). No African, Asian, CONCACAF, or
OFC nation has ever won. Source: FIFA official records. 22/22Brazil Unique Appearance Record - The Only
Nation at All 22 World CupsBrazil qualified for every World Cup from Uruguay 1930 to Qatar 2022.
Germany missed 1950 (WWII ban). Italy missed 2018 and 2022. No other nation has Brazil's perfect record.
Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. Italy 4thltaly 4th With 156 Points Despite Missing 2018 and 2022 - Just
2 Behind Argentinaltaly have 156 points from 83 matches - just 2 behind Argentina's 158. They haven't
appeared at the 2018 or 2022 World Cups. 4 titles (1934, 1938, 1982, 2006) maintain their position. Source:

Transfermarkt/Statista. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup All-Time Table

Brazil, with 247 points from 114 matches across all 22 editions (1930-2022). Win rate 66.7%. 5 titles. Only

nation at every World Cup. Source: Transfermarkt/Statista, TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.

3 points for a win, 1for a draw, O for a loss, standardised across all eras. Penalty shootout wins = 3 points.
Pre-1994 tournaments used 2pts per win but this table normalises all to 3 for consistency. Source:

Transfermarkt, TheSoccerWorldCups.com.

3rd all-time with 158 points. The 2022 win moved them above lItaly (156). 88 matches: 47W 17D 24L. 3
titles: 1978, 1986, 2022. Win rate 53.4%. Source: Transfermarkt/Statista December 2022.

Brazil with 5 titles (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002). Germany and Italy follow with 4 each. Argentina has 3.
Only 8 nations have ever won. The infrastructure investment each host has made to stage these
tournaments is in our FIFA World Cup investment and budget analysis. Source: FIFA official records

through 2022.
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Brazil at 22 of 22 possible editions - the only nation at every World Cup. Germany next with 21. Italy 18,

France and England 17 each. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.

237 goals in 114 matches - the most of any nation. Germany second (232). Brazil's goal difference is +129,

also the best all-time. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.

Yes - West Germany (1954-1990) and Germany (1994 onwards) are one entry. Also: Soviet Union = Russia,
Yugoslavia/Serbia and Montenegro = Serbia, Czechoslovakia = Czech Republic. Source: Transfermarkt,

TheSoccerWorldCups.com.

6th all-time with 118 points from 74 matches. 32W 22D 20L. 1 title (1966 on home soil). Win rate 43.2% -

low for a top-6 nation due to many draws. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022.

Approximately 80 nations have appeared at least once across all 22 editions (1930-2022). Only Brazil has

appeared in all 22. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com, FIFA official records.

All 48 nations will add to their totals. A Spain or France win gives them 3 titles (matching Argentina). Brazil
winning = record 6 titles. Germany winning = equals Brazil's 5. Italy did not qualify so won't add points. 16

new nations get their first points. Source: FIFA official 2026 entry.
Sources

Statista / Transfermarkt - All-Time Table of the FIFA World Cup 1930-2022 - Primary source. Brazil 247pts,
Germany 225pts, Argentina 158pts. Transfermarkt data published December 18, 2022 post Qatar 2022

final. +-0%.

TheSoccerWorldCups.com - All-Time Standings - Source for complete top-20 table: matches, wins, draws,

losses, goals scored, goals against, goal difference. Updated post-Qatar 2022. +-0%.

Planet Football - FIFA World Cup All-Time Table - Points methodology (3pts per win standardised), nation

merges, England/Germany context.

RSSSF - World Cup Final Tournaments 1930-2022 Total Rankings - Historical data verification for all

editions 1930-1990. Nation context and historical notes.

Points: 3 for win (incl. penalty shootout), 1 draw, O loss. Standardised across all eras. Nation merges: West
Germany=Germany, Soviet Union=Russia, Yugoslavia/SaM=Serbia, Czechoslovakia=Czech Republic. Data

updated December 18, 2022 after Qatar 2022 final. Top 20 shown. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Total cost of hosting the World Cup 1994-2022

Updated May 30, 2026 - businesstats.com/world-cup-host-total-costs

$220B $15B $11.6B

QATAR 2022 - MOST EXPENSIVE WORLD BRAZIL 2014 - SECOND MOST RUSSIA 2018 - THIRD MOST EXPENSIVE
CUP AND SPORTING EVENT EVER EXPENSIVE, SPARKED MASS PROTESTS WORLD CUP

$0.5B 19x $6.5-10B

USA 1994 - CHEAPEST, USED EXISTING QATAR COST MULTIPLE VS THE QATAR STADIUM COST - REST WAS
STADIUMS PREVIOUS WORLD CUP NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Overview

Total cost of hosting the FIFA World Cup from 1994 to 2022

The cost of hosting the FIFA World Cup has risen dramatically over the past three decades. From $500
million for USA 1994 to an estimated $220 billion for Qatar 2022, the trajectory reflects how host nations
increasingly use the tournament as a catalyst for massive national infrastructure investment - far beyond
the stadiums and facilities needed for the football itself. FIFA does not pay these costs; they fall entirely on
the host nation, which must finance stadiums, infrastructure, security, and operations from public and
private funds. FIFA, meanwhile, retains the bulk of the tournament revenue from broadcasting and
sponsorship - a financial arrangement that has drawn criticism as host nations bear the costs while FIFA
collects the profits. The revenue FIFA earns from broadcasting these tournaments is in our FIFA

broadcasting revenue analysis.

Qatar 2022 stands in a category of its own. At an estimated $220 billion, it was nearly 19 times more
expensive than any previous World Cup and remains the most expensive sporting event in human history.
However, this figure is somewhat misleading: only $6.5-10 billion went to stadiums. The vast majority
funded national infrastructure - a new metro system, a new airport, roads, hotels, and the entirely new city
of Lusail - that Qatar would arguably have built regardless, using the World Cup as a deadline and
showcase. The full investment and spending breakdown for World Cups is in our FIFA World Cup

investment and spending analysis.
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Excluding Qatar, the trend still shows rising costs: from under $1 billion in the 1990s (when developed
nations with existing infrastructure hosted) to $11-15 billion for Brazil 2014 and Russia 2018 (emerging
economies building new stadiums and transport links). This roughly 25-fold increase over two decades
reflects both genuine inflation in construction costs and the growing scale of FIFA's tournament
requirements - more stadiums, higher specifications, and greater operational complexity. The cheapest
tournaments - USA 1994 and France 1998 - kept costs low by using existing stadiums. The total investment

budget context across editions is in our FIFA World Cup investment budget analysis.

World Cup hosting cost overview 1994 to 2022 all editions Qatar Brazil Russia comparison billions World
Cup Hosting Cost Overview 1994-2022 (USD Billions, Log Scale) USA 1994: $0.5B. France 1998: $2.3B.
Korea/Japan 2002: $7B. Germany 2006: $4.3B. S.Africa 2010: $3.6B. Brazil 2014: $15B. Russia 2018:
$11.6B. Qatar 2022: $220B. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. $220BQatar (peak)

$220B (Qatar)Most Expensive Ever - 19x More Than Any Previous World CupQatar 2022 cost ~$2208B, the
most expensive sporting event in history. Stadiums were only $6.5-10B; the rest funded a metro, airport,
roads, hotels, and the new city of Lusail. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. $15B (Brazil)Brazil 2014
- Second Most Expensive, Triggered Mass ProtestsBrazil spent ~$15B on stadiums and infrastructure for
2014, sparking mass street protests over public spending priorities. Several stadiums became costly "white
elephants" with little post-tournament use. Source: Statista, belN Sports 2026. $11.6B (Russia)Russia 2018 -
Third Most Expensive, Official Budget FigureRussia's official budget was $11.6B (some estimates $14B+),
spent on stadiums and transport across 11 host cities. This was less than Brazil 2014 despite Russia building
more new venues. Source: Statista, theafricandream 2022. $0.5B (USA)USA 1994 - Cheapest, Used
Existing NFL StadiumsUSA 1994 cost just ~$500M because the United States already had world-class
stadiums (mostly NFL venues) and infrastructure. It still generated a reported $4B economic impact and

record attendance. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports. Cost Data Table

FIFA World Cup Hosting Costs by Year and Host Nation 1994-2022

Total Cost of Hosting the FIFA World Cup 1994-2022 (Statista, Front Office Sports) Click any column to sort

YEAR HOST TOTAL COST CHAMPION
1994 USA $500M Brazil
1998 France $28B France
2002 Korea/Japan $7B Brazil
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2006 Germany $4B Italy
2010 South Africa $4B Spain
2014 Brazil $15B Germany
2018 Russia $12B France
2022 Qatar $220B Argentina

The table reveals two distinct patterns. Developed nations with existing infrastructure (USA 1994, France
1998, Germany 2006) kept costs relatively low by reusing stadiums and transport. Emerging economies
and ambitious hosts (Brazil 2014, Russia 2018, and especially Qatar 2022) spent far more, building new
stadiums and, in Qatar's case, entire cities. The $220 billion Qatar figure is so large it distorts any chart of
the full series. The detailed host city and venue breakdown is in our FIFA World Cup host cities and

countries analysis.

Cost Chart

$0.5B to $220B - World Cup Hosting Costs Visualised (Excluding Qatar)

FIFA World Cup hosting cost 1994 to 2018 excluding Qatar USD billions USA France Brazil Russia World
Cup Hosting Cost 1994-2018 (USD Billions, Qatar Shown Separately) 1994: $0.5B. 1998: $2.3B. 2002: $7B.
2006: $4.3B. 2010: $3.6B. 2014: $15B. 2018: $11.6B. Qatar 2022 ($220B) is shown separately as it dwarfs

all others. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. $15BBrazil (ex-Qatar peak)
$10B+ (new infrastructure) $2-10B Under $2B (existing infrastructure)

With Qatar excluded, the chart shows a clearer pattern: hosting costs hovered between $0.5B and $7B
from 1994 to 2010, then jumped to the $11-15B range for Brazil 2014 and Russia 2018. This reflects the shift
toward emerging economies hosting and building substantial new infrastructure. Korea/Japan 2002 ($7B)
was an outlier for its era because two nations built new stadiums - the first and only time the World Cup
was co-hosted by two countries, requiring duplicate infrastructure across both nations and driving up the
combined cost significantly. The all-time tournament performance of these host nations is in our FIFA

World Cup all-time standings analysis.

Qatar 2022 - $2208B
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$220 Billion - Why Qatar 2022 Was the Most Expensive Event in History

Qatar 2022 World Cup cost breakdown stadiums infrastructure metro airport Lusail city 220 billion Qatar
2022 vs All Previous World Cups Combined (USD Billions) Qatar 2022: $220B. All World Cups 1994-2018
combined: ~$44B. Qatar alone cost 5x more than every previous World Cup since 1994 put together.
Stadium cost only $6.5-10B; rest was national infrastructure. Source: Statista, etvbharat 2026. 5xvs all

others combined

Qatar's $220 billion cost is best understood not as the cost of a football tournament, but as the cost of
accelerated national development with the World Cup as the deadline. Of that total, stadium construction
was only $6.5-10 billion. The rest funded transformational national infrastructure: the Doha Metro system,
the new Hamad International Airport expansion, hundreds of kilometres of roads, dozens of hotels, and the
entirely new planned city of Lusail (which hosted the final). Qatar compressed decades of development into
the World Cup preparation window, using the fixed deadline of the tournament to accelerate projects that
might otherwise have taken much longer. This is a fundamentally different proposition from the cost of
staging a football tournament, and it explains why the $220 billion figure, while accurate as total spending,

can mislead when presented simply as "the cost of the World Cup."

Qatar 2022 was also the first World Cup held in the Middle East and the first in winter (November-
December) to avoid the region's summer heat. The tournament drew intense scrutiny over labour
conditions and human rights during the construction phase. Despite the controversy, FIFA earned record
revenue of $5.77 billion in 2022 from the tournament, though this was a fraction of Qatar's hosting cost.
The prize money distributed to teams at Qatar 2022 is in our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money distribution

analysis.

Cost Growth

From S$0.5B to $220B - The Explosive Growth in Hosting Costs

FIFA World Cup hosting cost growth trend 1994 to 2022 logarithmic exponential increase billions World
Cup Hosting Cost Growth 1994-2022 (Log Scale, USD Billions) A log scale is needed because Qatar 2022
($220B) is so far above all others. 1994: $0.5B. 2014: $15B. 2018: $11.6B. 2022: $220B. The jump to Qatar

is unprecedented in scale. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. 440x1994 to 2022 19xvs prior WC

From USA 1994 ($0.5B) to Qatar 2022 ($220B), the cost of hosting rose 440-fold in nominal terms - though
this comparison is distorted by Qatar's unique national-development spending. A fairer comparison

excludes Qatar: from $0.5B (1994) to $11.6-15B (2018/2014), costs rose roughly 25-30x over 20-24 years,
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driven by stadium construction in emerging economies and rising infrastructure standards. The world
ranking of the national teams competing in these expensive tournaments is in our world ranking of national

soccer teams analysis.

Cheapest Hosts

USA 1994 and France 1998 - How the Cheapest World Cups Kept Costs Low

cheapest World Cup hosting cost USA 1994 France 1998 Germany 2006 existing stadiums infrastructure
Cheapest World Cups to Host - Existing Infrastructure Kept Costs Down ($B) USA 1994: $0.5B. France
1998: $2.3B. South Africa 2010: $3.6B. Germany 2006: $4.3B. These hosts mostly reused existing stadiums
and transport, avoiding the massive new-build costs of Brazil, Russia, and Qatar. Source: Statista, Front

Office Sports 2022. $0.5BUSA (cheapest)

The cheapest World Cups share a common factor: they were hosted by nations that already had the
necessary stadiums and infrastructure. USA 1994 used existing NFL stadiums and required minimal new
construction - yet it set attendance records and generated an estimated $4 billion economic impact. France
1998 ($2.3B) and Germany 2006 ($4.3B) similarly leveraged existing facilities with targeted upgrades. This
demonstrates that hosting a World Cup need not be ruinously expensive if the infrastructure already exists
- a key argument for the USA/Canada/Mexico 2026 tournament, which is expected to cost a fraction of
Qatar 2022 despite being a larger 48-team event. The 2026 tournament overview is in our FIFA World Cup

2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Why Costs Rise

Why World Cup Hosting Costs Keep Rising

The rising cost of hosting the World Cup is one of the most debated topics in sports economics, with each
tournament seemingly setting a new record. Several factors drive this increase. First, FIFA's stadium and
infrastructure requirements have grown - modern tournaments demand multiple large, high-specification
stadiums, often with retractable roofs, cooling systems, and extensive media and hospitality facilities.
Second, emerging economies that host (Brazil, Russia, Qatar) often lack existing infrastructure and must

build from scratch, including transport, accommodation, and telecommunications.

Third, and most significantly in Qatar's case, host nations increasingly bundle national development
projects into the World Cup budget. Qatar's $220 billion was largely spent on a metro, airport, roads, and a

new city - infrastructure that serves the country long after the tournament. This "World Cup as national
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catalyst" model inflates the headline cost far beyond what the football itself requires. Nations see the global
spotlight of the World Cup as justification - and political cover - for spending on long-desired infrastructure
projects. Brazil 2014's spending similarly included airports and urban transport, though it sparked protests

when citizens felt the money should have gone to schools and hospitals instead.

World Cup hosting cost drivers stadiums infrastructure security operations emerging economy new build
What Drives World Cup Hosting Costs - Stadiums vs Infrastructure Qatar 2022: stadiums $6.5-10B (4%),
infrastructure ~$210B (96%). Brazil 2014: stadiums ~$3.6B, infrastructure ~$11.4B. The infrastructure share
dominates when emerging economies host. Source: Statista, etvbharat 2026. +-15%. 96 % Qatar

infrastructure 4%Qatar stadiums

The distinction between stadium costs and infrastructure costs is crucial for understanding World Cup
spending. The football tournament itself - stadiums, training facilities, operations - typically costs a few
billion dollars at most. The eye-watering totals come from the national infrastructure that host nations
choose to build alongside. This is why USA 2026, using existing stadiums, will cost a fraction of Qatar 2022
despite being a larger tournament. The global economy context for this infrastructure spending is in our

global economy analysis.

Stadiums vs Infrastructure

Stadiums vs Infrastructure - Where the Money Actually Goes

A persistent confusion in World Cup cost reporting is the conflation of stadium costs with total national
spending. When headlines say Qatar 2022 cost $220 billion, the implication is often that the football
tournament itself cost that much - which is misleading. The stadiums, the actual venues for the 64
matches, cost $6.5-10 billion. The remaining ~$210 billion funded infrastructure that Qatar planned to build

as part of its National Vision 2030 development strategy.

Qatar 2022 World Cup cost stadiums versus infrastructure breakdown percentage metro airport Lusail
Qatar 2022 - Stadiums vs Infrastructure Spending ($220B Total) Stadiums: $6.5-10B (~4%). National
infrastructure (metro, airport, roads, hotels, Lusail city): ~$210B (~96%). The headline cost reflects national

development, not the football tournament. Source: Front Office Sports, etvbharat 2026. 96 %infrastructure

This pattern repeats across host nations to varying degrees. Brazil 2014's $15 billion included significant
airport and urban transport upgrades beyond the stadiums themselves. Russia 2018's $11.6 billion covered
new stadiums plus transport links across its vast geography. Only the developed-nation hosts (USA 1994,

France 1998, Germany 2006) kept total costs close to the actual tournament requirements, because they
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did not need to build national infrastructure from scratch. These nations already had highways, airports,
public transport, hotels, and modern stadiums - so their World Cup spending was genuinely about the
tournament rather than national development. The tourism impact that helps offset these costs is in our

FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

2026 Cost

$5-13.9B for 2026 - Why the Next World Cup Will Cost Far Less Than Qatar

FIFA World Cup 2026 hosting cost estimate USA Canada Mexico versus Qatar 2022 existing stadiums 2026
Estimated Cost vs Recent World Cups (USD Billions) 2014 Brazil: $15B. 2018 Russia: $11.6B. 2022 Qatar:
$220B. 2026 USA/MEX/CAN: ~$5-13.9B estimated. 2026 uses existing NFL/stadium infrastructure, keeping
costs far below Qatar despite being a larger 48-team tournament. Source: belN Sports, etvbharat 2026.

~$14B2026 estimate

The 2026 World Cup, co-hosted by the USA, Mexico, and Canada, is estimated to cost between $5 billion
and $13.9 billion - dramatically less than Qatar 2022 despite being a larger 48-team tournament with 104
matches. The reason is simple: North America already has world-class stadiums (mostly NFL venues),
airports, transport, and hotels. The host nations are focusing spending on localised security, renovations,
and logistical overhauls across the 16 host cities rather than building from scratch. The detailed 2026

spending breakdown is in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis.

This return to a lower-cost hosting model echoes USA 1994, which famously kept costs to $500 million by
using existing infrastructure. The 2026 tournament demonstrates FIFA's apparent shift toward awarding
hosting to nations with established infrastructure, potentially ending the era of ruinously expensive new-
build World Cups like Qatar 2022. The win probability for teams in this 2026 tournament is in our World Cup

2026 winner probability analysis.

White Elephants

The "White Elephant” Problem - Stadiums Built and Abandoned

One of the most criticised aspects of expensive World Cup hosting is the "white elephant" problem -
stadiums built at enormous cost that have little use after the tournament ends. Brazil 2014 is the most cited
example: the Arena da Amazonia in Manaus cost around $300 million to build in a remote Amazon city with
no major football club to use it afterward. Several Brazilian World Cup stadiums now host only occasional

events, sit largely empty, or have been repurposed.
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Qatar faced similar concerns on a larger scale. With a population of under 3 million and limited domestic
football demand, the eight stadiums built for 2022 risked becoming white elephants. Qatar's solution was
novel: several stadiums were designed to be partially dismantled after the tournament, with Stadium 974
(built from shipping containers) intended to be fully removed. Seats and components were pledged for
donation to developing football nations. This modular approach was a direct response to the white elephant

criticism.

World Cup white elephant stadium cost per use Brazil Manaus Qatar legacy abandoned venues Stadium
Legacy Risk - Cost vs Post-Tournament Use Brazil 2014 built stadiums in cities like Manaus and Cuiaba
with no top-flight clubs. Qatar 2022 designed modular/removable stadiums to avoid white elephants.
Developed hosts (USA, Germany) reused existing venues with guaranteed post-event use. Source: industry

reports 2026. $300MManaus stadium

The white elephant problem is a key argument for awarding World Cups to nations with existing
infrastructure. The USA/Canada/Mexico 2026 tournament avoids this entirely by using established NFL and
MLS stadiums that already have guaranteed long-term use. This is increasingly seen as the responsible
hosting model, in contrast to the build-from-scratch approach that left Brazil and others with costly
underused venues. The host city details for 2026 are in our FIFA World Cup host cities and countries

analysis.

Economic Returns

Do Host Nations Make Their Money Back?

A central question for any World Cup host is whether the enormous costs generate enough economic
return to justify them. The evidence is mixed and often disappointing for hosts. FIFA keeps the lion's share
of tournament revenue (broadcasting, sponsorship, tickets), while the host nation bears the construction
costs. USA 1994 is often cited as a rare success - it generated an estimated $4 billion economic impact

against just $500 million in costs, precisely because it did not overspend on new infrastructure.

World Cup host cost versus FIFA revenue economic return 1994 2014 2022 who profits Host Cost vs FIFA
Revenue - Who Profits From the World Cup? USA 1994: cost $0.5B, FIFA revenue ~$1.3B. Brazil 2014: cost
$15B, FIFA revenue $5.7B. Qatar 2022: cost $220B, FIFA revenue $5.77B. The host bears construction
costs; FIFA keeps tournament revenue. Source: Statista, FIFA official 2026. $220BQatar cost $5.77BFIFA

revenue
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For expensive hosts, the economics are far less favourable. Brazil 2014's $15 billion spend did not produce
a clear economic return, and the protests reflected public frustration that the money could have funded
schools, hospitals, and transport for residents rather than stadiums. Qatar's $220 billion is essentially
impossible to recoup through tournament revenue alone - but Qatar never intended to; the spending was a

national development and global soft-power strategy, with the World Cup as the showcase and deadline.

Economists generally caution that mega-event hosting rarely delivers the economic boost that bid
committees promise. The tourism boost is often temporary, displaced spending is common (locals avoid
host cities during the event), and the infrastructure built is not always optimally located for long-term
economic use. The most reliable economic returns come from hosts who, like the USA, minimise new
construction and leverage what they already have. This is precisely the model the 2026 co-hosts are
following, and it represents a marked departure from the spending excesses of Qatar 2022 and Brazil 2014.
The tourism impact analysis for the 2026 tournament is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact

analysis. The broader global economy context is in our global economy analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup Hosting Costs - Key Statistics 1994-2022

FIFA World Cup hosting cost ranking most expensive Qatar Brazil Russia Japan all editions comparison
World Cup Hosting Cost Ranking 1994-2022 (USD Billions, Log Scale) Qatar 2022: $220B. Brazil 2014:
$15B. Russia 2018: $11.6B. Korea/Japan 2002: $7B. Germany 2006: $4.3B. S.Africa 2010: $3.6B. France
1998: $2.3B. USA 1994: $0.5B. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. $220BQatar (highest)

$220BQatar 2022 - Most Expensive Sporting Event in Human HistoryQatar 2022 cost ~$220B, 19x the
previous World Cup. Only $6.5-10B was stadiums; the rest funded a metro, airport, and new city. Most
expensive sporting event ever held. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022. ~$44BAll World Cups 1994-
2018 Combined - Still 5x Less Than Qatar AloneThe seven World Cups from 1994 to 2018 cost
approximately $44B combined ($0.5B + $2.3B + $7B + $4.3B + $3.6B + $15B + $11.6B). Qatar 2022 alone
cost 5x this combined total. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports. $6.5-10BQatar Stadium Cost - Just 4% of
the $220 Billion TotalOf Qatar's $220B, only $6.5-10B (about 4%) went to the eight stadiums. The other
96 % funded national infrastructure: Doha Metro, Hamad airport, roads, hotels, and the new city of Lusail.
Source: Front Office Sports, etvbharat 2026. ~$14B (2026)2026 Estimate - Far Below Qatar Thanks to
Existing US InfrastructureUSA/Mexico/Canada 2026 is estimated at $5-13.9B - far below Qatar despite

being a larger 48-team tournament, because North America already has stadiums and infrastructure.
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Source: belN Sports, etvbharat 2026. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Hosting Costs

An estimated $220 billion - the most expensive World Cup and sporting event in history, nearly 19x any
previous tournament and 5x all World Cups from 1994-2018 combined. Most went to national infrastructure
(Doha Metro, Hamad airport expansion, roads, hotels, and the new city of Lusail), with only $6.5-10B on the

eight stadiums. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports 2022.

Qatar 2022 at ~$220 billion. The second most expensive was Brazil 2014 ($15B), then Russia 2018
($11.6B), Korea/Japan 2002 ($7B), and Germany 2006 ($4.3B). Qatar's cost was nearly 19 times the
previous World Cup and 5 times all World Cups from 1994-2018 combined - making it not just the most
expensive World Cup but the most expensive sporting event ever staged. Source: Statista, Front Office

Sports 2022.

USA 1994 at around $500 million - because the United States already had world-class NFL stadiums and
infrastructure. France 1998 ($2.3B) was the next cheapest, also using mostly existing facilities. Source:

Statista, Front Office Sports.

Most of the $220 billion went to national infrastructure, not stadiums. Stadium construction was $6.5-
10B. The rest funded a new metro, airport expansion, roads, hotels, and the entirely new city of Lusail.

Qatar used the World Cup to accelerate decades of national development. Source: Statista, etvbharat 2026.

Approximately $15 billion - the second most expensive World Cup. The spending on stadiums and
infrastructure sparked mass street protests over public priorities, and several stadiums became costly

"white elephants" with little use after the tournament. Source: Statista, belN Sports 2026.

An estimated $5-13.9 billion - far less than Qatar despite being a larger 48-team tournament. The USA,
Mexico, and Canada already have stadiums and infrastructure, so spending focuses on security,

renovations, and logistics across 16 host cities. Source: belN Sports, etvbharat 2026.

No - the host nation pays the hosting costs, including stadiums and infrastructure. FIFA earns revenue
from broadcasting, sponsorship, and tickets, while the host bears the construction costs. This is why

hosting can be financially risky for the host nation. Source: Statista, Front Office Sports.

An official budget of $11.6 billion (some estimates reach $14B), spent on stadiums and transport across 11
host cities. This was less than Brazil 2014's $15B despite Russia building substantial new infrastructure

across its vast geography. Source: Statista, theafricandream 2022.
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Only $6.5-10 billion of the $220 billion - about 4% - went to the eight stadiums. The other 96% funded
national infrastructure: the Doha Metro, airport expansion, roads, hotels, and the new city of Lusail. The
"$220B World Cup cost" is really national development spending. Source: Front Office Sports, etvbharat

2026.

Not steadily. Costs rose from $0.5B (1994) but fluctuated - Germany 2006 ($4.3B) cost less than
Korea/Japan 2002 ($7B), and South Africa 2010 ($3.6B) was cheaper still. The big jumps came with Brazil
2014, Russia 2018, and especially Qatar 2022. 2026 is expected to drop back to $5-14B. Source: Statista,

Front Office Sports.
Sources

Statista / Front Office Sports - Total Cost of Hosting the FIFA World Cup 1994-2022 - Primary source for all
hosting cost figures by year. Original data from Front Office Sports. Published April 2022, accessed 2026.
+-10%.

Front Office Sports - The Most Expensive World Cup in History - Source for full cost series ($0.5B USA to
$220B Qatar), Qatar stadium cost range ($6.5-10B). Published November 2022.

belN Sports - How Much Does It Cost to Host a World Cup (May 2026) - Source for 2026 cost estimate

($12B+), Germany/South Africa/Brazil/Qatar figures. Published May 14, 2026.

ETV Bharat - Cost of Hosting the Football World Cup (May 2026) - Source for Qatar infrastructure
breakdown ($220B, metro, Lusail), 2026 estimate ($13.9B), Russia $14.2B. Published May 2026.

Costs are total host-nation expenditure including stadiums and infrastructure, in nominal USD (not inflation-
adjusted). Definitions of "total cost" vary by source - some include national infrastructure (roads, airports,
metros), some only tournament-specific spending. Qatar's $220B is mostly national infrastructure;
stadiums were $6.5-10B. FIFA does not pay hosting costs. Estimates differ between sources; +-10%. Not

investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

World Cup 2026 Tourism: Forecasts vs Final
Results

Updated Oct 11, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-2026-tourism-impact

6.81M 99.7% -7.0%

STADIUM ATTENDANCE SEATS FILLED US OVERSEAS ARRIVALS, JULY

S680M +28.6% $3.5B

EXTRA US ROOM REVENUE CANADA ARRIVALS FROM TEAM NY AND NJ ECONOMIC IMPACT
NATIONS

Overview

From forecast to final whistle

The 2026 FIFA World Cup ran from 11 June to 19 July 2026 across 16 stadiums: 11 in the United States,
three in Mexico and two in Canada. It was the first edition with 48 teams and 104 matches, and the first
shared by three countries. The match schedule and venues are covered in our guide to the 2026 World

Cup and in our breakdown of matches by city and country.

Most of the data needed to test the tourism forecasts have now been published: attendance, monthly
arrivals from all three hosts, hotel data, card spending and the first host city studies. This report sets

projections and outcomes side by side.

104Matches played78 in the US, 13 each in Canada and Mexico.9M+Fan Festival visitsFIFA, all three host

countries. Forecast Scorecard

The forecast scorecard: what was promised and what arrived

The forecasts came from several sources with very different methods. The most cited were a FIFA and
World Trade Organization study prepared by OpenEconomics in April 2025, which put the contribution to
global GDP at up to 40.9 billion dollars, 824,000 full-time equivalent jobs worldwide and 17.2 billion dollars
of US GDP, and a Tourism Economics briefing from November 2025 that projected 1.24 million international

visitors to the US. These were model results and cannot all be checked.
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The chart shows four cases where the same scope was measured before and after the event.

World Cup 2026: Pre-Event Projections vs Post-Event Estimates (billion US dollars)Each pair compares the

same scope; hotel figures compare a Tourism Economics forecast with an HVS estimate.

Data:

Tourism Economics (New York and New Jersey; hotel forecast of about 900 million dollars); HVS (680

million dollars); Deloitte Mexico (earlier figure derived from its statement that the result was 7 percent

lower); Visit Seattle (first forecast).

Note:

all are model estimates. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Close at city level, lower for hotels: New York and New Jersey beat their forecast by 6 percent, while

extra hotel room revenue came in about a quarter below the national projection.

PROJECTION (AUTHOR, DATE)

PROJECTED VALUE

OUTCOME MEASURE
(AUTHOR)

OUTCOME

Stadium attendance (FIFA and

WTO, April 2025)

International visitors to the US

(Tourism Economics, Nov 2025)

US international arrivals 2026

(NTTO forecast, April 2026)

US host hotel room revenue

(Tourism Economics, Nov 2025)

New York and New Jersey impact

(Tourism Economics, July 2025)

Mexico tourists (Sectur, June

2025)

Mexico international visitors in

June (Sectur, June 2026)

Global GDP (FIFA and WTO, April
2025)

6.5 million

1.24 million, of which

742,000 incremental

+3.2% total; +1.6%

overseas

about 900 million

dollars

3.3 billion dollars

5.5 million

more than 10 million

up to 40.9 billion

dollars
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Official attendance (FIFA)

No direct count published

Monthly arrivals (NTTO)

Incremental rooms revenue

(HVS)

Post-event study (Tourism

Economics)

Host city travellers (Sectur) /

World Cup tourists (Deloitte)

International travellers (INEGI)

Not measured after the event

6,810,966

Overseas arrivals -1.8% in

June, -7.0% in July (NTTO)

Overseas -4.9% January

to July

680 million dollars

3.5 billion dollars

3.3 million tourists /

494,000

8.19 million

Not available
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The pattern is consistent: measures tied to the event itself, such as crowds and local spending, met
expectations, while measures that needed extra long-haul visitors, such as overseas arrivals and hotel
occupancy, fell short. The money the hosts spent to stage the event is covered separately in our analysis

of World Cup investment spending.

Stadium Crowds

Stadium crowds: the one forecast that was beaten

FIFA reported a total attendance of 6,810,966 after the final in New York New Jersey on 19 July 2026, an
average of 65,490 per match. Stadiums were 99.7 percent full across the 16 venues. That is nearly double
the 1994 record of about 3.59 million. FIFA also counted more than 9 million visits to its Fan Festivals, more

than 4.5 million of them in Mexico.

Total World Cup Attendance by Tournament, 1994 to 2026 (million)1994 to 2022 had 52 or 64 matches;
2026 had 104.

Data:

FIFA. 1994: 3,587,538; 2006: 3,359,439; 2010: 3,178,856; 2014: 3,429,873; 2018: 3,031,768; 2022:
3,404,252; 2026: 6,810,966. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Twice the old record: 40 extra matches and large NFL stadiums pushed attendance to 6.81 million.

Attendance is not the same as tourism. Tourism Economics assumed international fans would fill about 40
percent of seats and attend two matches each. FIFA has not published a breakdown of ticket holders by
country of residence, so the international share of the 6.81 million remains unknown. Scoring records from

the tournament are tracked in our data on goals scored at every World Cup.

US Arrivals

International arrivals to the US: no visible World Cup wave

The most direct test of the visitor forecasts is the monthly arrival count from the National Travel and
Tourism Office (NTTO). In June 2026, when 57 of the 78 US matches were played, total international
arrivals rose 2.7 percent to 5.4 million, but overseas arrivals, which exclude Canada and Mexico, fell 1.8
percent to 2,751,222. In July, total arrivals were flat at 6,248,242 (-0.1 percent) and overseas arrivals

dropped 7.0 percent to about 3.09 million.
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International Arrivals to the US, Change vs Same Month of 2025 (%)Preliminary NTTO data; overseas

excludes Canada and Mexico.

Data:

National Travel and Tourism Office, US Department of Commerce.
Note:

changes as published by NTTO against revised 2025 counts. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the

table for exact figures.

A brief easing, then a deeper fall: the overseas decline narrowed from 6.5 percent in May to 1.8 percent in

June, then widened to 7.0 percent in July.

The overseas decline narrowed by almost five points between May and June, a small tournament effect on
top of a weak trend. Tourism Economics had expected the event to add a 10 percent boost to June arrival

growth and about 200,000 incremental visitors in July. Total arrivals grew 2.7 percent in June and fell in

July, so the projected surge is not visible in the official count.

TOTAL ARRIVALS OVERSEAS ARRIVALS CANADA MEXICO
May 2026 5,761,256 (+2.3%) 2,765,264 (-6.5%) 1,334,774 (+2.7%) 1,661,218 (+21.0%)
June 2026 about 5.4 million (+2.7%) 2,751,222 (-1.8%) 1,124,176 (+0.7%) 1,540,494 (+13.6%)
July 2026 6,248,242 (-0.1%) about 3.09 million (-7.0%) 1,465,644 (+7.6%) 1,696,679 (+8.0%)
January to July 2026  n/a 18.3 million (about -4.9%) n/a n/a

The longer view is just as clear. NTTO forecast in April 2026 that overseas arrivals would rise 1.6 percent
for the full year, partly because of the World Cup. From January to July, overseas arrivals were about 18.3
million against 19.24 million a year earlier, a fall of nearly a million visitors. Broader trends in inbound and

corporate trips are covered in our report on business travel in the US.

Source Markets

Which countries sent more visitors, and which sent fewer

The tournament changed who travelled more than how many. In June 2026 the United Kingdom sent
331,535 visitors to the US, up about 17 percent on June 2025, and tourism arrivals from Colombia rose

about 23 percent. Colombia, whose team played in both the US and Canada, had one of the largest
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travelling followings. Tourism arrivals from Brazil and India, by contrast, fell.

Tourism Arrivals to the US by Country, June 2026 vs June 2025 (%)The five largest overseas tourism

markets in June.
Data:

NTTO. Colombia 143,042 vs 116,544; UK 284,458 vs 237,677; Japan 119,906 vs 111,072; India 159,204 vs
166,527; Brazil 133,339 vs 149,179.

Note:

calculated from published counts; NTTO may revise 2025 figures. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the

table for exact figures.

Fans moved, others stayed home: Colombian and British tourism arrivals rose by around a fifth, while

Brazil fell more than 10 percent.

July, the knockout month with only 21 US matches, looked weaker. British tourism arrivals were up less
than 1 percent on July 2025, Brazilian arrivals were flat and Japanese arrivals fell about 4 percent. French
tourism arrivals dropped to 122,144 from 164,222 a year earlier, a fall of about a quarter. The full list of

qualified teams by confederation is in our data on World Cup teams by confederation.

Card data point the same way. Visa reported that cross-border transactions in host cities rose nearly 20
percent during the tournament, led by cardholders from Colombia, Puerto Rico, the United Kingdom,

Argentina and Brazil.

Canada

Canada: a measurable lift from the countries that played there

Canada hosted 13 matches in Toronto and Vancouver, 10 of them in June. Statistics Canada is the only host
statistics office that published a direct World Cup measure: arrivals from the countries whose teams played
on Canadian soil. In June, arrivals from those 15 overseas countries rose 28.6 percent, about 33,600 more
than in June 2025, with Panama, Australia and Germany accounting for 67.1 percent of the increase. In

July, air arrivals from the five overseas countries that played in Canada rose 18.7 percent, or about 6,700.

Arrivals to Canada, Change vs Same Month of 2025 (%)June covers 15 team countries; July covers air

arrivals from 5 team countries.

Data:
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Statistics Canada, releases of 11 and 20 August 2026.
Note:

June figures are from the full monthly release; July figures are preliminary (air and automobile only).

Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

A clear, targeted effect: visitors from team nations grew five to eight times faster than overseas arrivals as

a whole.

The Statistics Canada consumer price index showed traveller accommodation prices up 10.1 percent year
on year in June, compared with 2.5 percent in May, driven by Ontario (+19.4 percent) and British Columbia
(+20.0 percent). Visa measured match-day spending peaks of 24.6 percent in Toronto, on the day

Germany played there, and 12.7 percent in Vancouver.

Overseas arrivals as a whole rose a more modest 3.4 percent in June, to about 811,000. Before the event,
BC Stats projected about 196,000 extra out-of-province overnight visitors to British Columbia during the
tournament and 795 million Canadian dollars of provincial GDP in the event period. No post-event figure

has yet been published to compare with that projection.

Mexico

Mexico: one tournament, three very different visitor counts

Mexico hosted 13 matches in Mexico City, Guadalajara and Monterrey, including the opening match. In
June 2025 the tourism secretary, Josefina Rodriguez Zamora, gave the official estimate: 5.5 million

tourists, more than 1 billion dollars in visitor spending and 24,000 direct jobs.

World Cup Tourists in Mexico: Official and Independent Estimates (million)Sectur counts all overnight

travellers in host cities; Deloitte counts trips made because of the World Cup.
Data:

Sectur (13 June 2025; 22 July 2026); Deloitte (16 July 2026).

Note:

scopes differ. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

A counting problem, not just a shortfall: the official host city total is almost seven times the Deloitte

estimate of tourists who came for the World Cup.
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Sectur reported 7.8 million domestic and international travellers in the three host cities from 8 June to 19
July, of whom 3.3 million were overnight tourists and 4.5 million day visitors. It put the total economic
impact at 65 billion pesos, of which 42.3 billion pesos, about 2.41 billion dollars, came from tourism. Hotel
occupancy in host cities averaged 66 percent, up 13 percent on the same period of 2025, and average

room rates rose 51.5 percent.

Deloitte, by contrast, estimated that about 494,000 tourists travelled because of the World Cup, 296,000
from within Mexico and 198,000 from abroad, against its earlier estimate of 836,000. It put the economic
impact at 2.54 billion dollars, or 0.12 percent of GDP, 7 percent below its February calculation, and 101,255
temporary jobs. The gap is mainly definitional: Sectur counted everyone staying in host cities, Deloitte only

trips caused by the event.

INDICATOR JUNE 2026 CHANGE JULY 2026 CHANGE
International travellers entering Mexico 8,189,014 +2.1% 8,651,372 +2.9%
International tourists 412,469 +1.1% 4,407,264 +3.8%
Non-border tourists arriving by air 1,751,818 -5.3% 1,850,258 -5.7%
Total spending by international travellers 2,912.5 million dollars +5.9% 2,961.3 million dollars -1.3%
Average spending per traveller 355.7 dollars +3.7% 342.3 dollars -4.1%

National statistics show little extra international demand. INEGI counted 8.19 million international travellers
entering Mexico in June, 22 percent below the more than 10 million the tourism secretary had expected for
the month. International tourists arriving by air, the group most likely to include long-haul fans, fell 5.3

percent in June and 5.7 percent in July.

Hotels

US hotels: higher prices, fewer extra guests

In a survey of hoteliers in the 11 US host markets published at the end of April 2026, the American Hotel and
Lodging Association (AHLA) found that 80 percent of respondents said bookings were tracking below their
initial forecasts, and 65 to 70 percent said visa barriers and geopolitical concerns were holding back

international demand. In Kansas City, 85 to 90 percent reported a below-expectation pace.

The results confirmed a rate-driven outcome. HVS, using CoStar data, compared each host market during

its match weeks with a baseline built from 2025 performance and the trend in early 2026. Occupancy fell
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against that baseline in seven of the 11 markets, from 6.3 points in Seattle to 0.5 points in Boston. Only Los
Angeles (+1.0), Dallas (+0.7) and San Francisco (+0.3) gained occupancy, and New York was essentially
unchanged. Average daily rates rose in every market, from 8.31 dollars in Atlanta to 62.27 dollars in New

York, so RevPAR rose everywhere.

Hotel RevPAR Change in US Host Markets During World Cup Match Weeks (%)Revenue per available room

vs a counterfactual 2026 baseline.

Data:

HVS, How the 2026 FIFA World Cup Changed US Hotel Markets (August 2026).
Note:

window runs from three days before the first match to three days after the last match in each city.

Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Every market gained on price: Kansas City led with a 43 percent RevPAR gain despite a 4.6 point drop in

occupancy.

HVS put total incremental rooms revenue at about 680 million dollars, roughly half of it in New York, where
the final was played. Tourism Economics had projected close to 900 million dollars of extra room revenue
across US markets, with June gains of 7 to 25 percent in host cities. The methods differ, but both point to

gains built on rates, not guests.

Share of the 680 Million Dollars in Extra US Hotel Room Revenue by MarketValues in million US dollars; the

six smaller markets each earned 8.2 to 23.7 million.
Data:

HVS analysis of CoStar data.

Note:

the remainder is a BusinessStats calculation. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact

figures.

One city, half the gain: New York, host of the final and eight matches, captured about half of all extra room

revenue.

CoStar reported US occupancy of 69.6 percent in June 2026, up 1.6 percent, with ADR up 6.7 percent and

ReVvPAR up 8.4 percent, the strongest rate gains since March 2023, helped by the World Cup. In July, New
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York posted the largest ADR rise of the top 25 markets, up 24 percent to 351.18 dollars, and on the
Saturday night before the final it reached record single-day figures of 95.7 percent occupancy and 610.48
dollars ADR. Marriott reported US and Canada RevPAR up 5 percent in the second quarter, the highest

quarterly increase for the region in 13 quarters.

Visitor Spending

Visitor spending: up in host cities, flat nationally

Before the event, a US Travel Association survey of more than 9,500 potential visitors in 10 markets found
that international World Cup travellers expected to spend more than 5,000 dollars per person, about 1.7

times a typical international trip. That was an intention, not a projection, and national figures show no jump.
NTTO recorded international visitor spending in the US of about 21.0 billion dollars in June, up 2.3 percent,

and about 20.4 billion dollars in July, down nearly 1 percent.

Inside host cities the picture is brighter. Bank of America Institute card data show spending in host cities up
about 5 percent over the tournament, with spending by non-local visitors up more than 17 percent and

Kansas City recording the largest gain at 7 percent. Restaurants and bars were the clearest winners.

Strong local spending alongside flat national figures points to displacement: money shifted to host cities
and match days, and some regular visitors stayed away. Total FIFA income from the tournament is a

separate subject, covered in our report on FIFA revenue.

Air Travel

Air travel: busy routes, but fewer foreign passengers into the US

NTTO counts of non-US citizen air passengers arriving in the US were 4.4 million in June 2026, up 0.2
percent, and 5.1 million in July, down 3.0 percent. Air traffic between the US and Europe, counting both
directions, fell 0.6 percent in June and 2.6 percent in July, and US to Mexico traffic fell 5.4 percent in July.
In Canada, overseas residents arriving by air rose 5.8 percent in June and 6.8 percent in July, while air

fares in the consumer price index were 9.6 percent higher in June.

Mexican host airports saw the clearest gains. Monterrey airport reported international traffic up 10.3
percent in June, with weekly growth peaking at 25.5 percent in the last full week of the month. Guadalajara
handled 649,700 international passengers in July, 15.2 percent more than a year earlier, and its total traffic

grew 13.2 percent. With national air tourist arrivals down, traffic appears to have shifted toward host cities
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rather than grown overall. Long-term trends in how travellers book are covered in our data on the online

travel market.

Host City Reports

Host city reports: the first post-event studies

By October 2026 only a few host cities had published post-event studies, all based on models. The most
detailed came from New York and New Jersey, where Tourism Economics estimated a total impact of
about 3.5 billion dollars, against its own 3.3 billion dollar projection of July 2025. Direct spending was about
1.9 billion dollars, including 653 million on lodging, 346 million on food and drink and 264 million on retail.
More than 645,000 fans attended the eight matches, the study counted 626,300 non-local visitors and

estimated 27,424 jobs supported.

HOST AREA PRE-EVENT PROJECTION POST-EVENT RESULT AUTHOR

New York and 3.3 billion dollars 3.5 billion dollars; 27,424 jobs; 759 Tourism Economics

New Jersey million dollars in taxes

Seattle and King 929 million dollars, later 846 889 million dollars; close to 20,000 Visit Seattle

County million jobs

Mexico, three host 5.5 million tourists; over 1 3.3 million tourists; 42.3 billion pesos  Sectur

cities billion dollars tourism impact

Philadelphia over 770 million dollars; 6,615  more than 500,000 visitors Philadelphia Soccer 2026 /
jobs (estimate); impact still being Pennsylvania DCED

calculated

Kansas City 653 million dollars; 650,000 card spending +7% (Bank of KC2026
unique visitors America); RevPAR +43.1% (HVS)

British Columbia 795 million Canadian dollars not yet published BC Stats

GDP in event period
Houston n/a first two weeks: hotel occupancy Houston First

down nearly 2%, ADR up 16%

Visit Seattle first forecast 929 million dollars, cut the estimate to 846 million because it expected fewer
international visitors and less capital spending, and then reported 889 million dollars after the event, with

109 million dollars in state and local taxes. Yet CoStar data show Seattle hotel occupancy averaged 73.9
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percent during its four weeks of matches, 6.9 points lower than a year earlier, before jumping to 90.5
percent in the first full week after the tournament. Venue details are in our guide to World Cup host cities

and countries.

Why Forecasts Missed

Why the visitor forecasts missed
The evidence points to four reasons why visitor numbers fell short while stadiums were full.
What the data suggest

e Displacement: event demand pushed out regular visitors. In Atlanta, CoStar recorded about 61,000
fewer room nights in the week of 12 to 18 July than a year earlier, mostly because group demand fell

41.4 percent.

e A weak base for long-haul travel: overseas arrivals to the US were already falling before the tournament,

down 6.5 percent in May, and the World Cup only narrowed that decline for one month.

e Entry barriers and perception: in the AHLA survey, 65 to 70 percent of hoteliers cited visa barriers and

geopolitical concerns as a drag on international demand.

e Local and regional crowds: Visa and Bank of America data show strong spending by fans from the
Americas and by domestic visitors, who often drove in, stayed with friends or made day trips that do not

show up as overseas arrivals or hotel nights.

The size of the stadiums also mattered. With 104 matches, most of them in large NFL stadiums, the
tournament could sell out without a matching rise in foreign visitors, because tickets were bought in large
numbers by residents of the host countries. That is why attendance exceeded its forecast while arrivals did
not. Public interest in the event in the United States is tracked in our data on American interest in the 2026

World Cup.

Global GDP figures such as the 40.9 billion dollars from FIFA and the WTO include indirect effects and
spillovers and will not be checked against national accounts. Readers comparing host economies with past
tournaments can find the cost side in our analysis of World Cup host costs and the earlier investment

budgets.

Lessons and Legacy
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Lessons and legacy: what to watch next

Tourism Economics described the likely result in an April 2026 brief as a temporary, sector-specific boost
with minimal lasting economic impact, and the summer data support that reading. The longer-term case for
hosting rests on image and repeat visits, which take years to measure. BC Stats, for example, projected
732,000 to 795,000 additional overnight visitors to British Columbia from 2027 to 2031, more than the

196,000 it expected during the event itself.

For the US, the next test is whether international arrivals recover in 2027 without a major event to support
them. For Mexico, the gap between the Sectur and Deloitte counts shows the need for a common method
for measuring event tourism. The players and teams who drew those crowds earned record payouts, set

out in our report on World Cup prize money, while long-run trends in travel are covered in our overview of

global tourism.

FAQ

Questions about the tourism results of the 2026 World Cup

FIFA reported a total attendance of 6,810,966 at the 104 matches, an average of 65,490 per match, with

stadiums 99.7 percent full.

Not at the national level. NTTO data show overseas arrivals down 1.8 percent in June 2026 and 7.0 percent

in July compared with 2025.

Tourism Economics projected 1.24 million international visitors to the US in November 2025, of whom

742,000 would be incremental trips.

HVS estimates about 680 million dollars of incremental rooms revenue in the 11 US host markets during

match weeks, roughly half of it in New York.

Mostly not. HVS found that occupancy fell against its baseline in 7 of 11 US host markets, with Seattle down

6.3 points, while room rates rose in every market.
Tourism Economics estimated about 3.5 billion dollars, above its 3.3 billion dollar projection.

Statistics Canada reported that arrivals from the 15 overseas countries whose teams played in Canada rose

28.6 percent in June 2026.

Estimates differ. Sectur counted 7.8 million travellers in the host cities, including 3.3 million tourists, while

Deloitte estimated 494,000 tourists who travelled because of the World Cup, 198,000 of them from abroad.
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A FIFA and WTO study from April 2025 projected up to 40.9 billion dollars of global GDP and about

824,000 full-time equivalent jobs. It has not been measured since.
Sources
FIFA - attendance (July 2026) and FIFA and WTO impact study (April 2025).

National Travel and Tourism Office (NTTO) - arrivals, air passengers, travel exports and Spring 2026

forecast.
Statistics Canada - international arrivals to Canada, June and July 2026; Consumer Price Index, June 2026.
INEGI - Encuesta de Viajeros Internacionales, June and July 2026.

Tourism Economics (Oxford Economics) - visitor and hotel projections (November 2025) and the New York

and New Jersey post-event study (August 2026).

HVS - How the 2026 FIFA World Cup Changed US Hotel Markets (August 2026), based on CoStar data.
CoStar - weekly and monthly US hotel performance, June and July 2026.

American Hotel and Lodging Association - FIFA World Cup 2026 hotel outlook survey (April 2026).
Visa - host city spending data for the US, Canada and Mexico (July and August 2026).

Bank of America Institute - On the ball: World Cup 2026 final score (August 2026).

US Travel Association - World Cup traveller survey (April 2026).

Deloitte Mexico - economic impact of the World Cup in Mexico (July 2026).

Secretaria de Turismo (Sectur) - World Cup projection (June 2025) and host city balance (July 2026).
BC Stats - FIFA 2026 economic impact assessment (June 2026).

Office of the Governor of New York - release of the Tourism Economics regional impact study (26 August

2026).

Visit Seattle, KC2026, Philadelphia Soccer 2026 and the Pennsylvania DCED, Houston First, Marriott

International (Q2 2026 results), GAP and OMA airport traffic reports.

Projections are labelled with author and date. Impact studies are model estimates; arrival data are
preliminary. Country changes are BusinessStats calculations. Untraceable claims from the previous edition

have been removed.
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STATISTICS REPORT

FIFA net income 2015-2026

Updated Jun 9, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-net-income

$1.84B $1.82B -$601M

2022 NET INCOME (RECORD) 2018 NET INCOME 2020 LOSS (PANDEMIC)

$13B li-yr $3B+

2023-26 CYCLE REVENUE WORLD CUP CYCLE 2026 PROJECTED

Overview

How FIFA's Net Income Swings Across the World Cup Cycle

FIFA's bottom line behaves unlike that of almost any corporation, because the organisation lives and dies
by a four-year rhythm. As football's world governing body, FIFA earns the overwhelming share of its money
from selling the broadcasting, marketing and sponsorship rights to the men's World Cup, and under its
accounting rules most of that income is booked in the year the tournament is actually played. The resultis a
net income line that lurches from deep red in the quiet years to enormous black in the World Cup years.
The full revenue picture behind these swings is set out in our revenue of the football association FIFA

analysis, which shows the same dramatic four-year peaks.

Between 2015 and 2026 the pattern is unmistakable. FIFA posted losses in 2015 and 2016 amid the fallout
from its corruption scandal, then a profit of about $1.82 billion in the 2018 Russia World Cup year. The cycle
repeated: losses through the pandemic-hit early 2020s, then a record $1.84 billion profit in the 2022 Qatar
World Cup year. The 2026 tournament, the first 48-team edition, is projected to deliver FIFA's largest
annual surplus yet. This whole financial machine sits inside the wider organisation profiled in our FIFA

statistics and facts overview, where the scale of the modern World Cup becomes clear.

FIFA net income by year 2015 2026 profit loss World Cup barFIFA Net Income by Year, 2015-2026FIFA net

income by year 2015 2026 profit loss World Cup bar $1.84B2022 (record)
Note: net result in US dollars, millions; 2026 is a projection. Negative bars are losses.

Read across the chart, the cyclicality is the whole story. The two towering profits of 2018 and 2022 are not

signs of a business growing steadily but of revenue concentrated into a single year, with the surrounding
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years running deficits as costs continue without matching income. This is by design, not distress: the World
Cup year covered in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis is when the contracts signed across the whole
cycle finally land on the books. Judging FIFA on any single year is therefore misleading, which is why the
organisation reports its finances on a four-year cycle basis. The organisation's own decision to publish
four-year figures, rather than emphasise single years, is a tacit acknowledgement of just how misleading
any one year can be. Investors in a conventional company would find such candour about volatility almost

unthinkable.

It is also important to remember what FIFA's net income represents. FIFA is a non-profit association, so its
surplus is not profit returned to owners but money set aside for reinvestment in football, from development
grants to prize money and competition costs. A strong World Cup year builds reserves; the lean years draw
them down as that money is spent. Seen this way, the volatile net income line is really a measure of how
much FIFA banks in each cycle to fund the global game, rather than a conventional corporate profit-and-
loss statement, and it should be read against the organisation's spending and reserves rather than in
isolation. That distinction, between a surplus held in trust for the game and a profit owned by shareholders,

is central to reading FIFA's accounts correctly.

Full Data Table

FIFA Revenue and Net Income by Year

FIFA Revenue and Net Income, 2015-2026 (USD million)Click any column to sort

YEAR REVENUE ($M) NET INCOME ($M) NOTE

2015 1,153 -122 Scandal, legal costs
2016 550 -369 Legal costs peak
2017 734 -192 Pre-World Cup year
2018 4,641 +1,816 Russia World Cup
2019 766 +166 New cycle begins
2020 267 -601 Pandemic low

2021 766 -158 Pandemic recovery
2022 5,769 +1,840 Qatar World Cup
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2023 1,170 +212 New cycle begins

2024 483 -315 Non-World Cup year
2025 483 -110 Club World Cup year
2026* ~9,000 +3,200 World Cup, projected

The table lays the two lines side by side and makes the mechanism obvious. In each World Cup year,
revenue multiplies several times over, from a few hundred million in a quiet year to well over $4 billion, and
net income flips from loss to a large profit. The 2018 and 2022 columns dwarf every other row. The 2020
line, with revenue of just $267 million during the pandemic and a loss of around $600 million, marks the low
point of the period. The 2026 row, shown as a projection, is expected to set fresh records as the expanded
tournament lands on the books, completing a third successive cycle in which a single World Cup year
carries the financial weight of the entire four years. The contrast between the $267 million low and the

$5.77 billion peak, both inside the same cycle, captures the whole story in two numbers.

Revenue by Year

The Revenue Behind the Net Income

Net income cannot be understood without the revenue that produces it, and FIFA's revenue is even more
concentrated than its profit. In the World Cup year of 2018, FIFA booked $4.64 billion; in 2022 it booked
$5.77 billion. By contrast, 2020 collapsed to just $267 million as the pandemic struck. This extreme
lumpiness is the direct cause of the swinging net income, since costs are spread more evenly across the
cycle than income is. The tourism and economic activity that the tournament generates, explored in our
FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis, sits outside FIFA's own accounts but signals the scale of the
event driving these numbers. The revenue chart is, in effect, the engine that powers the net income line. No
other major sports body concentrates its income into a single year quite so completely as FIFA does around

the World Cup.

The mechanics behind these swings lie in how FIFA recognises revenue. Although the broadcasting and
sponsorship contracts that fund the World Cup are signed years in advance and span the full four-year
cycle, accounting rules require FIFA to recognise most of that income only when the tournament takes
place and the rights are delivered. A broadcaster paying for the 2022 Qatar World Cup, for example, sees
the bulk of that payment booked into FIFA's 2022 accounts, even if the contract was agreed in 2019. Costs,

by contrast, accrue more steadily throughout the cycle as FIFA runs its operations, funds development and
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prepares the tournament. The mismatch between steady costs and lumpy revenue is the entire reason the
net income line looks the way it does. Once that timing rule is understood, FIFA's apparently chaotic annual

results become entirely predictable.

FIFA revenue by year 2015 2025 World Cup spikes lineFIFA Revenue by Year, 2015-2025FIFA revenue by
year 2015 2025 World Cup spikes line $5.77B2022 peak$267M2020 low

Net Result by Cycle

Net Result by Four-Year Cycle

Because annual figures are so volatile, FIFA itself reports on a four-year basis, and at that level the picture
is far steadier and consistently positive. The 2015-2018 cycle delivered a cumulative net result of roughly
$1.13 billion, the 2019-2022 cycle around $1.25 billion, and the 2023-2026 cycle is projected to produce
close to $3 billion. Each cycle has been more profitable than the last, reflecting steadily rising World Cup
revenue, even as costs have grown. The spending side of this, including the money poured into staging the
tournament, is detailed in our FIFA World Cup investment and spending analysis. Viewed by cycle, FIFA is
not a volatile organisation at all but a steadily growing one, banking ever-larger surpluses to reinvest in the
game. On this smoothed basis, FIFA looks less like a gambler riding one event and more like a steadily

compounding institution.

This is why comparing FIFA to an ordinary company can be so misleading. A listed corporation aims for
smooth, predictable earnings growth, and a swing from a $600 million loss to a $1.8 billion profit would
signal a business in crisis or a sudden windfall. For FIFA, those same swings are entirely routine and built
into the model. Analysts and journalists who report a single year's loss as evidence of financial trouble, or a
single year's profit as a sign of runaway wealth, miss the point. The only meaningful unit of analysis for
FIFA is the four-year cycle, over which the organisation has been reliably and increasingly profitable for

more than a decade, regardless of how alarming or dazzling any individual year may appear on its own.

FIFA net result by four year cycle 2015 2026 barFIFA Cumulative Net Result, by CycleFIFA net result by four
year cycle 2015 2026 bar $3.0B2023-26 (proj.)

World Cup Year Profits
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The World Cup Years That Carry the Finances

The profits of the World Cup years are the financial anchor of every cycle. The 2018 Russia tournament
produced about $1.82 billion of net income, the 2022 Qatar tournament a record $1.84 billion, and the 2026
North American edition is projected to exceed $3 billion. Each of these single years generates more surplus
than the rest of its cycle combined, which is why the health of FIFA's finances rests so heavily on the
success of one event every four years. The prize money distributed from the 2022 tournament, a major
cost against that revenue, is broken down in our prize money distribution at the Qatar World Cup analysis.
The rising trajectory of these World Cup profits underlines the growing commercial power of the
tournament. Should the 2026 projection hold, a single tournament will have generated more surplus than

FIFA earned across entire cycles a decade earlier.

FIFA World Cup year net profit 2018 2022 2026 barNet Income in World Cup YearsFIFA World Cup year net
profit 2018 2022 2026 bar $3.2B2026 (proj.)

Reserves

How Net Income Builds FIFA's Reserves

The clearest way to see what net income actually does is to follow FIFA's reserves. Strong World Cup years
add to reserves; lean years draw them down. FIFA's reserves grew from around $1.5 billion in 2015 to a
peak of roughly $4 billion after the 2022 World Cup, and cash and reserves reached about $4.76 billion by
the end of 2024. In 2025, however, reserves fell back toward $2.7 billion as liabilities rose and FIFA
invested heavily, including in the expanded Club World Cup. The budgeting decisions behind this build-
and-spend pattern are examined in our FIFA World Cup investment budget analysis. The reserves line is, in
effect, the running total of FIFA's net income, smoothed across the cyclical peaks and troughs. Watching
the reserve balance is therefore the simplest way to judge whether a cycle has strengthened or weakened

FIFA's finances.

The early years of the period also tell a story of recovery. The losses of 2015 and 2016 came at the height
of the corruption scandal that engulfed FIFA's leadership, forced the resignation of long-serving president
Sepp Blatter, and triggered American and Swiss investigations. Legal bills ran into tens of millions, sponsors
grew nervous, and previous investments had to be written down. That FIFA returned to large surpluses by
2018 and rebuilt its reserves through the following cycle is a measure of how durable its core business
proved to be. The World Cup's commercial appeal recovered quickly once the governance turmoil

subsided, and revenue has since reached successive records, leaving the scandal-era losses as an
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aberration rather than a trend. The episode remains a cautionary reminder of how quickly reputational

damage can hit even a financially dominant governing body.

FIFA reserves equity over time 2015 2025 lineFIFA Reserves Over Time, 2015-2025FIFA reserves equity
over time 2015 2025 line $4.76B2024 peak$2.70B2025

Expenses

The Cost Side of the Ledger

If revenue is concentrated, expenses are far more evenly spread, which is precisely why non-World Cup
years show losses. FIFA's total expenses rose from about $5.29 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to $6.32
billion in 2019-2022, and are budgeted at roughly $10 billion for 2023-2026. These costs include the
enormous outlay of staging the World Cup, prize money to teams, and a fast-growing development budget
for member associations. The prize money component, one of the largest single line items in a tournament
year, is detailed in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis. Rising expenses are not a warning sign but
the deliberate result of FIFA channelling its growing revenue back into the game, in line with its non-profit

mandate. Far from hoarding cash, FIFA has consistently expanded what it spends in step with what it earns.

Much of FIFA's expanding cost base flows directly to its member associations and the wider football
pyramid. Through development programmes, every national federation receives funding intended to build
infrastructure, run youth competitions and grow the game in its territory. This redistribution is one of FIFA's
central purposes, and it is funded almost entirely by World Cup revenue. As the surplus has grown, so has
the amount available to send out to the 211 member associations, which helps explain why FIFA frames
rising revenue not as enrichment but as a larger pool to share. Critics question how effectively some of this
money is spent, but the principle of recycling tournament income into development is built into the

organisation's constitution and financial planning.

FIFA total expenses by cycle 2015 2026 barFIFA Total Expenses, by CycleFIFA total expenses by cycle
2015 2026 bar $10B2023-26 (proj.)

Cumulative Result

Cumulative Net Income Since 2015

Stacking each year's net income on top of the last reveals the underlying upward march beneath the

volatility. After dipping below zero through the loss-making years to 2017, FIFA's cumulative net income
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since 2015 jumped with the 2018 profit, dipped again through the pandemic, surged with the 2022 World
Cup, and is projected to reach well over $5 billion once the 2026 tournament is booked. The fan and
commercial interest fuelling this growth in the next World Cup is measured in our World Cup interest in the
US for 2026 analysis. The cumulative line strips away the year-to-year noise and shows FIFA steadily
accumulating surplus across more than a decade, each World Cup lifting the total to a new high. Each

successive World Cup has reset the cumulative total to a higher plateau than the one before it.

FIFA cumulative net income 2015 2026 lineCumulative Net Income Since 2015FIFA cumulative net income

2015 2026 line $5.4BBy 2026 (proj.)

Net Margin

FIFA's Net Margin by Cycle

Expressed as a share of revenue, FIFA's net result is remarkably healthy for a non-profit. The 2015-2018
cycle converted about 18% of its $6.42 billion revenue into surplus, the 2019-2022 cycle around 16% of its
record $7.57 billion, and the 2023-2026 cycle is budgeted to retain roughly 23% of its $13 billion target. A
rising margin in the current cycle reflects revenue growing faster than costs, even as FIFA expands its
competitions and development spending. The overall size of the pot funding these activities is captured in
our FIFA World Cup prize pot analysis. These margins show that, cycle for cycle, FIFA retains a substantial
slice of its income to reinvest, comfortably ahead of the break-even point a non-profit might be expected
to target. A margin of this size, sustained across cycles, would be the envy of many commercial sports

organisations.

Looking ahead, FIFA's financial model faces both opportunity and risk from its push into new competitions.
The expanded Club World Cup, staged for the first time in its enlarged format in 2025, was designed to
create a second major revenue stream alongside the men's World Cup, with a prize pool of around $1
billion. Whether such events ultimately add to FIFA's net income or strain its reserves remains an open
question, since they bring large costs as well as new income. The decline in reserves during 2025 suggests
the early phase of this expansion has been a net drain, even as it positions FIFA for future growth. How
these new tournaments perform commercially will shape the net income line in the cycles to come. For

now, the men's World Cup remains the undisputed centre of FIFA's finances.

FIFA net margin by cycle 2015 2026 percent barFIFA Net Margin, by CycleFIFA net margin by cycle 2015
2026 percent bar 18%2015-1823%2023-26*
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Revenue by Source

Where FIFA's Income Comes From

The composition of FIFA's revenue explains why its net income is tied so tightly to the World Cup.
Television broadcasting rights are by far the largest source, supplying around 45% of cycle revenue, with
marketing and sponsorship rights contributing roughly a quarter. Hospitality and ticketing, along with
licensing and other income, make up the remainder. Almost all of this is World Cup related, which is why
the tournament year dominates the accounts. The hospitality, catering and rights income tied directly to the
event is examined in our FIFA World Cup rights, hotel and catering analysis. With broadcasting and
sponsorship so dominant, FIFA's net income will continue to rise and fall with the global appetite for the
World Cup. Any shift in the value of World Cup broadcasting rights would feed almost immediately into

FIFA's reported net income.

FIFA revenue by source TV marketing hospitality donutFIFA Revenue by Source, per CycleFIFA revenue by

source TV marketing hospitality donut 45%TV rights

Development Spending

Where the Surplus Goes: Football Development

The final piece of the picture is what FIFA does with its net income, and a growing share goes to football
development. Through its FIFA Forward programme, the organisation has lifted development investment
from about $1.8 billion in the 2015-2018 cycle to $2.0 billion in 2019-2022 and $2.25 billion in the current
cycle, distributed to member associations and confederations worldwide. This spending is the practical
expression of FIFA's non-profit status: surpluses earned in World Cup years are recycled into the global
game. The rewards flowing to the teams that reach the tournament are set out in our FIFA World Cup
winners prize money analysis. Rising development spending is a direct consequence of rising net income,
and it explains why FIFA aims to keep growing the surplus rather than simply banking it. The link between a
strong World Cup and a generous development budget is the clearest justification for FIFA's entire financial

model.

The 2026 World Cup therefore carries unusually high financial stakes. As the first 48-team tournament,
spread across the United States, Canada and Mexico with 104 matches, it is expected to generate record
broadcasting and sponsorship income and to deliver FIFA's largest single-year surplus. The projected

result above $3 billion would lift cumulative net income to new highs and replenish reserves drawn down
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by recent investment. Yet the expanded format also brings higher costs, and the projection assumes the
commercial momentum of recent cycles continues. If 2026 delivers as expected, it will confirm the
durability of FIFA's cyclical model; if it falls short, it will be the first real test of whether that model can

absorb the organisation's rising ambitions.

FIFA football development investment FIFA Forward by cycle barFootball Development Investment, by

CycleFIFA football development investment FIFA Forward by cycle bar $2.25B2023-26 (proj.)

$1.84B2022 Net IncomeRecord, Qatar World Cup year. Source: FIFA 2026. -$601M2020 Net LossPandemic
low point. Source: FIFA 2026. $13B2023-26 RevenueRecord cycle budget. Source: FIFA 2026. 45%From

TV RightsLargest income source. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the figures describe an organisation whose finances are extraordinarily lumpy year to year
but steadily expanding cycle by cycle. FIFA's net income lurches from losses in quiet years to profits near
$2 billion in World Cup years, yet each four-year period has banked a larger surplus than the last, lifting
cumulative net income toward record highs by 2026. The volatility is structural, driven by an accounting
model that concentrates revenue into a single tournament year, and it is best read alongside FIFA's rising
reserves, expenses and development spending. For a non-profit charged with growing the global game,
the key questions ahead are whether the expanded 2026 World Cup delivers the projected record surplus,
whether new competitions like the enlarged Club World Cup add to or drain the reserves, and how much of

the growing pot ultimately reaches the member associations and players the money is meant to serve.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: FIFA Net Income 2015-2026

FIFA recorded a net income of about $1.84 billion in 2022, the World Cup year in Qatar, its largest annual
result in the period covered. This profit reflects FIFA's accounting method, under which most four-year
revenue from broadcasting and sponsorship is recognised in the year the World Cup is played. Source:

FIFA 2026.

FIFA operates on a four-year World Cup cycle and recognises the bulk of its broadcasting, marketing
and sponsorship revenue in the tournament year. As a result, the World Cup years of 2018 and 2022
produced profits well above $1.8 billion each, while the intervening non-World Cup years typically recorded

losses as costs continued without matching income. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Yes. FIFA recorded a net loss in 2020, estimated at around $600 million, as the COVID-19 pandemic cut
revenue to just $267 million while the organisation continued spending, including more than $1 billion on

pandemic relief for football. It was the weakest single year in the period. Source: FIFA 2026.

No. FIFA is a non-profit association that reinvests its surpluses into football development, competitions and
member associations rather than distributing profits to shareholders. Its reported net income is best
understood as the surplus available for reinvestment, which builds reserves in strong cycles and is drawn

down in weaker years. Source: FIFA 2026.

Across the full 2019-2022 cycle, FIFA recorded a cumulative net result of roughly $1.25 billion, on
record revenue of $7.57 billion. The large 2022 World Cup profit more than offset losses in 2020 and
2021, allowing FIFA to grow its reserves to a peak of around $4 billion by the end of the cycle. Source: FIFA

2026.

The 2026 World Cup year is projected to deliver FIFA's largest annual net income yet, potentially above
$3 billion, driven by the expanded 48-team tournament and a record cycle revenue budget of $13
billion. As with previous cycles, most of the 2023-2026 revenue is expected to land in the World Cup year.

The figure is a projection. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA recorded losses of about $122 million in 2015 and $369 million in 2016, driven largely by legal costs
from the American and Swiss corruption investigations, lost sponsorship income, and write-downs on
previous investments. These were the first years under a new accounting standard and reflected the

turmoil following the 2015 governance crisis. Source: FIFA 2026.

Television broadcasting rights are FIFA's single largest income source, accounting for roughly 45% of
cycle revenue, around $3.4 billion in the 2019-2022 cycle. Marketing and sponsorship rights make up
about a quarter, with hospitality, ticketing, licensing and other income making up the remainder. This

concentration explains why net income tracks the World Cup so closely. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA's reserves grew steadily through the 2015-2018 and 2019-2022 cycles, peaking at around $4
billion, and cash and reserves reached roughly $4.76 billion by the end of 2024. Reserves fell back
toward $2.7 billion in 2025 as liabilities rose and FIFA invested heavily, including in the expanded Club

World Cup. Source: FIFA 2026.

The figures are based on FIFA's published financial reports and reputable financial coverage. Confirmed
losses in 2015 and 2016 and the record World Cup year profits are well documented. Some annual net

results are approximate, and the 2026 figure is a projection based on the 2023-2026 cycle budget. FIFA's
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four-year accounting makes annual comparisons inherently volatile. Source: FIFA 2026.
Sources

FIFA Official Finances - Annual and Financial Reports - The primary source for FIFA's revenue, expenses,

net results and reserves across the cycles covered in this report.

FIFA annual and financial reports (2015-2025) - Source for reported revenue, net income and reserve

figures by year and by cycle.

Reputable financial coverage (CBC, Statista, Inside World Football) - Used to confirm the 2015 and 2016

losses, cycle revenue records and 2025 reserve movements.

Figures are FIFA's reported annual net results in U.S. dollars. Losses in 2015 and 2016 and the World Cup
year profits are well documented; some intervening annual net results are approximate. The 2026 figure is

a projection based on the $13 billion 2023-2026 cycle budget. FIFA is a non-profit. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

FIFA World Cup: financial contributions to
national teams and clubs 2002-2022

Updated May 29, 2026 - businesstats.com/fifa-world-cup-prize-money

S$649M + S$440M $209M

TOTAL FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO QATAR 2022 PRIZE POOL - DISTRIBUTED 2022 CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME - 440
TEAMS AND CLUBS AT QATAR 2022 TO 32 NATIONAL TEAMS CLUBS IN 51 COUNTRIES

$4.6M $355M 0 to $209M

MANCHESTER CITY - HIGHEST CLUB 2026 CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME - CLUB BENEFIT PROGRAMME GROWTH:
PAYMENT AT QATAR 2022 CONFIRMED BY FIFA/ECA 2002 LAUNCHED IN 2010

Overview

Financial contributions made by FIFA towards national teams and clubs
affected by the FIFA World Cup from 2002 to 2022

FIFA's financial contributions to national teams and clubs during World Cup cycles cover four distinct
categories. The prize pool is the most visible: the total prize money distributed to all 32 participating
nations based on performance. The preparation money is a per-association grant paid before the
tournament to help federations prepare their squads. The Club Benefit Programme (CBP) compensates
clubs for releasing their players to national teams. The Club Protection Programme (CPP) insures clubs

against financial losses when World Cup players are injured on international duty.

Together, these four streams represent FIFA's full financial footprint during each World Cup cycle beyond
just the headline prize money. Understanding the complete picture matters because the prize pool alone
understates FIFA's total commitment to national teams and clubs by a significant margin: at Qatar 2022,
clubs and associations collectively received over $260M beyond the headline $440M prize pool. At Qatar
2022, the combined total exceeded $649 million - with the prize pool ($440M) and Club Benefit
Programme ($209M) accounting for the vast majority. The prize money won by the champion specifically is

in our FIFA World Cup champions prize money analysis.
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The most transformative development across the 2002-2022 period has been the emergence and rapid
growth of the Club Benefit Programme - a programme that did not exist until 2010 and now accounts for
nearly one-third of FIFA's total financial distribution at each World Cup. In 2002 and 2006, clubs received
nothing from FIFA for releasing their players to national teams - despite those players potentially being
absent from club action for 6-8 weeks during the tournament period. This tension between FIFA's demands
on clubs and FIFA's financial obligations to clubs was a major source of conflict in the early 2000s. The
CBP was launched for the 2010 World Cup with approximately $40 million as a direct response to this
tension. By 2018 and 2022, it had grown to $209 million - making it nearly as large as the prize pool itself
relative to the overall financial footprint. For 2026, it has been agreed at $355 million, potentially overtaking

the prize pool as the single largest financial distribution stream.

FIFA World Cup financial contributions overview prize pool club benefit programme preparation money
2022 FIFA Financial Contributions Overview - 4 Programmes Compared (2002-2022) Prize Pool: $128M
(2002) to $440M (2022). Club CBP: $0 (2002) to $209M (2022). Prep Money: ~$30-50M stable. Club CPP:
~$2-12M. Total 2022: ~$711M. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-

5%. 4programmes

Prize Pool Club Benefit Programme Preparation Money Prize Pool$128M (2002) to $440M (2022) - Total
Prize Money to All 32 National TeamsPrize pool covers all 32 (or 16-32) teams, scaled by performance.
Champion gets the most, group stage exits the least. $440M at Qatar 2022 was the highest prize pool ever
for a 32-team tournament. Source: Statista/Sporting News, FIFA official. Prep Money~$50M Per Edition -
Fixed Grants to All Participating AssociationsPreparation money is a flat grant paid to each participating
national football association regardless of how they perform at the tournament. In 2014, this was $1.5M per
association x 32 = $48M. Covers travel, training camps, and squad preparation costs. Source: FIFA official,
Fox News 2014. Club CBP$0 in 2002 to $209M in 2022 - The Programme That Changed Club-FIFA
RelationsFIFA created the Club Benefit Programme for 2010 as part of its working agreement with the
European Club Association (ECA). Clubs are compensated at a daily rate for each player they release.
Manchester City earned $4.6M at 2022, $5M at 2018. Source: FOX Sports, ESPN, AP November 2022. Club
CPPInsurance for Clubs When World Cup Players Get Injured on International DutyThe Club Protection
Programme compensates clubs whose players suffer significant injuries during World Cup preparation or
the tournament itself. The amounts are relatively small versus CBP but represent an important risk-
management guarantee for clubs releasing top players. Source: FIFA official financial reports. Full Data

Table
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All 4 Financial Contribution Streams by World Cup Edition 2002-2022

FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions to National Teams and Clubs 2002-2022 (Statista/FIFA official)

Click any column to sort

CHAMPION PRIZE POOL PREP MONEY CLUB CBP CLUB CPP
2002 Korea/Japan Brazil $128M $30M $0M $2M $160M
2006 Germany ltaly $266M $50M $0M $3M $319M
2010 South Africa Spain $348M $50M $40M $4M $442M
2014  Brazil Germany $498M $48M $70M $6M $622M
2018 Russia France $400M $50M $209M $10M $669M
2022 Qatar Argentina $440M $50M $209M $12M $71MM

The total financial contribution grew from approximately $160M in 2002 to over $649M in 2022 - a 306%
increase across 6 editions in 20 years. The structure of that growth shifted fundamentally: in 2002, virtually
100% of contributions went to national teams (prize + prep). By 2022, clubs collectively received $209M -
about 32% of the total. This shift reflects FIFA's recognition that clubs are essential partners in the World
Cup ecosystem and must be financially compensated for their role in developing and releasing the world's

best players.

Total Contributions

S160M in 2002 to S649M in 2022 - Total FIFA Financial Contributions
Growth

FIFA World Cup total financial contributions national teams clubs 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 stacked
FIFA World Cup Total Financial Contributions - All 4 Programmes (2002-2022, $M) 2002: ~$160M. 2006:
~$319M. 2010: ~$442M. 2014: ~$622M. 2018: ~$669M. 2022: ~$701M. Growth driven by prize pool
expansion and introduction of Club Benefit Programme in 2010. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA
official, Sporting News November 2022. +-5%. $649M+2022 total

Prize Pool Preparation Money Club Benefit Programme Club Protection Programme

The stacked chart reveals a clear structural shift: until 2006, the prize pool dominated essentially all

contributions. From 2010, the Club Benefit Programme appears as a new layer that grew rapidly - from
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$40M (9% of total) in 2010 to $209M (32% of total) in 2022. By 2026, with the CBP agreed at $355M and
the prize pool at $655M, clubs will receive a proportionally similar or larger share of total contributions than

national teams receive in prize money.

Prize Pool

$128M in 2002 to $440M in 2022 - World Cup Prize Pool Growth by Edition

FIFA World Cup prize pool total all national teams 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 USD millions FIFA
World Cup Total Prize Pool (All National Teams) 2002-2022 2002: $128M. 2006: $266M (+108%). 2010:
$348M (+31%). 2014: $498M (+43%). 2018: $400M (-20%). 2022: $440M (+10%). Total distributed to
national teams across all 6 editions: ~$2.08 billion. Source: Statista/Sporting News, FIFA official November

2022. +-5%. $440M2022 prize pool $2.08Btotal 2002-2022

The prize pool's 2018 Russia figure ($400M) appears lower than Brazil 2014 ($498M) despite the same 32-
team format - this reflects FIFA's internal financial pressures during the 2015-2019 governance crisis and
restructuring following the CONCACAF/FIFA corruption scandal. The recovery to $440M in 2022 and jump
to $655M for 2026 signals FIFA's financial stabilisation and growth under new commercial deals. The
detailed prize distribution by stage and team at Qatar 2022 is in our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money

distribution analysis.

Club Benefit Programme

$0in 2002 to $209M in 2022 - The Club Benefit Programme That Changed
FIFA-Club Relations

The Club Benefit Programme was created for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa as the cornerstone of
FIFA's agreement with the European Club Association (ECA) - formed in 2008 as the main representative
body for club football. The deal resolved a long-standing tension: clubs were required to release their best
players for international tournaments (with no choice) but received no financial compensation from FIFA for

doing so. The CBP changed this fundamentally.

FIFA Club Benefit Programme CBP payments to clubs World Cup 2010 2014 2018 2022 growth USD millions
FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) - Total Payments to Clubs 2010-2022 2010: ~$40M (launched, first
edition). 2014: ~$70M (est). 2018: $209M (AP/FIFA confirmed). 2022: $209M (FIFA official - 440 clubs, 51
countries, $10,950/player/day). 2026: $355M agreed (FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025). Source: FIFA
official, AP, FOX Sports. +-5% for 2014 est. $209M2022 CBP total
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The CBP payment mechanism at Qatar 2022 worked as follows: FIFA paid $10,950 per player per day
starting from two weeks before the opening match. Each nation's player pool was tracked, and, starting
from two weeks before the opening match until the day after the player's team was eliminated. each
player's total allocation was then divided among the clubs that had held their registration since the 2020-21
season. A player who changed clubs during this window could generate payments to multiple clubs. A
player at the World Cup for the full 38 days (group stage to final) generated approximately $415,000 for
their clubs collectively. Manchester City's $4.6M reflected their exceptional squad contribution - players at

the tournament for Argentina, England, and Belgium.

The CBP's $209M total in 2022 was distributed extremely unequally. UEFA member countries received
$159M (76 %) of the total. English clubs alone received $37.7M. African clubs combined received just
$4.57M - less than Manchester City alone received. This reflects the reality that the world's most
commercially valuable clubs are concentrated in Europe and hold the registrations of the world's best
players regardless of nationality. The full history of World Cup prize pools from 2002-2026 is in our FIFA

World Cup prize pool analysis.

Clubs That Earned Most

Manchester City $4.6M, Real Madrid $3.9M - Clubs That Received the Most
from FIFA at Qatar 2022

FIFA Club Benefit Programme top clubs Manchester City Real Madrid Barcelona payments 2022 World Cup
Qatar Top Clubs by FIFA Club Benefit Programme Payment - Qatar 2022 Man City: ~$4.6M (largest single
club). Real Madrid: ~$3.9M (est). Barcelona: ~$3.5M (est). Bayern Munich: ~$3.2M (est). PSG: ~$3.0M
(est). Liverpool: ~$2.8M (est). Total UEFA clubs: $159M (76% of $209M). Total Africa: $4.57M. Source:
FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-15% for estimates. $4.6MMan City 2022 $5MMan City 2018

The stark contrast between Boreham Wood (a fifth-tier English club that received $31,026) and Santos
(Brazil's historic club, which received just $15,513) highlighted a significant inequity in the CBP structure.
Boreham Wood likely held the registration of a player who went deep into the tournament, while Santos
released a player eliminated early. The AP report noted this contrast explicitly as emblematic of European
club dominance. The CBP rewards longevity in the tournament - clubs whose players reach the final earn

roughly 4x what clubs whose players exit in the group stage earn.

Club Protection Programme
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Club Protection Programme - Insurance for Clubs When World Cup Players
Get Injured

FIFA Club Protection Programme CPP insurance clubs World Cup player injuries 2010 2014 2018 2022 FIFA
Club Protection Programme - Annual Compensation Payments vs CBP (2010-2022) CPP 2010: ~$4M. CPP
2014: ~$6M. CPP 2018: ~$10M. CPP 2022: ~$12M. Compared to CBP 2022 ($209M), CPP is relatively small
but provides crucial insurance. Key cases: Neymar 2014 injury (PSG-era later); players injured in

preparation matches. Source: FIFA official financial reports. +-20% estimates. ~$12MCPP 2022 est.

The Club Protection Programme covers clubs financially when a player suffers a significant injury during
FIFA World Cup preparations or the tournament itself, leaving the club without their services for the
recovery period. The coverage typically pays clubs the equivalent of the player's pro-rated daily salary
(capped) during the injury period. While the CPP fund is small relative to the CBP, it provides an important
guarantee that persuades clubs to release injured-risk players without absorbing 100% of the financial
downside. The CPP has helped reduce the tension between clubs and FIFA over international duty injury

risk.

Preparation Money

~$50M Per Edition - Preparation Grants to All Participating National

Associations

FIFA World Cup preparation money grants national football associations 2002 to 2022 per team FIFA World
Cup Preparation Money - Total and Per Association (2002-2022) 2002: ~$30M total (~$1M per team).
2006: ~$50M. 2010: ~$50M. 2014: $48M confirmed ($1.5M per association x 32). 2018: ~$50M. 2022:
~$50M. Preparation money is a flat grant - all teams receive the same amount regardless of how they
perform at the tournament. Source: FIFA official, Fox News 2014. +-10%. $1.5Mper association 32teams

since 1998

Preparation money is the most equitably distributed FIFA World Cup financial contribution - every qualified
association receives the same amount regardless of their final tournament performance. The $1.5M per
association in 2014 covered costs like training camp facilities, international friendly matches during
preparation, and travel logistics. For smaller football nations with limited federation budgets, this
preparation grant can be a significant proportion of their annual operating budget - making it one of FIFA's

most impactful development tools alongside the FIFA Forward programme.
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The preparation money is distinct from the FIFA Forward programme, which is FIFA's broader development
distribution to all 211 member associations (not just World Cup qualifiers). FIFA Forward distributes $1.5M
annually to every FIFA member association and $250,000 to each of the six confederations. The two
programmes together represent FIFA's commitment to sharing World Cup revenues globally. The all-time
performance of nations in World Cups that this preparation money helps fund is in our FIFA World Cup all-

time standings analysis.

2026 - $355M for Clubs

$355M Club Benefit Programme for 2026 - 70% More Than 2022, Now

Including Qualifying Games

FIFA 2026 World Cup Club Benefit Programme 355M vs 2022 209M growth clubs qualifying games
included Club Benefit Programme Growth 2010-2026 - From $40M to $355M 2010: $40M. 2014: ~$70M.
2018: $209M. 2022: $209M. 2026: $355M (+70% vs 2022). First time qualifying games included - any club
releasing a player for a 2026 World Cup qualifier receives compensation. Source: FIFA/ECA agreement,

FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025. +-5%. $355M2026 CBP

The 2026 Club Benefit Programme represents a landmark expansion: for the first time ever, clubs will be
compensated for releasing players for World Cup qualifying games - not just the final tournament. FIFA
stated: "This new approach means that any club that releases a player for a FIFA World Cup 2026 qualifier
will now be directly compensated." This addition significantly expands the pool of eligible clubs from

approximately 440 in 2022 to a much larger group across all FIFA's 211 member federations.

The $355M CBP for 2026 - up 70% from $209M in 2022 - reflects both the expanded eligibility (qualifying
games) and the larger 48-team tournament format. However, the highest-earning individual clubs may
actually receive less than in 2022 because the money is spread across a wider pool. FIFA noted: "The
highest-earning clubs will earn a lower overall share this time because the pool of eligible teams has
widened." Manchester City's $4.6M at 2022 could be lower at 2026 despite the larger total fund. The 2026
tournament format and team context is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis. The

winner odds for clubs' national teams are in our World Cup 2026 winner probability analysis.

UEFA Dominance in Club Payments
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UEFA Clubs Receive 76% of Club Benefit Payments - Why Europe
Dominates FIFA Club Payments

FIFA Club Benefit Programme 2022 distribution by confederation UEFA CONMEBOL CAF AFC share Club
Benefit Programme 2022 - Distribution by Confederation ($M) UEFA (Europe): $159M (76%). CONMEBOL
(South America): ~$25M (12% est). CONCACAF (N.America): ~$10M (5% est). CAF (Africa): $4.57M
(2.2%). AFC (Asia): ~$7M (3% est). OFC (Oceania): ~$1M. Total: $209M. Man City alone ($4.6M) earned
more than all Africa. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. +-15% for estimates. 76 % UEFA share
2.2%Africa (CAF)

UEFA clubs receive 76% of all FIFA Club Benefit Programme payments because the CBP is based on player
registrations, not player nationality. When Kylian Mbappe represents France at the World Cup, the CBP
payment goes to Paris Saint-Germain (his club at the time) - a French club, therefore UEFA. When Neymar
represented Brazil, payments went to his club at that time. African players who compete for African nations
are typically registered at European clubs, meaning the CBP money flows to Europe even for tournaments

where African nations qualify.

This structural dynamic means that the more successful African nations are at World Cup qualifying, the
more money flows to European clubs rather than African clubs. Morocco's historic 2022 semi-final run
benefited European clubs holding Moroccan players' registrations far more than Moroccan clubs
themselves. The AP noted that all 18 African clubs combined received $4.57M - while Manchester City
alone received $4.6M. This inequity is one reason FIFA expanded the 2026 CBP to include qualifying
games and widened the eligibility pool. The social media context for how these financial discussions are

debated globally is in our social media statistics and facts analysis.

The global economy implications of FIFA's $649M+ distribution at Qatar 2022 are significant. These funds
flow through national football federations, club accounts, and player salaries into local economies. The
prize money alone ($440M) generates substantial local economic activity when federations spend on
national team operations. The Club Benefit Programme injects $209M directly into club operating budgets -
primarily in European club economies where the money is predominantly distributed. The full global
economy context is in our global economy analysis. The investment that goes into hosting these
tournaments that generate these prize distributions is in our FIFA World Cup investment and budget

analysis.

FIFA's financial relationship with clubs has become increasingly complex and financially significant. The

$355M CBP for 2026 - plus the $655M prize pool - means FIFA will distribute over $1 billion in direct
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financial benefits to participants (teams, clubs, and associations) at a single tournament for the first time.
This milestone reflects how the World Cup has evolved from a sporting event with modest prize money into
a global commercial phenomenon generating and redistributing billions. The World Cup title winners who

benefit from these distributions are in our countries with the most World Cup titles analysis.

Key Statistics

FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions - Key Statistics 2002-2022

FIFA World Cup total financial contributions breakdown share prize pool CBP preparation 2022 Qatar 2022
- Financial Contribution Breakdown by Programme (% of Total) Prize Pool: $440M (67%). Club Benefit

Programme: $209M (32%). Preparation Money: ~$50M (8%). Club Protection: ~$12M (2%). Total: ~$711M
(some sources round differently). Source: FIFA official, Statista (statistics/328497), AP November 2022. +-

5%. 67 %prize pool share

$209MClub Benefit Programme 2022 - 440 Clubs in 51 Countries, $10,950 Per Player Per Day440 clubs in
51 countries received CBP payments from Qatar 2022. Manchester City: $4.6M (top). UEFA clubs total:
$159M (76%). Africa (5 nations): $4.57M combined. Daily rate: $10,950 per player. Payments split across
clubs holding registration since 2020-21. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. $4.6MManchester City
- Highest Single Club Payment at Qatar 2022 and Russia 2018 ($5M)Man City received $4.6M at 2022 (vs
$5M at 2018) - the highest of any single club in both editions. Their payment reflects players including
Julian Alvarez (Argentina champion), six England QF players, and Kevin De Bruyne (Belgium group exit).
Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022. $355M2026 Club Benefit Programme - 70% More Than 2022,
First Time Qualifying Games Included$355M agreed between FIFA and ECA for the 2026 World Cup cycle.
First time ever: clubs releasing players for qualifying games will be compensated. Expands from ~440
clubs at 2022 to potentially thousands across all 211 FIFA member federations. Source: FOX Sports/ESPN
September 2025, EFC. $2.08BTotal Prize Pool Paid to National Teams Across All 6 Editions 2002-
2022%$128M (2002) + $266M (2006) + $348M (2010) + $498M (2014) + $400M (2018) + $440M (2022) =
~$2.08 billion paid to participating national football associations across 6 World Cups in 20 years. Source:

Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions

The FIFA Club Benefit Programme (CBP) compensates football clubs for releasing their players to compete

at the FIFA World Cup. It pays clubs a daily rate per player ($10,950 at Qatar 2022) from two weeks before
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the tournament until the day after their nation exits. The programme was created as part of the FIFA-ECA
(European Club Association) working agreement. Launched for the 2010 World Cup with approximately $40
million, it grew to $209M in 2022 and $355M for 2026. Source: FIFA official, FOX Sports September 2025.

$209 million to 440 clubs in 51 countries under the Club Benefit Programme at a daily rate of $10,950 per
player, starting two weeks before the opening match. Manchester City received the highest single payment
at almost $4.6 million. UEFA clubs collectively received $159 million (76% of the total). African clubs
combined received just $4.57M despite Africa sending 5 teams. Source: FIFA official, AP/ESPN November
2022.

Manchester City with almost $4.6 million - for releasing players including Julian Alvarez (Argentina), six
England players, and Kevin De Bruyne (Belgium). City also topped the list at the 2018 World Cup with $5

million. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022.

The FIFA Club Protection Programme (CPP) compensates clubs when their players suffer significant
injuries during World Cup preparation or the tournament itself. The CPP pays clubs the equivalent of the
player's pro-rated salary during the injury recovery period. It is smaller than the CBP (~$12M at 2022 vs

$209M for CBP). Source: FIFA official financial reports.

$355 million - agreed between FIFA and the European Club Association (ECA) for the 2026 World Cup
cycle. This is 70% more than the $209M at 2022 and for the first time includes clubs releasing players for

qualifying games, not just the final tournament. Source: FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025.

A flat financial grant paid by FIFA to every participating national football association regardless of
performance. In 2014, this was $1.5 million per association ($48M total for 32 teams). It helps associations
cover training camps, preparation matches, and logistics. It is separate from the prize pool. Source: FIFA

official, Fox News 2014.

$209 million under the Club Benefit Programme - the same amount as 2022. Manchester City received $5
million (highest). Clubs were paid $8,530 per player per day. This was distributed among 826 players

across the 32 participating nations. Source: AP, Statista/Sporting News.

The Club Benefit Programme was created for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa as part of FIFA's
working agreement with the European Club Association (ECA), which was formed in 2008. It launched with
approximately $40 million and has grown to $209M (2022) and $355M (2026). Source: FIFA official, FOX

Sports September 2025.
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Approximately $2.08 billion in prize pool payments across 6 editions: $128M (2002) + $266M (2006) +
$348M (2010) + $498M (2014) + $400M (2018) + $440M (2022). This excludes preparation money, CBP,

and CPP. Source: Statista (statistics/328497), FIFA official.

There is significant inequality. At Qatar 2022, all African clubs combined received $4.57 million - less
than Manchester City alone ($4.6M). This is because most African international players are registered at
European clubs, not their home country clubs. The CBP pays clubs holding player registrations, not the

player's country of origin. Source: FIFA official, AP November 2022.
Sources

Statista / The Sporting News - FIFA World Cup Financial Contributions to National Teams and Clubs 2002-
2022 - Primary source for 4-category breakdown: prize pool, preparation money, Club Benefit Programme,

Club Protection Programme. Original Sporting News data. Published November 2022. +-5%.

FOX Sports / ESPN - 2026 Club Benefit Programme $355M (September 2025) - Source for 2026 CBP
confirmation ($355M), qualifying games inclusion, Man City $4.6M (2022) and $5M (2018) data. Published
September 16, 2025.

AP / AOL - Manchester City $4.6M FIFA Club Benefit Payment from 2022 World Cup - Source for 2022
CBP distribution: $209M total, 440 clubs, 51 countries, Man City $4.6M top earner, Africa $4.57M
combined, UEFA $159M. Published November 2022.

FIFA Annual Report 2022 - 2019-2022 Investments and Expenses - Source confirming $440M prize pool
and $209M Club Benefits Programme at Qatar 2022. +-0%.

Prize pool and preparation money figures per Statista (statistics/328497) citing The Sporting News
(November 2022). CBP figures: 2010 ~$40M (FIFA confirmed via ECA history), 2018 $209M (AP/FOX
Sports confirmed), 2022 $209M (FIFA Annual Report confirmed). CPP figures estimated from FIFA financial
reports +-20%. 2026 CBP $355M confirmed by FIFA/ECA agreement (FOX Sports/ESPN September 2025).

All figures USD. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Who Got What in 2023: 32 Nations, 736 Players,
$110 Million

Updated Oct 18, 2026 - businesstats.com/womens-world-cup-prize-money-breakdown

$110M $10.5M $2.25M

TEAM PRIZE FUND SPAIN, CHAMPIONS EACH GROUP STAGE EXIT

$270K $49.0M $52.0M

PER SPAIN PLAYER EARMARKED FOR PLAYERS UEFA TEAMS COMBINED

Snapshot

The 2023 payout at a glance

The ninth FIFA Womens World Cup, played from 20 July to 20 August 2023, was the first with 32 teams
and the first in which FIFA told every federation in advance how much of its prize money had to go to the
players. Spain beat England 1to 0O in the Sydney final, Sweden beat Australia for third place, and the
remaining 28 nations went home with one of three fixed amounts depending on the round in which they

lost.

Because the 2027 tournament in Brazil has not been played and its payment ladder had not been published
by October 2026, the 2023 figures are still the most recent complete record of how the money in the
tournament is shared. How the fund grew to this level over earlier editions is covered in our main report on
Womens World Cup prize money. This page goes one level deeper and follows every dollar of the 2023

fund to a stage, a nation, a confederation and a player.

$110MPrize fund for the 32 teamsPaid by final position.7Payment levelsGroup stage to
champions.4.7xChampions vs group stage10.5M against 2.25M.368Players on the minimum30,000 dollars

each. Official Stage Amounts
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What FIFA set for each final position

FIFA published the payment model on 8 June 2023, six weeks before kick-off. It listed two scales. The first
gave each participating member association a sum according to its final position, from 1.56 million dollars
for a group stage exit to 4.29 million dollars for the champions. The second fixed a payment for each player

in the squad, from 30,000 dollars at the group stage to 270,000 dollars for a world champion. Adding 23

times the player amount to the federation amount gives the team total.

FINAL POSITION TEAMS FEDERATION AMOUNT PER PLAYER ALL 23 PLAYERS TEAM TOTAL
Champions 1 $4,290,000 $270,000 $6,210,000 $10,500,000
Runners-up 1 $3,015,000 $195,000 $4,485,000 $7,500,000
Third place 1 $2,610,000 $180,000 $4,140,000 $6,750,000
Fourth place 1 $2,455,000 $165,000 $3,795,000 $6,250,000
Quarter-finals 4 $2,180,000 $90,000 $2,070,000 $4,250,000
Round of 16 8 $1,870,000 $60,000 $1,380,000 $3,250,000
Group stage 16 $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000

Two details are easy to miss. First, the payments are not cumulative: a quarter-finalist received 4.25 million
dollars in total, not the group amount plus the round of 16 amount plus a quarter-final bonus. Second, the
federation figures for the top four are not round numbers. The runners-up federation amount was
3,015,000 dollars, a figure often misreported as 3.05 million, and the fourth place amount was 2,455,000
dollars. Both were set so that each team total lands on a round number once the 23 player payments are

added.

Federation Amount vs Squad Amount per Team, 2023 (USD million)Each pair of bars adds up to the team

total for that final position.

Data:

FIFA payment model, 8 June 2023.
Note:

squad amount equals 23 players times the per player figure. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table

for exact figures.
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The players overtake the federation at the semi-final stage: from fourth place upward the squad amount

is larger than the federation amount for every team.

The chart shows how the balance shifts as a team goes further. At the group stage the federation amount
was more than twice the combined squad amount. From the quarter-finals the two were close, and for the
four semi-finalists the squad amount was the bigger of the two, reaching 6.21 million dollars for Spain

against 4.29 million dollars for the Spanish federation.

All 32 Nations

What each of the 32 nations received in 2023

Applying the FIFA scale to the official results gives a figure for every nation. The money depended only on
the final position, so it says nothing about how a team played, how many goals it scored or how big its
federation is. Germany, ranked second in the world before the tournament, and debutants such as Haiti,
Vietnam and Zambia received exactly the same 2.25 million dollars because all of them went out in the

group stage.

Total Prize Money Allocation by Nation, 2023 Womens World Cup (USD million)All 32 teams, ranked by

final position; teams on the same level are listed in the order of their exit.
Data:

FIFA payment model of 8 June 2023 applied to the 2023 results.

Note:

allocation, not confirmed payment; totals include the amounts earmarked for 23 players. Calculated by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Four levels below the semi-finals: 16 nations got 2.25 million dollars, 8 got 3.25 million and 4 got 4.25

million, while the top four shared 31 million.

The sortable table below lists the same nations with both components. Click on a heading to rank the teams

by confederation, by stage or by any of the amounts.

FURTHEST FEDERATION PER PLAYER SQUAD OF 23 TOTAL (USD)
STAGE (UsD) § (UsD) (USD) i

NATION | CONFED.

Spain UEFA Champions $4,290,000 $270,000 $6,210,000 $10,500,000
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England

Sweden

Australia

Japan

Netherlands

Colombia

France

Switzerland

Norway

Nigeria

Denmark

United States

South Africa

Jamaica

Morocco

New Zealand

Philippines

Canada

Rep. of

Ireland

Zambia

Costa Rica

China PR

Haiti

Portugal

UEFA

UEFA

AFC

AFC

UEFA

CONMEBOL

UEFA

UEFA

UEFA
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UEFA

CONCACAF
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CONCACAF
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UEFA
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AFC
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UEFA
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Quarter-finals
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Round of 16
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Round of 16
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Group stage
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Vietnam AFC Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Brazil CONMEBOL  Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Panama CONCACAF  Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
ltaly UEFA Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Argentina CONMEBOL  Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Germany UEFA Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Korea AFC Group stage $1,560,000 $30,000 $690,000 $2,250,000
Republic

Source: FIFA payment model of 8 June 2023 applied to the official 2023 results. Totals are the federation

amount plus 23 times the per player amount. Calculated by BusinessStats.

A few results stand out in money terms. Jamaica, Morocco and South Africa each reached the round of 16,
earning 3.25 million dollars, as much as the United States, the champion of 2015 and 2019, which lost on
penalties to Sweden at the same stage. Colombia, the only South American quarter-finalist, earned 4.25
million dollars, almost twice the amount Brazil and Argentina received. New Zealand beat Norway in the
opening match but still exited in the group stage and, like Canada, the reigning Olympic champion, received

the minimum.

The four semi-finalists alone received 31 million dollars, 28.2 percent of the fund, although they were only
one eighth of the field. Spain alone collected 10.5 million dollars, more than four group stage teams put
together. A list of every winner of the tournament since 1991is in our Womens World Cup winners page,

and the national teams that have played most often are ranked in the appearances table.

Value of Each Win

What every knockout win was worth

Because the payment depended on the final position, the gap between two levels is the real price of a
knockout match. Getting out of the group added 1 million dollars to a team total, and so did winning a round
of 16 tie. A quarter-final win was worth at least 2 million dollars, because the losing semi-finalists were

guaranteed fourth place money of 6.25 million dollars.
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TEAM TOTAL BEFORE
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TEAM TOTAL
AFTER

INCREASE

OF WHICH PER
PLAYER

Advancing from the group

Winning in the round of 16

Winning a quarter-final

Winning a semi-final

Winning the third place

match

Winning the final

2,250,000

3,250,000

4,250,000

6,250,000 or

6,750,000

6,250,000

7,500,000

3,250,000

4,250,000

6,250,000 or more

7,500,000 or more

6,750,000

10,500,000

+1,000,000

+1,000,000

+2,000,000

minimum

+750,000 minimum

+500,000

+3,000,000

+30,000

+30,000

+75,000 minimum

+15,000 minimum

+15,000

+75,000

The final was by far the most valuable match. The difference between first and second, 3 million dollars,

was larger than the entire allocation of any group stage team. For each Spanish player the win over

England was worth 75,000 dollars, the gap between the 270,000 and 195,000 dollar levels. The third place

play-off, by contrast, was worth 500,000 dollars, of which 15,000 dollars per player, to Sweden.

The semi-final step was the smallest of the knockout rounds. Reaching the final guaranteed at least 7.5

million dollars against a maximum of 6.75 million dollars for the losers, so the minimum gain was 750,000

dollars. Seen from the other side, the money at stake rose sharply only at the very end of the tournament,

where most of the extra cash for the top teams sat.

The Pool by Stage

How the 110 million dollars was divided by stage

Adding up the allocations by level shows where the fund was concentrated. The 16 group stage teams

together received 36 million dollars, the largest block, because there were so many of them. The 8 round of

16 teams shared 26 million, the 4 quarter-finalists 17 million and the top four 31 million. The fund was

therefore spread fairly evenly across the levels, with a strong premium only for the champions.

The 110 Million Dollar Fund Split by Final Position, 2023Combined allocation of all teams at each level.

Data:

FIFA payment model of 8 June 2023.
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Note:
number of teams per level in brackets. Calculated by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Group exits took a third of the money: 36 million dollars, or 32.7 percent, went to the 16 teams that did not

reach the knockout rounds.

LEVEL TEAMS COMBINED ALLOCATION SHARE OF FUND AVERAGE PER TEAM
Group stage 16 $36.0M 32.7% $2.25M
Round of 16 8 $26.0M 23.6% $3.25M
Quarter-finals 4 $17.0M 15.5% $4.25M
Top four 4 $31.0M 28.2% $7.75M
All teams 32 $110.0M 100% $3.44M

The average team allocation was 3.44 million dollars, but the median, the figure in the middle of the 32
teams, was 2.75 million dollars, between the group and round of 16 levels. Half of the nations received the
minimum. That design reflects a choice by FIFA to guarantee a meaningful sum to every qualifier rather

than reward only those that went deep into the tournament.

Squad Share

How much went to the players at each stage

The per player scale was the new element in 2023. Players of the four semi-finalists were earmarked
165,000 to 270,000 dollars each, quarter-finalists 90,000, round of 16 players 60,000 and everyone else
30,000. Across all 32 squads the total came to 48.99 million dollars, while the federations kept 61.01 million

dollars. The players share of the fund was therefore 44.5 percent.

Player Share of Each Team Total by Final Position, 2023 (%)Combined amount for 23 players divided by

the team total.
Data:
FIFA payment model of 8 June 2023. Calculated by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Third place had the highest player share: 61.3 percent, slightly above the 59.1 percent of the champions.
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The share rises steeply from 30.7 percent at the group stage to around 60 percent for the top four, then
flattens. In fact the Swedish squad, third, had a slightly larger share of its team total than the Spanish
champions, because the jump in the federation amount between second and first (1.275 million dollars) was
proportionally larger than the jump in the player amount. The lowest share, 30.7 percent, still met the
demand in a letter sent to FIFA in October 2022 by more than 150 players from 25 national teams, which

asked for at least 30 percent of prize money to go to players.

PER PLAYER AMOUNT TEAMS PLAYERS COMBINED (USD)
$270,000 Spain 23 $6,210,000
$195,000 England 23 $4,485,000
$180,000 Sweden 23 $4,140,000
$165,000 Australia 23 $3,795,000
$90,000 4 quarter-finalists 92 $8,280,000
$60,000 8 round of 16 teams 184 $11,040,000
$30,000 16 group stage teams 368 $11,040,000
Total 32 736 $48,990,000

Spread over 736 players, the earmarked total works out at about 66,560 dollars per player on average, but
half of all players, 368, were on the 30,000 dollar minimum. Only 92 players, those of the top four, were
allocated more than 100,000 dollars. The individual stars of the tournament, from the Golden Ball winner
Aitana Bonmati to the Golden Boot winner Hinata Miyazawa, were paid on the same team scale as their
teammates; their wider honours are listed in The Best FIFA womens player award winners and the leading

goalscorers in the all-time scorers list.

Confederations

Totals by confederation: UEFA took almost half

Grouping the 32 nations by their confederation gives a view of the 2023 money that is rarely published.
Europe sent 12 teams, Asia and North and Central America 6 each, Africa 4, South America 3 and Oceania
1, the co-host New Zealand. Because European teams went furthest, UEFA nations received 52.0 million
dollars between them, 47.3 percent of the fund. How the places are shared between confederations is

explained in our page on World Cup places by confederation.
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Prize Money Allocation by Confederation, 2023 Womens World Cup (USD million)Sum of the team totals of

each confederation; number of teams in brackets.
Data:

FIFA payment model applied to 2023 results.
Note:

includes the amounts earmarked for players. Calculated by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact

figures.

Europe close to the rest of the world combined: 52.0 million dollars for 12 UEFA teams, against 58.0

million for the other five confederations together.

TO TO SHARE OF
CONFEDERATION TEAMS BEST FINISH

FEDERATIONS PLAYERS FUND
UEFA 12 Champions (Spain) $52.0M  $26.125M $25.875M 47.3% $4.33M
AFC 6 Fourth (Australia) $19.5M $10.875M $8.625M 17.7% $3.25M
CONCACAF 6 Round of 16 (USA, $15.5M $9.98M $5.52M 14.1% $2.58M

Jamaica)

CAF 4 Round of 16 (Nigeria, $12.0M  $7.177M $4.83M 10.9% $3.00M

South Africa, Morocco)

CONMEBOL 3 Quarter-finals (Colombia) $8.75M  $5.30M $3.45M 8.0% $2.92M
OFC 1 Group stage (New $2.25M  $1.56M $0.69M 2.0% $2.25M
Zealand)

Africa had the best average among the smaller confederations. Three of its four teams reached the
knockout rounds, one more than at any previous edition, so CAF averaged 3.0 million dollars per team,
ahead of CONCACAF (2.58 million) even though CONCACAF had two more teams. North and Central
America had its weakest tournament: neither the United States nor any other CONCACAF team passed the

round of 16, and four of its six teams went out in the groups.

European players were the main beneficiaries of the new scale. UEFA squads were earmarked 25.9 million
dollars, more than half of the 49.0 million dollars set aside for all players, because five of the eight quarter-

finalists and three of the four semi-finalists came from Europe. The current strength of these national teams
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can be compared in the FIFA womens world ranking.

Prep Funds and Clubs

Beyond prize money: preparation funds and club benefits

The 110 million dollars was the largest part of a wider package. At the FIFA Congress in Kigali on 16 March
2023, FIFA President Gianni Infantino announced 152 million dollars for the 2023 participants, about three
times the 2019 figure. Besides the prize fund it contained preparation money paid to every federation

before the tournament and a programme for the clubs that released players.

The 152 Million Dollar Package for 2023 ParticipantsFIFA rounded the preparation money to 31 million and

club benefits to 11 million when announcing it.
Data:

FIFA (16 March 2023; Club Benefits Programme, July 2024) and FIFPRO breakdown of the package.

Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Prize money was 72 percent of the package: preparation funds and club payments added another 42

million dollars.

Preparation money, introduced in 2019 at 12 million dollars, was raised to about 31 million dollars and
shared equally among the 32 federations, roughly 960,000 dollars each. Professional Footballers Australia,
the national players union, reported that Football Australia received 969,000 dollars of it. The money is paid

before the tournament and is meant to cover camps, travel and staff, so it is not linked to results.

The Club Benefits Programme paid 11.3 million dollars, up from 8.48 million dollars in 2019, to 1,041 clubs in
48 countries, against 822 clubs in 39 countries four years earlier. Half of the pot went to clubs that
released a player, at an equal rate per player per day from 10 July 2023 until the day after her team was

eliminated, and half to the clubs that had trained the players. On average each club received about 10,900

dollars, a small sum per club but one that reached clubs in countries that did not even qualify.

COMPONENT GROUP STAGE TEAM CHAMPION (SPAIN) PAID TO

Prize money, federation part 1,560,000 4,290,000 Federation

Prize money, player part 690,000 6,210,000 Federation, earmarked for players
Preparation money (about) 960,000 960,000 Federation, before the tournament
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Club benefits varies varies Clubs of the players

Total excluding clubs (about) 3,210,000 11,460,000

Including preparation money, a group stage team therefore received roughly 3.2 million dollars from FIFA
and the champion about 11.5 million dollars, before club payments. FIFA finances these sums from its four-
year revenue cycle, which is covered in our analysis of FIFA revenue and in our profile of FIFA as an

organisation.

Did Players Get Paid

Did the money reach the players? What FIFA and FIFPRO said

The per player amounts were earmarked, not paid directly. On the eve of the tournament, on 19 July 2023
in Auckland, Infantino said the money would go to the member associations and that the associations
would then make the payments to their own players. The guarantee therefore depended on 32 federations

passing the money on, and FIFA did not publish a mechanism to enforce it before the event.

After the tournament, FIFA said it had credited the prize money to all 32 associations and that the
distribution would be audited in due course. No public audit report on the 2023 player payments had been
found by October 2026, so there is no official count of how many of the 736 players received their full

amount.
What FIFPRO reported about pay at the 2023 tournament

e October 2022: more than 150 players from 25 national teams signed a FIFPRO letter to FIFA asking for
equal conditions with the men, a guaranteed share of at least 30 percent of prize money for players and

a binding global agreement.

e June 2023: FIFPRO welcomed the payment model and said its success depended on it being universally
applied and fair; it also noted equal conditions with Qatar 2022, including delegations of up to 50 people

per team.

e 8 August 2023: FIFPRO confirmed it was helping Nigeria players in a dispute with their federation over

bonus payments, camp allowances and expenses, some dating back to 2021.

e November 2023: in a survey of 260 players from 26 of the 32 teams, 30 percent said they earned less
than 30,000 dollars in the previous year from club and national team, and 49 percent less than 50,000

dollars, excluding prize money.
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e The same survey found that two thirds of players did not feel physically prepared for the tournament

and 53 percent felt the rest period before it was too short.

The survey puts the 30,000 dollar minimum into context. For almost a third of the players who answered,
the guaranteed World Cup payment was at least as large as a whole year of football income, and for about
half it was more than half a year. FIFPRO said the results showed that many players still lacked adequate

financial compensation.

National agreements could also change what players actually took home. Professional Footballers Australia
noted that under the Australian collective agreement players receive 40 percent of group stage prize
money and 50 percent of any further prize money, and that the FIFA scale was better than that agreement
for some outcomes and worse for others. The FIFA amounts were described as a floor, not a ceiling, so

federations were free to pay more.

Against Qatar 2022

Set against the men in Qatar: exactly one quarter

One feature of the 2023 ladder is that every team total was exactly one quarter of the equivalent amount at
the 2022 men tournament in Qatar. The men champions Argentina received 42 million dollars against 10.5

million dollars for Spain, and the 9 million dollar minimum for a men group stage exit compares with 2.25

million dollars. The full men distribution is in our breakdown of Qatar 2022 prize money by stage.

FINAL POSITION MEN 2022 WOMEN 2023 WOMEN AS SHARE OF MEN
Champions 42 10.5 25%
Runners-up 30 7.5 25%
Third place 27 6.75 25%
Fourth place 25 6.25 25%
Quarter-finals 17 4.25 25%
Round of 16 13 3.25 25%
Group stage 9 2.25 25%
Total fund 440 110 25%
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The difference is in what the totals contain. In 2022 the men payments went entirely to federations, with no
earmarked player part, while in 2023 between 31 and 61 percent of each team total was set aside for the
players. Total prize money across all men tournaments is tracked in our FIFA World Cup prize money

series.

Brazil 2027 Status

Brazil 2027: no payment ladder published yet

The next tournament will be played in Brazil from 24 June to 25 July 2027, the first held in South America,
with 32 teams and 64 matches. The final draw is scheduled for 11 December 2026 in Rio de Janeiro. As of
October 2026, FIFA had not published a prize fund or a stage by stage distribution for 2027, and reports in

August 2026 noted that no figure equivalent to the 2023 model had been announced.

In March 2023 Infantino described equal payments at the 2026 men and 2027 women tournaments as the
aim, and FIFPRO has said it is committed to pay equity for both events. Whether the 2027 ladder keeps the
2023 structure, with a federation part and an earmarked player part for each stage, is not yet known. Until
FIFA publishes it, the 2023 figures on this page are the latest official reference. This page will be updated

with a full 2027 versus 2023 comparison once the official figures are released.

Key Numbers

The 2023 distribution in eight figures

$10.5MSpain, champions4.29M federation, 6.21M players.$7.5MEngland, runners-up195,000 dollars per
player.$31MShared by the top four28.2 percent of the fund.$36MShared by 16 group exits32.7 percent of
the fund.44.5%Player share of the fund48.99M of 110M.$3MValue of winning the finalLargest single

step.47.3%UEFA share of the fund12 of 32 teams.1,041Clubs paid by FIFA11.3 million dollars. FAQ

Questions about the 2023 payouts, team by team

Spain was allocated 10.5 million dollars: 4.29 million dollars for the Spanish federation and 270,000 dollars

for each of the 23 players, or 6.21 million dollars for the squad.

England was allocated 7.5 million dollars, made up of 3,015,000 dollars for the federation and 195,000

dollars for each of the 23 players.
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FIFA set 30,000 dollars per player for the group stage, 60,000 for the round of 16, 90,000 for the quarter-
finals, 165,000 for fourth, 180,000 for third, 195,000 for the runners-up and 270,000 for the champions.

Each of the 16 group stage teams was allocated 2.25 million dollars: 1.56 million for the federation and

30,000 dollars for each of 23 players.

No. Each team received one amount based on its final position, so a quarter-finalist got 4.25 million dollars

in total, not the sum of the lower levels.

UEFA. Its 12 teams were allocated 52.0 million dollars, 47.3 percent of the 110 million dollar fund, followed

by the AFC with 19.5 million dollars.

No. FIFA paid the money to the 32 member associations, which were responsible for passing the

earmarked amounts to their players. FIFA said after the tournament that the distribution would be audited.

About 30.7 million dollars of preparation money, shared equally among the 32 federations, and 11.3 million

dollars to 1,041 clubs through the Club Benefits Programme, for a total package of 152 million dollars.

Not as of October 2026. The tournament runs from 24 June to 25 July 2027 in Brazil, and the 2023

distribution remains the latest published ladder.
Sources

FIFA - new payment model for the FIFA Womens World Cup 2023, member association and per player

amounts by final position, 8 June 2023.
FIFA - 152 million dollar package announced at the 73rd FIFA Congress, Kigali, 16 March 2023.

FIFA - Club Benefits Programme for the 2023 tournament, July 2024, and programme methodology and
FAQ.

FIFA - FIFA Womens World Cup Brazil 2027 dates; official match results of the 2023 tournament; Qatar

2022 prize money by stage.

FIFPRO - statements on the 2023 pay and conditions (June 2023) and on the October 2022 player letter;

statement on the Nigeria players, 8 August 2023.
FIFPRO - Womens World Cup player survey, 260 players from 26 teams, November 2023.

Professional Footballers Australia - prize money, preparation funding and collective agreement shares for

the 2023 tournament.
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Team totals are the FIFA federation amount plus 23 times the per player amount. Nation, stage,
confederation and share figures are BusinessStats calculations from the official FIFA scale and results.
They show allocations, not confirmed payments to individual players. The runners-up federation amount is
3,015,000 dollars as published by FIFA. Preparation money per federation is an equal split of the published
total. No 2027 distribution had been published by FIFA as of October 2026.

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 204 of 368



m BusinessStats Womens World Cup Prize Money Is Up 19x. Will 2027 Hit $655M?

STATISTICS REPORT

From Zero to S110 Million: The Womens World
Cup Prize Fund, 1991 to 2027

Updated Oct 18, 2026 - businesstats.com/womens-world-cup-prize-money

S$110M $5.8M 19x

2023 PRIZE POOL FIRST POOL, 2007 GROWTH 2007 TO 2023

25% $655M

SHARE OF MEN POOL, 2023 MEN POOL 2026, PARITY MARK

The Story in Brief

Four decades, three eras of prize money

The history of prize money at the FIFA Womens World Cup falls into three clear eras. From 1991 to 2003 the
tournament paid nothing for results. From 2007 to 2015 FIFA paid modest, slowly rising sums, never more
than 15 million dollars in total. Since 2019 the fund has grown much faster and has been joined by
preparation money for every team and payments to the clubs that release players, the same structure the

men have had for years.

This page is the long view. It covers every edition, the wider package around the prize pool, how much
each team and each champion received, and how far the women have trailed the men in each four year
cycle. It ends with the open question of Brazil 2027, where FIFA has promised to aim for equal payments
but has not yet published a number. The exact 2023 payout for each finishing position and each nation is

set out separately in our 2023 team by team prize money breakdown.

$0Prize money, 1991 to 2003Four editions without a performance pool.$5.8MFirst prize poolChina 2007, 16
teams.$110MRecord prize poolAustralia and New Zealand 2023.$152MFull 2023 packagelncluding

preparation and clubs. 1991to 2003
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The unpaid era: four tournaments without prize money

The first FIFA Womens World Cup was played in China in 1991 with 12 teams. Sweden hosted the second
edition in 1995, again with 12 teams, and the United States hosted 16 teams in 1999. The 2003 edition was
moved from China to the United States because of the SARS outbreak. In none of these four tournaments
did FIFA pay a performance pool linked to results, so the national teams that won them, the United States

twice, Norway and Germany, earned nothing from FIFA for the title itself.

EDITION HOST TEAMS CHAMPION FIFA PRIZE MONEY
1991 China 12 United States None
1995 Sweden 12 Norway None
1999 United States 16 United States None
2003 United States 16 Germany None

That changed with China 2007, which FIFA described in 2006 as the first edition with prize money. The
amounts were small and the ladder was flat: champions received 1 million dollars, runners up 800,000
dollars, third place 650,000 dollars, fourth place 550,000 dollars, beaten quarter finalists 300,000 dollars
each and the eight teams knocked out in the group stage 200,000 dollars each. Added up, that is the 5.8
million dollar pool usually quoted for 2007. The full roll of champions from 1991 onward is in our list of every

Womens World Cup winner.

FINISH PER TEAM TEAMS TOTAL
Champions 1,000,000 1 1,000,000
Runners up 800,000 1 800,000
Third place 650,000 1 650,000
Fourth place 550,000 1 550,000
Quarter final 300,000 4 1,200,000
Group stage 200,000 8 1,600,000
All 16 teams 16 5,800,000

Pool by Edition
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The prize pool edition by edition, 2007 to 2023

Once it existed, the pool grew at every tournament. FIFA put the Germany 2011 figure at 10 million dollars
when it raised the Canada 2015 fund to 15 million dollars in December 2014. The France 2019 pool doubled
to 30 million dollars by decision of the FIFA Council in October 2018, and the 2023 pool, confirmed by FIFA

at its Kigali Congress in March 2023, rose to 110 million dollars for the first 32 team tournament.

Womens World Cup Prize Pool by Edition, 2007 to 2023 (US$ million)Performance prize money paid to

national associations; no prize money was paid from 1991 to 2003.
Data:
FIFA.
Note:

2011 is the figure FIFA quoted in December 2014; reports during the 2011 tournament gave lower totals, so it
is the least certain value in the series. Preparation money and club benefits are excluded. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

A curve that bends in 2019: the pool added 9 million dollars in eight years to 2015, then 95 million dollars in

the following eight.

Seen in percentages, the acceleration is plain. The pool rose 72 percent from 2007 to 2011, 50 percent to
2015, 100 percent to 2019 and 267 percent to 2023. The last step was large even after allowing for the

bigger field, because the number of teams went up by a third while the money went up almost fourfold.

EDITION TEAMS PRIZE POOL CHANGE ON PREVIOUS EDITION MULTIPLE OF 2007
2007 China 16 $5.8 million first pool 1.0x

2011 Germany 16 $10 million +72% 1.7x

2015 Canada 24 $15 million +50% 2.6x

2019 France 24 $30 million +100% 5.2x

2023 Australia and New Zealand 32 $110 million +267% 19.0x

For most of this period the women tournament was sold to broadcasters together with the men World Cup,
so it had no separate price tag that could justify higher payments. FIFA only began selling the media rights

for the Womens World Cup on their own for the 2023 edition, a change covered in more detail in the
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section on revenue below. The wider picture of FIFA income from television is in our report on FIFA

broadcasting rights revenue.

Wider Package

Beyond the prize pool: preparation money and club benefits

Prize money is only part of what FIFA pays around a World Cup. Since 2019 the women tournament has
also had two other strands. Preparation money is paid to every qualified association before the tournament
to cover training camps and friendlies. Club benefits compensate the clubs that release players, in

proportion to the days each player spends with her national team.

In 2015 there was neither. For France 2019 the FIFA Council approved 50 million dollars in total: 30 million
dollars of prize money, 11.52 million dollars of preparation money and 8.48 million dollars for clubs. For
2023 the total rose to 152 million dollars, made up of 110 million dollars of prize money, 30.7 million dollars
of preparation money and 11.3 million dollars of club benefits, figures FIFA rounded to 31 million and 11

million dollars in its own release.

What FIFA Paid Participants at Three Womens World Cups (US$ million)Prize money, preparation money

and club benefits by edition.
Data:

FIFA and FIFPRO.

Note:

preparation money and club benefits did not exist in 2015. FIFA rounded the 2023 strands to 31 and 11

million dollars. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Ten times in two editions: total spending on participants went from 15 million dollars in 2015 to 152 million

dollars in 2023.

This explains why two growth figures circulate for 2023. FIFA described its 2023 offer as more than ten
times the 2015 level, which is true of the full package (152 against 15 million dollars). The prize pool alone
grew a little over seven times over the same period. Both are accurate; they measure different things. In

this report the prize pool is the core series because it is the only strand that exists for every paid edition.

FIFA also paid for things that do not appear in these totals. For 2023 it said that delegation sizes, travel,

hotels, team base camps and other services would match what the men had at Qatar 2022, and it put its
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overall budget for the tournament at more than 500 million dollars.

Money per Team

Money per team as the field grew from 16 to 32

Because the field doubled from 16 teams in 2007 to 32 in 2023, the pool per team is a fairer measure of
what qualifying was worth. The average was about 0.36 million dollars in 2007. It rose to about 0.63 million
dollars in 2011 and stayed at that level in 2015, when the extra 5 million dollars was spread across eight

more teams. It doubled to 1.25 million dollars in 2019 and reached about 3.44 million dollars in 2023.

Average Prize Money per Team, 2007 to 2023 (US$ million) Total prize pool divided by the number of

teams at each edition.

Data:

FIFA prize pools; averages calculated by BusinessStats.
Note:

2011 uses the 10 million dollar total stated by FIFA. Preparation money excluded. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

Flat, then steep: the average per team did not move between 2011 and 2015, then rose more than fivefold

by 2023.

The minimum a team could earn moved in a similar way. A group stage exit was worth 200,000 dollars in
2007. In 2023 the same result brought 1.56 million dollars for the association plus 30,000 dollars for each
player in the squad, a total of 2.25 million dollars, and every team also received preparation money on top.
For a smaller association that may be the largest single payment it receives from FIFA in a four year cycle,
which is why expansion to 32 teams mattered as much as the size of the pool. How the teams compare on

the pitch is tracked in the FIFA womens world ranking.

Champion Payments

What the champions received at each edition

The payment for winning the title has grown more slowly than the pool as a whole. Germany received 1
million dollars in 2007, and the figure was unchanged at about 1 million dollars when Japan won in 2011,

according to reports at the time. The United States received 2 million dollars in 2015 and 4 million dollars in
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2019. In 2023 FIFA split the champion money in two for the first time: 4.29 million dollars to the Spanish

federation and 270,000 dollars for each of the 23 players, a combined 10.5 million dollars.

Prize Money for the Womens World Cup Champions, 2007 to 2023 (US$ million) Total paid for the title by

FIFA at each edition.

Data:

FIFA releases and allocations reported at each tournament.
Note:

2011 is approximate. The 2023 figure includes the player allocations paid through the federation. Compiled

by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.
Ten times in 16 years: the title was worth 1 million dollars in 2007 and 10.5 million dollars in 2023.

An interesting detail is that the champion share of the pool has fallen. The 2007 winners took 17 percent of
all prize money. In 2015 and 2019 the share was about 13 percent, and in 2023 about 9.5 percent. FIFA has
chosen to spread the bigger pools more widely, raising the floor for every qualified team faster than the

reward at the top.

EDITION CHAMPION CHAMPION PAYMENT PRIZE POOL CHAMPION SHARE
2007 Germany $1.0 million $5.8 million 17.2%

2011 Japan about $1.0 million $10 million about 10%

2015 United States $2.0 million $15 million 13.3%

2019 United States $4.0 million $30 million 13.3%

2023 Spain $10.5 million $110 million 9.5%

The headline 2023 numbers are worth recalling in one line: a 110 million dollar pool inside a 152 million
dollar package, about 10.5 million dollars for the champions, and a minimum of 30,000 dollars for every
player. The full ladder by stage and the amounts for all 32 nations are in our 2023 payout table by finish,

and the players who made those runs possible are in our list of all time Womens World Cup top scorers.

Gap to the Men
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The gap to the men, cycle by cycle

Comparing each Womens World Cup with the men tournament of the year before shows a ratio that has
narrowed sharply. In 2014 the men shared 358 million dollars in prize money, against 15 million dollars for
the women in 2015, a ratio of about 24 to 1. In 2018 the men pool was 400 million dollars against 30 million

for the women in 2019, about 13 to 1. In 2022 it was 440 million against 110 million, exactly 4 to 1.

Men vs Women: World Cup Prize Pools by Cycle (US$ million)Prize money paid to teams only; club

benefits, insurance and preparation money excluded.
Data:
FIFA.
Note:

the 2014 men figure is the 358 million dollar prize money; the often quoted 576 million dollars was the total

FIFA contribution including clubs. Compiled by BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.
The ratio fell from 24 to 1to 4 to 1, but the gap in dollars barely moved: 343, 370 and 330 million dollars.

The share tells one story and the dollar gap tells another. As a share of the men pool, women went from 4.2
percent to 7.5 percent and then 25 percent. In absolute terms the difference was 343 million dollars in the
first cycle, 370 million in the second and 330 million in the third. The women gained ground only because

their pool grew much faster in percentage terms; the men kept growing too.

CYCLE MEN POOL WOMEN POOL WOMEN SHARE GAP IN DOLLARS RATIO

2014 and 2015 $358 million $15 million 4.2% $343 million about 24 to 1
2018 and 2019 $400 million $30 million 7.5% $370 million about13to1
2022 and 2023 $440 million $110 million 25.0% $330 million 4t01

2026 and 2027 $655 million not announced n/a n/a n/a

The other strands are further apart. In 2022 the men club benefit programme was worth 209 million dollars
against 11.3 million dollars for the women clubs in 2023, because club payments follow the salaries and the
number of professional clubs involved. Preparation money was closer, at 1.5 million dollars per team for the
men in 2018 and 2022. How the men fund itself has grown is covered in our report on FIFA World Cup prize

money, and the payments to each men champion in our record of World Cup winners prize money.
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The Parity Pledge

The parity pledge: what FIFA promised and what has happened since

The promise that shapes the Brazil 2027 debate was made at the FIFA Congress in Kigali on 16 March
2023. Announcing the 152 million dollar package, FIFA President Gianni Infantino said the goal was equality
in payments for the men and women World Cups in 2026 and 2027 respectively, and he called it the most
difficult step. FIFA presented it as an ambition, not a binding rule, and tied it to broadcasters and sponsors

paying more for the womens game.

The pledge followed pressure from players. In October 2022 FIFPRO, its member unions and more than 150
players from 25 national teams wrote to FIFA asking for equal prize money at senior World Cups, a global
guarantee that at least 30 percent of prize money would go to players, and a binding collective agreement.

The 2023 payment model, which FIFPRO endorsed, met part of that: FIFA set fixed amounts for every

player for the first time.

DATE EVENT

October 2022 FIFPRO and more than 150 players ask FIFA for equal prize money and a player guarantee

16 March 2023 FIFA announces 152 million dollars for 2023 and the ambition of equal payments in 2026 and 2027
8 June 2023 FIFA publishes the 2023 payment model with fixed amounts for every player

18 August 2023 Infantino says the 2023 tournament generated more than 570 million dollars and broke even

20 December 2024 FIFA sells the US rights to the 2027 and 2031 tournaments to Netflix

May 2025 Infantino sets a target of 1 billion dollars in revenue from the Womens World Cup

17 December 2025 FIFA Council approves a 655 million dollar prize pool for the 2026 men World Cup

25 August 2026 FIFA announces the Brazil 2027 draw for 11 December 2026; no prize fund announced

Mid October 2026 No 2027 prize fund published by FIFA

Infantino has also argued that equal prize money on its own is not the answer. Speaking in Sydney before
the 2023 final, he called the demand a slogan that would not solve anything and asked broadcasters and
sponsors to pay a fair price for womens football. That is the tension behind the pledge: FIFA links parity to

revenue, while players and FIFPRO treat it as a commitment.

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 212 of 368



m BusinessStats Womens World Cup Prize Money Is Up 19x. Will 2027 Hit $655M?

Brazil 2027 Status

Brazil 2027: where the prize fund stands in October 2026

As of mid October 2026 FIFA has not announced the prize fund for the Womens World Cup in Brazil. The
tournament runs from 24 June to 25 July 2027, and the final draw will take place on 11 December 2026 at
the Museum of Modern Art in Rio de Janeiro. The FIFA release announcing the draw, published on 25
August 2026, did not mention prize money, and no FIFA Council decision on the 2027 financial contribution

had been published by the time of writing.

That leaves the parity pledge unresolved less than nine months before kick off. For comparison, FIFA
approved the men 2026 contribution of 727 million dollars, including the 655 million dollar pool, on 17
December 2025, almost six months before that tournament began. The 2023 package was confirmed in

March 2023, four months before kick off, and the payment model in June 2023.

Without an official number, the best way to frame 2027 is to measure what parity would require. The
calculations below are not forecasts. They simply apply the men 2026 figures to a 32 team tournament,

and compare them with the 2023 pool and with the revenue FIFA hopes to raise.

What a Brazil 2027 Prize Pool Could Look Like: Four Benchmarks (US$ million)Calculations for a 32 team

tournament based on official 2023 and 2026 figures.

Data:

FIFA 2023 and 2026 prize money; FIFA revenue statements.
Note:

the 193 million dollar line applies the 2023 pool to revenue ratio (110 of 570 million) to the 1 billion dollar
target. The 511 million dollar line pays each of the 32 finishing places what the same place earned at the
2026 men World Cup. These are BusinessStats calculations, not FIFA plans.Switch to the table for exact

figures.

Parity means a pool five to six times larger than 2023: between 511 and 655 million dollars, depending on

how equal is defined.

The two parity benchmarks differ because the men tournament now has 48 teams and the women
tournament 32. Paying each finishing place what the men earned in 2026 (50 million dollars for the winner,

33 million for the runners up, 29 and 27 million for third and fourth, 19 million for the next four places, 15
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million for places 9 to 16 and 11 million for places 17 to 32) adds up to 511 million dollars. Matching the men
total of 655 million dollars with 32 teams would mean an average of about 20.5 million dollars per team,

more than the men average of about 13.6 million.

BENCHMARK PRIZE POOL MULTIPLE OF 2023 AVERAGE PER TEAM
2023 actual (32 teams) $110 million 1.0x $3.4 million

2023 pool to revenue ratio applied to a $1 billion target about $193 million 1.8x $6.0 million

Same pay per finishing place as the 2026 men $511 million 4.6x $16.0 million

Same total pool as the 2026 men $655 million 6.0x $20.5 million

Parity would also need to cover preparation money. The men received 1.5 million dollars per team in 2026;
the same rate for 32 teams would be 48 million dollars, against 30.7 million dollars in 2023. On the position
based definition, prize money plus preparation money would come to about 559 million dollars. Our wider

guide to how FIFA builds a World Cup prize pot explains the men side of these numbers.

What Changes in 2027

What changes in 2027, and what does not

Brazil 2027 keeps the format introduced in 2023, so the prize fund will again be shared by 32 teams. The

bigger changes are commercial and geographic, and they all bear on how much FIFA can afford to pay.
Brazil 2027 at a glance
e Format unchanged: 32 teams, 8 groups, 64 matches, from 24 June to 25 July 2027. Expansion to 48
teams starts only in 2031.

e First Womens World Cup in South America, with eight host cities: Belo Horizonte, Brasilia, Fortaleza,

Porto Alegre, Recife, Rio de Janeiro, Salvador and Sao Paulo.

¢ Qualification: 29 places are filled directly (AFC 6, CAF 4, Concacaf 4, CONMEBOL 3 including hosts

Brazil, OFC 1, UEFA 11) and 3 through a ten team play off tournament ending in February 2027.
e Final draw on 11 December 2026 at the Museum of Modern Art in Rio de Janeiro.

e Media rights sold separately from the men tournament for the second time; Netflix holds exclusive US

rights for 2027 and 2031, the first buyer to take the competition in full in that market.
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e FIFA revenue target of 1 billion dollars, almost double the more than 570 million dollars reported for

2023.

e Prize fund, preparation money and club benefits: not announced as of October 2026.

One thing that will not change is the size of the field, which matters for any comparison with 2023. Because
the number of teams is the same, any increase in the 2027 pool will translate directly into higher payments
per team, unlike the move from 24 to 32 teams in 2023. The countries with the most experience at this

level are listed in our ranking of most Womens World Cup appearances.

Crowds and Revenue

What pays for it: crowds, audiences and FIFA revenue

The case for larger prize funds rests on what the tournament earns. Attendance has risen strongly but not
in a straight line. China 2007 drew about 1.19 million spectators, Germany 2011 about 0.85 million and
Canada 2015 about 1.35 million, then a record for any FIFA event other than the men World Cup. France

2019 drew about 1.13 million, and the first 32 team edition in Australia and New Zealand almost 2 million.

Total Stadium Attendance at the Womens World Cup, 2007 to 2023 (million)All matches at each
tournament; 32 matches in 2007 and 2011, 52 in 2015 and 2019, 64 in 2023.

Data:
FIFA.
Note:

the number of matches rose with the field, so totals are not directly comparable. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.
Almost 2 million in 2023: the 32 team format lifted attendance about three quarters above France 2019.

Audiences tell a similar story. FIFA said 764 million people watched the 2015 tournament on television at
home. The 2019 edition reached 1.12 billion viewers across all platforms, with an average live audience of
17.27 million per match and 82.18 million for the final. For 2023 FIFA reported that more than 2 billion
people engaged with the tournament and an average of 14.12 million watched each of the 64 matches; FIFA

measured these numbers in different ways at each edition, so they show scale rather than a precise trend.

EDITION MEASURE VALUE
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2015 Canada Television audience at home 764 million

2015 Canada Average live audience per match 8.39 million

2019 France Total reach, all platforms 1.12 billion

2019 France Average live audience per match 17.27 million

2019 France Average live audience, final 82.18 million

2023 AUS and NZ People engaged with the tournament more than 2 billion
2023 AUS and NZ Average viewers per match 14.12 million

Revenue is the hinge of the parity debate. Before 2023 the womens rights were bundled with the men
tournament. In March 2023 Infantino said offers for the women tournament were 10 to 100 times lower than
for the men, and FIFA threatened a broadcast blackout in the five largest European markets before
reaching agreements shortly before the tournament. In August 2023 he said the edition had generated

more than 570 million dollars and broken even, the first time FIFA had said so about a Womens World Cup.

The 2023 Package as a Share of Tournament Revenue (%)Prize money, preparation money and club

benefits against reported revenue.

Data:

FIFA package (March 2023) and revenue stated by the FIFA President (August 2023).
Note:

revenue was given as more than 570 million dollars, so the share is an upper bound. The remainder also
had to cover a tournament budget FIFA put at more than 500 million dollars. Compiled by

BusinessStats.Switch to the table for exact figures.

About a quarter of revenue went to participants in 2023; a 655 million dollar pool would equal about two

thirds of the 1 billion dollar target for 2027.

That ratio frames the challenge for 2027. If FIFA reaches its 1 billion dollar target and keeps the 2023
balance, the pool would be close to 200 million dollars. Full parity with the men would need a much larger
share of the revenue, or support from the rest of the FIFA budget. FIFA expected revenue of about 13 billion
dollars in the 2023 to 2026 cycle and budgets more than 14 billion dollars for 2027 to 2030, so the money
exists at group level; the question is how FIFA chooses to allocate it. The organisation finances are covered

in our reports on FIFA revenue and FIFA net income.
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What to Watch

What to watch before the first match in Brazil

The first signal will be a FIFA Council decision on the 2027 financial contribution. For both the 2019 and
2026 tournaments, the prize money was set by the Council and announced in a media release, and the
2023 package was presented at the FIFA Congress. Any of the remaining Council meetings before June
2027 could carry it. The draw in Rio on 11 December 2026 is an obvious moment, although the August

release about the draw said nothing on money.

The second signal is whether FIFA keeps the 2023 player model, with fixed amounts for every player, and
whether it raises the minimum of 30,000 dollars. FIFPRO asked in 2022 for at least 30 percent of prize
money to go to players; under the 2023 model players were allocated a larger share than that across the
tournament as a whole. The third is how FIFA defines equal: the same total pool, the same pay per finishing
place, or equal treatment in conditions only. Each would produce a very different number, as the scenarios

above show.

Finally, the commercial results will matter. The Netflix deal in the United States, sponsorship sales and
ticketing in Brazil will show whether the 1 billion dollar target is realistic. Individual stars of the women
game, whose profile helps sell the tournament, are recognised in the FIFA Best Womens Player award, and

our FIFA statistics hub collects the governing body data in one place.

Key Facts

The Womens World Cup prize fund in eight numbers

1991 to 2003Editions without prize moneyFour tournaments.$5.8MFirst pool, 200716 teams.$110MRecord
pool, 202332 teams.$152MFull 2023 packageWith preparation and clubs.$10.5MPaid for the 2023
titleFederation and players.4 to 1Men to women ratio2022 and 2023 cycle.$655MMen 2026 poolThe parity

benchmark.Not setBrazil 2027 fundAs of October 2026. FAQ

Questions about the history of Womens World Cup prize money

FIFA has not announced it. As of mid October 2026 there is no official prize fund for Brazil 2027. The

previous edition, in 2023, had a 110 million dollar prize pool inside a 152 million dollar package.
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In March 2023 the FIFA President said the goal was equal payments for the 2026 men and 2027 women
World Cups. The men got 655 million dollars in 2026. FIFA has not yet confirmed whether the 2027 fund

will match it.

In 2007. The four tournaments from 1991 to 2003 paid no prize money for results. China 2007 had a 5.8

million dollar pool, with 1 million dollars for the champions.

From 5.8 million dollars in 2007 to 110 million dollars in 2023, about 19 times. Counting preparation money

and club benefits, FIFA paid 15 million dollars in 2015, 50 million in 2019 and 152 million in 2023.

Spain received about 10.5 million dollars in total: 4.29 million dollars for the federation and 270,000 dollars

for each of the 23 players.

The 2023 pool of 110 million dollars was 25 percent of the 440 million dollars the men shared in 2022. In

2015 the women pool was 4.2 percent of the men 2014 pool, and in 2019 it was 7.5 percent.

Matching the 655 million dollar men pool would need about six times the 2023 pool. Paying each of the 32
finishing places what the same place earned in the 2026 men tournament would cost about 511 million

dollars. These are BusinessStats calculations, not FIFA plans.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino said it generated more than 570 million dollars and broke even. FIFA has set

a target of 1 billion dollars in revenue for Brazil 2027.

The final draw is on 11 December 2026 at the Museum of Modern Art in Rio de Janeiro. The tournament

runs from 24 June to 25 July 2027 with 32 teams.
Sources

FIFA - 152 million dollars for the Womens World Cup 2023 and the parity ambition for 2026 and 2027, 73rd
FIFA Congress, 16 March 2023.

FIFA - new payment model for the Womens World Cup 2023, 8 June 2023.

FIFA Council - financial contribution for the Womens World Cup France 2019, 26 October 2018.
FIFA Council - World Cup 2026 financial contribution and prize money, 17 December 2025.
FIFA Council - World Cup 2018 contributions to participants, 27 October 2017.

FIFA - Womens World Cup 2027 final draw announcement, 25 August 2026.

FIFA Council - Brazil 2027 dates and qualification slots.
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FIFA - Netflix US media rights for the 2027 and 2031 Womens World Cups, 20 December 2024.

FIFA - France 2019 audience report, October 2019; and the November 2024 release on engagement with

the 2023 tournament.
FIFPRO - player demands of October 2022 and the 2023 package, March 2023.

FIFA Annual Report 2025 (cycle revenue and the 2027 to 2030 budget); FIFA statements on 2007, 2011 and

2015 prize money and on tournament attendance.

Prize pools are FIFA performance prize money paid to national associations. The 2011 total is the figure
FIFA gave in December 2014; earlier reports were lower. Revenue figures for 2023 and the 1 billion dollar
target for 2027 are statements by the FIFA President. Ratios, per team averages, champion shares and all
2027 parity scenarios are BusinessStats calculations and not FIFA forecasts. FIFA had not published a 2027

prize fund at the time of writing.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Players with the most Women's World Cup
appearances 1991-2023

Updated Jun 16, 2026 - businesstats.com/most-womens-world-cup-appearances

30 7 24

LILLY'S MATCHES (RECORD) FORMIGA'S TOURNAMENTS LILLY'S MATCH WINS

24yrs 41 5

FORMIGA'S SPAN OLDEST APPEARANCE (AGE) PLAYERS WITH 6+ EDITIONS

Overview

Players with the most appearances in the FIFA Women's World Cup as of
2023

Appearance records measure something subtler than goals: the ability to stay at the summit of international
football for a decade or more, through injuries, form cycles and the relentless turnover of squads. By that
measure, Kristine Lilly stands alone. The American midfielder played 30 Women's World Cup matches
across five tournaments from 1991 to 2007, starting 29 of them and winning 24, the only player in the
competition's history with at least 20 victories. The strikers whose goals these long careers enabled are
ranked in our Women's World Cup top scorers of all time analysis, where the same handful of nations

dominates. Thirty matches is a figure no active player is within a decade of reaching.

Just behind Lilly's match record sits an even more remarkable feat of longevity. Brazil's Formiga appeared
at seven consecutive World Cups from 1995 to 2019, a record no player, male or female, has matched in
either World Cup, accumulating 27 matches across a 24-year span. Abby Wambach and Carli Lloyd follow
with 25 matches each, Birgit Prinz made 24, and Marta around 23 across her six tournaments. The national
teams that sustained these careers still occupy the elite of our FIFA world ranking of women's national
soccer teams analysis, with the USA, Germany and Brazil all in the current top six. Between them, the six

players on this list lifted the World Cup seven times.

most Women's World Cup appearances Lilly Formiga Wambach matches barMost Women's World Cup

Matches Playedmost Women's World Cup appearances Lilly Formiga Wambach matches bar 30Lilly

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 220 of 368



m BusinessStats Most Women'’s World Cup Appearances: Lilly’s 30 Matches

(record)
Note: official match counts, 1991-2023; Marta's total is approximate at around 23.

The list is striking for its concentration. All six leading players come from just four nations, the United
States, Brazil and Germany among them, and all played for teams that routinely reached the semi-finals or
better. That is no coincidence: deep tournament runs are the raw material of appearance records, since a
team eliminated in the group stage offers its players only three matches per edition, while a finalist plays six
or seven. Lilly's United States never finished worse than third in her five tournaments, handing her a fixture
volume that players from weaker teams could never access, however long their careers lasted. The

appearance table is, in effect, a list of the players the great dynasties trusted most.

Lilly's path to 30 matches illustrates how the record was assembled. She played all six of the United States'
games at the inaugural 1991 tournament as a 19-year-old, then six more at each of the next four editions as
the Americans reached at least the semi-finals every time. Her tournament-by-tournament consistency
meant she never missed a knockout match in 16 years, and her 27 consecutive starts remain a record of
their own. By her final World Cup in 2007 she had become the competition's elder stateswoman, scoring
past her 36th birthday, and her totals in every category, matches, starts and wins, remain the benchmarks
for the modern era. Even with today's longer tournaments, no current player has banked even 20 matches.
The gap between the record and the chasing pack has rarely been wider in any single category of the

record books.

The records also span the tournament's entire history. Lilly played in the inaugural 1991 edition; Marta's
final appearance came in 2023, meaning the two careers together touch all nine World Cups ever staged.
Between those bookends, the competition tripled its match count and professionalised beyond recognition,
changes that cut both ways for record-chasers: more matches per tournament, but deeper squads, heavier
rotation and fiercer competition for places. This report works through both dimensions of the appearance
record, matches and tournaments, the nations behind the longevity, and how the women's marks compare

with the men's game. Each chart that follows isolates one dimension of these layered records.

Most Tournaments Table

Players with Five or More World Cup Tournaments

Players at Five or More Women's World Cups, 1991-2023Click any column to sort

PLAYER COUNTRY TOURNAMENTS
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Formiga Brazil 7 1995-2019
Homare Sawa Japan 6 1995-2015
Marta Brazil 6 2003-2023
Christine Sinclair Canada 6 2003-2023
Onome Ebi Nigeria 6 2003-2023
Kristine Lilly United States 5 1991-2007
Birgit Prinz Germany 5 1995-20M
Christie Rampone United States 5 1999-2015
Cristiane Brazil 5 2003-2019
Sophie Schmidt Canada 5 2007-2023

The full list of five-tournament players reads like a roll of honour for the women's game. Formiga's seven
editions head the table, followed by a quartet on six: Japan's 2011 champion captain Homare Sawa, Brazil's
Marta, Canada's all-time international goals record holder Christine Sinclair, and Nigeria's defensive
stalwart Onome Ebi, whose presence makes Africa's only entry on the list. Five more players reached five
tournaments, including double champions Lilly and Christie Rampone of the United States and Germany's
Birgit Prinz. Three of the ten are Brazilian, a tribute to that nation's habit of extending its greats' careers,
and three saw their spans end at the 2023 tournament, suggesting the six-edition club may soon welcome
new members. The current strength of the teams these veterans served is tracked in our world ranking of

national soccer teams analysis of the men's game.

Most Editions Played

Formiga and the Most Tournaments Played

Counting editions rather than matches reorders the podium entirely. Formiga's seven World Cups, every
tournament from 1995 to 2019, form one of the most extraordinary records in any sport: she debuted at 17
years and 96 days and bowed out at 41 years and 112 days, the oldest appearance in the competition's
history. The four players on six editions each tell their own story of endurance, from Sawa's six
tournaments for Japan to Ebi's two decades anchoring Nigeria's defence. The men's equivalent record
stands at just five tournaments, as documented in our players with the most FIFA World Cup matches

analysis, meaning the women's game holds the all-time longevity crown outright. Seven tournaments is a
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span longer than most professional careers in their entirety.

The six-tournament quartet behind Formiga deserves individual mention. Homare Sawa anchored Japan
across six editions from 1995 to 2015, peaking when she captained the 2011 champions and won both the
Golden Boot and Golden Ball at the age of 32. Christine Sinclair carried Canada from 2003 to 2023 while
becoming international football's all-time leading scorer across all competitions, with 190 goals. Onome Ebi
marshalled Nigeria's defence over the same two decades, becoming the first African player, male or
female, to appear at six World Cups. And Marta turned her six editions into the tournament's goal record.

Four players, four continents' worth of football history, and a shared testament to two-decade excellence.

most Women's World Cup tournaments played Formiga Sawa Marta barMost World Cup Editions

Playedmost Women's World Cup tournaments played Formiga Sawa Marta bar 7Formiga (record)

By Nation

Which Nations Produce the Marathon Careers

Grouping the ten five-tournament players by country reveals an unexpected leader. Brazil supplies three,
Formiga, Marta and Cristiane, despite never winning the tournament, a sign of how heavily the Selecao has
leaned on its golden generation. The United States and Canada contribute two each, through Lilly and
Rampone, and Sinclair and Schmidt, while Japan, Germany and Nigeria complete the list with one apiece.
Europe's relative scarcity is notable given its dominance of the current rankings, reflecting the deeper
squad rotation of its modern powers. The titles these enduring careers chased are recorded in our
Women's World Cup title winners analysis, where the contrast between Brazil's longevity and its empty
trophy cabinet is starkest. Brazil's veterans gave the tournament continuity even when the trophy eluded

them.

Goalkeepers and defenders are the quiet specialists of appearance records. Christie Rampone, the only
player to win World Cups twelve years apart in 1999 and 2015, made her five tournaments as a defender
renowned for fitness and discipline, captaining the 2015 champions at 40. Sophie Schmidt's five editions
for Canada were built on midfield reliability rather than headlines. Players in these roles benefit from
positions where experience compounds and physical decline arrives later, which is why the marathon lists
skew away from forwards. The exceptions, Marta and Cristiane, only underline how extraordinary their

combination of striker's burden and stayer's durability really was across two decades of elite competition.

five tournament Women's World Cup players by nation Brazil USA barFive-Plus Tournament Players, by

Nationfive tournament Women's World Cup players by nation Brazil USA bar 3Brazil2USA & Canada
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Lilly's Record

Inside Kristine Lilly's 30-Match Record

Lilly's record is as much about quality as quantity. Of her 30 World Cup matches, she won 24, a winning
percentage no long-serving player has approached, and she started 29, including a record 27 consecutive
starts. Her United States never finished outside the top three in any of her five tournaments, lifting the
trophy in 1991 and 1999. She scored in every World Cup she played except her 1991 debut, and in 2007
became the first player to score in the competition past the age of 36. Her 354 international caps remain
the all-time record for any footballer. The team success underpinning those numbers is traced in our all-
time standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup analysis of the men's game, where no individual
record rests on so consistent a platform. Her record is as much a team achievement as a personal one, and

she would likely say so herself.

Kristine Lilly Women's World Cup wins record 24 of 30 donutLilly's 30 Matches: Wins vs Other

ResultsKristine Lilly Women's World Cup wins record 24 of 30 donut 24Wins

Note: 24 wins from 30 matches; the only player with 20 or more World Cup wins.Goals vs Matches

Appearances and Goals, Side by Side

Setting matches against goals separates the marathon runners from the finishers. Marta turned her 23
appearances into a record 17 goals, and Prinz her 24 into 14, strike rates that double those of the pure
endurance specialists. Lilly scored eight times in her 30 matches, a respectable return for a midfielder,
while Formiga, a holding player, scored just twice in 27, her value measured in control rather than goals.
Wambach and Lloyd, with 14 and 10 goals from 25 matches each, balanced both qualities. The full scoring
hierarchy is ranked in our leading scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis of the men's tournament, where
the same trade-off between longevity and output recurs across eras. The grouped totals make plain how

differently greatness can be distributed across a career.

Women's World Cup appearances vs goals Lilly Marta grouped barMatches and Goals, Leading

PlayersWomen's World Cup appearances vs goals Lilly Marta grouped bar 177Marta's goals

Formiga's Longevity
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Formiga's 24-Year World Cup Arc

Plotting Formiga's age at each of her seven tournaments turns a statistic into a career biography. She
arrived in 1995 as a 17-year-old from Salvador, nicknamed after the Portuguese word for ant for her tireless
work, and returned at 21, 25, 29, 33, 37 and finally 41, by which point she was facing opponents born after
her debut. Along the way she collected bronze in 1999 and silver in 2007, and amassed 234 caps for Brazil,
the most of any Brazilian footballer of either gender. The global structures that govern such careers are
profiled in our FIFA statistics and facts overview. No World Cup player, male or female, has ever stretched
a career across so many editions, and the record may stand for decades. By her final tournament, she had

outlasted four generations of teammates.

The economics of the women's game shaped these careers in ways the modern era is erasing. For most of
the span covered by these records, few players could live on football alone; Formiga balanced club stints
across Brazil, Sweden and the United States, and many of her contemporaries combined international
careers with second jobs. Longevity therefore required not just fitness but financial persistence. Today's
professionals, supported by full-time leagues, sports science and squad depth, enjoy conditions the
pioneers never knew, yet face sharper competition for every squad place. Whether professionalisation
ultimately lengthens careers, by preserving bodies, or shortens them, by accelerating replacement, is one

of the quiet experiments now running in the women's game.

There is a practical lesson in the records for national federations. Every marathon career on this list
belonged to a player whose federation kept faith through dips in form, injury and ageing, and was repaid
with continuity that smoothed generational transitions. Brazil's reliance on Formiga and Marta papered over
thin succession planning, while the United States' conveyor of veterans, from Lilly to Rampone to Lloyd,
reflected a system deep enough to retain greats without depending on them. As the women's game
professionalises, squad churn is accelerating, and the federations that still find room for two-decade

servants may discover that experience, like talent, is an asset that compounds across World Cup cycles.

The contrast between the match record and the tournament record captures two philosophies of sporting
longevity. Lilly's 30 matches were built on permanence: a player so central that her team's deep runs
automatically became her appearances, every edition adding six games to the ledger. Formiga's seven
tournaments were built on persistence: surviving selection cycle after selection cycle, accepting changing
roles, returning even when Brazil's runs were short. One record rewards being irreplaceable on a dominant
team; the other rewards being valuable enough, for long enough, on any team at all. That the two records

belong to different players, from different footballing cultures, makes the pairing all the more fitting as a
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summary of what endurance in international football can mean. Future record-holders will likely need a

measure of both.

Formiga age at each Women's World Cup 1995 2019 lineFormiga's Age at Each World CupFormiga age at
each Women's World Cup 1995 2019 line 41In 2019

Men vs Women

How the Records Compare with the Men's Game

On both headline measures, the women's records outstrip the men's. Lilly's 30 matches exceed Lionel
Messi's men's record of 26, set across his five tournaments to 2022, while Formiga's seven editions beat
the men's maximum of five, a mark shared by Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Lothar Matthaeus, Gianluigi Buffon,
Rafael Marquez and Antonio Carbajal. The gap partly reflects structural differences: the women's
tournament arrived when careers could span its entire history, and its expansion multiplied matches for
dominant teams. The next men's edition, examined in our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis, could see Messi
narrow the match gap at a sixth tournament, which would equal Formiga's haul in editions only if he
returned yet again in 2030. For now, both versions of the record belong unambiguously to the women's

game.

Several active players are positioned to climb these lists by 2027. Veterans who debuted in the early 2010s
and remain first-choice internationals could reach a fourth or fifth tournament in Brazil, and any member of
the 2023 cohort who survives two more cycles would join the five-edition club by 2031. The expanded 32-
team field improves the odds, since more nations qualify and more squad places exist than ever before. Yet
the match record looks safer than the tournament record: reaching 30 appearances requires not just
attending five or six World Cups but playing nearly every minute of deep runs in most of them, a
combination of individual indispensability and team success that the modern game's rotation makes

increasingly rare.

Appearance milestones have also become part of the tournament's storytelling. Formiga's seventh World
Cup in 2019 was celebrated by FIFA itself as a landmark for the sport, her every substitution greeted as a
piece of living history, while Lilly's records feature in the case for her place among the greatest Americans
ever to play. Federations now actively manage veterans toward milestone tournaments, balancing
sentiment against selection, and broadcasters build narratives around final campaigns, as they did for
Marta and Sinclair in 2023. In a sport whose history is barely three decades old, the players who span most

of it carry a documentary value beyond their on-field contribution, living links between the pioneering era
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and the professional present. Few records in sport double as historical archives quite so neatly.

women's vs men's World Cup appearance records Lilly Messi barAppearance Records: Women vs

Menwomen's vs men's World Cup appearance records Lilly Messi bar 30Lilly26Messi

Career Spans

The Longest World Cup Career Spans

Measured from first World Cup match to last, the spans of the leading players stretch across generations.
Formiga's 24 years from 1995 to 2019 lead by four clear years, ahead of a group on roughly two decades:
Marta, Sinclair and Ebi, whose spans all ran from 2003 to 2023, and Sawa, who covered 1995 to 2015.
Lilly's 16 years, from the inaugural tournament to 2007, complete the list. Spans like these demand more
than fitness; they require surviving every coaching change, tactical revolution and generational refresh a
federation undergoes in twenty years. The team strength sustaining such careers is measured in our win
probability of FIFA World Cup teams analysis, which shows how rare two decades of elite status truly is. A

twenty-year span means debuting as a teenager and retiring past most players' final season.

longest Women's World Cup career spans Formiga Marta years barWorld Cup Career Spans, in

Yearslongest Women's World Cup career spans Formiga Marta years bar 24Formiga20Four players

Squad Sizes

Growing Squads, Growing Opportunity

The context behind appearance records has shifted with squad regulations. World Cup squads held 18
players in 1991, grew to 20 in 1995, 21in 2007, and 23 from 2015 onwards, widening the pool of players
who attend tournaments but also intensifying rotation. Larger squads mean a place at a World Cup no
longer guarantees minutes, which is why match counts and tournament counts have diverged as records: a
modern veteran can attend six editions yet play fewer matches than Lilly managed in five. The
confederations whose teams fill those squads are mapped in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation
analysis. Squad growth, like tournament expansion, has made attendance easier and accumulation harder

at the same time. The records of the future will be shaped as much by these rules as by talent.

Women's World Cup squad size growth 1991 2015 barWorld Cup Squad Sizes, by EraWomen's World Cup
squad size growth 1991 2015 bar 23Since 2015

Matches per Tournament
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The Expanding Match Calendar

The tournament's own growth frames every appearance record. The 12-team editions of 1991 and 1995
staged 26 matches each, the 16-team era settled at 32, expansion to 24 teams in 2015 lifted the total to 52,
and the 32-team 2023 World Cup staged 64. A champion now plays seven matches per edition, against six
in the early years, so a player who wins two modern tournaments can bank 14 appearances where Lilly's
generation earned 12. The venues hosting this expanding calendar are catalogued in our matches at FIFA
World Cups by city and country analysis of the men's game. As the women's tournament grows further, the
raw arithmetic of appearances will keep tilting toward the current generation. Even so, the human limits of

two-decade careers will always be the binding constraint.

total matches per Women's World Cup 1991 2023 lineTotal Matches per Tournamenttotal matches per

Women's World Cup 19912023 line 64In 2023

30Lilly's MatchesAll-time record, 1991-2007. Source: FIFA 2026. 7Formiga's EditionsRecord for any player.
Source: FIFA 2026. 410Ildest AppearanceFormiga, 2019, age 41. Source: FIFA 2026. 64Matches in 2023Up
from 26 in 1991. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the appearance records honour a particular kind of greatness: not the explosive brilliance
of a single tournament, but the discipline to remain indispensable across many. Kristine Lilly's 30 matches
and 24 wins set a standard built on American dominance and personal durability, while Formiga's seven
editions across 24 years may be the least breakable record in football. The list of marathon careers is
dominated by Brazil, the United States and a handful of other pioneering nations, and both headline marks
exceed anything the men's game has produced. With squads deeper, rotation heavier and competition
fiercer than ever, the open questions for the coming cycles are whether any active player can reach a sixth
or seventh tournament, and whether the expanding match calendar will eventually produce a challenger to
Lilly's 30, or simply make her blend of longevity and permanence look more remarkable with every passing

World Cup.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Most Women's World Cup Appearances

Kristine Lilly of the United States holds the record with 30 Women's World Cup matches, played across
five tournaments from 1991to 2007. She won 24 of those 30 games, making her the only player with at

least 20 wins in the competition, and started 29 of the 30. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Brazil's Formiga played in a record seven Women's World Cups, every edition from 1995 to 2019, more
than any player, male or female, in World Cup history. Homare Sawa, Marta, Christine Sinclair and Onome

Ebi follow with six tournaments each. Source: FIFA 2026.

Formiga made 27 Women's World Cup appearances across her seven tournaments, second only to
Kristine Lilly's 30. Her span of 24 years is the longest in tournament history, from her debut at 17 years
and 96 days in 1995 to her final match at 41 years and 112 days in 2019, the oldest appearance ever.
Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes, twice. Lilly was a champion with the United States at the inaugural 1991 tournament and again in 1999,
and added third-place finishes in 1995, 2003 and 2007. Her 24 wins from 30 matches give her the best

winning record of any player in the competition's history. Source: FIFA 2026.

Marta appeared at six Women's World Cups, every edition from 2003 to 2023, making around 23
appearances and scoring a record 17 goals. Only Formiga, with seven tournaments, has played in more
editions, and Marta shares the six-tournament mark with Homare Sawa, Christine Sinclair and Onome Ebi.

Source: FIFA 2026.

The women's records exceed the men's on both counts. Kristine Lilly's 30 matches beat Lionel Messi's
men's record of 26 appearances, while Formiga's seven tournaments surpass the men's maximum of five,
shared by players including Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Lothar Matthaeus and Gianluigi Buffon. Source: FIFA

2026.

Brazil leads. Of the ten players who have appeared at five or more Women's World Cups, three are
Brazilian: Formiga, Marta and Cristiane. The United States and Canada have two each, through Lilly and
Christie Rampone, and Christine Sinclair and Sophie Schmidt, with Japan, Germany and Nigeria supplying

one apiece. Source: FIFA 2026.

Wambach and Lloyd share third place with 25 Women's World Cup matches each. Wambach's came
across four tournaments from 2003 to 2015, ending with the 2015 title, while Lloyd's span ran from 2007 to

2019, taking in two championships and her famous final hat-trick in 2015. Source: FIFA 2026.

Tournament growth has multiplied the matches available. The Women's World Cup expanded from 26
total matches in 1991to 64 in 2023, and winning teams now play seven games per edition instead of six or
fewer. A modern player on a strong team can accumulate appearances faster, though squad rotation works

in the opposite direction. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Yes. Match counts for the leading players are official FIFA Women's World Cup records confirmed across
FIFA statistics, Guinness World Records and reputable football references. Tournament counts are
complete through the 2023 edition; Marta's match total is approximate at around 23. Records next change

at the 2027 World Cup. Source: FIFA 2026.
Sources

Guinness World Records - Most FIFA Women's World Cup Match Appearances - The certified record

source for Kristine Lilly's 30 matches and 24 wins used throughout this report.

FIFA Women's World Cup official records - Source for match counts, tournament participation and the list

of players at five or more editions.

Reputable football references (Opta Analyst, worldfootball.net) - Used to confirm the appearance totals,

career spans and age records of the leading players.

Match counts for the leading players are official records through the 2023 tournament; Marta's total is
approximate at around 23. Tournament counts cover players who appeared at final tournaments. Records

next change at the 2027 World Cup. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Players with the most Women's World Cup goals
1991-2023

Updated Jun 16, 2026 - businesstats.com/womens-world-cup-top-scorers-all-time

17 14 10

MARTA'S GOALS (RECORD) PRINZ & WAMBACH AKERS IN 1991 (SINGLE WC)

5 ~440 1,000+

GOALS IN ONE MATCH PLAYERS HAVE SCORED TOTAL GOALS SINCE 1991

Overview

All-time leading goal scorers in the FIFA Women's World Cup as of 2023

Almost 440 players have scored at the Women's World Cup since China's Ma Li netted the tournament's
very first goal in 1991, but only a handful have turned scoring into a career-defining record. At the top sits
Marta, Brazil's six-tournament icon, whose 17 goals between 2003 and 2019 remain three clear of the field.
Birgit Prinz, the engine of Germany's back-to-back titles, and Abby Wambach, the most prolific scorer in
United States history, share second on 14. The teams these players carried are ranked today in our FIFA
world ranking of women's national soccer teams analysis, where Brazil, Germany and the USA all remain in

the elite. Her record has now outlasted her own playing career, a monument no rival has approached.

The chasing pack reads like a history of the women's game. Michelle Akers, whose 12 goals came in just 13
matches, dominated the inaugural era; Sun Wen carried China to the brink of the 1999 title; Bettina
Wiegmann and Heidi Mohr anchored Germany's rise; Cristiane gave Brazil a second great finisher; Ann
Kristin Aaroenes led Norway's champions; and Carli Lloyd delivered on the biggest stages for the USA. The
titles their goals produced are tallied in our Women's World Cup title winners analysis. Together, the top 10
spans every era of a tournament that has grown from 12 teams to 32. Their combined goals account for

well over a tenth of everything ever scored at the tournament.

most Women's World Cup goals all time Marta Prinz Wambach barAll-Time Women's World Cup Top

Scorersmost Women's World Cup goals all time Marta Prinz Wambach bar 17Marta (record)
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Note: official goal tallies, 1991-2023 tournaments; penalty shoot-out goals excluded.

The gap at the top is wider than it looks. Marta's three-goal cushion over Prinz and Wambach has stood
since 2015, and with all three now retired from World Cup play, the record is frozen until a new generation
mounts a challenge. The nearest active scorers entering the 2027 cycle sit well short of double figures,
meaning Marta's mark is likely to survive for at least another tournament or two. By comparison, the men's
record of 16, held by Miroslav Klose and profiled in our leading scorers at the FIFA World Cup analysis, is
actually one goal lower, making Marta the most prolific World Cup scorer of either gender. It is a distinction

unlikely to be surrendered this decade.

The list also captures how scoring power has shifted across eras. The early tournaments were dominated
by American and Norwegian forwards feasting in a shallow field, the 2000s belonged to Germany's golden
generation, and the 2010s to Marta's Brazil and Wambach's USA. No player who debuted after 2015 has yet
broken into the top 10, a reflection of how the expanded, more competitive modern tournament spreads
goals across more teams and makes individual accumulation harder. The records assembled here are
therefore both a leaderboard and a timeline, charting the journey of women's football from its pioneering

decade to its professional present. Every era of the sport is represented somewhere on the list.

Marta's claim to the record is strengthened by the company it keeps. Her 17 goals surpass not only every
woman who has played the tournament but also every man, edging Miroslav Klose's 16 in the men's
competition. She is also the only player of either gender to have scored at five separate World Cups, a run
stretching from her teenage debut in 2003 to her brace in 2019. Unlike most of her rivals on the list, she
built the record without ever winning the tournament, Brazil's best finish in her era being the 2007 final
defeat to Germany. That her individual brilliance never translated into a title is one of the enduring stories of

the women's game, and it makes the record feel all the more personal an achievement.

Full Top 10 Table

The Top 10 Scorers in Full

All-Time Women's World Cup Top Scorers, 1991-2023Click any column to sort

RANK PLAYER COUNTRY GOALS TOURNAMENTS
1 Marta Brazil 17 2003-2023
2 Birgit Prinz Germany 14 1995-20M
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2 Abby Wambach United States 14 2003-2015
4 Michelle Akers United States 12 1991-1999

5 Sun Wen China il 1991-2003
5 Bettina Wiegmann Germany 1 1991-2003
5 Cristiane Brazil n 2003-2019
8 Ann K. Aaroenes Norway 10 1995-1999
8 Heidi Mohr Germany 10 1991-1995

8 Carli Lloyd United States 10 2007-2019

The table shows a leaderboard built by three footballing superpowers. Germany and the United States
supply three players each, Brazil two, and Norway and China one apiece, with no other nation represented.
The tournament spans tell their own story: Sun Wen and Bettina Wiegmann scored across four editions
from the inaugural 1991 tournament, while Marta's two-decade arc from 2003 to 2023 is the longest of all.
Three of the ten, Akers, Mohr and Aaroenes, built their entire tallies in the compressed early era of 12 and
16-team fields, where the strongest sides routinely posted lopsided scorelines. That the modern game has
added only Cristiane and Lloyd to the list since 2007 underlines how much harder individual accumulation

has become. The longer the table stays frozen, the more historic its names appear.

The next generation faces a structurally harder road to the top 10. Modern tournaments distribute goals
across deeper squads, with rotation, substitutions and tighter defensive organisation all working against
single-striker accumulation. The 2023 Golden Boot was won with just five goals, and the leading active
scorers entering the 2027 cycle hold career tallies in the mid-single digits. To reach even 10 World Cup
goals, a forward now likely needs three or four tournaments of consistent output, which in turn requires
both personal longevity and a national team strong enough to keep reaching the knockout rounds. The
arithmetic explains why the leaderboard has barely moved in a decade, and why any player who does climb

it will have earned the place against tougher odds than the pioneers faced.

The records also reflect how the tournament itself has changed shape around its strikers. The 1991 and
1995 editions packed 12 teams into a fortnight, giving elite forwards a diet of mismatches in which big hauls
were possible; Akers and Mohr combined for 17 goals in 1991 alone. The 16 and 24-team eras tightened the
field, and the 32-team format of 2023, for all its record 164 goals, spread them across 36 different scoring

teams. The expansion that has democratised the goals has simultaneously protected the old records, a
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paradox in which growth at the team level locks in history at the individual level. Future record-chasers will
be playing a different sport, statistically, from the one the pioneers dominated. In that sense, every record

in this report carries a date stamp as important as its number.

Goals per Match

Efficiency: Goals per Match Among the Greats

Raw totals reward longevity, but strike rate reveals a different champion. Michelle Akers scored her 12
goals in just 13 World Cup matches, roughly 0.92 per game, the best ratio among the leading scorers by a
distance. Marta sits second at about 0.85 goals per match, a remarkable rate sustained across two
decades. Birgit Prinz and Abby Wambach, whose careers stretched to 24 and 25 matches respectively,
average around 0.58 and 0.56. The deeper squads and tighter defences of the modern game, reflected in
the team strength data of our win probability of FIFA World Cup teams analysis, make Akers' rate close to
untouchable. Efficiency, even more than volume, is where the inaugural era's stars still tower over
everyone since. A modern striker would need three exceptional tournaments to approach what Akers did in

two.

Michelle Akers occupies a category of her own in the tournament's statistical history. Her 10 goals at the
inaugural 1991 World Cup included five in a single match against Chinese Taipei and two in the final itself, a
one-tournament haul that has never been seriously threatened. Injuries and chronic fatigue syndrome
curtailed her later appearances, which is why her career total stopped at 12, yet her goals-per-match rate
remains the benchmark for every striker since. Had she enjoyed the fixture volume of the modern era, her
contemporaries have often argued, the all-time record might sit far beyond even Marta's reach. As it

stands, her 1991 campaign endures as the most dominant individual tournament the competition has seen.

goals per match Women's World Cup top scorers Akers Marta barGoals per Match, Leading Scorersgoals

per match Women's World Cup top scorers Akers Marta bar 0.92Akers

Note: indicative ratios; match counts for early-era players are approximate.Scorers by Nation

Which Nations Produce the Scorers

Widening the lens to the top 50 all-time scorers shows where goal-scoring talent has been concentrated.
Germany leads with 11 players among the top 50, narrowly ahead of the United States with 10, the two
nations that have also won six of the nine titles between them. Norway contributes six, Brazil five and China

four, with the remaining places spread across a handful of countries. The same national depth shows up in
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the squad records compiled in our players with the most FIFA World Cup matches analysis of the men's
game. The pattern is unmistakable: sustained team success and individual scoring records feed each other,
because deep tournament runs hand forwards more matches, and more matches mean more goals. The

virtuous circle of team depth and individual records runs through the entire list.

top 50 Women's World Cup scorers by nation Germany USA barTop-50 Scorers by Nationtop 50 Women's

World Cup scorers by nation Germany USA bar 11Germany10USA

By Confederation

Top-50 Scorers by Confederation

Grouped by confederation, Europe's grip on the scoring charts is emphatic. UEFA accounts for 27 of the
top 50 all-time scorers, more than half, against 11 from CONCACAF, seven from Asia and five from South
America. Africa and Oceania are yet to place a player in the top 50, mirroring their absence from the upper
reaches of the team rankings. The continental structure that shapes qualification and tournament places is
mapped in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis. Europe's dominance of the list has grown
with each cycle as its professional leagues deepen, and the current generation of European forwards is
well placed to extend it at the 2027 tournament in Brazil. For Africa and Oceania, a first top-50 scorer

would mark a genuine breakthrough.

top 50 Women's World Cup scorers by confederation donut UEFATop-50 Scorers by Confederationtop 50
Women's World Cup scorers by confederation donut UEFA 27UEFA

Golden Boot History

Golden Boot Winners Through the Editions

The Golden Boot tells the tournament-by-tournament story of the goal charts. Michelle Akers set a bar in
1991 that has never been threatened, winning the inaugural award with 10 goals. Since then the winning
tally has settled between five and seven: Ann Kristin Aaroenes took it with six in 1995, Sissi and Sun Wen
shared it on seven in 1999, Birgit Prinz and Marta won with seven in 2003 and 2007, and Homare Sawa,
Celia Sasic, Megan Rapinoe and Hinata Miyazawa have claimed it since with five or six. The overall scoring
environment behind these races is charted in our number of goals scored at FIFA World Cups analysis. The
falling winning totals, even as overall goals rise, show how evenly modern tournaments spread their

scoring. A five-goal Golden Boot, once unthinkable, may now be the new normal.
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Honourable mentions crowd the edge of the top 10. Alex Morgan and Megan Rapinoe each finished their
World Cup careers on nine goals, one short of the elite group, with Morgan sharing the single-match record
of five from the 13-0 win over Thailand in 2019. Brazil's Sissi and Germany's Celia Sasic both produced
Golden Boot campaigns without accumulating the career volume for the list, while Japan's Homare Sawa
turned five goals in 2011 into both the Golden Boot and the trophy itself. Norway's Hege Riise and Linda
Medalen, stalwarts of the 1990s, sit just behind the leaders with nine apiece. The depth of names just

outside the ten is a reminder of how unforgiving the cut-off is.

There is also a commercial dimension to these scoring legacies. Marta, Wambach and Rapinoe became the
marketable faces of their eras, their goals driving broadcast audiences, sponsorships and the visibility that
underpinned the women's game's financial rise. Record chases give broadcasters narratives, and
narratives bring viewers: Marta's pursuit of the all-time mark was a storyline of three consecutive
tournaments. As prize money and audiences grow, the next player to approach 17 goals will do so in front
of a global audience and a commercial machine that the pioneers never knew, turning a statistical
milestone into one of the most valuable individual narratives in world sport. The race to be the next Marta

has, in effect, already begun, even if its winner may not yet know it.

Golden Boot winning goals per Women's World Cup 1991 2023 barGolden Boot Winning Tally, by
EditionGolden Boot winning goals per Women's World Cup 1991 2023 bar 10Akers 1991

Single-Tournament Records

The Greatest Single-Tournament Hauls

Akers' 1991 campaign remains the outlier of outliers. Her 10 goals in a single tournament, capped by two in
the final, have stood for more than three decades, and no one since has come within three of it. Five
players share the next rung on seven: Heidi Mohr in that same 1991 edition, Sissi and Sun Wen in 1999,
Prinz in Germany's victorious 2003 run, and Marta in 2007, when she swept the Golden Boot and Golden
Ball. Akers also jointly holds the single-match record of five goals, equalled by Alex Morgan against
Thailand in 2019. The all-time team standings these performances fed are compiled in our all-time
standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup analysis. In an expanded field of evenly matched
sides, a new 10-goal tournament may simply be impossible. That is precisely what makes the 1991 records

so enduring.

most goals single Women's World Cup tournament Akers 1991 barMost Goals in a Single Tournamentmost

goals single Women's World Cup tournament Akers 1991 bar 10Akers 19917Five players
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Marta's Record

How Marta Built the Record, Edition by Edition

Marta's 17 goals were assembled across five scoring tournaments and two distinct peaks. She announced
herself with three goals as an 17-year-old in 2003, then produced the defining campaign of her career in
2007, scoring seven times and dragging Brazil to the final. Four more goals followed in 2011, a single strike
in 2015, and two in 2019, when she became the first player of either gender to score at five different World
Cups. Her sixth appearance in 2023 ended without a goal, closing the account at 17. The organisation
whose tournaments she illuminated is profiled in our FIFA statistics and facts overview. No Brazilian, and no
player anywhere, has matched her blend of longevity and output on the World Cup stage. Her 2007

campaign alone would place her among the tournament's all-time greats.

The careers of Prinz and Wambach offer a study in contrasting routes to the same total. Prinz arrived first,
debuting as a teenager in 1995 and peaking with seven goals in Germany's victorious 2003 campaign,
before adding more in the 2007 triumph; she remains Germany's all-time leading scorer with 128
international goals. Wambach, by contrast, was a force of sustained power across four tournaments,
famous for towering headers and late drama, including the 122nd-minute equaliser against Brazil in 2011
that remains one of the most replayed goals in tournament history. Both finished with 14, both lifted the

trophy, and both retired as the most prolific scorers their great footballing nations had ever produced.

Marta Women's World Cup goals by tournament 2003 2023 barMarta's Goals by TournamentMarta
Women's World Cup goals by tournament 2003 2023 bar 7In 2007

Goals per Tournament

The Scoring Environment, 1991-2023

The backdrop to every individual record is the tournament's overall scoring curve. Total goals per edition
ran at 99 in both 1991 and 1995, peaked at 123 in 1999, dipped to a low of 86 in the tight 2011 tournament,
then surged with expansion to 146 in 2015 and 2019 and a record 164 in 2023. More than 1,000 goals have
now been scored across the nine editions, shared among almost 440 different players. The hosts and
venues that staged this scoring are mapped in our matches at FIFA World Cups by city and country
analysis of the men's tournament. Rising totals spread across more teams explain the modern paradox:
more goals than ever, yet harder than ever for one striker to dominate the charts. The scoring environment

has never been richer, or more democratic. More than a tenth of all the tournament's goals arrived in 2023
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alone.

total goals per Women's World Cup tournament 1991 2023 lineTotal Goals per Tournament, 1991-2023total

goals per Women's World Cup tournament 1991 2023 line 1642023 record

Top-10 Nationalities

Nationalities of the Top 10 Scorers

Narrowing back to the elite ten, the national split crystallises the tournament's historic power balance.
Germany and the United States each placed three players in the top 10, Brazil two through Marta and
Cristiane, and Norway and China one each through Aaroenes and Sun Wen. Those five nations have also
supplied eight of the nine world titles, a connection between team success and individual records that is no
coincidence. The full title ledger is set out in our number of World Cup titles won by country analysis of the
men's game, where the same dynamic holds. For nations such as England, France and Spain, whose teams

now rank among the world's best, producing a top-10 all-time scorer is the record that still eludes them.

For all the focus on individuals, the scoring records are inseparable from team eras. Every player in the top
10 represented a side that reached at least one final, and most won the tournament outright. Sustained
team success delivers the semi-finals and finals where legacies are built, and the extra matches in which
tallies grow. This is why the absence of English, French and Spanish names from the list is so striking: their
teams' rise is recent, and their best forwards are only now accumulating the tournament minutes that
Germany's and America's greats banked across decades. If Europe's current powers sustain their
dominance through 2027 and beyond, the next additions to this list will almost certainly come from their

ranks.

nationalities of top 10 Women's World Cup scorers Germany USA barTop-10 Scorers by

Countrynationalities of top 10 Women's World Cup scorers Germany USA bar 3Germany3USA

Most Appearances

The Appearance Records Behind the Goals

Goal records rest on the platform of appearances, and here the United States and Brazil dominate again.
Kristine Lilly's 30 World Cup matches remain the all-time record, followed by Brazil's tireless Formiga on
27, whose career spanned an astonishing seven tournaments. Abby Wambach and Carli Lloyd each played

25 matches, while Marta's roughly 20 appearances came across a record-equalling six editions. Deep
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American runs gave their forwards repeated knockout-stage opportunities that players from weaker teams
never received. The next World Cup, whose hosting and structure are covered in our 2026 FIFA World Cup
analysis of the men's edition, precedes the women's 2027 tournament in Brazil, where a new generation
will begin building the appearance bases that future scoring records require. Longevity, as much as talent,

is the entry fee to this particular list.

most Women's World Cup appearances Lilly Formiga Wambach barMost Women's World Cup

Appearancesmost Women's World Cup appearances Lilly Formiga Wambach bar 30Lilly

17Marta's GoalsAll-time record, 2003-2019. Source: FIFA 2026. 10Akers in 1991Single-tournament record.
Source: FIFA 2026. 11German Top-50 ScorersMost of any nation. Source: FIFA 2026. 30Lilly's

MatchesAppearance record. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the scoring records describe a tournament whose individual honours remain anchored in
its first three decades. Marta's 17 goals lead a top 10 drawn entirely from five nations, with Germany and
the United States supplying three players each and the single-tournament and single-match records dating
back to 1991. The modern game, with its 32-team fields, deeper defences and evenly spread goals, makes
those marks progressively harder to approach, even as total scoring reaches new highs. The questions for
the coming cycle are whether any active forward can mount a genuine run at the top 10, whether the 2027
tournament in Brazil produces a Golden Boot race worthy of Marta's homeland, and how long the records

of Akers, Prinz, Wambach and Marta herself will stand as the benchmarks of the women's game.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Most Women's World Cup Goals

Brazil's Marta is the all-time leading scorer at the FIFA Women's World Cup, with 17 goals scored across
her appearances from 2003 to 2023. No other player has reached 15. Germany's Birgit Prinz and the

United States' Abby Wambach share second place with 14 goals each. Source: FIFA 2026.

Marta scored 17 goals in around 20 Women's World Cup matches, spread across the tournaments from
2003 to 2019: three in 2003, a Golden Boot-winning seven in 2007, four in 2011, one in 2015 and two in
2019. She appeared again at her sixth World Cup in 2023 but did not add to her tally. Source: FIFA 2026.

Michelle Akers of the United States holds the single-tournament record with 10 goals at the inaugural
1991 World Cup, including two in the final. The closest challengers are Sissi, Sun Wen, Birgit Prinz, Marta

and Heidi Mohr, who each scored seven in a single edition. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Five goals. Michelle Akers first set the mark against Chinese Taipei in 1991, and Alex Morgan equalled it 28
years later in the United States' 13-0 win over Thailand at the 2019 tournament, the biggest victory in

Women's World Cup history. Source: FIFA 2026.

Among the top 50 all-time scorers, Germany leads with 11 players, followed by the United States with 10.
By confederation, Europe dominates with 27 of the top 50, ahead of CONCACAF with 11, Asia with 7 and

South America with 5. Almost 440 players have scored at the tournament overall. Source: FIFA 2026.

Michelle Akers, by a clear margin. She scored 12 goals in just 13 World Cup matches, roughly 0.92 per
game. Marta follows at about 0.85 goals per match, while Birgit Prinz and Abby Wambach, who both played

far more matches, average around 0.58 and 0.56 respectively. Source: FIFA 2026.

More than 1,000 goals have been scored across the nine tournaments from 1991to 2023, excluding
penalty shoot-outs. The per-tournament total has risen from 99 in 1991 to a record 164 in 2023, as the field

expanded from 12 to 32 teams. Source: FIFA 2026.

Japan's Hinata Miyazawa won the 2023 Golden Boot with five goals. Her tally was the joint-lowest
winning total in tournament history, level with Homare Sawa's five in 2011, reflecting how evenly goals were

spread across the expanded 32-team field. Source: FIFA 2026.

Kristine Lilly of the United States holds the appearance record with 30 World Cup matches. Brazil's
Formiga follows with 27, while Abby Wambach and Carli Lloyd each played 25. Marta made around 20

appearances across a record-equalling six tournaments from 2003 to 2023. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The goal tallies are official FIFA Women's World Cup records, confirmed across FIFA statistics and
reputable football references. Counts cover the nine completed tournaments from 1991 to 2023 and
exclude penalty shoot-out goals. Match counts for some early-era players are approximate. Source: FIFA

2026.
Sources

FIFA Women's World Cup Top Goalscorers - Complete Records - The core compilation of official goal

tallies, top-50 breakdowns and tournament records used throughout this report.

FIFA Women's World Cup official statistics - Source for individual goal counts, Golden Boot winners and

single-tournament and single-match records.

Reputable football references (Opta Analyst, NBC Sports, Goal) - Used to confirm career spans, match

counts and the goals-per-match ratios of the leading scorers.
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Goal tallies are official FIFA records for the nine completed tournaments, 1991-2023, excluding penalty
shoot-outs. Match counts for some early-era players are approximate, so per-match ratios are indicative.

Records next change at the 2027 World Cup. Not investment advice.

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 241 of 368



m BuSineSSS ta t,S Women World Cup Winners by Country: USA 4 Titles Lead

STATISTICS REPORT

Countries with the most Women's World Cup
titles 1991-2023

Updated Jun 9, 2026 - businesstats.com/womens-world-cup-title-winners

4 2 9

USA TITLES (MOST) GERMANY TITLES EDITIONS PLAYED

5 32 |

DIFFERENT CHAMPIONS TEAMS IN 2023 SPAIN'S FIRST TITLE

Overview

Countries with the most FIFA Women's World Cup titles as of 2023

Since the first FIFA Women's World Cup in 1991, just five nations have managed to lift the trophy, and the
title race has been dominated by one country above all others. The United States has won four times, in
1991, 1999, 2015 and 2019, double the haul of any rival and a record that has defined the women's game.
Germany sits second with two titles, both won back to back in 2003 and 2007, while Norway, Japan and
Spain have each won a single title. This concentration of success among a handful of nations mirrors the
pattern in the men's game, set out in our number of World Cup titles won by country analysis, where a
small group of countries has shared the honours. Few national teams in any sport have so thoroughly

owned a competition for so long, which is exactly why Spain's 2023 breakthrough felt so significant.

The 2023 tournament in Australia and New Zealand added a fresh name to the list, as Spain beat England 1-
0 in the final to claim their first ever world title and become the fifth different champion. It capped a
tournament that was the largest in the competition's history, the first with 32 teams and the first held across
two countries and two confederations. Women's football is the fastest-growing part of FIFA's portfolio, a
rise that sits within the broader expansion of the organisation traced through our FIFA statistics and facts
overview. The arrival of Spain as champions signalled a shifting balance of power, with European nations

increasingly challenging the long American dominance.

Countries most Women's World Cup titles USA Germany 1991 2023 barWomen's World Cup Titles by
Country, 1991-2023Countries most Women's World Cup titles USA Germany 1991 2023 bar 4USA (most)
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Note: completed tournaments, 1991 to 2023; five nations have won.

The dominance of the United States is best understood in the context of the wider women's football
landscape. For most of the tournament's history, the USA combined deep domestic participation, an early
professional structure and consistent investment, giving it an edge that the men's game, organised
differently, has never matched, as our 2026 FIFA World Cup analysis of the men's competition shows.
While the men's World Cup spread its titles across South America and Europe over nearly a century, the
women's title stayed largely in American hands for three decades, a remarkable run of sustained success

at the very top of the sport.

Yet the broader trend is one of widening competition. The gap between the leading nations and the chasing
pack has narrowed with each edition, as more countries invest in women's football and the standard rises.
Spain's 2023 win, England's run to the final, and strong showings from nations across Europe and beyond
all point to a more open future. This report sets the title count alongside finals appearances, podium
finishes, and the tournament's striking growth in size, goals, crowds and prize money, to show both who
has won the most and how the competition itself has been transformed since 1991. Each measure that
follows tells part of the story of how a once-American tournament became a genuinely global contest. Read
together, they trace a tournament transformed from a niche event for a handful of nations into one of the
fastest-growing competitions in world sport, with rising crowds, prize money and global reach at every

turn.

Full Results Table

Women's World Cup Finals: Full Results

FIFA Women's World Cup Finals, 1991-2023Click any column to sort

YEAR HOST CHAMPION RUNNER-UP
1991 China United States Norway

1995 Sweden Norway Germany
1999 USA United States China

2003 USA Germany Sweden
2007 China Germany Brazil

20M Germany Japan United States
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2015 Canada United States Japan
2019 France United States Netherlands
2023 Australia & NZ Spain England

The full list of finals shows both the United States' dominance and the gradual broadening of the winners'
circle. The USA appears as champion in four of the nine finals and as runner-up in a fifth, in 2011, when
they lost to Japan. Germany's two wins came consecutively, sandwiched by a Norwegian triumph in 1995
and a long American era. The most recent final, in 2023, broke new ground entirely, pitting two first-time
finalists against each other in Spain and England, a sign of how the competition has opened up. Reading
down the champion column, the trophy stayed almost exclusively with the USA and Germany for two
decades before Japan, and then Spain, signalled the arrival of new contenders from Asia and southern
Europe. The champion column, read from top to bottom, is in effect a short history of power shifting across

the women's game.

Finals Appearances

Finals Appearances by Country

Reaching the final is itself a mark of elite status, and here too the United States leads, with five final
appearances out of nine. Germany follows with three, while Norway and Japan have each reached two
finals. A further six nations, China, Sweden, Brazil, the Netherlands, Spain and England, have each reached
a single final. The concentration of final appearances among a few countries echoes the entrenched
hierarchy of the men's game captured in our all-time standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup
analysis. The spread of recent finalists, however, with England and Spain both reaching their first final in
2023, suggests the door is opening to a wider group of contenders than the tournament's first three
decades ever allowed. That so many nations have now tasted a final, even just once, is itself a sign of how

far the game has spread.

The story of the Women's World Cup begins long before its prize money and packed stadiums. The
inaugural 1991 tournament in China was a modest affair by today's standards, with 12 teams and far less
attention than the men's game, yet it established the United States as the sport's first global power. In
those early editions, the gap between a small group of pioneering nations, chiefly the USA, Norway,
Germany and China, and the rest of the world was enormous. Many countries had only recently begun to

support women's national teams at all. The dominance of a few nations in the title and finals records is
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partly a legacy of this head start, as the early investors built advantages that took rivals decades to erode.

Women's World Cup finals appearances by country USA Germany barWomen's World Cup Finals

Appearances, by CountryWomen's World Cup finals appearances by country USA Germany bar 5SUSA

Titles by Confederation

Women's World Cup Titles by Confederation

Grouped by continental confederation, the titles split almost evenly between Europe and North America.
UEFA, representing Europe, accounts for four titles, won by Norway in 1995, Germany in 2003 and 2007,
and Spain in 2023. CONCACAF, through the United States alone, also has four. Asia's AFC has one,
courtesy of Japan in 2011, while South America, Africa and Oceania have yet to win, despite Brazil reaching
a final. This distribution of success across confederations connects to the global structure of the game
mapped in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis. The balance is shifting toward Europe,
which now supplies a growing share of the world's strongest women's national teams, suggesting future
titles may increasingly stay on the continent. The near-even split between Europe and North America has,

in recent years, begun to tilt toward the European nations.

Europe's growing strength is one of the clearest trends in the modern women's game. While the United
States built an early lead through its college system and pioneering professional structures, European
nations have invested heavily in women's football over the past decade, often on the back of established
men's clubs and federations. The result has been a surge in the competitiveness of teams from England,
Spain, France, Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden. Spain's 2023 title and England's run to the final
were not isolated events but the visible peak of this broad European investment. If the trend continues,
future title charts may show a steadily rising European share at the expense of the long American

dominance.

Women's World Cup titles by confederation UEFA CONCACAF AFC barWomen's World Cup Titles, by
ConfederationWomen's World Cup titles by confederation UEFA CONCACAF AFC bar 4UEFA4CONCACAF

Podium Finishes

Total Podium Finishes by Country

Counting all top-three finishes reveals the most consistent performers, and the United States stands out

even more starkly. The USA has reached the podium in eight of the nine tournaments, a near-perfect
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record of semi-final success. Sweden is a striking second, with five podium finishes despite never winning
the trophy, the perennial nearly-team of women's football. Germany has three, while Norway, Japan, Brazil
and England have two each. This measure of sustained excellence, rather than one-off triumphs, parallels
the ranking logic of our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis. It underlines that the USA's
dominance lies not only in titles won but in an unmatched reliability, reaching the final stages again and
again across more than three decades. It is a record of relentless consistency that no other team in the
women's game can match. The United States reached the semi-finals in every tournament from 1991 to

2019, before falling earlier in 2023 for the first time.

Women's World Cup podium finishes top three USA Sweden barWomen's World Cup Podium Finishes, by
CountryWomen's World Cup podium finishes top three USA Sweden bar 8USA

Tournament Growth

The Growth of the Women's World Cup

The tournament that the champions have conquered has changed beyond recognition. It began with just 12
teams in 1991, expanded to 16 by 1999, to 24 in 2015, and reached 32 teams in 2023, with a further
expansion to 48 planned from 2031. Each enlargement has brought in more nations and raised the standard
of competition, a growth in scale that mirrors the men's expansion in our players with the most FIFA World
Cup matches analysis. The widening field is one reason the winners' circle has slowly broadened: as more
countries qualify and gain experience on the biggest stage, the depth of contenders grows, making the
long American dominance harder to sustain and opening the way for new champions like Spain. A bigger

field has not diluted the spectacle so much as deepened it, raising the level of mid-ranked nations.

The expansion of the field has been driven by both sporting and commercial logic. A larger tournament
gives more nations a stake in the competition, spreads the game to new audiences and increases the
number of matches available to broadcasters and sponsors. The jump to 32 teams in 2023, and the
planned move to 48 from 2031, mirrors the parallel growth of the men's tournament, reflecting FIFA's
strategy of using its flagship events to grow the global game. Critics worry that rapid expansion risks one-
sided early matches, but supporters point to the rising standard of qualifying nations and the value of giving
emerging footballing countries experience at the highest level. So far, the expansions have coincided with

rising quality rather than falling.

Women's World Cup teams per tournament 1991 2023 expansion lineTeams per Women's World Cup, 1991-

2023Women's World Cup teams per tournament 1991 2023 expansion line 12In 199132In 2023
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Goals per Tournament

Goals Scored per Tournament

More teams and matches have meant more goals. The number scored per tournament has climbed from 99
in 1991 to a record 164 in 2023, with the 2015 and 2019 editions each producing 146. The dip to 86 in 2011
reflected a smaller, tighter tournament, but the long-term trend is firmly upward as the field has expanded.
This rise in scoring across a growing tournament has a parallel in the men's game, charted in our number of
goals scored at FIFA World Cups analysis. The growth in goals reflects not just more matches but rising
attacking quality and depth, as investment in women's football has lifted standards across a far wider range
of national teams than in the tournament's early years. The upward curve in goals is, in miniature, the

upward curve of the women's game as a whole.

The rise in goals reflects more than just additional matches. It also signals a deepening of quality across the
field, as more nations field technically strong, well-prepared teams capable of attacking play. In the early
tournaments, a handful of dominant sides often ran up large scores against weaker opponents, inflating
goal totals in lopsided fixtures. Increasingly, the goals come from competitive, evenly matched games, a
healthier sign for the sport. The record 164 goals in 2023 were spread across a 32-team tournament
featuring far more closely contested matches than the early editions, suggesting that the growth in scoring

is being driven by genuine improvement in the standard of women's international football worldwide.

Women's World Cup goals per tournament 1991 2023 lineGoals Scored per Women's World Cup, 1991-
2023Women's World Cup goals per tournament 1991 2023 line 164In 2023

Attendance

Attendance Across the Editions

Crowds have grown alongside the tournament, culminating in a record. Total attendance reached about
1.98 million in 2023, the highest in the competition's history, up from roughly 1.13 million in 2019 and 1.35
million in 2015. The 2023 figure reflected both the expanded 32-team field and surging interest in the
women's game across Australia, New Zealand and the wider world. This rising public engagement tracks
the broader growth of women's participation and visibility in sport, a theme connected to the demographic
patterns in our global population by gender analysis. Record crowds, sold-out stadiums and rising
television audiences have transformed the commercial case for women's football, helping justify the steep

increases in investment and prize money that have followed. Filling large stadiums, once a doubt for
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women's football, is now an expectation at every major tournament.

Rising attendance has transformed the commercial standing of the women's game. For years, sceptics
questioned whether women's football could draw crowds or command meaningful broadcast and
sponsorship deals. The record 1.98 million spectators at the 2023 tournament, together with surging
television audiences and sold-out matches, has largely settled that debate. Major brands now compete to
sponsor the Women's World Cup, broadcasters pay rising fees for the rights, and domestic women's
leagues report record crowds of their own. This commercial momentum feeds directly back into the game,
funding better facilities, higher salaries and more competitive national teams, which in turn raises the

standard on the pitch and draws still larger audiences in a reinforcing cycle of growth.

Women's World Cup total attendance 2007 2023 record barTotal Attendance per Women's World
CupWomen's World Cup total attendance 2007 2023 record bar 1.98M2023 record

Prize Money

The Rise in Prize Money

Financial rewards have risen even faster than crowds. The Women's World Cup prize pool grew from about
$6 million in 2007 to $15 million in 2015, $30 million in 2019, and a record $110 million in 2023, more than
three times the previous figure. FIFA has pledged further increases toward eventual parity with the men's
tournament, whose payouts are detailed in our FIFA World Cup winners prize money analysis. Although the
women's pool remains far smaller than the men's, the rate of growth is steep, and rising broadcast and
sponsorship income is steadily closing the gap. The expanding prize money both rewards the champions
and channels resources to participating federations, accelerating the development of women's football
across more countries. The trajectory points clearly toward a future in which the financial gap between the

women's and men's games steadily narrows.

Prize money has become one of the most prominent battlegrounds in women's football. The gap between
the men's and women's World Cup prize pools, though narrowing, remains large, and leading players and
federations have campaigned vocally for greater equity. FIFA has responded by sharply increasing the
women's pool and pledging to move toward parity over time, while some national federations have agreed
to share World Cup earnings equally between their men's and women's teams. The debate is about more
than money: it is tied to questions of investment, visibility and respect for the women's game. As audiences
and revenues grow, the argument for closing the pay gap becomes harder to resist, and the prize figures

are likely to keep climbing steeply.
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Women's World Cup prize pool 2007 2027 growth lineWomen's World Cup Prize Pool, 2007-2027Women's
World Cup prize pool 2007 2027 growth line $30MIn 2019$110MIn 2023

Title Share

Share of Women's World Cup Titles

Viewed as a share of all nine titles, the imbalance is stark. The United States holds 44% of every Women's
World Cup ever won, Germany around 22%, and Norway, Japan and Spain about 11% each. No other
tournament in major team sport has been so dominated by a single nation over its history, a concentration
that dwarfs even the strongest dynasties in the men's game tracked through our revenue of the football
association FIFA analysis of the wider sport. Whether the American share continues to shrink, as it did in
2023, or the USA reasserts itself, will shape the next chapter of the competition. For now, the title share
remains the clearest single measure of just how thoroughly one country has ruled the women's game. No

single nation has ever held so commanding a share of a global football trophy over its history.

Women's World Cup title share by country donut USA GermanyShare of Women's World Cup Titles, by

CountryWomen's World Cup title share by country donut USA Germany 44%USA

Third-Place Finishes

Third-Place Finishes by Country

Beyond the winners and runners-up, the third-place record highlights some persistent contenders. Sweden
leads with four third-place finishes, in 1991, 2011, 2019 and 2023, the hallmark of a team that is consistently
strong but rarely able to reach the very top. The United States has three third places, all in editions it did not
win, while Brazil and England have one each. Sweden's repeated near-misses make it the most decorated
nation never to win the trophy, a status that recalls the unlucky elite performers in our leading scorers at
the FIFA World Cup analysis. These bronze-medal finishes are a reminder that consistency at the semi-final
stage, while admirable, has counted for little in a tournament so dominated by a single champion. Sweden's
collection of bronze medals is, in its own way, one of the most remarkable records in the tournament's

history.

Looking ahead, the title race appears more open than at any point in the tournament's history. The United
States, while still the most successful nation, no longer towers over the field as it once did, and a cluster of
European sides, along with traditional powers and rising nations from other confederations, now have

realistic ambitions of winning. The 2027 tournament in Brazil will be the first held in South America, a region
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with deep football culture but historically less developed women's structures, and could mark another step
in the game's globalisation. Whether a new nation joins the list of champions or an established power
reasserts itself, the trajectory of the past three decades points firmly toward a more competitive, more

global and more commercially powerful Women's World Cup.

Women's World Cup third place finishes Sweden USA barWomen's World Cup Third-Place Finishes, by

CountryWomen's World Cup third place finishes Sweden USA bar 4Sweden

4USA TitlesThe most of any nation. Source: FIFA 2026. 2Germany TitlesWon back to back, 2003 and 2007.
Source: FIFA 2026. 5Different ChampionsAcross nine editions. Source: FIFA 2026. 8USA PodiumsTop-
three in 8 of 9. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the records describe a tournament long defined by American dominance but now slowly
opening up. The United States leads on every historical measure, with four titles, five finals and eight
podium finishes across nine editions, while Germany is a clear second and Norway, Japan and Spain
complete the list of champions. Spain's 2023 victory, together with England's first final and a record 32-
team field, points to a more competitive future. Meanwhile the tournament itself has grown from a 12-team
event into a global spectacle drawing record crowds and rapidly rising prize money. For followers of the
game, the key questions ahead are whether the United States can rebuild its dominance, whether Europe's
rising nations will keep winning, and how far the surge in investment and audiences will carry women's
football in the years before and beyond the 2027 World Cup in Brazil. The next chapter begins in Brazil in
2027.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Women's World Cup Titles by Country

The United States has won the most FIFA Women's World Cup titles, with four, claimed in 1991, 1999,
2015 and 2019. No other nation comes close: Germany is second with two, while Norway, Japan and Spain
have each won once. The USA has been the dominant force throughout the tournament's history. Source:

FIFA 2026.

Five different nations have won the nine Women's World Cups held between 1991 and 2023. They are
the United States with four titles, Germany with two, and Norway, Japan and Spain with one each. Spain

became the fifth and newest champion by winning in 2023, beating England in the final. Source: FIFA 2026.
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The United States won the Women's World Cup in 1991, 1999, 2015 and 2019. Their 2015 and 2019
victories made them the second nation to win back-to-back titles, after Germany did so in 2003 and 2007.

The USA has reached five of the nine finals, more than any other country. Source: FIFA 2026.

Spain won the 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup, beating England 1-0 in the final at Stadium Australia in
Sydney. It was Spain's first ever Women's World Cup title, making them the fifth nation to win the
tournament. The 2023 edition, hosted by Australia and New Zealand, was the first with 32 teams. Source:

FIFA 2026.

Yes, on two occasions. Germany won consecutive titles in 2003 and 2007, and the United States did so in
2015 and 2019. No nation has won three in a row. The USA came closest to a dynasty, also winning in 1991

and 1999, though not consecutively. Source: FIFA 2026.

Three European nations have won the Women's World Cup: Norway in 1995, Germany in 2003 and
2007, and Spain in 2023. Together, Europe (UEFA) accounts for four titles, level with the four won by the
United States from the CONCACAF region, while Japan's 2011 win is Asia's only title. Source: FIFA 2026.

The tournament has expanded dramatically. It began with 12 teams in 1991, grew to 16, then 24, and
reached 32 teams in 2023, with 48 planned from 2031. Total attendance hit a record of around 1.98 million

in 2023, and the prize pool rose to $110 million, more than three times the 2019 figure. Source: FIFA 2026.

The United States has reached the most finals, appearing in five of the nine, in 1991, 1999, 2011, 2015
and 2019. Germany has reached three finals, while Norway and Japan have each reached two. Several
nations, including China, Sweden, Brazil, the Netherlands, Spain and England, have reached one final each.

Source: FIFA 2026.

By total podium finishes, the United States leads comfortably, with eight top-three placings across the
nine tournaments. Sweden is a notable second with five podiums, despite never winning, while Germany
has three. The USA's consistency, reaching the semi-finals or better in almost every edition, is unmatched

in the tournament's history. Source: FIFA 2026.

Yes. The records of Women's World Cup champions, runners-up and host nations are official FIFA
tournament results, confirmed across reputable sources. The figures cover all nine editions from the

inaugural 1991 tournament in China to the 2023 edition in Australia and New Zealand. Source: FIFA 2026.
Sources

FIFA Women's World Cup Finals - Complete Results, 1991-2023 - The core source for champions, runners-

up, hosts and the full finals record used throughout this report.
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FIFA official records - Source for the title, finals and podium counts by country and confederation across all

nine editions.

FIFA and tournament organisers - Source for the figures on teams, goals, attendance and prize money per

edition.

Reputable sports references (ESPN, Olympics.com) - Used to confirm year-by-year results and host

nations.

Title, finals and podium counts are based on completed tournaments through 2023. Figures for teams,
goals, attendance and prize money are drawn from FIFA and reputable sources; the 2027 prize figure is an

estimate. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Clubs with the most players at the World Cup
2022

Updated May 31, 2026 - businesstats.com/clubs-most-world-cup-players

17 16 15

BARCELONA PLAYERS - THE MOST OF BAYERN MUNICH AND MANCHESTER AL-SADD (QATAR) - THE TOP HOST-
ANY CLUB, AN ALL-TIME RECORD CITY - TIED FOR SECOND NATION CLUB

302 8 830

DIFFERENT CLUBS SUPPLIED PLAYERS NATIONS BARCELONA'S 17 PLAYERS TOTAL PLAYERS AT THE TOURNAMENT
TO WORLD CUP 2022 REPRESENTED ACROSS 32 SQUADS

Overview

Clubs with the highest number of players at the FIFA World Cup in 2022

Club representation at a World Cup shows which teams supply the most international talent. At Qatar 2022,
Barcelona led the way with 17 players - an all-time record for any club at a single World Cup. Bayern
Munich and Manchester City were just behind on 16 each, with hosts Qatar's Al-Sadd fourth on 15 and
Manchester United fifth on 14. The leagues these clubs belong to are analysed in our most represented

leagues at World Cup 2022 analysis.

The 830 players at the tournament came from 302 different clubs, but the top of the table was dominated
by Europe's wealthiest clubs and the host nation's leading sides. Barcelona's 17, spread across eight
nations, set a new record - the club proudly noted that never before had a single team sent so many
players to a World Cup. The squad market values of the teams these players represented are in our World

Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

An intriguing subplot was the strong presence of Gulf clubs: Qatar's Al-Sadd (15) and Saudi Arabia's Al-
Hilal (12) both made the top eight, reflecting host nation Qatar's and Saudi Arabia's reliance on their
domestic champions. This contrast between globally-recruited European giants and nationally-
concentrated Gulf clubs is one of the most interesting features of the data. The FIFA world rankings of the

nations involved are in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.
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World Cup 2022 clubs most players overview Barcelona Bayern Manchester City Al-Sadd top Clubs With
the Most Players at World Cup 2022 - Top 5 Barcelona 17, Bayern Munich 16, Manchester City 16, Al-Sadd
15, Manchester United 14. Barcelona's 17 set an all-time single-club record. Source: Sporting News, Statista

2022. 17Barcelona (top)

17 (Barcelona)Most Players - An All-Time Single-Club World Cup RecordBarcelona's 17 players set an all-
time record, beating their own previous best of 15 (Brazil 2014). The 17 were spread across eight nations:
Spain (8), France, Netherlands, Denmark, Brazil, Uruguay, Germany, Poland. Source: Barcelona official,
Sporting News 2022. 16 eachBayern Munich and Manchester City - Tied for SecondBayern Munich and
Manchester City had 16 each. Bayern initially had 17 too, but Sadio Mane's injury withdrawal from Senegal's
squad dropped them to 16, leaving Barcelona alone on top. Source: Statista, FootballTransfers 2022. 15 (Al-
Sadd)Top Host-Nation Club - Qatar's Domestic ChampionsQatar's Al-Sadd had 15 players, fourth overall -
13 for Qatar plus two others (South Korea, Ghana). Host nations often lean heavily on their top domestic
club. Source: FootballTransfers 2022. 302 clubsTotal Clubs Represented - Supplying 830 PlayersThe 830
players at Qatar 2022 came from 302 different clubs across 56 leagues. While giants dominated the top,

the vast majority of clubs sent just one or two players each. Source: CBS Sports 2022. Club Data Table

Clubs With the Most Players at World Cup 2022

Most Represented Clubs at the 2022 FIFA World Cup (Sporting News, Statista) Click any column to sort

RANK CLUB PLAYERS LEAGUE

1 Barcelona 17 La Liga

2 Bayern Munich 16 Bundesliga

3 Manchester City 16 Premier League
4 Al-Sadd 15 Qatar Stars

5) Manchester United 14 Premier League
6 Chelsea 13 Premier League
7 Real Madrid 13 La Liga

8 Al-Hilal 12 Saudi Pro League
9 Tottenham " Premier League
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10 Paris Saint-Germain " Ligue 1
n Juventus n Serie A
12 Borussia Dortmund " Bundesliga
13 Atletico Madrid n La Liga

The table shows Barcelona's narrow lead over the chasing pack, with six clubs within four players of the
top. Notably, the list features clubs from six different leagues - La Liga, Bundesliga, Premier League, Qatar
Stars League, Saudi Pro League, Serie A, and Ligue 1 - showing how the world's top talent is concentrated
in a relatively small number of elite clubs across the wealthiest leagues. The leagues themselves are

ranked in our most represented leagues at World Cup 2022 analysis.

Top Clubs Ranked

The Most Represented Clubs Ranked

World Cup 2022 most represented clubs Barcelona Bayern Manchester City Al-Sadd players ranking Clubs
With the Most Players at World Cup 2022 Barcelona 17, Bayern Munich 16, Manchester City 16, Al-Sadd 15,
Manchester United 14, Chelsea 13, Real Madrid 13, Al-Hilal 12, then a cluster on 11. Source: Sporting News,

Statista 2022. 17Barcelona (top) 8clubs 12+

The ranking is tightly bunched at the top: just five players separate Barcelona (17) from the cluster of clubs
on 11 (Tottenham, PSG, Juventus, Borussia Dortmund, Atletico Madrid). This reflects how the world's elite
talent is concentrated in perhaps 15-20 super-clubs that hoover up the best players globally. The win
probabilities of the national teams these players represented are in our World Cup winner probability

analysis.

Barcelona's Record 17

Barcelona's Record-Breaking 17 Players

Barcelona's 17 players was not just the most at Qatar 2022 - it was an all-time record for any club at a
single World Cup. The Catalan giants beat their own previous high of 15, set at Brazil 2014, and the club
proudly announced on its official channels that never before had a single team sent so many players to a
World Cup - a genuine point of pride for the institution. Barcelona has been a consistent supplier,

contributing 14 players to both the 2010 and 2018 tournaments.
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Barcelona World Cup players 2010 2014 2018 2022 record 17 history growth contribution Barcelona's World
Cup Players by Tournament - 2010 to 2022 2010: 14. 2014: 15. 2018: 14. 2022: 17 (all-time record).
Barcelona has been the most consistent supplier of World Cup talent over the past four tournaments.

Source: Barcelona official 2022. 172022 record

Barcelona's 17 players were spread across eight national teams: Spain had the most with eight (Eric Garcia,
Alejandro Balde, Jordi Alba, Pedri, Gavi, Sergio Busquets, Ansu Fati, Ferran Torres), with the others at
France, the Netherlands (Frenkie de Jong, Memphis Depay), Denmark, Brazil, Uruguay, Germany, and
Poland. Four of their Spain players were under 20, giving the squad a notably youthful look. The market

values of these young Barcelona players are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

Bayern and the Mane Twist

Bayern Munich and the Sadio Mane Twist

Bayern Munich Manchester City World Cup 2022 16 players Mane injury withdrawal second place tied The
Race for Top Club - Barcelona vs Bayern vs Man City Barcelona 17 (after Balde added). Bayern Munich 16
(initially 17, lost Mane to injury). Manchester City 16. The top three were separated by just one player.

Source: FootballTransfers, Statista 2022. 16Bayern / City

Bayern Munich would have tied Barcelona at the top with 17 players, but Sadio Mane's injury - which forced
the Senegal forward to withdraw from the tournament - dropped Bayern to 16, level with Manchester City.
Bayern's 16 players represented seven different nations, with France (four players: Kingsley Coman, Dayot
Upamecano, Lucas Hernandez, Benjamin Pavard) and Germany heavily represented, alongside players
from Canada, Croatia, Morocco, Cameroon, and the Netherlands. Manchester City's 16 were spread across
the globe too, including England's core of players who formed the spine of the Three Lions' squad, plus
internationals from several other qualifying nations. The goals these club players scored are in our World

Cup 2022 top scorers analysis.

Al-Sadd and Al-Hilal

Al-Sadd and Al-Hilal - The Gulf Clubs in the Top 8

World Cup 2022 Gulf clubs Al-Sadd Al-Hilal Qatar Saudi Arabia domestic players host nation Gulf Clubs at
World Cup 2022 vs European Giants (Players) Al-Sadd (Qatar) 15, Al-Hilal (Saudi Arabia) 12 - both in the top
8. Qatar and Saudi Arabia fielded squads built around their domestic champions. Barcelona 17 leads.

Source: FootballTransfers 2022. 15AI-Sadd
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The presence of two Gulf clubs in the top eight was a distinctive feature of the host-region World Cup.
Qatar's Al-Sadd supplied 15 players (13 for hosts Qatar, plus two abroad at South Korea and Ghana), while
Saudi Arabia's Al-Hilal had 12 - reflecting how both nations built their squads around their dominant
domestic clubs. This contrasts sharply with the European giants, whose players were spread across many
nations. The Gulf model relies on a strong domestic core, while the European model assembles a
multinational collection of the world's best - two very different routes to high World Cup representation.

The total cost of hosting the tournament is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

Clubs by League

Which Leagues Did the Top Clubs Come From?

World Cup 2022 top clubs by league La Liga Premier League Bundesliga representation breakdown Top 13
Clubs by League - World Cup 2022 Premier League: 4 clubs (City, United, Chelsea, Tottenham). La Liga: 3
(Barcelona, Real Madrid, Atletico). Bundesliga 2, plus Qatar Stars, Saudi Pro, Serie A, Ligue 1. Source:

Sporting News 2022. 4PL clubs in top 13

The Premier League supplied the most clubs to the top 13 (four: Manchester City, Manchester United,
Chelsea, Tottenham), reflecting its overall dominance of player representation. La Liga had three
(Barcelona, Real Madrid, Atletico Madrid), with the Bundesliga contributing two (Bayern Munich, Borussia
Dortmund). The remaining spots went to Qatar's Al-Sadd, Saudi Arabia's Al-Hilal, Juventus (Serie A), and

PSG (Ligue 1). The full league rankings are in our most represented leagues at World Cup 2022 analysis.

Spread Across Nations

How the Top Clubs’ Players Were Spread Across Nations

A key difference between the top clubs was how their players were distributed across national teams. The
European giants spread their players widely: Barcelona's 17 went to eight nations, Bayern's 16 to seven,
and Manchester United's 14 to six (three each for England, Brazil, and Portugal, plus Denmark, Netherlands,

and Argentina). This wide spread reflects their global recruitment.

World Cup 2022 clubs players spread nations Barcelona Bayern Manchester United Al-Sadd concentration
How Many Nations Each Top Club's Players Represented Barcelona: 17 players across 8 nations. Bayern:
16 across 7. Man United: 14 across 6. Al-Sadd: 15 but mostly one nation (Qatar). European giants spread

wide; Gulf clubs concentrated. Source: FootballTransfers 2022. 8Barcelona nations 1Al-Sadd (mostly)
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By contrast, the Gulf clubs were highly concentrated: Al-Sadd's 15 players were almost all Qatari, supplying
the bulk of the host nation's squad. This difference illustrates two distinct models of squad-building: the
European giants assemble multinational squads of the world's best, drawing players from across
continents, while host-nation clubs in Qatar and Saudi Arabia form the backbone of their own national
teams, with most of their players representing a single country. Both routes can produce high World Cup
representation, but through very different means. The confederations these nations belong to are in our

FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis.

Champions League Clubs

Champions League Clubs Dominated the Player Pool

Reflecting their elite status, UEFA Champions League clubs were heavily represented at Qatar 2022.
According to UEFA, 148 players from Champions League clubs were at the tournament, with all 16 of the
competition's remaining contenders having players in Qatar. Bayern Munich and Manchester City led the

Champions League clubs with 16 each, followed by Real Madrid and Chelsea on 12.

World Cup 2022 Champions League clubs players Bayern City Real Madrid Chelsea Dortmund
representation Champions League Clubs at World Cup 2022 (Players) Bayern 16, Man City 16, Real Madrid
12, Chelsea 12, Dortmund 11, PSG 11, Tottenham 11, Club Brugge 8. 148 CL-club players in total. Source:
UEFA 2022. 148CL players

Interestingly, some less-heralded Champions League clubs had strong representation - Club Brugge (8),
Eintracht Frankfurt and RB Leipzig (7 each) had as many or more players than traditional giants like
Liverpool, Inter, or AC Milan (also around 7). This showed how World Cup representation depends not just
on a club's prestige but on the specific nationalities of its squad and whether those nations qualified. A club
packed with players from non-qualifying nations could send fewer players than a smaller club whose stars
all made the tournament. The broader economics of these elite clubs connect to our global economy

analysis.

Why Giants Dominate

Why a Handful of Clubs Dominate World Cup Representation

The concentration of World Cup players in a small number of elite clubs reflects the economics of modern
football. The wealthiest clubs - Barcelona, Bayern Munich, Manchester City, Real Madrid, and a handful of

others - have the financial power to sign the best players from around the world. When those players'
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nations qualify for the World Cup, these clubs naturally end up supplying large numbers of participants.

This creates a self-reinforcing cycle: success and wealth attract elite international talent, which boosts
World Cup representation, which in turn enhances the club's global profile and commercial appeal. The top
clubs effectively operate as gathering points for the world's best players, drawing them from every
continent. A mid-table club from a smaller league, by contrast, might send only one or two players, even if
it has a long and storied history. The gap between the super-clubs and the rest, in representation terms, is

enormous and growing.

World Cup 2022 club representation concentration elite clubs majority single players distribution How
Many Players Most Clubs Sent - World Cup 2022 (Distribution) A handful of clubs sent 12-17 players; most
of the 302 clubs sent only 1-2. The top 13 clubs supplied around 170 players, the other 289 clubs the

remaining ~660. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 1-2most clubs

This pattern is consistent across World Cups and other major tournaments. At Euro 2024, for example,
Manchester City and Inter Milan led with 13 players each - the same dynamic of elite clubs dominating
representation. The flow of talent toward the wealthiest clubs ensures that a small group of super-clubs will
always be the most represented at major tournaments. The market values of these elite squads are in our

World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

Manchester United and Chelsea

The Premier League Pack - Manchester United, Chelsea, and More

Beyond Manchester City, the Premier League had a strong contingent of clubs in the top tier of
representation. Manchester United had 14 players at Qatar 2022, well spread across nations: three each for
England, Brazil, and Portugal, plus players for Denmark, the Netherlands, and Argentina. This breadth

reflected United's continued ability to attract international talent even during a period of on-field transition.

World Cup 2022 Premier League clubs Manchester City United Chelsea Tottenham players top four
Premier League Clubs in the Top 13 - World Cup 2022 (Players) Manchester City 16, Manchester United 14,
Chelsea 13, Tottenham 11. Four Premier League clubs made the top 13 - more than any other league.

Source: Sporting News 2022. 4PL clubs top 13

Chelsea had 13 players, and Tottenham Hotspur 11, meaning four Premier League clubs (Manchester City,
Manchester United, Chelsea, Tottenham) featured in the top 13 - more than any other single league.

Chelsea's contingent was spread across several nations, reflecting the club's heavy investment in
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international talent, while Tottenham's included key players for England, South Korea, and other qualifying
nations. This dominance mirrors the Premier League's overall lead in total player representation, where its
136 players almost doubled the next league. The squad values of these heavily-represented clubs are in

our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

The Premier League's strength in depth is striking: not only did it have the most clubs near the top, but its
overall representation extended deep into the league, with even mid-table English clubs sending multiple
players. This depth, funded by the league's enormous broadcasting revenues, is what makes the Premier
League the dominant force in World Cup representation at both club and league level. The win probabilities

of the nations these players represented are in our World Cup winner probability analysis.

Record in Context

Barcelona's Record in Historical Context

Barcelona's 17 players at Qatar 2022 stands as the most by any club at a single World Cup, but the broader
trend shows steadily rising club representation over time. As squads expanded (from 23 to 26 players for

2022) and elite clubs accumulated more international talent, the top clubs' representation has crept upward
tournament after tournament. Barcelona's own progression - 14 in 2010, 15 in 2014, 14 in 2018, 17 in 2022 -

illustrates this.

World Cup most players single club record Barcelona 17 history Bayern context tournaments comparison
Top Single-Club World Cup Representation - Recent Records Barcelona 17 (2022) is the all-time record.
Recent highs: Barcelona 15 (2014), Bayern and others 16 (2022). The 26-man squads of 2022 helped push

the record higher. Source: Sporting News, Barcelona official 2022. 17Barcelona record 26squad size 2022

The expansion of World Cup squads to 26 players for Qatar 2022 (and likely beyond for 2026) makes
higher club representation totals more achievable. As the 2026 tournament expands to 48 teams, the
absolute number of players will rise to around 1,200, potentially allowing elite clubs to break Barcelona's
record. The clubs best placed to challenge it are the same super-clubs that dominate today. The 2026

tournament details are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Beyond the Giants
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Surprising Clubs and the Long Tail of Representation

While the headlines went to Barcelona, Bayern, and Manchester City, the 2022 World Cup also featured
some surprising clubs with strong representation. Among Champions League clubs, Belgium's Club Brugge
had eight players in Qatar - more than Liverpool, Inter Milan, or AC Milan. Germany's Eintracht Frankfurt

and RB Leipzig each had seven, matching or exceeding clubs with far greater global profiles.

These cases highlight how World Cup representation rewards clubs whose players come from qualifying
nations, regardless of the club's overall stature. Club Brugge's strong showing reflected its Belgian and
international players whose nations reached Qatar, while traditional giants whose stars came from non-
qualifying nations (like Italy) inevitably sent fewer. This is the quirk that makes club representation tables so

unpredictable beyond the very top.

The long tail of representation is equally striking: with 302 clubs supplying 830 players, the average club
sent fewer than three players, and the median was likely just one. Hundreds of clubs - from second
divisions to leagues in Africa, Asia, and the Americas - contributed a single player each to their national
teams. This vast, diverse base of clubs underlines that while elite super-clubs dominate the headlines, the

World Cup truly draws on the entire global game.

World Cup 2022 surprising clubs Club Brugge Frankfurt Leipzig Liverpool Inter players representation
Surprising Club Representation - World Cup 2022 (Players) Club Brugge 8, Frankfurt 7, Leipzig 7, Liverpool
7, Inter 6, AC Milan 7. Smaller clubs matched or beat traditional giants based on which nations their players

represented. Source: UEFA 2022. 8Club Brugge

This diversity is one of the World Cup's defining features and is set to grow at the expanded 2026
tournament, which will bring in players from leagues and clubs that have rarely reached the finals before.
The goals scored by players from across this global club base are in our World Cup 2022 top scorers

analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 Club Representation - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 top 5 clubs share players Barcelona Bayern City Al-Sadd United concentration percent
Top 5 Clubs' Combined Players vs the Rest - World Cup 2022 Top 5 clubs (Barcelona, Bayern, City, Al-
Sadd, United): 78 players. The other 297 clubs supplied 752. The elite clubs are concentrated but most

clubs sent only 1-2 players. Source: Sporting News, CBS Sports 2022. 78top 5 clubs
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17 playersBarcelona - An All-Time Single-Club World Cup RecordBarcelona's 17 players set an all-time
record, beating their own 15 from Brazil 2014. Spread across eight nations, with eight playing for Spain.
Source: Barcelona official, Sporting News 2022. 302 clubsTotal Clubs - Supplying the 830 Players in
Qatar302 different clubs supplied the 830 players. While the top clubs sent 12-17 each, the vast majority of
clubs were represented by just one or two players. Source: CBS Sports 2022. Mane injuryThe Twist - Why
Bayern Dropped From 17 to 16Bayern Munich would have tied Barcelona on 17, but Sadio Mane's injury
forced him out of Senegal's squad, dropping Bayern to 16 and leaving Barcelona alone at the top. Source:
FootballTransfers 2022. 2 Gulf clubsAl-Sadd and Al-Hilal - In the Top 8 as Host-Region ClubsQatar's Al-
Sadd (15) and Saudi Arabia's Al-Hilal (12) made the top 8, supplying the backbone of their national teams -

a distinctive feature of the Gulf-hosted World Cup. Source: FootballTransfers 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Club Representation

Barcelona, with 17 players - an all-time record for any club at a single World Cup. Bayern Munich and
Manchester City were next with 16 each, then Qatar's Al-Sadd with 15 and Manchester United with 14. The

17 Barcelona players were spread across eight different nations. Source: Sporting News, Statista 2022.

16 players, tied with Manchester City for second. Bayern initially had 17 too, but Sadio Mane withdrew
through injury from Senegal's squad, leaving Barcelona alone at the top with 17. Source: Statista,

FootballTransfers 2022.

302 different clubs, supplying the 830 players across 32 squads. The clubs spanned 56 domestic leagues
worldwide, from the Premier League to the UAE Pro League. While the top clubs sent 12-17 players, the

vast majority of the 302 clubs were represented by just one or two players each. Source: CBS Sports 2022.

Yes - an all-time record for the most players from a single club at one World Cup, beating Barcelona's own
previous best of 15 (Brazil 2014). The 17 players were spread across eight nations. Source: Barcelona

official, Sporting News 2022.

Qatar's Al-Sadd (15) and Saudi Arabia's Al-Hilal (12), both in the top eight. Al-Sadd supplied 13 players to
hosts Qatar; Al-Hilal formed the backbone of Saudi Arabia. Host-region clubs leaned heavily on their

domestic champions. Source: FootballTransfers 2022.

Across eight nations. Spain had the most with eight (Pedri, Gavi, Busquets, Alba, and others), with the rest
at France, Netherlands (de Jong, Depay), Denmark, Brazil, Uruguay, Germany, and Poland. Four Spain

players were under 20. Source: Barcelona official 2022.
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Manchester City, with 16, tied for second overall with Bayern. Manchester United had 14, Chelsea 13, and
Tottenham 11. Four Premier League clubs made the top 13, the most of any league. Source: Sporting News

2022.

148 players from Champions League clubs, per UEFA, with all 16 remaining contenders represented.
Bayern and Manchester City led with 16 each, then Real Madrid and Chelsea (12). Even smaller CL clubs
like Club Brugge (8) featured strongly. Source: UEFA 2022.

Around 12-13 players, including Vinicius Junior, Eder Militao, Rodrygo (Brazil), Tchouameni, Camavinga,
Benzema (France, though Benzema withdrew injured), and others. Real Madrid's players were spread

across several nations. Source: FootballTransfers 2022.

It depends on the nationalities in each squad and which nations qualified. A club with many players from
qualifying nations sends more, even if less prestigious. This is why clubs like Club Brugge or Eintracht
Frankfurt matched or beat traditional giants like Liverpool, Inter, or AC Milan in 2022 - their squads simply

had more players whose nations reached Qatar. Source: UEFA 2022.
Sources

Statista - Clubs With the Most Players at the World Cup 2022 - Primary source for the club ranking
(Barcelona 17, Bayern 16, Al-Sadd 15) and the Mane withdrawal detail. Published November 2022. +-0%.

FootballTransfers - Which Club Has Most Players at the World Cup - Source for full club detail (Al-Sadd 15,

Manchester United 14, nation spreads, Barcelona's Balde inclusion). Published November 2022.

CBS Sports - World Cup 2022 by the Numbers - Source for 830 players, 302 clubs, 56 leagues, and

Bayern/City/Barcelona race. Published November 2022. +-0%.

UEFA - Champions League Clubs at the World Cup 2022 - Source for Champions League representation
(148 players, Bayern/City 16, Club Brugge 8). Published November 2022.

Club counts reflect each player's club at tournament time (November 2022), based on the original 26-man
squads. Final figures (after injury withdrawals): Barcelona 17, Bayern Munich 16, Manchester City 16, Al-
Sadd 15, Manchester United 14. Total 830 players from 302 clubs across 56 leagues. Minor source

variation (+-1) reflects loan and edge-case players. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Most represented leagues at the World Cup 2022

Updated May 31, 2026 - businesstats.com/league-most-world-cup-players

136 83 830

PREMIER LEAGUE PLAYERS - THE MOST LA LIGA PLAYERS - SECOND, BUT FAR TOTAL PLAYERS AT WORLD CUP 2022 -
OF ANY LEAGUE AT QATAR 2022 BEHIND THE PREMIER LEAGUE ACROSS ALL 32 SQUADS

56 302 35

DIFFERENT LEAGUES REPRESENTED AT CLUBS THAT SUPPLIED PLAYERS TO MLS PLAYERS - THE TOP NON-
THE TOURNAMENT WORLD CUP 2022 EUROPEAN LEAGUE AT QATAR 2022

Overview

Leagues with the highest number of players at the FIFA World Cup in 2022

League representation at a World Cup reveals which domestic competitions hold the world's best talent. At
Qatar 2022, England's Premier League was the runaway leader with 136 players - almost double the
second-placed La Liga (83). The Bundesliga (76), Serie A (68), and Ligue 1 (54) completed the dominant
"big five" European leagues that have long been the home of elite football. The goals these players scored

are in our World Cup 2022 top scorers analysis.

In total, the 2022 World Cup featured 830 players drawn from 56 different domestic leagues and 302 clubs
across the world - a remarkable spread that underlines football's global reach. From the glamour of the
Premier League to the UAE Pro League, every corner of the football world was represented in Qatar. Each
of the 32 teams named a 26-man squad (expanded from the usual 23 for this tournament, the first World
Cup to allow larger squads). Beyond the big five European leagues, Major League Soccer (USA) was the
most represented with 35 players, just ahead of the Saudi Pro League and Qatar Stars League (both 33).
The squad values of the teams these players represented are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value

analysis.

The Premier League's dominance is striking given that England fielded only one 26-man squad - the vast
majority of its 136 players represented other nations, making it the most internationally diverse league in the
world. This reflects the Premier League's status as the richest and most globally popular competition,

attracting top talent from every continent. Its broadcasting deals dwarf those of rival leagues, funding the
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wages that bring elite players to England. The FIFA world rankings of the nations these players represented

are in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

World Cup 2022 most represented leagues overview Premier League La Liga Bundesliga players top Most
Represented Leagues at World Cup 2022 - Top 5 (Players) Premier League 136, La Liga 83, Bundesliga 76,
Serie A 68, Ligue 154. The big five European leagues led, with the Premier League far ahead. Source: CBS

Sports 2022. 136Premier League

136 (Premier League)Most Represented League - Almost Double Second PlaceThe Premier League sent
136 players to Qatar 2022, nearly double La Liga's 83. As the richest and most global league, it attracts elite
talent worldwide, most representing nations other than England. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 830
playersTotal at the Tournament - From 56 Leagues and 302 ClubsThe 32 teams named 830 players (26
each) from 56 domestic leagues and 302 clubs - a vast global spread. The furthest-travelled was
Ecuador's Hernan Galindez, based in Chile. Source: CBS Sports 2022. Big 5 = 417Top European Leagues -
Over Half of All World Cup PlayersThe big five European leagues (Premier League, La Liga, Bundesliga,
Serie A, Ligue 1) supplied 417 of 830 players - more than half the tournament - confirming Europe's grip on
elite talent. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 35 (MLS)Top Non-European League - MLS Ahead of Saudi and
QatarMajor League Soccer (USA) was the top non-European league with 35 players, ahead of the Saudi Pro
League and Qatar Stars League (33 each). MLS players represented the USA, Canada, Costa Rica, and

others. Source: CBS Sports 2022. League Data Table

Top 10 Most Represented Leagues at World Cup 2022

Most Represented Leagues at the 2022 FIFA World Cup (CBS Sports) Click any column to sort

RANK LEAGUE PLAYERS COUNTRY

1 Premier League (England) 136 England

2 La Liga (Spain) 83 Spain

3 Bundesliga (Germany) 76 Germany

4 Serie A (ltaly) 68 Italy

) Ligue 1 (France) 54 France

6 Major League Soccer (USA) 35 USA

7 Saudi Pro League 33 Saudi Arabia
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8 Qatar Stars League 33 Qatar
9 EFL Championship (England) 26 England
10 Liga MX (Mexico) 23 Mexico

The table reveals the steep drop-off after the Premier League. The English top flight's 136 players dwarf
even La Liga's 83, and the gap to the leagues outside the big five is enormous - more than triple the sixth-
placed MLS. Notably, two English leagues appear in the top 10 - the Premier League and the EFL
Championship (26) - reflecting the depth of English football. The goals these league players produced are

in our World Cup 2022 top scorers analysis.

Top 10 Leagues

The 10 Most Represented Leagues Ranked

World Cup 2022 most represented leagues Premier League La Liga Bundesliga Serie A players ranking
Most Represented Leagues at World Cup 2022 (Number of Players) Premier League 136, La Liga 83,
Bundesliga 76, Serie A 68, Ligue 154, MLS 35, Saudi Pro League 33, Qatar Stars 33, EFL Championship 26,
Liga MX 23. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 136Premier League 1.6xvs La Liga

The ranking shows the Premier League in a class of its own, with the gap between first and second (53
players) larger than the entire tally of any league outside the top four. The big five European leagues
occupy the top five positions, followed by a cluster of emerging and regional leagues. The gap between
fifth-placed Ligue 1 (54) and sixth-placed MLS (35) marks the boundary between Europe's elite and the
rest of the world. The win probabilities of the teams these players represented are in our World Cup winner

probability analysis.

Premier League Dominance

136 Players - The Scale of Premier League Dominance

Premier League World Cup 2022 dominance 136 players double La Liga gap comparison leading Premier
League vs the Rest - World Cup 2022 (Players) Premier League 136 vs La Liga 83 - a gap of 53 players.
The Premier League alone supplied 16% of all 830 World Cup players. No other league came close. Source:

CBS Sports 2022. 16 %of all players
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The Premier League's 136 players represented roughly 16% of all 830 players at the tournament - an
extraordinary concentration for a single league. Manchester City was the Premier League club with the
most internationals, while England's own squad was drawn almost entirely from the Premier League (25 of
26, with only Jude Bellingham then at Borussia Dortmund). The market values these players commanded

are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

The Big Five

The Big Five European Leagues - 417 Players Combined

World Cup 2022 big five European leagues Premier League La Liga Bundesliga Serie A Ligue 1 combined
share Big Five European Leagues' Share of World Cup 2022 Players Big five (Premier League, La Liga,
Bundesliga, Serie A, Ligue 1): 417 players = 50% of the 830 total. The other 413 players came from 51
leagues worldwide. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 50%big five share

The big five European leagues supplied 417 players - exactly half of the tournament's 830. This dominance
confirms Europe's position as the magnet for the world's best footballers, drawing talent from South
America, Africa, Asia, and North America. The financial gulf between Europe's top leagues and the rest of
the world means the very best players almost inevitably end up at European clubs, where they earn the
highest wages and play in the most prestigious competitions. Remarkably, Serie A finished fourth (68
players) despite Italy failing to qualify - the only top-10 league not represented by its own national team in
Qatar. The confederation breakdown of the teams is in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation

analysis.

Beyond Europe

Beyond Europe - MLS, Saudi, and Qatar Lead the Rest

World Cup 2022 non-European leagues MLS Saudi Pro League Qatar Stars Liga MX players representation
Top Non-European Leagues at World Cup 2022 (Players) MLS (USA) 35, Saudi Pro League 33, Qatar Stars
League 33, Liga MX (Mexico) 23. MLS led the non-European leagues, with its players representing the
USA, Canada, Costa Rica, and others. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 35MLS (top non-EU)

Outside the big five, Major League Soccer led with 35 players, reflecting its growth as a destination league.
The host nation's Qatar Stars League (33) and the Saudi Pro League (33) also featured prominently - the
Qatari and Saudi squads were drawn almost entirely from their domestic leagues. Mexico's Liga MX (23)

rounded out the top 10. These figures show how host and regional leagues can punch above their weight
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when their national teams qualify. The two Gulf leagues benefited directly from Qatar and Saudi Arabia's
participation, with both nations fielding almost entirely home-based squads. The total cost of hosting the

tournament is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

56 Leagues, 302 Clubs

56 Leagues and 302 Clubs - Football's Global Spread

One of the most striking statistics of Qatar 2022 was the sheer diversity of its talent base: 830 players

came from 56 different domestic leagues and 302 separate clubs. This spread, from the Premier League to
the UAE Pro League, illustrates how the World Cup draws on football's entire global ecosystem, not just its
wealthiest leagues. Even the English third and fourth divisions were represented, as Wales drew on lower-

league players to complete its squad.

World Cup 2022 global spread 56 leagues 302 clubs 830 players diversity domestic representation The
Global Spread - World Cup 2022 in Numbers 830 players, 56 leagues, 302 clubs. The top 10 leagues
supplied 587 players (71%); the other 243 came from 46 leagues. Football's talent is concentrated but

globally sourced. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 56leagues 302clubs

The top 10 leagues accounted for 587 of the 830 players (71%), meaning the remaining 243 players were
spread thinly across 46 smaller leagues. This long tail reflects the global nature of qualification - smaller
nations often field players based in their own domestic leagues or in second-tier competitions worldwide.
The expanded 48-team 2026 World Cup will likely increase this diversity further, bringing in players from
leagues and nations that have rarely or never reached the finals before. With 16 more teams qualifying, the
long tail of smaller leagues is set to grow, even as the big five European leagues retain their dominance at
the top of the table. The 2026 tournament details are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts

analysis.

Why the PL Leads

Why the Premier League Dominates League Representation

The Premier League's commanding lead in World Cup representation stems from its financial and
commercial supremacy. As the richest league in world football, with by far the largest broadcasting and
commercial revenues, it can pay the highest wages and attract elite talent from every corner of the globe.
This makes it the natural destination for the world's best players - many of whom then represent their own

nations at the World Cup while playing their club football in England. No other league can match its
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combination of wealth, global appeal, and competitive depth, which together draw talent from every

continent.

The international diversity of the Premier League is the key driver. Unlike, say, the Saudi Pro League
(whose 33 players mostly represented Saudi Arabia) or the Qatar Stars League (mostly Qatar), the Premier
League's 136 players were spread across dozens of nations. English clubs feature players from Brazil,
Argentina, France, Senegal, South Korea, and many more - all of whom carried the Premier League's

representation to the World Cup. This global recruitment is what pushes its numbers so far ahead.

Premier League international diversity versus Saudi Qatar domestic World Cup 2022 nations represented
International Diversity - PL Players Represent Many Nations Premier League: 136 players across ~30+
nations (only 25 for England). Saudi Pro League: 33 players, mostly Saudi Arabia. Qatar Stars: 33, mostly

Qatar. The PL's global spread drives its lead. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 30+PL nations

The trend has been consistent: the Premier League was also the most represented league at the 2018
World Cup, and its lead has if anything grown as its financial advantage over rival leagues has widened.
With the league's revenues continuing to climb, its dominance of World Cup representation is likely to
persist into 2026 and beyond. The broader economics of football's wealthiest competitions connect to our

global economy analysis.

Goals by League

Which Leagues’ Players Scored the Most Goals?

Representation is one measure of a league's strength; goal production is another. By the end of the group
stage at Qatar 2022, Premier League players led the goalscoring charts as expected, well ahead of the rest.
Among the big five, an interesting pattern emerged: Ligue 1 players outscored La Liga players despite La

Liga having more representatives, driven largely by France's attacking stars.

World Cup 2022 goals by league Premier League La Liga Bundesliga Ligue 1 Serie A production group
stage Goals by League Players - World Cup 2022 Group Stage (Big Five) Premier League players led on
goals, followed by La Liga (24) and Bundesliga (20), with Ligue 1 (19) just outside the podium and Serie A at

the bottom of the big five. Source: CBS Sports 2022 group-stage data. Premier Lgmost goals

The Premier League's goalscoring lead mirrored its representation lead, while the closeness of La Liga,
Bundesliga, and Ligue 1in goal production showed how evenly matched the chasing leagues were. Serie A,

despite being fourth in representation, lagged in goals - partly reflecting the more defensive, tactical

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 269 of 368



m BuSlneSSS ta tS Which League Sent the Most Players to World Cup 2022? Top Leagues

reputation of Italian football, and partly because lItaly itself was absent, removing the home-nation forwards
who often boost a league's goal tally. The detailed list of who scored those goals is in our World Cup 2022

top scorers analysis.

Most Represented Clubs

The Clubs That Sent the Most Players to Qatar 2022

While leagues tell one story, individual clubs tell another. Bayern Munich was the single most represented
club at the 2022 World Cup, sending 17 players to Qatar, narrowly ahead of Manchester City and Barcelona
(16 each). These three giants - one each from the Bundesliga, Premier League, and La Liga - underlined
how Europe's wealthiest clubs stock the world's national teams. A single elite club can supply more World

Cup players than some entire national leagues.

The presence of these clubs at the top reflects their global recruitment strategies. Bayern Munich's 17
players represented numerous nations, from Germany to Senegal to Canada. Manchester City's contingent
included England's core plus internationals from across the globe, while Barcelona supplied players to
Spain, the Netherlands, and several other teams. This club-level concentration mirrors the league-level

dominance of the big five.

World Cup 2022 most represented clubs Bayern Munich Manchester City Barcelona players top teams
Most Represented Clubs at World Cup 2022 (Players) Bayern Munich 17, Manchester City 16, Barcelona 16,
then a cluster of elite clubs. The top clubs come from the Bundesliga, Premier League, and La Liga. Source:

CBS Sports 2022. 17Bayern Munich

The club data also reveals national patterns: England's squad was drawn heavily from Manchester City,
while Qatar and Saudi Arabia drew almost entirely from a handful of domestic clubs. This contrast between
globally-recruited European giants and nationally-concentrated host clubs explains much of the league
representation picture. The market values of these club players are in our World Cup 2022 squad market

value analysis.

Domestic Representation

Home-Based Squads - Which Teams Used Their Own League?

A fascinating contrast at Qatar 2022 was between nations whose players were spread across foreign

leagues and those who relied on their domestic league. At one extreme, Saudi Arabia named 24 of its 26
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players from the Saudi Pro League, and the remaining two from the Saudi second division - a fully home-
based squad. England was similar in spirit, with 25 of 26 players from the Premier League (only Bellingham

played abroad, at Borussia Dortmund).

At the other extreme, nations like Senegal, Morocco, and many African and South American teams had
players scattered across Europe's leagues, with few or none playing in their home country. This reflects the
global movement of talent: players from football's developing markets typically move to Europe's wealthy
leagues, while wealthy domestic leagues (England, Saudi Arabia, Qatar) can retain or attract their national-

team players.

World Cup 2022 home based players Saudi Arabia England Qatar domestic league squad representation
Most Home-Based Squads at World Cup 2022 (Domestic League Players) Saudi Arabia: 24 of 26 from
Saudi Pro League. England: 25 of 26 from Premier League. Qatar: nearly all from Qatar Stars League.

Germany: 20 home-based. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 24/26Saudi home-based 25/26England home-based

This pattern of home-based versus exported talent shapes the league representation tables. Leagues like
the Premier League and Saudi Pro League benefit both from their own national teams and, in England's
case, from supplying dozens of foreign internationals. The global flow of football talent, always toward the
wealthiest leagues, ensures the big leagues dominate World Cup representation tournament after
tournament. The squad values these players built up are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value

analysis.

2018 vs 2022

How League Representation Changed from 2018 to 2022

The Premier League's dominance of World Cup representation is not new - it topped the table at the 2018
World Cup in Russia too, and its lead has only grown. In 2018, the Premier League supplied around 124
players; by 2022 that had risen to 136, reflecting the league's continued financial growth and its ability to
attract ever more of the world's elite talent. The gap to the second-placed league has widened over the

same period.

The biggest change between the two tournaments was the rise of leagues outside Europe. Major League
Soccer's representation grew as the American league matured and attracted more internationals, while the
Saudi Pro League's prominence increased even before the dramatic 2023 influx of stars like Cristiano
Ronaldo and Karim Benzema. The expanded 26-man squads (up from 23) for Qatar 2022 also lifted total

player numbers across all leagues.
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Premier League World Cup representation 2018 versus 2022 growth 124 136 players increase trend
Premier League Representation - 2018 vs 2022 World Cup (Players) 2018: ~124 Premier League players.
2022:136. The league's lead grew as its financial advantage widened. The trend is expected to continue

into 2026. Source: CBS Sports 2018, 2022. +122018 to 2022

Looking ahead, the 2026 World Cup will expand to 48 teams and 104 matches, meaning far more players
overall - around 1,200 across the larger field. The Premier League is virtually certain to remain the most
represented league, though the expanded field may give smaller leagues from newly-qualifying nations a
larger share. The growing wealth of the Saudi Pro League, in particular, could see it climb the rankings
significantly by 2026. The full 2026 tournament picture is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts

analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 League Representation - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 league representation top 5 share players Premier La Liga Bundesliga Serie Ligue percent
Top 5 Leagues' Share of All 830 World Cup 2022 Players Premier League 136 (16%), La Liga 83 (10%),
Bundesliga 76 (9%), Serie A 68 (8%), Ligue 154 (7%). The big five held 50% of all players; the other 50%

came from 51 leagues. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 50%top 5 share

136 playersPremier League - The Most Represented League at Qatar 2022The Premier League's 136
players (16% of all 830) almost doubled La Liga's 83. As the richest, most global league, it draws elite talent
worldwide, most representing nations other than England. Source: CBS Sports 2022. 50%Big Five Share -
Half of All World Cup PlayersThe big five European leagues supplied 417 of 830 players (50%). The other
half came from 51 leagues worldwide, showing both Europe's dominance and football's global spread.
Source: CBS Sports 2022. 56 leaguesGlobal Spread - Plus 302 Clubs Supplying 830 Players830 players
came from 56 leagues and 302 clubs. The top 10 leagues held 71% of players; the rest were spread across
46 smaller leagues, from MLS to the UAE Pro League. Source: CBS Sports 2022. Serie A 4thWithout Italy -
The Only Top-10 League Without Its NationSerie A finished fourth with 68 players despite Italy failing to
qualify - the only top-10 league not represented by its own national team. Its foreign stars carried its

representation. Source: CBS Sports 2022. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 League Representation

England's Premier League, with 136 players - almost double the next highest. La Liga was second (83),
then the Bundesliga (76), Serie A (68), and Ligue 1 (54). The big five European leagues filled the top five
spots, supplying half of all 830 tournament players. Source: CBS Sports 2022.

830 players, from 56 leagues and 302 clubs. Each of the 32 teams named a 26-man squad (expanded
from 23 for this tournament). The players came from every continent, reflecting football's global reach.

Source: CBS Sports 2022.

Major League Soccer (USA), with 35 players, ahead of the Saudi Pro League and Qatar Stars League (both
33). MLS players represented the USA, Canada, Costa Rica, and others, reflecting its growth as a

destination league. Source: CBS Sports 2022.

It is the richest and most globally popular league, attracting top talent from around the world. Most of its
136 players represented nations other than England, spread across some 30 different countries, making it
the most internationally diverse league - which is why its numbers dwarf the rest. The same was true in

2018. Source: CBS Sports 2022.

83 players, the second-most of any league. Barcelona had the most La Liga players (around 17), followed
by Real Madrid and Atletico. Despite being second, La Liga was far behind the Premier League's 136.
Source: CBS Sports 2022.

Yes - Serie A had 68 players, finishing fourth, even though Italy failed to qualify. It was the only top-10
league not represented by its own national team. Its many foreign stars carried its representation to Qatar.

Source: CBS Sports 2022.

Around 50% - 417 of 830 players. The Premier League (136), La Liga (83), Bundesliga (76), Serie A (68),
and Ligue 1 (54) together held half the tournament's players, with the other half spread across 51 leagues.

Source: CBS Sports 2022.

56 different domestic leagues, plus 302 clubs. The spread ranged from the Premier League to the UAE
Pro League. Two English leagues (Premier League and EFL Championship) made the top 10, and even

English lower divisions featured via Wales. Source: CBS Sports 2022.

Premier League players led, as expected. Among the big five, Ligue 1 players notably outscored La Liga's
despite fewer representatives, driven by France's attackers. Serie A lagged in goals despite being fourth in

representation. Source: CBS Sports 2022.
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Yes - the Premier League led in 2018 too. Its dominance has been consistent and, if anything, grown as its
financial advantage over rival leagues has widened. With the league's revenues continuing to climb, the

trend is expected to continue at the 2026 World Cup and beyond. Source: CBS Sports 2022.
Sources

CBS Sports - World Cup 2022 by the Numbers: Premier League Leads the Way - Primary source for the full
top-10 league table (Premier League 136 to Liga MX 23), 830 players, 56 leagues, 302 clubs. Published
November 2022. +-0%.

CBS Sports - Premier League Players Leading in Goals and Assists - Source for goals by league (Premier

League leads, La Liga 24, Bundesliga 20, Ligue 119, Serie A last). Published December 2022.

The Sporting News - Leagues With Most Players at World Cup 2022 - Source for league representation

detail, club breakdowns (Barcelona, Manchester City), MLS analysis. Published November 2022.

Sqaf - Most Represented Clubs and Leagues at World Cup 2022 - Source for league standings detail, Serie

A without Italy, club-level breakdowns. Published November 2022.

Player counts reflect each player's club league at tournament time (November 2022). Totals: 830 players,
56 leagues, 302 clubs. Premier League 136, La Liga 83, Bundesliga 76, Serie A 68, Ligue 154. Minor source
variation (134-136 for the Premier League) reflects loan/second-division edge cases. Goals-by-league data

is group-stage cumulative. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Market value of players at the World Cup 2022

Updated May 30, 2026 - businesstats.com/top-player-market-value-qgatar-world-cup

EUR 202M EUR 201M EUR 185M

JUDE BELLINGHAM - MOST VALUABLE VINICIUS JUNIOR - BRAZIL'S TOP KYLIAN MBAPPE - FRANCE'S MOST
PLAYER AT WORLD CUP 2022 PLAYER, SECOND OVERALL VALUABLE, 4TH OVERALL

19 EUR 165.6M 13.5%

BELLINGHAM'S AGE - YOUNGEST-EVER HAALAND - MOST VALUABLE PLAYER BELLINGHAM'S SHARE OF ENGLAND'S
MOST VALUABLE WC PLAYER WHO MISSED THE TOURNAMENT ENTIRE SQUAD VALUE

Overview

Transfer value of players at the FIFA World Cup in 2022

Individual player market value - the estimated transfer worth of a single footballer - reveals which stars
carried the highest price tags at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Jude Bellingham topped the list at EUR 202
million, an extraordinary figure for a 19-year-old, narrowly ahead of Brazil's Vinicius Junior (EUR 201M) and
England's Phil Foden (EUR 200M). These valuations come from the CIES Football Observatory, a Swiss
research group whose statistical model is built on more than 1,790 real transfers and is the source behind
the widely-cited data on player and squad values at Qatar 2022. Transfermarkt, the other major valuation
source, produced broadly similar rankings. The combined squad values that these players contributed to

are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

The rankings marked a generational shift in football's value hierarchy. The veterans who had dominated
such lists for years - Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Luka Modric, Neymar - had all dropped down due to
age, despite remaining hugely important to their national teams. In their place stood a new wave of young
attackers and midfielders, most of them aged 25 or under, whose combination of talent, youth, and long
contracts made them football's most valuable assets. The FIFA world rankings of the teams these players

represented are in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

Crucially, player value reflects market worth and resale potential, not tournament impact. The clearest
illustration: Lionel Messi won the 2022 World Cup and its Golden Ball award, yet his market value (around

EUR 25-50M at age 35) was a fraction of Bellingham's. Value rewards youth and future earning potential,
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while the World Cup rewards present performance - and the two often diverge sharply. This is a recurring
theme: the tournament's decisive players are frequently experienced veterans, while the most valuable are
young stars with their best years still ahead. The prize money these players competed for is in our FIFA

World Cup prize money analysis.

World Cup 2022 most valuable players overview Bellingham Vinicius Foden Mbappe top euros Most
Valuable Players at World Cup 2022 - Top 5 (EUR Millions) Bellingham 202, Vinicius 201, Foden 200,
Mbappe 185, then Jesus and Saka at 120. The four leaders were all aged 23 or under. Source: CIES Football
Observatory 2022. EUR 202MBellingham (top)

EUR 202M (Bellingham)Most Valuable Player - And Only 19 Years Old at the TimeEngland's Jude
Bellingham topped the CIES list at EUR 202M aged just 19. He scored in England's 6-2 opening win over
Iran and accounted for 13.5% of England's entire squad value. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.
EUR 201M (Vinicius)Vinicius Junior - Brazil's Most Valuable, Second OverallReal Madrid's Vinicius Junior
was second at EUR 201M, Brazil's most valuable player. He helped Madrid to the Champions League
months earlier. Brazil exited in the quarter-finals on penalties to Croatia. Source: CIES Football Observatory
2022. EUR 185M (Mbappe)Kylian Mbappe - France's Top Player and Tournament StarMbappe was 4th
overall at EUR 185M and France's most valuable. He won the Golden Boot with 8 goals, including a final
hat-trick, but France lost the final to Argentina on penalties. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. EUR
165.6M (Haaland)Most Valuable Absentee - Norway Failed to QualifyErling Haaland was the most valuable
player NOT at the tournament (EUR 165.6M), as Norway failed to qualify. Had he played, he would have
ranked among the top five most valuable players. Source: Football Benchmark, Statista 2022. Top Players

Table

The Most Valuable Players at World Cup 2022 - Full Ranking

Most Valuable Players at the 2022 World Cup (CIES Football Observatory) Click any column to sort

RANK PLAYER NATION CLUB VALUE (EUR M)
1 Jude Bellingham England Dortmund EUR 202M
2 Vinicius Junior Brazil Real Madrid EUR 201M
3 Phil Foden England Man City EUR 200M
4 Kylian Mbappe France PSG EUR 185M
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5 Gabriel Jesus Brazil Arsenal EUR 120M
6 Bukayo Saka England Arsenal EUR 120M
7 Eder Militao Brazil Real Madrid EUR 110M
8 Rodrygo Brazil Real Madrid EUR 110M
9 Federico Valverde Uruguay Real Madrid EUR 100M
10 Aurelien Tchouameni France Real Madrid EUR 100M
n Gabriel Martinelli Brazil Arsenal EUR100M
12 Mason Mount England Chelsea EUR 100M
13 Pedri Spain Barcelona EUR 100M

The table is dominated by England and Brazil, who between them held most of the top spots. England's
"golden generation" of Bellingham, Foden, Saka, and Mount, combined with Brazil's Real Madrid and
Arsenal contingent (Vinicius, Militao, Rodrygo, Jesus, Martinelli), reflected how the two nations' players
were spread across Europe's wealthiest clubs. The squad-level totals that these individuals built up are in

our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

Most Valuable Players

The 13 Most Valuable Players at World Cup 2022 Ranked

World Cup 2022 most valuable players Bellingham Vinicius Foden Mbappe ranking euros CIES individual
Most Valuable Players at World Cup 2022 (EUR Millions) Bellingham 202, Vinicius 201, Foden 200, Mbappe
185, then a cluster at EUR 100-120M including Jesus, Saka, Militao, Rodrygo, Valverde, Tchouameni,
Martinelli, Mount, Pedri. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. EUR 202MBellingham (top) 4players EUR
180M+

After the top four (Bellingham, Vinicius, Foden, Mbappe), there was a steep drop to a dense cluster of
players valued between EUR 100 million and EUR 120 million. This group included Brazil's Gabriel Jesus and
England's Bukayo Saka (both EUR 120M), plus a wave of EUR 100M talents like Federico Valverde, Aurelien
Tchouameni, Mason Mount, and Pedri. The concentration of value among young players at elite European
clubs was the defining feature of the rankings. The dense cluster at EUR 100-120M showed how many

genuinely elite players the modern game produces, even if only a handful reach the EUR 185M+ tier. The
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win probabilities these stars influenced are in our World Cup winner probability analysis.

The Top 3

Bellingham, Vinicius, Foden - The Top Three Separated by EUR 2M

World Cup 2022 top 3 most valuable players Bellingham Vinicius Foden Mbappe close margin euros Top 4
Most Valuable Players - 2022 World Cup (EUR Millions) Bellingham 202, Vinicius 201, Foden 200, Mbappe
185. The top three were separated by just EUR 2M, showing how closely the model rated football's elite

young attackers and midfielders. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. EUR 2Mtop 3 spread

The top three were remarkably close - Bellingham (EUR 202M), Vinicius (EUR 201M), and Foden (EUR
200M) separated by just EUR 2 million. All three were under 25 (Bellingham 19, Vinicius 22, Foden 22),
playing for elite clubs (Dortmund, Real Madrid, Manchester City), and contracted for several more years -
the perfect profile for a high CIES valuation. Mbappe, though the tournament's standout performer, ranked
fourth at EUR 185M. The all-time tournament performance of their nations is in our FIFA World Cup all-time

standings analysis.

By Nation

England and Brazil Dominate the Player Value Rankings

World Cup 2022 most valuable players by nation England Brazil France top players count Top 13 Most
Valuable Players by Nation - World Cup 2022 England: 4 players (Bellingham, Foden, Saka, Mount). Brazil:
5 (Vinicius, Jesus, Militao, Rodrygo, Martinelli). France: 2 (Mbappe, Tchouameni). Uruguay: 1 (Valverde).

Spain: 1 (Pedri). Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. 9 of 13Eng + Bra

England and Brazil supplied nine of the 13 most valuable players. England's four (Bellingham, Foden, Saka,
Mount) reflected the country's celebrated young generation and the Premier League premium, while
Brazil's five (Vinicius, Jesus, Militao, Rodrygo, Martinelli) showcased the nation's continued production of
elite attacking talent, much of it now based at Real Madrid and Arsenal. This dominance directly explains
why England and Brazil also had the two most valuable squads. The squad-level analysis is in our World

Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

By Club
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Real Madrid and Arsenal - The Clubs Behind the Star Players

World Cup 2022 most valuable players by club Real Madrid Arsenal Man City PSG Chelsea count Top 13
Most Valuable Players by Club - World Cup 2022 Real Madrid: 4 (Vinicius, Militao, Rodrygo, Valverde,
Tchouameni). Arsenal: 3 (Saka, Jesus, Martinelli). Man City, PSG, Dortmund, Chelsea, Barcelona: 1 each.
Europe's elite clubs supplied nearly all the top players. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. Real

Madridmost players

The clubs behind the players underline football's concentration of talent and wealth. Real Madrid supplied
five of the 13 (Vinicius, Militao, Rodrygo, Valverde, Tchouameni), with Arsenal close behind on three (Saka,
Jesus, Martinelli). The remaining players were spread across Manchester City, PSG, Borussia Dortmund,
Chelsea, and Barcelona - all among Europe's wealthiest and most prestigious clubs. No player from outside
Europe's top leagues made the list, underlining where football's value is concentrated. Players based in
leagues outside Europe's "big five" (England, Spain, Germany, Italy, France) - including those in Brazil,
Argentina, Saudi Arabia, or the United States - were valued far lower regardless of talent. The broader

economics behind these clubs connect to our global economy analysis.

Stars Who Missed Out

EUR 165M Haaland and the Stars Who Missed the World Cup

Some of football's most valuable players were absent from Qatar 2022 because their nations failed to
qualify. The most valuable absentee was Erling Haaland, valued at around EUR 165.6 million, who missed
out because Norway did not qualify. Had Haaland played, he would have ranked among the top five most

valuable players at the tournament, alongside Bellingham, Vinicius, Foden, and Mbappe.

World Cup 2022 most valuable players missing absent Haaland Norway failed qualify euros Most Valuable
Player Who Missed World Cup 2022 vs Those Who Played Haaland (absent, Norway): EUR 165.6M - would
have been top 5. Bellingham (played): EUR 202M. Mbappe (played): EUR 185M. Haaland's absence
removed one of the game's biggest stars from the tournament. Source: Football Benchmark, CIES 2022.

EUR 165.6MHaaland (absent) Top Swhere he'd rank

Haaland was not the only star to miss out. Other valuable players whose nations failed to qualify included
Norway's supporting cast and players from ltaly (the reigning European champions who shockingly failed
to qualify for a second straight World Cup). These absences reduced the overall talent and value on display
at Qatar 2022. The qualification context for the expanded 2026 tournament is in our FIFA World Cup 2026

statistics and facts analysis.
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Value vs Impact

Why Messi Topped the Tournament but Not the Value List

The 2022 World Cup produced one of football's clearest demonstrations that market value and tournament
impact are very different things. Lionel Messi, at 35, won the Golden Ball as the tournament's best player
and lifted the trophy he had chased his entire career - yet his market value (around EUR 25-50 million) was
a small fraction of Bellingham's EUR 202 million. Age is the decisive factor: valuation models heavily

penalise players over 30 because their resale potential and remaining career are limited.

World Cup 2022 Messi value versus impact Golden Ball champion age market value young players Value vs
Impact - Messi and the Stars Who Outperformed Their Value Messi (champion, Golden Ball): ~EUR 35M
aged 35. Bellingham (QF exit): EUR 202M aged 19. Modric (3rd place, Croatia): ~EUR 10M aged 37. Value
rewards youth; the World Cup rewards present performance. Source: CIES, Transfermarkt 2022. EUR

35MMessi (champion)

The same pattern applied to Croatia's Luka Modric, who at 37 inspired his team to a third-place finish and
won admirers worldwide, yet was valued at around EUR 10 million - less than a twentieth of Bellingham.
These cases capture a fundamental truth about football economics: the transfer market prices future
potential, while tournaments reward present excellence. The most valuable players are rarely the same as
the best-performing ones, especially in a World Cup where experience and big-game temperament matter
enormously. The all-time standings that reward such performances are in our FIFA World Cup all-time

standings analysis.

The Young Guard

The Changing of the Guard - Football's New Most Valuable Generation

The 2022 World Cup valuations confirmed a generational handover at the top of football's value rankings.
For years, the lists had been topped by Messi, Ronaldo, and Neymar - players who, in 2018, were each
valued at EUR 180-200 million. By 2022, all three had fallen well down the rankings due to age, replaced by
a cohort born in the late 1990s and early 2000s: Bellingham (2003), Vinicius (2000), Foden (2000), and
Mbappe (1998).

football value generation shift 2018 versus 2022 Messi Ronaldo Neymar Bellingham Vinicius young The
Generational Shift - 2018 vs 2022 Most Valuable Players (EUR Millions) 2018: Mbappe/Messi/Neymar ~EUR
180-200M (Messi 31, Neymar 26). 2022: Bellingham 202 (19), Vinicius 201 (22). The old guard fell as a new

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 280 of 368



L] - " "
m BusinessStats Who Was the Most Valuable Player at World Cup 2022? Player Values

generation born in the late 1990s-2000s rose. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2018, 2022. 2003Bellingham

born

This new generation shared a profile that maximised market value: exceptional talent demonstrated at the
highest level, youth offering many years of peak performance ahead, and long contracts at elite clubs.
Mbappe, the oldest of the leading group at 23, had already won a World Cup in 2018 and would go on to
score a hat-trick in the 2022 final. Bellingham, the youngest at 19, would complete a EUR 100M+ move to

Real Madrid the following summer, validating his tournament valuation.

The shift also reflected football's accelerating financial inflation. The EUR 202 million valuations of 2022
would have been almost unimaginable a decade earlier, when Cristiano Ronaldo's world-record transfer
was EUR 94 million. Transfer fees and valuations have risen steeply, driven by booming broadcasting
revenue and the spending power of the wealthiest clubs. The same inflationary forces shape the FIFA

revenue picture in our FIFA total revenue analysis.

By Position

Attackers vs Midfielders - Which Positions Command the Highest Value?

A clear pattern in the World Cup 2022 valuations was the dominance of attacking and creative positions. Of
the top players, the overwhelming majority were forwards, wingers, or attacking midfielders - positions that
score and create goals, the most marketable and valued contributions in football. Vinicius Junior, Mbappe,
Gabriel Jesus, Bukayo Saka, and Gabriel Martinelli were all attackers, while Bellingham and Foden were

attacking midfielders.

Central defenders and defensive midfielders, by contrast, were valued lower despite their importance. Eder
Militao (Real Madrid centre-back) at EUR 110M and Aurelien Tchouameni and Federico Valverde
(midfielders) at EUR 100M were among the highest-valued non-attackers, but none approached the EUR
185-202M of the leading forwards and attacking midfielders. Goalkeepers were valued lowest of all - even

the world's best, like Brazil's Alisson or Belgium's Thibaut Courtois, fell well short of the attacking stars.

World Cup 2022 player value by position attackers midfielders defenders goalkeepers highest Top Player
Value by Position - World Cup 2022 (EUR Millions) Attacking mid (Bellingham): 202. Winger (Vinicius): 201.
Forward (Mbappe): 185. Centre-back (Militao): 110. Defensive mid (Tchouameni): 100. Attacking positions

command the highest valuations. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. Attackmost valued
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This positional hierarchy reflects how the transfer market and modern football value goalscoring and
creativity above defensive solidity. Attackers and creative midfielders directly influence the most decisive
moments, command the biggest fees, and carry the most commercial appeal. The pattern is consistent
across valuation models and has only intensified as football's finances have grown. The broader football

economics connect to our global economy analysis.

Premier League Effect

The Premier League Premium in Individual Player Values

Just as it inflated England's squad value, the Premier League premium boosted individual player valuations
at World Cup 2022. Players based in England's top division - the richest league in world football - tended to
carry higher valuations than comparable players elsewhere. Phil Foden (Manchester City, EUR 200M),
Bukayo Saka (Arsenal, EUR 120M), Gabriel Jesus and Gabriel Martinelli (Arsenal, EUR 120M and EUR 100M),
and Mason Mount (Chelsea, EUR 100M) all benefited from this effect.

World Cup 2022 Premier League based players value Foden Saka Jesus Mount premium English clubs
Premier League-Based Stars at World Cup 2022 (EUR Millions) Phil Foden (Man City) 200, Bukayo Saka
(Arsenal) 120, Gabriel Jesus (Arsenal) 120, Gabriel Martinelli (Arsenal) 100, Mason Mount (Chelsea) 100.
The Premier League premium lifts the value of England-based players. Source: CIES Football Observatory

2022. EUR 200MFoden (top PL)

The Premier League's enormous broadcasting and commercial revenues mean its clubs can pay the
highest wages and transfer fees, which in turn pushes up the market value of their players. A player
performing at a similar level in a smaller league would typically be valued lower. This is why so many of the
most valuable World Cup players - regardless of nationality - were based at English clubs, and why Brazil's

most valuable contingent largely played for Real Madrid and Arsenal rather than in Brazil.

The effect also helps explain the rise of Jude Bellingham, who topped the list while at Borussia Dortmund
but was already attracting interest from the wealthiest clubs. His EUR 202M valuation anticipated the
bidding war that would see him join Real Madrid in 2023. The interplay between league wealth and player
value is a defining feature of modern football economics, and one that the squad-level data reinforces in
our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis. The revenue powering these wealthy leagues connects

to our FIFA total revenue analysis.

Tournament Impact

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 282 of 368



L] - " "
m BusinessStats Who Was the Most Valuable Player at World Cup 2022? Player Values

How the World Cup Changed Player Values

A World Cup is a global showcase that can dramatically shift player valuations - both up and down. Strong
tournament performances at Qatar 2022 boosted several players' market values in the months that
followed. Argentina's Enzo Fernandez, who emerged as one of the breakout stars and won the Young
Player award, saw his value soar, leading to a club-record EUR 121 million move to Chelsea in the January

2023 transfer window - directly after the tournament.

World Cup 2022 player value rise after tournament Enzo Fernandez Chelsea transfer boost performance
How a Strong World Cup Boosted Player Values - Enzo Fernandez Enzo Fernandez (Argentina): pre-
tournament value far lower, then a EUR 121M club-record move to Chelsea in January 2023 after winning
the Young Player award. Strong World Cups can transform valuations. Source: industry reports 2023. EUR

121MEnzo to Chelsea Jan 2023right after WC

Jude Bellingham, already the most valuable player going into the tournament, further enhanced his

reputation with a goal and commanding midfield displays. His performances helped justify the EUR 100M+
fee Real Madrid paid to sign him the following summer. Morocco's run to the semi-finals lifted the profiles
and values of several of their players, including Sofyan Amrabat and Achraf Hakimi, who attracted interest

from Europe's biggest clubs.

Conversely, disappointing tournaments could dent valuations, though the effect is usually smaller and
slower - a single poor month rarely erases a player's established market value. The transfer market tends
to weight a player's full body of work over one tournament, but a World Cup remains one of the most
visible stages on which to raise - or damage - a reputation, watched by billions and scouted by every major
club in the world. The prize money and tournament context are in our FIFA World Cup prize money

analysis, and the squad-level values in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 Player Values - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 player value age young generation Bellingham Vinicius Foden Mbappe born year The Top
4 Players' Ages - A Young Generation at the Top (2022) Bellingham 19, Vinicius 22, Foden 22, Mbappe 23.
All four most valuable players were 23 or under, confirming that youth and resale potential drive top

valuations. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. 23 or underall top 4
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EUR 202MBellingham's Value - Highest of Any Player at the TournamentJude Bellingham (England, 19)
topped the CIES list at EUR 202M, accounting for 13.5% of England's EUR 1.5B squad. He moved to Real
Madrid the following summer for over EUR 100M. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. 19-23Age
Range of the Top 4 - A Clear Generational ShiftAll four most valuable players (Bellingham 19, Vinicius 22,
Foden 22, Mbappe 23) were 23 or under. The ageing superstars Messi, Ronaldo, and Modric had dropped
down the rankings. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. EUR 165.6MHaaland - The Star Who Missed
Out as Norway Failed to QualifyErling Haaland (EUR 165.6M) was the most valuable player absent from
Qatar 2022. Had he played, he would have ranked in the top five. Italy's stars were also absent. Source:
Football Benchmark, Statista 2022. EUR 35M (Messi)Champion's Value - Why the Best Player Wasn't the
Most ValuableMessi won the World Cup and Golden Ball at 35, yet his ~EUR 35M value was a fraction of
Bellingham's. Age caps valuations regardless of quality - value rewards potential, not present impact.

Source: CIES, Transfermarkt 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Player Values

Jude Bellingham of England, valued at EUR 202 million by the CIES Football Observatory - and he was
only 19. Brazil's Vinicius Junior was second (EUR 201M) and England's Phil Foden third (EUR 200M), with
the top three separated by just EUR 2 million. Kylian Mbappe was fourth at EUR 185M. Source: CIES
Football Observatory 2022.

EUR 185 million - the fourth-highest of any player and France's most valuable. Mbappe won the Golden
Boot with 8 goals, including a hat-trick in the final, but France lost to Argentina on penalties. Source: CIES

Football Observatory 2022.

No. Despite winning the tournament and the Golden Ball, Messi (35) was not among the most valuable
players because of his age. His value was around EUR 35M - a fraction of Bellingham's EUR 202M. Value

reflects resale potential, not tournament impact. Source: CIES, Transfermarkt 2022.

Erling Haaland, valued at around EUR 165.6 million, who missed out because Norway failed to qualify. Had
he played, he would have ranked in the top five most valuable players. Italy's stars also missed the

tournament. Source: Football Benchmark, Statista 2022.

Youth is a major value driver. A 19-year-old like Bellingham offers many years of peak performance and
resale potential, which valuation models reward heavily. Combined with elite talent and a long contract, this

pushed his value to EUR 202M - the tournament's highest. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.
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England and Brazil dominated, supplying nine of the top 13. England had Bellingham, Foden, Saka, and
Mount; Brazil had Vinicius, Jesus, Militao, Rodrygo, and Martinelli. This mirrors their status as the two most

valuable squads. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.

Real Madrid (five) and Arsenal (three) supplied the most. Real Madrid had Vinicius, Militao, Rodrygo,
Valverde, and Tchouameni; Arsenal had Saka, Jesus, and Martinelli. All top players came from Europe's

wealthiest clubs. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.

EUR 201 million - the second-most valuable player and Brazil's most valuable. The Real Madrid forward
had won the Champions League months earlier. Brazil exited in the quarter-finals on penalties to Croatia.

Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.

Player value is one footballer's worth; squad value is the team total. Bellingham (EUR 202M) was the
most valuable player, while England (EUR 1.5B) had the most valuable squad. Bellingham alone made up

13.5% of England's squad value. Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.

Through models based on age, performance, contract length, and club. The CIES model is built on
1,790+ real transfers, correlating estimated and actual fees above 80%. Transfermarkt uses crowd-
sourced input with expert moderation. No money changes hands - they are estimates of what a player
would fetch on the open market. Younger players at wealthy clubs with long contracts are valued highest.

Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022.
Sources

ESPN - Jude Bellingham Has Highest Transfer Value at 2022 World Cup - Primary source for individual
player values (Bellingham EUR 202M, Vinicius EUR 201M, Foden EUR 200M, Mbappe EUR 185M). Published
November 2022. +-0%.

Al Jazeera - The World Cup's Most Valuable Teams - Source for player values within squads (Vinicius,

Mbappe), squad context. Published November 2022.

Statista / Football Benchmark - Most Valuable Players Missing the World Cup 2022 - Source for Haaland

EUR 165.6M as the most valuable absent player (Norway did not qualify). Published November 2022. +-0%.

Statista / CIES Football Observatory - Transfer Value at the FIFA World Cup 2022 - Source for CIES

methodology and the squad/player value dataset. Published November 2022. +-0%.

Player values are CIES Football Observatory estimates for November 2022 (cross-checked with

Transfermarkt). The CIES model uses age, performance, contract length, and club, built on 1,790+
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transfers. Bellingham EUR 202M was the highest. Values are euros, +-5%, and reflect market worth, not
tournament impact. Messi and Modric values are approximate Transfermarkt figures. Not investment

advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Players with the most World Cup appearances
1930-2022

Updated May 28, 2026 - businesstats.com/players-most-matches-fifa-world-cup

26 25 24

MESSI - ALL-TIME RECORD, 5 MATTHAUS - GERMANY, 5 KLOSE - GERMANY, 4 TOURNAMENTS
TOURNAMENTS 2006-2022 TOURNAMENTS 1982-1998 2002-2014

23 2216 5

MALDINI - ITALY, 4 TOURNAMENTS, MALDINI - RECORD WORLD CUP GERMANY PLAYERS IN ALL-TIME TOP 15
MOST WITHOUT WINNING MINUTES PLAYED - MORE THAN ANY NATION

Overview

Players with the most appearances in the FIFA World Cup as of 2022

The FIFA World Cup all-time appearances list ranks players by the total number of matches played across
all World Cup editions from 1930 to 2022. Lionel Messi leads with 26 appearances - a record he set by
playing in the 2022 final against France at Lusail Stadium, overtaking Lothar Matthaus's previous record of
25. To accumulate World Cup appearances, a player needs both individual longevity and - critically - a

national team that consistently qualifies and reaches deep into tournaments.

Germany dominate the all-time list with 5 players in the top 15 (Matthaus 25, Klose 24, Lahm 20, Seeler 21,
Lato is Polish). Poland also feature prominently with Zmuda (21) and Lato (20). Argentina has 3 players
(Messi 26, Maradona 21, Mascherano 20). The most remarkable aspect of the list: it rewards both individual
excellence and collective national team success - a player cannot accumulate World Cup appearances
without their team qualifying repeatedly and advancing deep into tournaments. The all-time World Cup
table context for the nations these players represented is in our FIFA World Cup all-time table 1930-2022

analysis.

A crucial distinction: appearances and tournaments are different. Messi played 5 tournaments but 26
matches. Klose also played 4 tournaments but only 24 matches. The difference comes from how deep
each team went - Messi's Argentina reached the final in 2014 and 2022, adding extra matches. Klose's

Germany also reached the final in 2002 and 2014. Paolo Maldini holds the record for most World Cup
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minutes played: 2,216 minutes across 23 appearances - meaning he played virtually every minute of his 23

games.

Messi #126 Apps, 5 Tournaments 2006-2022, Won in 2022Messi overtook Matthaus's 25-app record
during the 2022 final - his 26th appearance. He scored 7 goals at Qatar 2022 while lifting the trophy. 5
WCs: 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, 2022. Source: Olympics.com December 2022. Matthaus #225 Apps, 5
Tournaments 1982-1998, Held Record 24 YearsMatthaus held the record from 1998 until Messi overtook
him in 2022 - 24 years. Won 1990 title. Appeared as a player across 5 tournaments - 2nd to do so after
Carbajal (Mexico). 150 Germany caps. Source: Olympics.com. Klose #324 Apps, 4 Tournaments 2002-
2014, All-Time Top ScorerKlose combines the top scorer record (16 goals) with the 3rd-highest appearance
count (24). 4 WCs: 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014. Won 2014 title. At 36, he was one of the oldest World Cup
participants. Source: Olympics.com. Maldini #423 Apps, 4 Tournaments 1990-2002, Most Apps Without
WinningMaldini holds two records simultaneously: most apps without a title (23) and most World Cup
minutes (2,216). He played virtually every minute of every match. Italy never won while he was there - they
won in 2006 after his retirement. Source: Olympics.com. FIFA World Cup all-time most appearances top 5
players overview Messi Matthaus Klose Maldini Ronaldo 1930 to 2022 All-Time Top 5 - World Cup
Appearances Overview (1930-2022) Messi (ARG): 26 apps, 5 WCs. Matthaus (GER): 25 apps, 5 WCs. Klose
(GER): 24 apps, 4 WCs. Maldini (ITA): 23 apps, 4 WCs. C.Ronaldo (POR): 22 apps, 5 WCs. Source:

Olympics.com, ESPN December 2022. 26Messi - record

Full Appearances Table

All-Time World Cup Appearances - Top 15 Players as of December 2022

Most World Cup Appearances - Top 15 Players as of 2022 (Olympics.com, ESPN, Statista/Transfermarkt)

Click to sort
# PLAYER NATION APPEARANCES WCS ERA TITLE
1 Lionel Messi Argentina 26 5} 2006-2022 2022
2 Lothar Matthaus Germany 25 5 1982-1998 1990
3 Miroslav Klose Germany 24 4 2002-2014 2014
4 Paolo Maldini Italy 23 4 1990-2002 None
5] Cristiano Ronaldo Portugal 22 5 2006-2022 None
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6 Diego Maradona Argentina 21 4 1982-1994 1986
7 Uwe Seeler Germany 21 4 1958-1970 None
8 Wiladyslaw Zmuda Poland 21 4 1974-1986 None
9 Cafu Brazil 20 4 1994-2006 1994
10 Philipp Lahm Germany 20 4 2006-2014 2014
" Grzegorz Lato Poland 20 4 1974-1986 1974
12 Javier Mascherano Argentina 20 5 2006-2022 None
13 Hugo Lloris France 20 4 2010-2022 2018
14 Antonio Carbajal Mexico 1 5 1950-1966 None
15 Rafael Marquez Mexico 19 5 2002-2022 None

Sources: Olympics.com (December 2022), ESPN, Statista (statistics/269528) citing Transfermarkt,
TheSoccerWorldCups.com. Data as of Qatar 2022 final, December 18, 2022. Appearances = matches
played (substitute appearances count, unused subs do not). Antonio Carbajal (Mexico): 5 tournaments, 11
matches - not shown as below 19 appearances. Note: Messi overtook Matthaus at the 2022 final for his

26th appearance. +-0%.

Germany and Argentina dominate the top 15 with 4-5 players each. Germany's 5 entries reflect their
sustained excellence across different eras: Matthaus (1980s-90s), Seeler (1950s-60s), Klose (2000s-10s),
Lato (Polish not German), Lahm (2000s-10s). The top 15 represents 9 different nations - no single nation

has more than 5 players in this elite group.

Appearances Chart

Messi 26 to Marquez 19 - Top 15 World Cup Appearances Visualised

FIFA World Cup all-time most appearances by player 1930 to 2022 horizontal bar chart top 15 World Cup
All-Time Most Appearances - Top 15 Players (1930-2022) Messi: 26. Matthaus: 25. Klose: 24. Maldini: 23.
C.Ronaldo: 22. Maradona/Seeler/Zmuda: 21 each. Cafu/Lahm/Lato/Mascherano/Lloris: 20 each. Carbajal: 11

(5 WCs). Marquez: 19. Source: Olympics.com, Statista December 2022. 26Messi - record

All-time record holder Top 5 (22+ appearances) 20-21 appearances
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The clustering between 20 and 26 appearances reflects a structural reality: to exceed 20 World Cup
matches, a player needs 4-5 tournaments and their team must reach the quarter-finals or beyond
consistently. A team that exits at the group stage in multiple editions significantly caps a player's

appearance potential regardless of how many World Cups they attend.

Messi - 26 Appearances

Lionel Messi - How He Built 26 World Cup Appearances Across 5

Tournaments

Messi made his World Cup debut at Germany 2006 as a 19-year-old substitute against Serbia and
Montenegro. Across the next 16 years, he played in all 5 subsequent editions, going further each time:
quarter-final (20086), quarter-final (2010), final (2014, lost to Germany), second round (2018), and champion
(2022). His 26th and record-breaking appearance came on December 18, 2022, when he led Argentina out

for the final against France at Lusail Stadium.

Lionel Messi FIFA World Cup appearances by tournament 2006 2010 2014 2018 2022 Argentina Messi's 26
World Cup Appearances - Breakdown by Tournament 2006 (Germany): 3 apps. 2010 (S.Africa): 5 apps.
2014 (Brazil): 7 apps (final). 2018 (Russia): 4 apps. 2022 (Qatar): 7 apps (final, champion). Total: 26 apps, 5

W(Cs. Source: Olympics.com, FIFA official December 2022. 26Total apps 5Tournaments

Messi's progression from 3 appearances in 2006 to 7 in 2022 mirrors Argentina's journey from promising
contenders to world champions. His fewest appearances were in 2006 (as a substitute in 3 matches) and
his most in 2014 and 2022 (7 matches each, both going to the final). The 2018 tournament in Russia (4

matches, second round exit) remains his least successful World Cup individually and as a team. The prize
money won by Argentina through these deep runs is in our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money distribution

analysis.

Matthaus - 25 Appearances

Lothar Matthaus - 25 World Cup Appearances Across 5 Tournaments 1982-
1998

Lothar Matthaus appeared in 25 World Cup matches across five consecutive tournaments from 1982 to
1998 - an extraordinary span of 16 years. He was West Germany's brilliant midfielder at the height of his

career in the 1986 and 1990 tournaments (reaching the final both times, winning in 1990), and continued
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representing reunified Germany at 1994 and 1998 as a more experienced captain. He held the appearance

record for 24 years (from 1998 until Messi overtook him in 2022).

Lothar Matthaus FIFA World Cup appearances by tournament 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 Germany West
Germany Matthaus World Cup Appearances by Tournament - 25 Total 1982 (Spain): 5 apps. 1986 (Mexico):
7 apps (final, lost). 1990 (Italy): 7 apps (WON). 1994 (USA): 4 apps. 1998 (France): 2 apps. Total: 25 apps, 5

W(Cs. Source: Olympics.com, FIFA official records. 25total apps

Matthaus's 1990 World Cup (ltaly) was his peak tournament - 7 matches, captaining West Germany to the
title, winning the Golden Ball (best player) and scoring the decisive goal in the final win over Argentina (1-
0). He was 29 years old that summer. By his final World Cup (France 1998, age 37), he played just 2

matches before Germany's quarter-final exit. The World Cup 2026 winner odds for nations in 2026 are in

our World Cup 2026 winner probability analysis.

Maldini - 23 Appearances

Paolo Maldini - 23 Appearances, 2,216 Minutes, Never Won the Title

Paolo Maldini's 23 World Cup appearances across four tournaments (1990, 1994, 1998, 2002) represent
the most World Cup matches ever played by a player who never lifted the trophy. Italy finished 3rd (1990),
runner-up (1994), quarter-final (1998), and second round (2002) - always competitive, never champions.
His 23 appearances were built on virtually playing every available minute - hence his record 2,216 World

Cup minutes (the most by any player in history).

Paolo Maldini World Cup appearances record minutes played 1990 1994 1998 2002 Italy Maldini - World
Cup Appearances and Minutes Per Tournament 1990 (ltaly): 7 apps, 630 mins (3rd place). 1994 (USA): 7
apps, 630 mins (runner-up). 1998 (France): 5 apps, 450 mins (QF). 2002 (Korea/Japan): 4 apps, 360 mins
(R16). Total: 23 apps, 2,216 mins. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com, Olympics.com. 23Apps 2,216Minutes

Maldini's record of 2,216 World Cup minutes works out to approximately 96.3 minutes per appearance -
meaning he rarely even came off the pitch. In the modern era where rotation is common, this statistic is
staggering. He played every minute of Italy's 1990 and 1994 campaigns (7 matches each). Italy ultimately
won the World Cup in 2006 - four years after Maldini retired from international football - adding painful
irony to his near-miss career. The FIFA ranking of Italy and other nations during Maldini's era is in our FIFA

world ranking analysis.

Germany Dominance
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Germany's 5 Players in the Top 15 - Why German Players Appear the Most

Germany players in FIFA World Cup all-time appearances top 15 Matthaus Klose Seeler Lahm total
appearances comparison Germany Players in the All-Time Top 15 - World Cup Appearances Matthaus: 25
(5 WCs, 1982-1998). Klose: 24 (4 WCs, 2002-2014). Seeler: 21 (4 WCs, 1958-1970). Lahm: 20 (3 WCs,
2006-2014). Total: 90 appearances from 4 German players. Source: Olympics.com, Statista December

2022. 5German players

Germany's dominance of the all-time appearances list reflects three structural advantages: consistent
World Cup qualification across all eras, consistent deep tournament runs (8 finals, numerous semi-finals),
and a football culture that rewards senior players with long international careers. A German player who
makes the squad for 4-5 consecutive World Cups (like Matthaus, Klose) will accumulate 20+ appearances
simply because Germany almost always reaches the knockout stages. The World Cup titles these German

players helped win are in our countries with the most World Cup titles analysis.

Uwe Seeler's 21 appearances from 1958-1970 are particularly impressive given that the tournament was
smaller (fewer games per edition) and long-distance international travel was far more difficult. Seeler
played in 4 World Cups spanning 12 years and appeared in 21 matches - an extraordinary achievement for
his era. Philipp Lahm's 20 appearances came across just 3 tournaments (2006, 2010, 2014) - Germany's

success in going deep in all three editions was key. He won the 2014 title as captain.

Players at 5 World Cups

Messi, Matthaus, Ronaldo, Maradona and Mascherano - Players at 5 World

Cups

players who played in five different FIFA World Cup tournaments all time list 2022 Players Who Appeared
in 5 Different World Cup Tournaments (As of 2022) Messi (ARG): 5 WCs, 26 apps. Matthaus (GER): 5 WCs,
25 apps. C.Ronaldo (POR): 5 WCs, 22 apps. Carbajal (MEX): 5 WCs, 11 apps (goalkeeper, 1950-1966).
Mascherano (ARG): 5 WCs, 20 apps. Source: Olympics.com, FIFA official December 2022. 5Players at 5
WCs

Only 5 male players in history have appeared in 5 different World Cups. Antonio Carbajal (Mexico,
goalkeeper) was the first to achieve this feat across 1950-1966, but his 11 matches are far fewer than the
modern players because Mexico often exited early. Javier Mascherano's 5-tournament record (2006-

2022) is remarkable for a defensive midfielder - a position that typically does not receive the same
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longevity treatment as goalkeepers or box-to-box players.

The difference between Messi (26 apps) and Ronaldo (22 apps) across the same 5 tournaments (2006-
2022) largely comes down to tournament depth: Argentina reached 2 finals and 2 quarter-finals in this
period, Portugal reached 1 quarter-final (2006), 1 semi-final (2022), and lost in earlier rounds in 2010, 2014,
and 2018. This illustrates how team performance fundamentally determines an individual's appearance
count. The social media context for how fans followed these 5-tournament legends is in our social media

statistics and facts analysis.

By Nation

Germany 90, Argentina 67 - Combined Appearances by Nation in Top 15

FIFA World Cup combined appearances top 15 players by nation Germany Argentina Italy Poland Brazil
1930 to 2022 Combined World Cup Appearances From Top 15 Players - By Nation Germany
(Matthaus+Klose+Seeler+Lahm): 90 apps. Argentina (Messi+Maradona+Mascherano): 67 apps. Poland
(Zmuda+Lato): 41 apps. Italy (Maldini): 23 apps. Brazil (Cafu): 20 apps. Portugal (Ronaldo): 22 apps. France

(Lloris): 20 apps. Source: Olympics.com December 2022. 90Germany combined

Germany's 90 combined appearances from 4 players in the top 15 is nearly double Argentina's 67 from 3
players. Poland's surprising 41 combined appearances (Zmuda 21 + Lato 20) reflects their golden 1970s-
1980s era when Poland consistently reached the knockout stages (3rd in 1974, 3rd in 1982). The all-time

World Cup points table for these nations is in our FIFA World Cup all-time standings analysis.

Minutes Played

Maldini 2,216 Minutes - The Players Who Stayed on the Pitch the Longest

most World Cup minutes played all time players 1930 to 2022 Maldini record Most World Cup Minutes
Played - Top Players (1930-2022) Maldini (ITA): 2,216 mins (23 apps, 96.3 per game). Matthaus (GER):
~2,150 mins. Klose (GER): ~2,000 mins. Zmuda (POL): ~1,890 mins. Seeler (GER): ~1,800 mins. Source:

TheSoccerWorldCups.com, Olympics.com. +-5%. 2,216Maldini mins 96.3Mins per game

Maldini's 96.3 minutes per appearance average is extraordinary. In the modern era of squad rotation and
tactical substitutions, a player averaging over 90 minutes per World Cup game across 23 matches over 12
years is essentially unthinkable. By comparison, Messi averages approximately 82 minutes per appearance

(2,133 minutes across 26 apps) - remarkable but reflecting the modern reality of planned substitutions. The
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world population context for the global audience watching these players is in our world population analysis.

Maldini's minutes record is especially striking because it includes extra time periods - Italy played extra
time in both the 1990 semi-final (vs Argentina) and the 1994 final (vs Brazil). Adding extra time pushes his
per-game average above the standard 90 minutes. The global economy context for how these players

generate commercial value through World Cup exposure is in our global economy analysis.

Ronaldo and the Modern Record Holders

Cristiano Ronaldo 22 Apps, Mascherano 20 - The Modern Era Appearance

Builders

Cristiano Ronaldo made 22 World Cup appearances across five tournaments (2006-2022) - becoming the
first male player to score in five different World Cup editions. His career spans 16 years of World Cup
football, matching Matthaus in longevity. Portugal's consistent qualification but tendency to exit at the
quarter-final stage (2006, 2022) rather than reaching the final limited Ronaldo's appearance count below

Messi and Matthaus despite identical 5-tournament participation.

Javier Mascherano's 20 appearances across five tournaments (2006-2022) for Argentina are exceptional
for a defensive midfielder. He was a starter in all five editions and played virtually every match Argentina
participated in. His consistency as Argentina's anchorman across Messi's entire World Cup journey - from
group stages to the 2014 final, through 2018's second-round exit, to 2022 champions - makes his
appearance count a unique testament to sustained national team importance. The all-time standings
context for Argentina across these tournaments is in our FIFA World Cup all-time table analysis. Hugo
Lloris's 20 appearances across four tournaments (2010-2022) for France are built on France's tournament
depth: they exited in the group stage in 2010 (5th match as substitute), reached the quarter-final in 2014,
won the title in 2018 (7 matches), and reached the final again in 2022 (7 matches). His two deep runs (2018,
2022) account for 14 of his 20 World Cup appearances. The prize money France earned through these

deep runs is in our FIFA World Cup 2022 prize money distribution analysis.

Poland's Forgotten Giants
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Wladyslaw Zmuda 21, Grzegorz Lato 20 - Poland’s Golden Era Appearance
Records

Poland World Cup appearances Zmuda Lato 1974 1978 1982 1986 golden generation most appearances
Poland's Golden Era - Zmuda and Lato World Cup Appearances by Tournament Zmuda: 21 apps across 4
WCs (1974,1978,1982,1986). Lato: 20 apps across 4 WCs (1974,1978,1982,1986). Both played in Poland's
3rd-place finish in 1974 and 1982. Lato won the 1974 Golden Boot with 7 goals. Source:

TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022. 21+20Poland combined

Wiladyslaw Zmuda and Grzegorz Lato are among the most underappreciated players in World Cup
appearance history. Both played four consecutive World Cups (1974, 1978, 1982, 1986) for Poland during
their golden generation. Zmuda's 21 appearances include Poland's two 3rd-place finishes (1974 and 1982).
Lato won the Golden Boot at 1974 with 7 goals - the most by any player in a single tournament since
Fontaine's 13 in 1958. Their appearances were built on Poland's consistent deep runs during their peak era

when they were a genuine world football power.

Poland's golden era (1974-1986) produced more World Cup appearances per player than almost any other
nation of that period. The squad stability - keeping the same core players across four tournaments - is
remarkable and reflects a footballing system that prioritized experienced international players. This
approach contrasts with modern squad management where rotation and squad renewal is more common.

The FIFA ranking of Poland and other nations in the current era is in our FIFA world ranking analysis.

What It Takes to Break the Record

After Messi's 26 - Who Could Challenge the All-Time Appearance Record?

players who could challenge Messi World Cup appearance record 26 apps 2026 2030 projections Potential
Challengers to Messi's 26-App Record - 2026 and Beyond C.Ronaldo: 22 apps (needs 5 more, age 41 at
2026). Mascherano: retired. Lloris: 20 apps, retired from internationals. Kylian Mbappe: 14 apps (2018,
2022), age 27 at 2026. Could reach 20-24+ if France remain dominant. Source: analysis based on

Olympics.com data. 26Record to beat

Breaking Messi's 26-appearance record is theoretically possible but requires an extraordinary combination
of individual longevity and national team success. Kylian Mbappe (14 appearances across 2018 and 2022,
age 25 after Qatar) is the most realistic long-term challenger. If France consistently reaches the knockout

stages at 2026, 2030, and 2034, Mbappe could accumulate 20-28 appearances across 5 tournaments. He
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needs 13 more appearances to break the record - roughly 2 deep tournament runs.

The appearance record is fundamentally a team achievement as much as an individual one. Messi's 26
apps reflect Argentina reaching finals in 2014 and 2022, and deep runs at every other edition. Matthaus's
25 came from Germany reaching finals in 1982, 1986, and 1990. A talented player on a team that exits at the
group stage in 2-3 consecutive tournaments loses 6-9 potential appearances compared to a peer whose
team goes deep. The global economy context for how commercial sponsorship of appearance-record

holders generates revenue is in our global economy analysis.

The 2026 World Cup's expanded 48-team format (104 matches vs 64 in 2022) means each surviving team
plays one extra match if they progress the same distance. A player reaching the 2026 final earns 8
appearances (vs 7 in Qatar) due to the new Round of 32. For active players like Mbappe, this extra match
per deep tournament run could prove decisive in any long-term appearance chase. The 2026 tournament

overview is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Goalkeepers have historically been the most reliable appearance accumulators because they play every
minute and typically have longer international careers. Carbajal (Mexico, 1950-1966) was the first 5-
tournament player. Iker Casillas (Spain) appeared in 4 World Cups with 13 appearances. Hugo Lloris
(France) has 20 appearances from 4 tournaments. The format change in 2026 - giving more nations a path
to the knockout stages - means more players from traditionally early-exit nations will have greater
opportunities to build their appearance counts over time. The confederation context for 2026 is in our

World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup Appearances Record - Key Statistics 1930-2022

FIFA World Cup all-time top scorers vs appearances correlation Klose Messi Ronaldo Pele 1930 to 2022
Appearances vs Goals - Do More Games Mean More Goals? Klose: 24 apps, 16 goals (0.67/game). Messi:
26 apps, 13 goals (0.50/game). G.Muller: 13 apps, 14 goals (1.08/game). Ronaldo: 19 apps, 15 goals
(0.79/game). More appearances do not always mean more goals - efficiency matters. Source:

TheSoccerWorldCups.com December 2022. 16Klose goals 24in apps

26 appsMessi - All-Time Record, Set at Qatar 2022 Final (His 26th App)Messi's 26th app came on
December 18, 2022 - the World Cup final vs France. He held the record from 24 (equalling Klose) during
the tournament through to 26 (the final). 5 tournaments: 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, 2022. Won 2022 title.
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Source: Olympics.com December 2022. 2,216 minMaldini - Most World Cup Minutes Ever, 96.3 Minutes Per
GamePaolo Maldini played 2,216 minutes across 23 World Cup appearances - averaging 96.3 mins per
game. He virtually never came off. Holds both the "most apps without winning" (23) and "most minutes"
records simultaneously. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com. 5 nationsGermany 5 players in top 15Germany
Has the Most Players in Top 15 - Matthaus, Klose, Seeler, Lahm, Plus Lato (Poland)Germany has 4 of their
own players in the top 15 (Matthaus 25, Klose 24, Seeler 21, Lahm 20) with 90 combined appearances. No
other nation has more than 3 players in the top 15. Source: Olympics.com, Statista December 2022. Only
5Players to Have Appeared at 5 World Cups - Messi, Matthaus, Ronaldo, Carbajal, MascheranoAs of
December 2022, only 5 male players have appeared in 5 different World Cup editions. This feat requires
extraordinary longevity, sustained national team selection, AND the team qualifying for 5+ consecutive

editions. Source: Olympics.com, FIFA official December 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Most Appearances

Lionel Messi (Argentina) with 26 appearances across five tournaments (2006-2022). He overtook Lothar
Matthaus's 25-match record when he played in the 2022 final against France. Source: Olympics.com, ESPN

December 2022.

25 appearances across 5 tournaments (1982, 1986, 1990, 1994, 1998). He held the record for 24 years
until Messi broke it at Qatar 2022. He won the 1990 World Cup as West Germany captain. Source:

Olympics.com, FIFA official.

23 appearances across 4 tournaments (1990, 1994, 1998, 2002) - the most by any player who never won
the World Cup. He also holds the record for most World Cup minutes played: 2,216. Source:

TheSoccerWorldCups.com, Olympics.com.

22 appearances across 5 tournaments (2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, 2022). He was the first male player to

score in five different World Cup editions. Source: ESPN, FIFA official December 2022.

Five World Cups (2006, 2010, 2014, 2018, 2022) across 26 total match appearances. He won the title in
2022 and reached the final in 2014. He is the all-time record holder for World Cup appearances. Source:

Olympics.com December 2022.

Paolo Maldini (Italy) with 2,216 minutes across 23 World Cup appearances (1990-2002). This averages
96.3 minutes per game - he virtually never came off the pitch. Source: TheSoccerWorldCups.com,

Olympics.com.
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Germany with 4 players (Matthaus 25, Klose 24, Seeler 21, Lahm 20) totalling 90 combined appearances.

Argentina has 3 (Messi 26, Maradona 21, Mascherano 20). Source: Olympics.com, Statista December 2022.

Five male players as of December 2022: Antonio Carbajal (Mexico, 1950-1966), Lothar Matthaus
(Germany, 1982-1998), Lionel Messi (Argentina, 2006-2022), Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal, 2006-2022), and

Javier Mascherano (Argentina, 2006-2022). Source: Olympics.com, FIFA official.

21 appearances across 4 tournaments (1982, 1986, 1990, 1994). He won the 1986 title in Mexico with the
"Hand of God" and the "Goal of the Century" against England. Messi overtook his Argentina appearance

record at Qatar 2022. Source: Olympics.com.

Antonio Carbajal of Mexico (goalkeeper), who appeared in 5 World Cups from 1950 to 1966. Lothar
Matthaus became the second player to achieve this feat in 1998. Source: FIFA official records,

Olympics.com.
Sources

Olympics.com - FIFA World Cup Appearance Records (December 2022) - Primary source. Messi 26,
Matthaus 25, Klose 24, Maldini 23. Published December 18, 2022. +-0%.

ESPN - Messi Breaks Record for Most Men's World Cup Appearances - Source for Messi 26 apps record,

Matthaus historical record (25), Klose joint-2nd context. December 2022. +-0%.

Statista / Transfermarkt - Players With Most Appearances at the FIFA World Cup Since 1930 - Cross-

reference for full top-15 appearances list. December 2022. +-0%.

KhelNow - Top Players With Most World Cup Appearances - Source for Maldini 23 apps + 2,216 minutes

record, Matthaus 150 caps context, Klose career details.

Appearances = matches played in official FIFA World Cup final tournament matches only. Excludes
qualifying matches, friendlies. Substitute appearances count; unused substitutes do not. Data as of Qatar
2022 final December 18, 2022. Antonio Carbajal (Mexico, 5 tournaments, 11 matches) holds the 5-

tournament record but fewer appearances. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Most FIFA Club World Cup titles 2000-2026, by
club

Updated Jun 16, 2026 - businesstats.com/won-titles-at-the-club-world-cup-since-2000

5 3 12

REAL MADRID TITLES (RECORD) BARCELONA TITLES DIFFERENT WINNING CLUBS

pA | 8 16

EDITIONS, 2000-2025 SPANISH TITLES (MOST) EUROPEAN WINS OF 21

Overview

Clubs with the most FIFA Club World Cup titles as of 2026

The FIFA Club World Cup has crowned a world champion club almost every year since 2000, and across its
21 editions one name stands far above the rest. Real Madrid has won the trophy five times, more than any
other club, claiming it in 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2022 during a period of near-total European
dominance. Barcelona is the only other club with more than two, having won three times between 2009 and
2015. The competition that feeds most of these winners, the European club game's pinnacle, sits within the
wider football economy charted in our FIFA statistics and facts overview, where the same handful of clubs
recurs across every revenue and trophy ranking. The trophy has become a barometer of which clubs sit at
the absolute summit of the global game. Winning it now signals membership of football's true elite. The
trophy's meaning has grown even as its winners have stayed familiar. That tension between rising stakes

and unchanging champions defines the tournament today.

Behind the two Spanish giants, a tight group has each won twice: Bayern Munich in 2013 and 2020,
Chelsea in 2021 and 2025, and Corinthians of Brazil in 2000 and 2012. Chelsea's second title carried
special weight, coming in the first expanded 32-team edition staged in the United States, a format overhaul
designed to lift the tournament toward the prestige of the national-team World Cup examined in our 2026
FIFA World Cup analysis. Seven further clubs, from Manchester United to Liverpool, have each won the
trophy once, completing a roll of twelve champions drawn from only five countries. Geographic breadth

has never been this competition's strong suit. Twelve clubs, five nations, two confederations: the numbers
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tell the whole story. No other major club competition has produced so narrow a roll of honour. The Club
World Cup remains, for now, the most exclusive of football's global prizes. Real Madrid, fittingly, sits firmly

at the very top of that short list.

most FIFA Club World Cup titles by club Real Madrid Barcelona barMost Club World Cup Titles, by

Clubmost FIFA Club World Cup titles by club Real Madrid Barcelona bar 5SReal Madrid
Note: official FIFA Club World Cup titles, 2000-2025; includes the 2025 expanded edition.

The ranking reads as a near-mirror of European club football's modern hierarchy. Of the 21 titles awarded,
European clubs have taken 16 and South American clubs the other five, and no club from Asia, Africa, North
America or Oceania has ever won, the best of them reaching only the final. That concentration reflects the
financial and competitive gap between confederations, the same gap that shapes the men's national
tournament's outcomes traced in our win probability of FIFA World Cup teams analysis. The Club World
Cup, in its old format, was effectively a showcase for the reigning UEFA Champions League winner against

the best of the rest. For most of its history, the result was almost foretold by who held the European crown.

The competition's tangled history helps explain its concentrated honours list. Launched in 2000 as the FIFA
Club World Championship, it was abandoned after a single edition amid financial trouble, revived in 2005,
and renamed the Club World Cup in 2006. For most of its life it was a compact, December affair of six or
seven teams, in which the European and South American champions entered late and the rest of the
world's continental winners fought for the right to face them. That structure all but guaranteed a UEFA or
CONMEBOL victor, and the data bears it out: not once in 21 editions did a club from another confederation

break through, however well it played in the earlier rounds.

The 2025 expansion may reshape that pattern over time. By widening the field to 32 clubs and spreading it
across a month, FIFA gave more confederations a genuine route deep into the tournament and attached a
far larger prize fund, the kind of commercial restructuring visible across FIFA's accounts in our revenue of
the football association FIFA analysis. Whether that changes the winners' list remains to be seen; the first
expanded edition still went to a European club, Chelsea. This report works through the full title table, the
breakdowns by nation, confederation and manager, Real Madrid's record run, and the editions each leading
club has contested. The expansion is the boldest attempt yet to rewrite that script. Whether it succeeds is
the defining question of the new era. The answer will take more than one edition to emerge. Patience, in

this competition, has always favoured the established and well-resourced powers.

Full Title Table
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Every Club World Cup Winner, by Titles

FIFA Club World Cup Titles by Club, 2000-2025Click any column to sort

CLUB COUNTRY TITLES YEARS WON
Real Madrid Spain 5 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2022
Barcelona Spain 3 2009, 2011, 2015
Bayern Munich Germany 2 2013, 2020
Chelsea England 2 2021, 2025
Corinthians Brazil 2 2000, 2012

AC Milan Italy 1 2007

Inter Milan Italy 1 2010
Manchester United England 1 2008
Manchester City England 1 2023

Liverpool England 1 2019
Internacional Brazil 1 2006

Sao Paulo Brazil 1 2005

The table captures the whole 21-edition history on a single page. Real Madrid's five titles sit clear at the top,
all won within a remarkable nine-year window that coincided with the club's run of Champions League
triumphs. Barcelona's three came a little earlier, bridging the Messi-Guardiola era and beyond. The cluster
of two-time winners spans three confederation-leading leagues, while the seven single-title clubs include
some of the biggest names in the game, a reminder that even football's elite found the trophy hard to win in
its one-off, high-pressure old format. Sorting by country would collapse the twelve clubs into just five

nations, the starkest illustration of how concentrated success in this competition has been.

By Nation

Titles by Nation

Grouped by country, the trophies cluster even more tightly than by club. Spain leads with eight titles, Real

Madrid's five plus Barcelona's three, a haul no other nation approaches. Brazil and England follow with four
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each: Brazil through Corinthians' two plus single wins for Internacional and Sao Paulo, and England through
Chelsea's two plus Manchester United and Manchester City. Italy and Germany complete the list with two
apiece. No club from outside these five footballing powers has ever lifted the cup, a concentration that
echoes the national-team picture in our number of World Cup titles won by country since 1930 analysis,
where a similarly small group of nations has monopolised the men's game's biggest prize. Football's

wealth, it turns out, concentrates titles at both club and country level.

FIFA Club World Cup titles by nation Spain Brazil England barClub World Cup Titles, by NationFIFA Club

World Cup titles by nation Spain Brazil England bar 8Spain

By Confederation

A European and South American Monopoly

Viewed by confederation, the picture is even starker: only two of FIFA's six regions have ever produced a
champion. UEFA, European football's governing body, accounts for 16 of the 21 titles, and CONMEBOL,
South America's, the remaining five, all of them from Brazilian clubs. Asia, Africa, North America and
Oceania have produced finalists, most memorably TP Mazembe of DR Congo in 2010 and several Asian
runners-up, but never a winner. The confederations whose clubs make up the field are mapped in our FIFA
World Cup teams by confederation analysis. The 2025 expansion was designed in part to give the other
four confederations a more competitive platform, though it has yet to alter the winners' column. The

platform has widened even if the podium has not.

FIFA Club World Cup titles by confederation UEFA CONMEBOL donutTitles by ConfederationFIFA Club
World Cup titles by confederation UEFA CONMEBOL donut 16UEFA5CONMEBOL

Real Madrid's Five

Inside Real Madrid's Record Five Titles

Real Madrid's five titles arrived in a concentrated burst of European supremacy. The club won its first in
2014, then claimed three in a row across 2016, 2017 and 2018, the only club to retain the trophy in
consecutive years, before adding a fifth in 2022. Each followed a Champions League triumph, since the old
format reserved a place for the European champion, and Cristiano Ronaldo featured in three of them,
sharing the player record. The club's stature within the wider game is reflected across the rankings in our
all-time standings of national soccer teams at the World Cup analysis of the international game, where

Spanish football's modern golden era casts a long shadow. No club has come closer than three titles to
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Real Madrid's haul. The five-title mark looks secure for the foreseeable future.

Real Madrid's run rewards a closer look at how it was built. The 2014 title launched the most successful
decade in the club's modern European history, and the three consecutive wins from 2016 to 2018 coincided
exactly with its unprecedented Champions League hat-trick under Zinedine Zidane. The 2022 title, secured
against Al-Hilal, came after the club's fourteenth European crown. In every case the Club World Cup
functioned as a coda to continental success, a pattern that made the trophy a near-automatic extension of
Champions League dominance for the era's strongest club. No rival assembled a comparable run of

European titles, which is precisely why none matched the five.

Real Madrid cumulative FIFA Club World Cup titles 2014 2022 lineReal Madrid's Titles, CumulativeReal
Madrid cumulative FIFA Club World Cup titles 2014 2022 line 5By 2022

Single vs Multiple

Single-Title and Multiple-Title Clubs

Splitting the twelve champions by how often they won reveals how rare repeat success has been. Five
clubs have won multiple titles, Real Madrid, Barcelona, Bayern Munich, Chelsea and Corinthians, while
seven have won exactly once. The seven single-title winners include Manchester United, Manchester City,
Liverpool, AC Milan, Inter Milan, Internacional and Sao Paulo, a list of clubs that dominate their domestic
leagues yet captured the world title only fleetingly. The difficulty of repeating reflects the old format's
brutal economy, where a single defeat ended a campaign, much as in the knockout rounds analysed in our
FIFA World Cup winners prize money coverage of the national game. Only Real Madrid turned the trophy

into a habit. Everyone else has treated it as a rare and fleeting prize.

Lionel Messi occupies a singular place in the competition's individual records. He won the trophy three
times with Barcelona, in 2009, 2011 and 2015, more than any other player, and captained Inter Miami into
the expanded 2025 edition, where the MLS side's involvement underlined the tournament's new global
reach even though it did not advance deep. Cristiano Ronaldo's four final appearances, with one title at
Manchester United and three at Real Madrid, give him the most winners' medals alongside several Madrid
teammates. The two superstars who defined an era of European football thus bracket the Club World Cup's

honours just as they do almost every other record in the modern game.

For the single-title clubs, their lone triumphs often marked the peak of a golden generation. Manchester
United's 2008 win came during Cristiano Ronaldo's first spell at the club, AC Milan's 2007 title capped the

Kaka-led side that had just won the Champions League, and Liverpool's 2019 victory under Jurgen Klopp
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arrived amid the club's return to the European summit. For the Brazilian winners, Sao Paulo, Internacional
and Corinthians, the trophy carried extra weight as proof that South American football could still beat
Europe's best on a neutral stage, a claim that grew harder to sustain as the financial gap widened through

the 2010s.

FIFA Club World Cup single vs multiple title clubs donutSingle vs Multiple-Title ClubsFIFA Club World Cup

single vs multiple title clubs donut 7Single titleSMultiple

Top Managers

The Managers Behind the Titles

The managerial ranking adds a twist that the club table conceals. Pep Guardiola has won the Club World
Cup four times with three different clubs, two with Barcelona in 2009 and 2011, one with Bayern Munich in
2013 and one with Manchester City in 2023, more than any single club except Real Madrid. Carlo Ancelotti
and Zinedine Zidane follow with two each, both at Real Madrid, underlining how much of the club's record
rests on a small number of elite coaches. Guardiola's portability of success, carrying titles across leagues
and continents, distinguishes him in a competition otherwise defined by institutional dynasties. The
structures these managers operate within are profiled in our players with the most FIFA World Cup matches
analysis of footballing longevity at the top level. The manager, not the club, is sometimes the truest

constant behind a dynasty.

most FIFA Club World Cup titles by manager Guardiola barMost Titles, by Managermost FIFA Club World

Cup titles by manager Guardiola bar 4Guardiola

Titles by Decade

How the Balance Shifted by Decade

Tracking titles by decade shows European dominance hardening over time. In the 2000s, the six editions
split evenly, with South American clubs taking three and European clubs three, a genuinely open era. The
2010s tilted decisively toward Europe, which won eight of the ten editions, with Real Madrid and Barcelona
accounting for most of them and only Corinthians breaking through for South America. The 2020s have so
far produced five European winners from five editions. The widening financial gulf that drove this shift is
the same force shaping the commercial flows in our FIFA World Cup rights, hotel and catering analysis. The
trend is the central question hanging over the expanded format: can a wider field reverse two decades of

European concentration? The 2025 result suggested old habits die hard.

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 304 of 368



m BusinessStats Most Club World Cup Titles: Real Madrid's 5 Lead 2000-2026

The 2025 expansion changed the competition's character as much as its size. Stretched to 32 teams and a
month-long calendar in the United States, the tournament finally gave clubs from Asia, Africa and the
Americas multiple matches against elite opposition rather than a single knockout tie. Group-stage upsets
duly followed, and several non-European clubs advanced to the knockout rounds, yet the final still pitted
two European giants against each other. The structural lesson echoed the national-team game: a wider
field produces more competitive matches and memorable moments without necessarily changing who lifts
the trophy, at least in the format's first attempt. FIFA is betting that repeated exposure, and the prize money

attached, will shift that balance over future cycles.

The prize money attached to the new format reframed what winning is worth. The old seven-team
tournament offered modest sums by elite club standards, but the 2025 edition carried a total fund of
around $1 billion, with the winners able to bank a nine-figure payout, transforming the competition from a
prestige exercise into a genuine commercial prize. That financial leap is the clearest signal of FIFA's
ambition for the event, and it changes the incentives for clubs that once treated the trophy as an
afterthought to domestic and continental priorities. As the rewards rise, the intensity of competition is likely

to follow, which may, in time, do more to broaden the winners' list than any change to the format alone.

The competition's place in the football calendar has always been contested, and that tension shapes its
honours list too. European clubs, juggling packed domestic and Champions League schedules, sometimes
approached the old December tournament as an obligation rather than a target, fielding strong sides but
treating defeat as survivable. South American clubs, by contrast, regarded it as a season-defining chance
to prove themselves against Europe's best, and brought a corresponding intensity. That asymmetry of
motivation, as much as raw quality, coloured several finals, and it is among the things FIFA hopes the
prestige and prize money of the expanded format will change, turning the trophy into a universally

prioritised target rather than a competition valued differently across confederations.

FIFA Club World Cup titles by decade Europe South America grouped barTitles by Decade: Europe vs
South AmericaFIFA Club World Cup titles by decade Europe South America grouped bar 8Europe, 2010s

Runners-up

The Other Side of the Final

The losing finalists tell their own story of the tournament's hierarchy. South American clubs have lost more
finals than they have won, with Palmeiras, Boca Juniors, Vasco da Gama and others falling at the last step,

while the 2025 expanded final saw Paris Saint-Germain beaten by Chelsea, the first time a French club had
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reached the showpiece. Several of the most poignant runners-up came from outside the dominant
confederations, including Al-Hilal of Saudi Arabia in 2022, who pushed Real Madrid to a 5-3 final. The scale
of rewards now on offer to clubs reaching these finals is reflected in the prize structures detailed in our
Women's World Cup prize money breakdown analysis of the parallel women's game. The runners-up list is
more geographically diverse than the winners', a hint of the broader competition the expanded format

hopes to foster. Reaching a final, if not winning one, is no longer a European monopoly.

The runners-up roll, finally, hints at where future champions might emerge. Saudi Arabia's Al-Hilal pushed
Real Madrid to a 5-3 final in 2022 and beat Manchester City in the 2025 group stage, the kind of result that
was almost unthinkable a decade earlier. African champions have reached finals, and the growing
investment in clubs across Asia and North America, accelerated by the expanded tournament's exposure
and rewards, makes a first non-European, non-South American winner more plausible than at any point in
the competition's history. None has yet broken through, but the gap between the elite and the chasing
pack, while still vast, is no longer the chasm it once was, and the expanded format gives challengers more

chances than ever to close it.

FIFA Club World Cup notable runners-up by club barSelected Beaten FinalistsFIFA Club World Cup notable

runners-up by club bar 6Distinct nations

Editions Played

The Tournament's Growth in Editions

The cumulative count of editions frames how young this competition still is. From a single edition in 2000,
the tournament reached five by 2010, nine by 2014, fourteen by 2018, seventeen by 2022 and twenty-one
by 2025, having skipped 2001 to 2004 and 2024. That means Real Madrid won its five titles across barely a
decade of a competition only 26 years old, a strike rate unmatched in any global club event. The schedule
and scale of FIFA's expanding event calendar are detailed in our matches at FIFA World Cups by city and
country analysis. With the next edition not due until 2029, the current title table will stand unchanged for
years, the longest gap in the tournament's history. Real Madrid will hold its record outright until at least

2029. That four-year wait is itself a product of the quadrennial redesign.

cumulative FIFA Club World Cup editions 2000 2025 lineCumulative Editions Stagedcumulative FIFA Club
World Cup editions 2000 2025 line 21By 2025

Set out as a simple two-bar comparison, the confederation split underlines just how lopsided the

competition's history remains. UEFA's 16 titles dwarf CONMEBOL's five, and the other four confederations
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register nothing at all, a distribution unmatched in any comparable global event. The gap has financial roots
as much as sporting ones, since Europe's clubs command the revenues, squads and depth that the wider
game's economics make so difficult for others to match. The expanded format is FIFA's wager that
exposure and prize money can, over time, begin to close a gap that two and a half decades of the old
tournament only widened. Whether money can buy competitive balance is the experiment now under way.
Its first results will not arrive until the 2029 edition in a yet-to-be-confirmed host nation. Until then, the
records set across the first 21 editions remain the definitive account of the competition. They form the

baseline every future winner will be measured against.

FIFA Club World Cup titles UEFA CONMEBOL two bar comparisonTitles Won, UEFA vs CONMEBOLFIFA
Club World Cup titles UEFA CONMEBOL two bar comparison 16UEFASCONMEBOL

5Real Madrid TitlesRecord, 2014-2022. Source: FIFA 2026. 12Winning ClubsFrom five nations. Source: FIFA

2026. 4Guardiola's TitlesThree clubs. Source: FIFA 2026. 21Editions2000-2025. Source: FIFA 2026.

Taken together, the title table tells the story of a competition defined by concentration. Real Madrid's five
trophies, won in a single dominant decade, stand clear of Barcelona's three and the cluster of two-time
winners, while the full list of twelve champions reaches no further than five nations and two
confederations. European clubs have claimed 16 of 21 editions, the managerial record belongs to Pep
Guardiola's four across three clubs, and no team from beyond the traditional powers has ever lifted the
cup. The open questions for the years ahead all turn on the 2025 expansion: whether the wider 32-team
field and its larger prizes can loosen Europe's grip, whether any club can ever approach Real Madrid's five,
and whether the quadrennial format, with its next edition in 2029, will lend the trophy the prestige FIFA has

long wanted it to carry.

FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions: Most Club World Cup Titles

Real Madrid has won the most FIFA Club World Cup titles, with five, claimed in 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018
and 2022. No other club has won more than three. Real Madrid's dominance mirrors its record in the UEFA

Champions League over the same period. Source: FIFA 2026.

Barcelona has won three FIFA Club World Cup titles, in 2009, 2011 and 2015, the second-most in the
competition's history. All three came with Lionel Messi in the squad, making him the only player to win the

trophy three times. Source: FIFA 2026.
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Chelsea won the first expanded 32-team FIFA Club World Cup in 2025, defeating Paris Saint-Germain 3-
0 in the final in the United States. It was Chelsea's second title, after 2021, and the first edition of the new

month-long, quadrennial format. Source: FIFA 2026.

Three clubs have won the FIFA Club World Cup twice: Bayern Munich (2013 and 2020), Chelsea (2021
and 2025) and Corinthians of Brazil (2000 and 2012). Each sits behind Real Madrid's five and Barcelona's

three on the all-time list. Source: FIFA 2026.

Twelve different clubs have won the FIFA Club World Cup across its 21 editions from 2000 to 2025. Five
have won multiple titles, while seven, including Manchester United, Manchester City and Liverpool, have

won once each. Source: FIFA 2026.

Spain has produced the most titles, with eight, through Real Madrid's five and Barcelona's three. Brazil
and England follow with four each, then Italy and Germany with two apiece. Only clubs from those five

nations have ever won the tournament. Source: FIFA 2026.

No. Every FIFA Club World Cup has been won by a European or South American club. European clubs have
won 16 of the 21 editions and South American clubs the other five, with the best finish for any other

confederation being a runner-up place. Source: FIFA 2026.

Pep Guardiola has won the most as a manager, with four: two with Barcelona (2009, 2011), one with
Bayern Munich (2013) and one with Manchester City (2023). Carlo Ancelotti and Zinedine Zidane follow

with two each, both achieved at Real Madrid. Source: FIFA 2026.

FIFA expanded the tournament from a seven-team annual event into a 32-team quadrennial competition
to raise its prestige and commercial value, modelling it on the men's World Cup. The 2024 edition was
skipped to prepare, with the FIFA Intercontinental Cup held instead, won by Real Madrid. Source: FIFA
2026.

Yes. The title counts are official FIFA records covering all 21 editions from 2000 to 2025, confirmed across
FIFA, ESPN and reputable football references. Real Madrid's five titles lead; the 2025 expanded edition won
by Chelsea is included. The next edition is scheduled for 2029. Source: FIFA 2026.

Sources

ESPN - Who Has Won the FIFA Club World Cup? Champions by Year - The complete winners list and most-

titles record used throughout this report.
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FIFA official records (2000-2025) - Source for the title counts, the years won and the 2025 expanded-

edition result.

Reputable football references (Wikipedia, Topend Sports, NBC Sports) - Used to confirm the by-nation and

by-confederation tallies, the managerial records and the runners-up history.

Counts cover the FIFA Club World Cup only, across all 21 editions from 2000 to 2025, and exclude the
earlier Intercontinental Cup and the 2024 FIFA Intercontinental Cup. The next edition is scheduled for 2029.

Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Countries with the most men's World Cup titles
1930-2022

Updated May 28, 2026 - businesstats.com/number-of-world-cup-titles-won-by-country-since-1930

5 4 3

BRAZIL - MOST TITLES, 1958 TO 2002, GERMANY AND ITALY - JOINT 2ND, 4 ARGENTINA - 3 TITLES AFTER QATAR
ONLY 5-TIME CHAMPION TITLES EACH 2022 WIN

8 22 0

NATIONS THAT HAVE WON THE WORLD TOTAL WORLD CUP EDITIONS 1930- AFRICAN, ASIAN, OR NORTH AMERICAN
CUP IN 92 YEARS 2022 NATIONS TO WIN

Overview

Countries with the most FIFA World Cup titles from 1930 to 2022

The FIFA World Cup has been contested 22 times between 1930 and 2022. In those 22 editions, only 8
different nations have won the title. Brazil lead with 5 championships, followed by Germany and ltaly with
4 each, and Argentina with 3. The remaining three titles are split between France and Uruguay (2 each) and

England and Spain (1 each).

The most striking fact about the World Cup titles list is its exclusivity. Despite 80+ nations having competed
at least once since 1930, fewer than 10% of them have ever won. All 8 champions are from either South
America (CONMEBOL) or Europe (UEFA). No nation from Africa, Asia, North America, Oceania, or Central

America has ever won the World Cup in 92 years of competition.

The 2022 Qatar World Cup altered the title count when Argentina beat France 3-3 (4-2 on penalties) in the
final at Lusail Stadium. This was Argentina's third title and Lionel Messi's first. It moved Argentina ahead of
France (2 titles) to joint 3rd with one title fewer than Germany and Italy (4 each). The historical context for

these champion nations in the all-time table is in our FIFA World Cup all-time table 1930-2022 analysis.

countries with most FIFA World Cup titles all time 1930 to 2022 all 8 champion nations World Cup Titles by
Country - All 8 Champions at a Glance (1930-2022) Brazil: 5. Germany: 4. Italy: 4. Argentina: 3. France: 2.
Uruguay: 2. England: 1. Spain: 1. Total: 22. Gold=CONMEBOL. Blue=UEFA. Source: FIFA official, Statista
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December 2022. 5Brazil - record

Brazil 51958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002 - The Only Five-Time World Cup ChampionBrazil won 5 titles across
44 years (1958-2002). Their last title was 2002 in Japan/Korea. They are the only team to win the World
Cup five times and the only team to qualify for every edition. Source: FIFA official records. Germany 41954,
1974,1990, 2014 - Includes 3 West Germany TitlesGermany (including West Germany) won 4 titles. 1954
"Miracle of Bern" vs Hungary. 1974 home triumph. 1990 reunification-era final vs Argentina. 2014 iconic 1-0
vs Argentina in the Maracana. Source: FIFA official records. Italy 41934, 1938, 1982, 2006 - Four Titles
Despite Missing 2018 and 2022ltaly won 4 titles across 72 years (1934-2006). Their back-to-back 1934
and 1938 titles remain the only consecutive championships. Despite missing 2018 and 2022, their 4-title
record stands. Source: FIFA official records. Argentina 31978, 1986, 2022 - Qatar 2022 Win Completed
Messi's CareerArgentina won 3 titles with different heroes: Kempes (1978), Maradona (1986), and Messi
(2022). The 2022 final vs France (3-3, 4-2 pens) is widely regarded as the greatest World Cup final ever

played. Source: FIFA official records. Titles Chart

Brazil 5 to England and Spain 1 - World Cup Titles by Nation Visualised

FIFA World Cup titles won by country all time 1930 to 2022 all 8 champion nations FIFA World Cup Titles by
Country - All 8 Champions (1930-2022) Brazil: 5. Germany: 4. ltaly: 4. Argentina: 3. France: 2. Uruguay: 2.
England: 1. Spain: 1. Total: 22 titles. Only CONMEBOL and UEFA nations have won. Source: FIFA official

records. 5Brazil - most ever
CONMEBOL (South America) UEFA (Europe)

CONMEBOL nations have won 10 of the 22 World Cups (Brazil 5 + Argentina 3 + Uruguay 2). UEFA nations
have won the other 12 (Germany 4 + Italy 4 + France 2 + England 1 + Spain 1). The tournament has never

been won by a host nation from outside South America and Europe.

All Champions 1930-2022

Every FIFA World Cup Winner from Uruguay 1930 to Argentina 2022
All FIFA World Cup Champions 1930-2022 - Complete Official Results

YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP SCORE VENUE

1930 Uruguay Argentina 4-2 Estadio Centenario, Montevideo
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1934 Italy Czechoslovakia 2-1AET PNF Stadium, Rome

1938 Italy Hungary 4-2 Stade de Colombes, Paris
1950 Uruguay Brazil 2-1* Maracana, Rio de Janeiro
1954 Germany Hungary 3-2 Wankdorf Stadium, Bern
1958 Brazil Sweden 5-2 Rasunda Stadium, Stockholm
1962 Brazil Czechoslovakia 3-1 Estadio Nacional, Santiago
1966 England Germany 4-2 AET Wembley Stadium, London
1970 Brazil Italy 4-1 Estadio Azteca, Mexico City
1974 Germany Netherlands 2-1 Olympiastadion, Munich
1978 Argentina Netherlands 3-1AET Monumental, Buenos Aires
1982 Italy Germany 3-1 Bernabeu, Madrid

1986 Argentina Germany 3-2 Estadio Azteca, Mexico City
1990 Germany Argentina 1-0 Olimpico, Rome

1994 Brazil Italy 0-0 (3-2 pens) Rose Bowl, Los Angeles
1998 France Brazil 3-0 Stade de France, Paris
2002 Brazil Germany 2-0 Int. Stadium Yokohama
2006 Italy France 1-1 (5-3 pens) Olympiastadion, Berlin

2010 Spain Netherlands 1-0 AET FNB Stadium, Johannesburg
2014 Germany Argentina 1-0 AET Maracana, Rio de Janeiro
2018 France Croatia 4-2 Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow
2022 Argentina France 3-3 (4-2 pens) Lusail Stadium, Qatar

*1950 used final group stage format - Uruguay beat Brazil 2-1in the decisive final match. AET=After Extra
Time. Pens=Penalty Shootout. 1942 and 1946 not held (WWII). West Germany results counted under

Germany total. Source: FIFA official records, TheSoccerWorldCups.com.

Argentina and Germany have met in the most World Cup finals: they faced each other 3 times (1986, 1990,

2014). Germany won 1990, Argentina won 1986, Germany won 2014. France appeared in 3 finals (1998,
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2006, 2022) - winning 2, losing 1. The Netherlands appeared in 3 finals (1974, 1978, 2010) without winning

any - the most finals without a title.

Brazil - 5 Titles

Brazil's 5 World Cup Titles - 1958 to 2002 and the 24-Year Trophy Drought

Brazil FIFA World Cup titles by year 1958 1962 1970 1994 2002 host country and score Brazil's 5 World Cup
Titles - Year, Host, and Final Score 1958 Sweden (5-2 vs Sweden). 1962 Chile (3-1 vs Czechoslovakia).
1970 Mexico (4-1vs ltaly). 1994 USA (0-0, 3-2 pens vs ltaly). 2002 Japan/Korea (2-0 vs Germany). Last

title: 2002. Current drought: 22+ years. Source: FIFA official. 5Total titles 2002Last title

Brazil's 5 titles span 44 years (1958-2002). Their greatest era was 1958-1970 when they won 3 of 4
tournaments, including the legendary 1970 squad (Pele, Jairzinho, Rivelino) widely considered the greatest
World Cup team ever assembled. The 1994 title was defensively disciplined; the 2002 title featured
Ronaldo's 8-goal Golden Boot campaign. Brazil have not won since 2002 - their 24-year (and counting)

drought is the longest among the top 3 title-holders.

Brazil are unique in appearing at all 22 World Cups. Their 5 titles from 22 appearances gives them a 22.7%
win rate at the tournament level - better than Germany (4 from 21 =19%) and ltaly (4 from 18 = 22.2%).
Despite not winning since 2002, Brazil have reached the quarter-finals or beyond in every subsequent
World Cup (2006 QF, 2010 QF, 2014 SF, 2018 QF, 2022 QF). The prize money earned through these deep

runs is in our World Cup 2022 prize money distribution analysis.

Germany - 4 Titles

Germany's 4 World Cup Titles - The Miracle of Bern to the Maracana Victory

Germany (including West Germany) won 4 World Cups across 60 years: 1954, 1974, 1990, and 2014. Their
1954 "Miracle of Bern" is one of sport's greatest upsets - a West Germany side (allowed back into FIFA
only two years earlier after the WWII ban) beat heavily-favoured Hungary 3-2. The 2014 title at the
Maracana in Brazil, featuring the 7-1 semi-final demolition of the hosts, is arguably the most dominant

World Cup campaign of the modern era.

Germany World Cup titles and final appearances 1954 1966 1974 1982 1986 1990 2002 2014 wins and
losses Germany World Cup Finals Record - All 8 Appearances (Wins and Losses) Won: 1954 (vs Hungary
3-2), 1974 (vs Netherlands 2-1), 1990 (vs Argentina 1-0), 2014 (vs Argentina 1-0 AET). Lost: 1966 (vs
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England 4-2), 1982 (vs Italy 3-1), 1986 (vs Argentina 3-2), 2002 (vs Brazil 2-0). Source: FIFA official. 4W /

418 final appearances

Germany's 8 final appearances are the most of any nation - 4 wins and 4 losses in perfect symmetry. They
have appeared in the final in 6 different decades (1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2010s). No other
nation comes close to this consistency. Their loss in 2002 to Brazil (2-0) remains their most one-sided final
defeat. Their 2014 win over Argentina (1-0 AET) was their first title in the 24 years since reunification. The

all-time World Cup ranking of Germany vs other nations is in our FIFA World Cup all-time table analysis.

Italy - 4 Titles

Italy’s 4 World Cup Titles - Consecutive 1930s Championships to 2006
Triumph

Italy are the only nation to win consecutive World Cups (1934 and 1938). Their 1934 and 1938 back-to-back
titles, both under coach Vittorio Pozzo, represent the longest period of World Cup dominance by any
nation. Italy did not win another title for 44 years until 1982, and then again in 2006. Their failure to qualify

for 2018 and 2022 means their last title was 2006 - now 18 years ago.

Italy World Cup titles 1934 1938 1982 2006 finals appearances wins losses host nations Italy World Cup
Finals Record - 6 Appearances (4 Wins, 2 Losses) Won: 1934 (vs Czechoslovakia 2-1 AET), 1938 (vs
Hungary 4-2), 1982 (vs Germany 3-1), 2006 (vs France 5-3 pens). Lost: 1970 (vs Brazil 4-1), 1994 (vs Brazil
0-0, 2-3 pens). Source: FIFA official records. 4W / 2L6 finals

Italy's 2006 title came in controversial fashion - defeating France on penalties after a 1-1 draw, a final
remembered as much for Zinedine Zidane's infamous headbutt on Marco Materazzi as for the football. Italy
defender Fabio Cannavaro won the Ballon d'Or that year - the last defender to do so. Italy's failure to
qualify for 2018 and 2022 cost them all-time table positions and prize money. Had they reached the
quarter-finals in both tournaments, they could have accumulated approximately 24-30 additional points.

The FIFA world ranking of the Italian team is in our FIFA world ranking analysis.

Argentina - 3 Titles

Argentina’s 3 World Cup Titles - Kempes, Maradona, and Messi

Argentina's 3 World Cup titles each represent a different generation of Argentine football greatness. The

1978 title (Mario Kempes, home soil in Buenos Aires) came on a controversial tournament in military junta-
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era Argentina. The 1986 title (Diego Maradona, Mexico City) delivered arguably the most iconic individual
World Cup performance ever, including the "Hand of God" and the "Goal of the Century" against England.

The 2022 title (Lionel Messi, Qatar) completed the career of football's greatest player.

Argentina World Cup titles and final appearances 1930 1978 1986 1990 2014 2022 wins losses Argentina
World Cup Finals Record - All 6 Appearances Won: 1978 (3-1 AET vs Netherlands), 1986 (3-2 vs Germany),
2022 (4-2 pens vs France). Lost: 1930 (2-4 vs Uruguay), 1990 (0-1vs Germany), 2014 (0-1 AET vs
Germany). Source: FIFA official. 3W / 3L6 finals

Argentina's rivalry with Germany in World Cup finals is the most intense in tournament history. They met in
3 finals (1986, 1990, 2014) - Argentina won 1, Germany won 2. Their 2022 final against France was a
different kind of epic: a 3-3 draw after extra time decided by penalties, Mbappe scoring a hat-trick in a
losing effort, considered by many the greatest World Cup final ever. The prize money from their 2022

champion's prize is in our World Cup 2022 prize money distribution analysis.

France and Uruguay

France 2 Titles (1998, 2018), Uruguay 2 Titles (1930, 1950) - Two Different

Eras

France and Uruguay FIFA World Cup titles years won home host runner up comparison France and
Uruguay - World Cup Title Years and Finals Records France: Won 1998 (3-0 vs Brazil, Paris), 2018 (4-2 vs
Croatia, Moscow). Runner-up: 2006, 2022. Uruguay: Won 1930 (4-2 vs Argentina, Montevideo), 1950* (2-1

vs Brazil, Rio). No finals since 1950. Source: FIFA official. 2+2titles combined

France's 2 titles (1998, 2018) make them the most successful nation of the past 30 years. Both victories
were dominant - 3-0 vs Brazil in 1998 (Zidane 2 headers), and 4-2 vs Croatia in 2018. Their 4 final
appearances (1998, 2006, 2018, 2022) across 24 years reflect extraordinary sustained quality. France have
appeared in a World Cup final in 4 different decades, a feat only Germany (6 final appearances across 5

decades) can match.

Uruguay's 2 titles (1930, 1950) were both in the pre-television era, when South American football truly
dominated. Their legendary 1950 "Maracanazo" - beating Brazil 2-1in the final group match at a packed
Maracana stadium expecting a Brazilian victory - is considered the greatest upset in World Cup history.
Uruguay have not appeared in a World Cup final since 1950, a 70+ year drought that reflects both their
small population (3.5 million) and the growing competitiveness of global football. The global economy

context for smaller nations like Uruguay competing with wealthier football nations is in our global economy
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analysis.

England and Spain

England 1966 and Spain 2010 - The One-Time Champions

England1 Title - 1966 at Home, 4-2 vs West Germany at WembleyEngland's only World Cup title came on
home soil on July 30, 1966 at Wembley Stadium. Geoff Hurst scored a hat-trick (including the disputed "did
it cross the line?" third goal) in a 4-2 AET win over West Germany. 58+ years have passed without another
title. Source: FIFA official records. Spain1 Title - 2010 in South Africa, 1-0 vs Netherlands AETSpain's only
World Cup title came in South Africa on July 11, 2010. Andres Iniesta scored the winning goal in the 116th
minute vs Netherlands (1-0 AET). Spain had never won before and have not won since. Their 2010 squad -
built on the Barcelona tiki-taka system - is considered one of the greatest national teams ever assembled.
Source: FIFA official. England 1966 and Spain 2010 one title each World Cup final appearances and results
England and Spain - World Cup Final Record (1 Title Each) England: 1966 Wembley, 4-2 AET vs West
Germany (Hurst hat-trick). One final, one win. Spain: 2010 Johannesburg, 1-0 AET vs Netherlands (Iniesta

116th minute). One final, one win. Source: FIFA official. 100 %final win rate

England's failure to win since 1966 has become one of football's most enduring narratives. They have
reached a World Cup semi-final only once in that period (1990) and a second semi-final in 2018. England
are 6th in the all-time World Cup standings despite their single title. Spain, despite winning every major
trophy between 2008 and 2012 (Euro 2008, World Cup 2010, Euro 2012), have struggled at subsequent
World Cups. The 2026 World Cup represents both nations' best opportunities in years to add a second title.

The winner odds for all nations in 2026 are in our World Cup 2026 winner odds analysis.

Final Appearances

Germany 8 Finals, Brazil and Argentina 6 Each - Most World Cup Final

Appearances

FIFA World Cup total final appearances by nation all time wins and losses 1930 to 2022 World Cup Final
Appearances - Wins vs Losses by Nation (1930-2022) Germany: 8 finals (4W, 4L). Brazil: 7 finals (5W, 2L).
Argentina: 6 finals (3W, 3L). Italy: 6 finals (4W, 2L). Netherlands: 3 finals (OW, 3L). France: 4 finals (2W,

2L). Source: FIFA official records. 8Germany - most finals

Final wins Final losses World Cup Final Appearances by Nation - Complete Record 1930-2022
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NATION WIN RATE LAST FINAL
Germany 8 4 4 50% 2014
Brazil 7 5 2 71.4% 2002
Argentina 6 3 3 50% 2022
Italy 6 4 2 66.7% 2006
France 4 2 2 50% 2022
Netherlands 3 0 3 0% 2010
Uruguay 2 2 0 100% 1950
Czechoslovakia 2 0 2 0% 1962
Hungary 2 0 2 0% 1954
England 1 1 0 100% 1966
Spain 1 1 0 100% 2010
Croatia 1 0 1 0% 2018

Source: FIFA official records. Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary = 0 wins from multiple final
appearances. Uruguay and England win rate 100% as they won their only final each. West Germany

included in Germany total. 1950 final group match counted as final for Uruguay.

The Netherlands hold the unenviable record of most World Cup finals without winning (3 finals: 1974, 1978,
2010 - all defeats). They are joined by Czechoslovakia (2 finals, 0 wins) and Hungary (2 finals, O wins).
Brazil's 71.4% final win rate (5 wins from 7 appearances) is the best of any nation with 3+ finals. Uruguay
and England both have perfect 100% records - having won their only final appearance each. The all-time

standings context for these finalist nations is in our FIFA World Cup all-time table analysis.

By Confederation

CONMEBOL 10, UEFA 12 - World Cup Titles by Confederation

FIFA World Cup titles by confederation CONMEBOL UEFA all 22 editions 1930 to 2022 World Cup Titles by
Confederation - All 22 Editions (1930-2022) UEFA (Europe): 12 titles - Germany 4 + ltaly 4 + France 2 +

England 1 + Spain 1. CONMEBOL (S.America): 10 titles - Brazil 5 + Argentina 3 + Uruguay 2.
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CAF/AFC/CONCACAF/OFC: 0 titles. Source: FIFA official records. 12UEFA titles TOCONMEBOL titles

UEFA's 12 titles (55%) vs CONMEBOL's 10 titles (45%) over 22 editions is the closest split of any major
continental rivalry in World Cup history. However, CONMEBOL's advantage is that it achieves this with just
10 member nations vs UEFA's 55 - meaning South American nations win the World Cup at a far higher per-

nation rate.

No World Cup has ever been won by a nation from CAF (Africa), AFC (Asia), CONCACAF (North/Central
America), or OFC (Oceania) despite these confederations collectively having 40+ nations at most modern
World Cups. Morocco's 2022 semi-final was the closest any non-CONMEBOL/UEFA nation has come. The

2026 World Cup teams by confederation context is in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis

The 2026 World Cup will be hosted by USA, Mexico, and Canada - all CONCACAF nations. While no
CONCACAF nation has won the World Cup, hosting for the first time (or third time in the case of Mexico) on
their own soil gives them the best opportunity in their history. The tourism and economic impact of this

historic hosting arrangement is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 tourism impact analysis.

By Confederation

CONMEBOL 10, UEFA 12 - World Cup Titles Split Between Two

Confederations

FIFA World Cup titles by confederation CONMEBOL UEFA 1930 to 2022 all 22 editions World Cup Titles by
Confederation - CONMEBOL vs UEFA (1930-2022) UEFA: 12 titles (Germany 4 + ltaly 4 + France 2 +
England 1 + Spain 1). CONMEBOL: 10 titles (Brazil 5 + Argentina 3 + Uruguay 2). All other confederations: O
titles. Source: FIFA official records. 12:T0UEFA vs CONMEBOL

UEFA (Europe) - 12 titles CONMEBOL (S.America) - 10 titles

UEFA's 12 titles (55%) vs CONMEBOL's 10 (45%) is the closest competitive split of any continental rivalry in
World Cup history. CONMEBOL achieves its 10 titles with just 10 member nations vs UEFA's 55 - meaning

South American nations win at a far higher per-nation rate than European nations.

No World Cup has ever been won by a nation from CAF (Africa), AFC (Asia), CONCACAF (North/Central
America), or OFC (Oceania) despite 40+ nations from these confederations competing at most modern
World Cups. Morocco's 2022 semi-final was the closest any non-CONMEBOL/UEFA team has come. The

2026 confederation teams are in our World Cup 2026 teams by confederation analysis.
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The 2026 World Cup hosted by USA, Mexico, and Canada represents CONCACAF's best opportunity. While
none has won the World Cup, the USA co-host in 2026 have previously reached the quarter-finals in 2002
on home soil (in Korea/Japan technically away). Mexico has twice reached the quarter-finals (1970, 1986)

but never beyond. The hosting cost context is in our total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

Historically, the World Cup was dominated by the first 3 editions (1930-1938) being shared between South
America and Europe. Since 1966, no South American nation has won a World Cup held in Europe, and no
European nation has won a World Cup held in South America. This "continental advantage" pattern means:
if a South American nation hosts in 2030 (Morocco/Spain/Portugal + centenary matches in Argentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay), South American teams may have a historical advantage in the Americas-hosted
matches. The social media engagement context for how fans track these patterns is in our social media

statistics and facts analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup Titles by Country - Key Statistics 1930-2022

home advantage World Cup titles won on home soil vs away 1930 to 2022 Home vs Away World Cup Titles
- How Often Home Nations Win Won on home soil: Uruguay 1930, Italy 1934, England 1966, Germany 1974,
Argentina 1978, France 1998 = 6 titles. Won away from home: 16 titles. Home win rate: 27.3% (6 of 22

editions had home champion). Source: FIFA official records. 6Home wins 27.3%Home win rate

5 titlesBrazil - Most World Cup Wins Ever, Only Nation to Win Five TimesBrazil: 5 titles (1958, 1962, 1970,
1994, 2002). 7 final appearances (71.4% win rate). Last title: 2002. Only nation at all 22 World Cups. 22+
year drought since last title. Source: FIFA official records. 8 nationsOnly 8 Nations Have Won in 22 Editions
- European and South American OnlyBrazil (5), Germany (4), Italy (4), Argentina (3), France (2), Uruguay
(2), England (1), Spain (1). No African, Asian, North American, Oceanian, or Central American nation has
won in 92 years. Source: FIFA official records. Germany8 World Cup Final Appearances - More Than Any
Other NationGermany have appeared in 8 World Cup finals: 1954, 1966, 1974, 1982, 1986, 1990, 2002, 2014
(4 wins, 4 losses). No other nation has appeared more than 7 times (Brazil). Source: FIFA official records.
Netherlands3 Finals, O Titles - Most Runner-Up Finishes Without WinningThe Netherlands appeared in 3
World Cup finals (1974, 1978, 2010) without winning any - the most final appearances by a non-champion.

They are the only nation with 3+ finals and O titles. Source: FIFA official records. FAQ

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 319 of 368



L] - " "
m BusinessStats Countries With the Most Men’s World Cup Titles 1930-2022 - Brazil 5, Germany 4

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Titles by Country

Brazil with 5 titles (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002). They are the only nation to win five times and the only

nation at all 22 World Cups. Source: FIFA official records.

Only 8 nations across 22 editions (1930-2022): Brazil (5), Germany (4), Italy (4), Argentina (3), France (2),
Uruguay (2), England (1), Spain (1). No African, Asian, or North American nation has ever won. Source: FIFA

official records.

4 titles (1954, 1974, 1990, 2014), including 3 as West Germany. Germany share 2nd place with Italy. They

have appeared in 8 finals (most ever) with 4 wins and 4 losses. Source: FIFA official records.

Qatar 2022 on December 18, 2022. Argentina beat France 3-3 (4-2 on penalties) in the Lusail Stadium
final. Lionel Messi scored 7 goals across the tournament including one in the final. Source: FIFA official

records.

The Netherlands with 3 finals and 0 wins (1974, 1978, 2010). They are the only nation with 3+ finals and no
titles. Czechoslovakia and Hungary each appeared in 2 finals without winning. Source: FIFA official

records.

2006 in Germany - Italy beat France 1-1 (5-3 on penalties) in Berlin. Italy failed to qualify for 2018 and
2022, ending their streak of consecutive World Cup appearances and preventing them from adding to their

4-title count. Source: FIFA official records.

2 titles (1998 at home, 3-0 vs Brazil; 2018 in Russia, 4-2 vs Croatia). They have appeared in 4 finals (1998,
2006, 2018, 2022) winning 2 and losing 2. Source: FIFA official records.

Yes - 6 times. Uruguay 1930 (home), Italy 1934 (home), England 1966 (home), Germany 1974 (home),
Argentina 1978 (home), France 1998 (home). Host nations have won 6 of 22 World Cups - a 27% success

rate for home teams. Source: FIFA official records.

Spain, France, and Brazil lead the 2026 betting markets. A Spain win would give them 2 titles, France 3,
Brazil 6. Argentina (holders) are also among the favorites. See our World Cup 2026 winner odds analysis

for full probability data. Source: industry sportsbooks, December 2025.

Only once - Italy in 1934 and 1938. No other nation has won back-to-back World Cups. Brazil came closest
by winning in 1958 and 1962. Germany won in 1990 and 2014 but not consecutively. Argentina won 2022

and are defending champions at 2026. Source: FIFA official records.

Sources
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TheSoccerWorldCups.com - World Cup Champions List - Primary source for all 22 World Cup champions,

runners-up, scores, and venues 1930-2022. +-0%.

Statista - Countries With the Most World Cup Titles - Title counts by nation. Brazil 5, Germany 4, ltaly 4,

Argentina 3, France 2, Uruguay 2, England 1, Spain 1. Updated December 2022. +-0%.

Britannica - FIFA World Cup Results - Cross-reference source for all final results and scores 1930-2022. +-

0%.

West Germany results (1954, 1966, 1974, 1982, 1986, 1990) counted under Germany total. 1950 used final
group stage format - Uruguay vs Brazil decisive match counted as final. 1942 and 1946 not held (WWII).

Men's FIFA World Cup only - not Women's World Cup. All 22 editions 1930-2022. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Average player age of teams at the World Cup
2022

Updated May 31, 2026 - businesstats.com/average-player-age-national-teams-qatar-world-cup

28.9 24.7 4.2

IRAN - THE OLDEST SQUAD AT WORLD GHANA - THE YOUNGEST SQUAD AT YEAR SPREAD BETWEEN THE OLDEST
CUP 2022 (YEARS) WORLD CUP 2022 (YEARS) AND YOUNGEST SQUADS

27.7 40 18

ARGENTINA - THE CHAMPIONS HAD ALFREDO TALAVERA (MEXICO) - THE YOUSSOUFA MOUKOKO (GERMANY) -
ONE OF THE OLDER SQUADS OLDEST PLAYER AT QATAR 2022 THE YOUNGEST PLAYER

Overview

Teams at the FIFA World Cup in 2022, by average age of players

A squad's average age is one of the most telling indicators of a team's identity, revealing the balance a
coach has struck between hard-won experience and youthful energy. At Qatar 2022, Iran fielded the
oldest squad with an average age of 28.9 years, while Ghana had the youngest at 24.7 - a gap of more
than four years between the two extremes. Iran's veteran-laden squad retained many players from the
2018 World Cup, building on a settled, experienced core. Ghana, by contrast, had phased out its old guard
for a new generation, with half its squad holding five caps or fewer. The clubs these players came from are

in our clubs with the most players at World Cup 2022 analysis.

The eventual champions, Argentina, had one of the older squads at around 27.7 years, anchored by 35-
year-old Lionel Messi and several experienced campaigners. This fit a long-standing pattern: World Cup
winners tend to have experienced cores, old enough to field peak-prime players but balanced enough to
handle seven matches in a month. Of the last several champions, most have sat in the 26-to-28-year
range, suggesting a sweet spot for tournament success. The overall tournament average was around 26.5
years, squarely in the experienced-but-not-ageing band that tends to define competitive World Cup
squads. The market values of these squads, which often fall with age, are in our World Cup 2022 squad

market value analysis.
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Age measurement can be nuanced: while Transfermarkt's mean-age data placed Ghana youngest (24.7),
other methods using median age or slightly different cut-off dates put the USA (around 24.5) as the
youngest. The differences are small but illustrate how squad age depends on the exact method used -
whether mean or median, and which cut-off date is applied for calculating ages. The FIFA world rankings of

these teams are in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

World Cup 2022 average age overview Iran oldest Ghana youngest Argentina champions squads Squad
Age Extremes at World Cup 2022 (Average Age) Iran 28.9 (oldest), Argentina 27.7 (champions),
tournament avg 26.5, USA 24.5, Ghana 24.7 (youngest). A spread of more than four years. Source:

Transfermarkt, Statista 2022. 4.2yspread

28.9 (Iran)Oldest Squad - A Veteran Team Built on 2018 Experiencelran's average age of 28.9 was the
oldest at Qatar 2022, over four years older than Ghana. The squad retained many experienced players from
Russia 2018, including star Sardar Azmoun. Source: Transfermarkt, Statista 2022. 24.7 (Ghana)Youngest
Squad - A New Generation of Black StarsGhana's 24.7 average was the youngest. The four-time African
champions had phased out their old guard, with half the squad holding five caps or fewer. The USA was
also among the youngest. Source: Transfermarkt, 90min 2022. 4.2 yearsThe Spread - Between the Oldest
and Youngest SquadsThe 4.2-year gap between Iran (28.9) and Ghana (24.7) shows the range of squad-
building philosophies, from experience-heavy veterans to youthful, emerging teams. Source: Statista 2022.
27.7 (Argentina) The Champions - Experience Paid Off in QatarArgentina's older squad (around 27.7) won
the title, fitting the pattern that World Cup winners tend to have experienced cores. Messi, at 35, led the

team to glory. Source: Al Jazeera 2022. Age Data Table

All 32 Teams at World Cup 2022 by Average Age

Average Squad Age at the 2022 FIFA World Cup (Transfermarkt) Click any column to sort

RANK TEAM AVG AGE CONFEDERATION
1 Iran 28.9 AFC

2 Mexico 28.0 CONCACAF

3 Argentina 27.7 CONMEBOL

4 Brazil 27.5 CONMEBOL

S Saudi Arabia 27.3 AFC

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 323 of 368



m BusinessStats

Which Team Had the Oldest Squad at World Cup 2022? Average Age

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Tunisia

Belgium

Costa Rica

Croatia

Wales

Uruguay

Portugal

Poland

Denmark

Switzerland

Serbia

Cameroon

Qatar

Japan

England

South Korea

France

Australia

Germany

Morocco

Senegal

Spain

Netherlands

Canada

Ecuador

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview

27.2

27.0

26.9

26.8

26.7

26.6

26.5

26.4

26.3

26.2

26.1

26.0

25.9

25.8

25.8

25.7

25.7

25.6

25.5

254

25.3

25.3

25.2

25.0

25.0

CAF

UEFA

CONCACAF

UEFA

UEFA

CONMEBOL

UEFA

UEFA

UEFA

UEFA

UEFA

CAF

AFC

AFC

UEFA

AFC

UEFA

AFC

UEFA

CAF

CAF

UEFA

UEFA

CONCACAF

CONMEBOL

Page 324 of 368



m BusinessStats Which Team Had the Oldest Squad at World Cup 20222 Average Age

31 Ghana 24.7 CAF

32 USA 24.5 CONCACAF

The table ranks all 32 teams from oldest to youngest. Most squads clustered between 25 and 27 years,
with Iran (28.9) at the top and Ghana (24.7) at the bottom as clear outliers. The spread reflects different
approaches: some nations leaned on experienced veterans, while others backed emerging young talent.
The squad market values that often correlate inversely with age are in our World Cup 2022 squad market

value analysis.

All 32 Teams Ranked

World Cup 2022 Squads Ranked by Average Age

World Cup 2022 average age all teams ranked Iran oldest Ghana youngest squads years comparison
Average Squad Age - All 32 Teams at World Cup 2022 (Years) Iran 28.9 (oldest), down through the field to
Ghana 24.7 (youngest). Most teams clustered between 25 and 27 years. Source: Transfermarkt, Statista

2022. 28.9Iran (oldest) 24.7Ghana (youngest)

The ranking shows how tightly bunched most squads were, with the majority within a two-year band
around the 26.5-year average. Only Iran at the top and Ghana, the USA, and Ecuador at the bottom stood
notably apart. This clustering reflects how most national teams aim for a similar experience-youth balance,
with outliers usually driven by specific circumstances. The win probabilities of these teams are in our World

Cup winner probability analysis.

The Oldest Squads

The Oldest Squads - Iran, Mexico, and the Veterans

World Cup 2022 oldest squads Iran Mexico Argentina Brazil veteran experienced teams average age The 6
Oldest Squads at World Cup 2022 (Average Age) Iran 28.9, Mexico 28.0, Argentina 27.7, Brazil 27.5, Saudi
Arabia 27.3, Tunisia 27.2. Iran and Mexico led the veteran teams. Source: Transfermarkt, Statista 2022.

28.9Iran (oldest)

Iran's tournament-topping average of 28.9 reflected a deliberate strategy of retaining experienced players
from the 2018 World Cup, building a balanced, organised team around a settled core. Mexico (around 28.0)
was similarly veteran-heavy, including 40-year-old goalkeeper Alfredo Talavera and several experienced

campaigners who had featured at previous World Cups. Older squads bring big-game experience and
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tactical maturity, qualities that matter enormously in tight knockout matches where composure under
pressure can decide the outcome. Many of these veterans had played together for years, lending cohesion
and understanding. The trade-off is physical: veteran teams can struggle with the relentless demands of a
tournament condensed into less than a month, especially in the heat of Qatar, where matches were played
in unusual winter conditions. The all-time records these experienced teams contributed to are in our FIFA

World Cup all-time standings analysis.

The Youngest Squads

The Youngest Squads - Ghana, USA, and Ecuador

World Cup 2022 youngest squads Ghana USA Ecuador Spain England young teams emerging average age
The 6 Youngest Squads at World Cup 2022 (Average Age) Ghana 24.7, USA 24.5, Ecuador 25.0, Canada
25.0, Spain 25.3, Senegal 25.3. Ghana, the USA, and Ecuador fielded the most youthful teams. Source:
Transfermarkt, 90min 2022. 24.7Ghana (youngest)

Ghana's youthful 24.7 average reflected a rebuild: the Black Stars had phased out their old guard, with half
the squad holding five caps or fewer, relying on the experienced Ayew brothers for leadership. The USA
(around 24.5 by some measures) was similarly young, part of a generational project building toward the
2026 home World Cup. Young squads offer energy, pace, and potential, but can lack the composure and
game-management that experience brings in decisive moments. The challenge for young teams is
converting their talent into results on the biggest stage, where nerves and inexperience can prove costly.
For nations like Ghana and the USA, the 2022 tournament was as much about developing young players for
the future as competing for the trophy. The 2026 tournament these young teams are building toward is in

our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Age and the Champions

Did Age Predict Success at World Cup 2022?

A recurring question in football is whether experience or youth wins tournaments. At Qatar 2022, the
evidence leaned toward experience: champions Argentina had one of the older squads (around 27.7), and
the pattern holds historically - World Cup winners tend to have experienced cores. Argentina's title-winning
team was anchored by veterans like Messi (35), Angel Di Maria (34), and Nicolas Otamendi (34), balanced

with younger talents like Julian Alvarez (22) and Enzo Fernandez (21).
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World Cup winners average age 2010 2014 2018 2022 Spain Germany France Argentina experienced
champions Average Age of World Cup Winners - 2010 to 2022 Spain 2010: ~25.9. Germany 2014: ~26.7.
France 2018: ~26.0. Argentina 2022: ~27.7. Most champions sat in the 26-28 range - experienced but not

ageing. Source: Transfermarkt, RotoWire 2022. 27.7Argentina 2022

The data suggests a clear sweet spot: champions are typically old enough to field peak-prime players (mid-
to-late 20s) but balanced with younger legs to handle the demands of seven matches in under a month.
Too old, and a squad risks fatigue; too young, and it may lack the nerve for the biggest occasions.
Argentina's 27.7 was the oldest among recent winners, while Spain's 2010 team was the youngest at
around 25.9 - yet both lifted the trophy, proving there is no single winning formula. What unites champions
is rarely a specific age, but rather the right blend of experienced leaders and energetic younger players
who can complement one another over a gruelling month-long campaign. Neither the oldest (Iran) nor the
youngest (Ghana) squad at Qatar 2022 advanced far, underlining that balance matters more than either

extreme. The prize for winning is in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis.

Age by Confederation

Average Squad Age by Confederation

World Cup 2022 average age by confederation UEFA CONMEBOL CAF AFC CONCACAF regional
comparison Average Squad Age by Confederation - World Cup 2022 CONMEBOL (South America) and AFC
(Asia) skewed older; CAF (Africa) skewed younger thanks to Ghana and Senegal. UEFA (Europe) and
CONCACAF sat in the middle. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. CAFyoungest region

Average squad age varied by confederation. CONMEBOL (South America) and AFC (Asia) tended toward
older squads, the former through experienced cores like Argentina and Brazil, the latter through veteran
teams like Iran. CAF (Africa) skewed youngest, pulled down by Ghana and Senegal's youthful squads,
reflecting the continent's production of emerging young talent. UEFA (Europe) and CONCACAF sat near the
middle, with Europe's 13 teams spanning a wide range from veteran sides to youthful ones like Spain. The

confederation breakdown of the tournament is in our FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis.

Oldest and Youngest Players

The Oldest and Youngest Individual Players

Beyond squad averages, Qatar 2022 featured a remarkable age range among individual players. The oldest

was Mexico's reserve goalkeeper Alfredo Talavera at 40 years and 2 months, followed by Canada's Atiba
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Hutchinson (39) and Portugal's Pepe (39). Goalkeepers, who can play at the top level later in their careers
thanks to the position's reliance on experience and decision-making over raw athleticism, dominated the
oldest-player list at Qatar 2022. The youngest player at the tournament was Germany's forward Youssoufa

Moukoko, aged just 18.

World Cup 2022 oldest players Talavera Hutchinson Pepe Kawashima Dani Alves age veterans
goalkeepers The Oldest Individual Players at World Cup 2022 (Age) Alfredo Talavera (Mexico) 40, Atiba
Hutchinson (Canada) 39, Pepe (Portugal) 39, Eiji Kawashima (Japan) 39, Dani Alves (Brazil) 39.
Goalkeepers and defenders dominated. Source: databoks 2022. 40Talavera (oldest) 18Moukoko

(youngest)

The presence of 40-year-old Talavera and 18-year-old Moukoko in the same tournament - a 22-year age
gap - captured football's remarkable generational range. Few sports feature such a wide span of ages
competing at the elite level, a testament to how experience and youthful talent can both thrive in football.
Veteran goalkeepers like Talavera, Hutchinson, Kawashima, and Pepe (an outfield exception at 39) showed
how experience is valued in certain positions, while teenagers like Moukoko represented the next
generation. The market values of the youngest, most valuable players are in our World Cup 2022 squad

market value analysis.

Experience vs Youth

Experience vs Youth - The Eternal Squad-Building Debate

The variation in squad ages at Qatar 2022 reflected one of football's eternal debates: should a coach
prioritise experience or youthful energy? There is no single right answer, and the 2022 tournament offered
evidence for both views. Argentina won with an experienced squad, but young teams like Morocco (which
reached the semi-finals as the first African team ever to do so) showed that energy, organisation, and

fearlessness can carry a team remarkably far. The contrast offered something for both schools of thought.

Experienced squads bring tactical maturity, composure under pressure, and big-game know-how -
invaluable in knockout football where a single mistake can end a campaign. Veterans like Messi (35),
Modric (37), and Pepe (39) demonstrated how experience can be decisive on the grandest stage,
marshalling their teams through tense knockout ties. The downside is physical: older squads may tire over

a demanding schedule, and they offer less long-term continuity for future tournaments.

Younger squads, by contrast, bring energy, pace, and the fearlessness of players with little to lose. They

also represent investment in the future - Ghana, the USA, and other young teams were building toward
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2026 and beyond. The ideal, as Argentina demonstrated, is usually a balance: an experienced spine
supplemented by emerging talent. This blend of veterans and youngsters is the hallmark of most
successful World Cup squads. The all-time standings that reward such balance are in our FIFA World Cup

all-time standings analysis.

World Cup 2022 experience youth Argentina champions Morocco semifinal age balance squad success
Experience vs Youth - How Far Did Different Squads Go? Argentina (27.7, experienced): champions.
Morocco (~25.4, younger): semi-finals. Iran (28.9, oldest): group stage. Ghana (24.7, youngest): group

stage. Balance beat both extremes. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. Balancewins out

Age and Squad Value

How Squad Age Relates to Market Value

Squad age and market value are closely linked, often inversely. Younger squads tend to be more valuable,
because player valuations reward youth and resale potential, while older squads - however experienced -
carry lower market values as their players approach the end of their careers. This dynamic was visible at
Qatar 2022: youthful England and Spain had high squad values, while veteran teams like Iran and Mexico

ranked lower in value despite their experience.

The clearest example was the contrast between individual stars. Young players like Jude Bellingham (19)
and Vinicius Junior (22) topped the value charts, while veterans like Messi (35) and Modric (37) - despite
being among the tournament's best players - had modest market values due to their age. This is why an
experienced, successful squad can simultaneously be one of the lower-valued teams. The full value
breakdown is in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis, while the clubs supplying these players

are in our clubs with the most players at World Cup 2022 analysis.

World Cup 2022 squad age versus market value young teams England Spain old Iran Mexico inverse Squad
Age vs Market Value - The Inverse Relationship (2022) Younger squads (England, Spain) tended to have
higher market values; older squads (Iran, Mexico) lower. Value rewards youth and resale potential.

lllustrative of the broad pattern. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. Inverseage vs value

This inverse relationship is a fundamental feature of football economics. A national team can be both
experienced and successful (like Argentina) while not being the most valuable, because the transfer market
prices future potential over present achievement. The win probabilities that experience can influence are in

our World Cup winner probability analysis.
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Position and Age

How Age Varies by Position

Age distribution within squads is not uniform across positions. Goalkeepers are typically the oldest players,
often continuing at the top level into their late 30s and even 40s - illustrated by 40-year-old Alfredo
Talavera (Mexico), 39-year-old Eiji Kawashima (Japan), and other veteran keepers at Qatar 2022. The
position relies on experience, positioning, and decision-making rather than raw pace, allowing goalkeepers

to extend their careers.

Defenders, particularly centre-backs, also tend to be older, as the position rewards reading of the game
and positional sense that come with experience - Pepe (39) and Thiago Silva (38) being prime examples.
Attackers and wingers, by contrast, are usually younger, relying on the pace and explosiveness that peak in
a player's early-to-mid 20s. This is why the most valuable players at the tournament were overwhelmingly

young attackers.

World Cup 2022 average age by position goalkeepers defenders midfielders attackers oldest youngest
Typical Age by Position - World Cup 2022 (lllustrative) Goalkeepers oldest (~29), then defenders (~27),
midfielders (~26), attackers youngest (~25). Pace-dependent positions skew younger; experience-

dependent ones older. Source: tournament patterns 2022. GKoldest position FWyoungest

This positional pattern explains why goalkeeper-heavy veteran lists dominated the oldest-player rankings
at Qatar 2022, while the youngest and most valuable players were attackers. It also shapes squad-building:
a team might pair a veteran goalkeeper and experienced defenders with young, dynamic attackers,
blending experience at the back with youth up front. The goalscoring of these young attackers is in our

clubs with the most players at World Cup 2022 analysis.

Historical Trends

How Squad Ages Have Changed Across World Cups

The average age of World Cup squads has remained remarkably stable over the decades, hovering around
26 to 27 years. At the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, the overall average was 26.9 years, with Argentina the
oldest (28.5) and Ghana the youngest (24.9) - strikingly similar to the 2022 pattern, where Ghana was
again among the youngest. This consistency suggests an enduring optimal age range for elite international
football, one that has held firm even as the game has changed in many other ways. The mid-20s peak

appears to be a near-universal constant across eras and continents.
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What has changed is the squad size: the expansion from 23 to 26 players for Qatar 2022 gave coaches
more flexibility, allowing them to include both experienced veterans and promising youngsters without
sacrificing depth. This larger squad size, set to continue for the 48-team 2026 World Cup, may slightly

affect average ages as teams carry more squad players of varying ages.

World Cup average squad age 2014 2018 2022 trend stable oldest youngest consistency history Average
World Cup Squad Age Over Time - 2014 to 2022 2014: ~26.9 overall. 2018: ~26.5. 2022: ~26.5. The
tournament-wide average has stayed remarkably stable near 26-27 years across recent World Cups.

Source: Statista, Transfermarkt 2014-2022. ~26.5stable average

The stability of average squad ages reflects a fundamental truth about football: the physical and technical
peak for most players falls in their mid-to-late 20s, and national teams naturally gravitate toward squads
built around this prime. While individual teams may skew older or younger based on their talent pool and
strategy, the tournament-wide average has barely moved across generations. The 2026 World Cup, with its
expanded field, will be an interesting test of whether this stability continues. The full details of the 2026

tournament are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 Squad Ages - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 squad age extremes Iran Ghana spread oldest youngest comparison gap years Oldest vs
Youngest Squad - The 4.2-Year Spread (2022) Iran 28.9 (oldest) vs Ghana 24.7 (youngest) - a spread of
4.2 years. The tournament average was around 26.5. Most teams clustered tightly around this mean.

Source: Transfermarkt, Statista 2022. 4.2yspread

28.9 (Iran)Oldest Squad - Over Four Years Older Than Ghanalran's 28.9 average topped the tournament,
built on experienced players retained from the 2018 World Cup. The veteran approach brought organisation
but neither extreme advanced far in Qatar. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. 24.7 (Ghana)Youngest Squad - A
New Generation of Black StarsGhana's 24.7 average was the youngest, with half the squad on five caps or
fewer. By median age and some methods, the USA was also among the youngest. Source: Transfermarkt,
90min 2022. 40 vs 18Player Age Range - Talavera to Moukoko, a 22-Year GapMexico's Alfredo Talavera
(40) was the oldest player; Germany's Youssoufa Moukoko (18) the youngest. The 22-year gap captured
football's full generational range. Source: myKhel, databoks 2022. 27.7 (champions)Argentina's Winning
Age - Experience Wins World CupsChampions Argentina's 27.7 average was among the older squads,

fitting the pattern that World Cup winners have experienced cores. Messi led at 35, balanced by young
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stars like Alvarez. Source: Al Jazeera 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Squad Ages

Iran, with an average age of 28.9 years, according to Transfermarkt. The squad retained many
experienced players from the 2018 World Cup, building a settled, organised team. Mexico was next at
around 28.0, including 40-year-old goalkeeper Alfredo Talavera, the tournament's oldest player. Source:

Transfermarkt, Statista 2022.

Ghana, with an average age of 24.7 years - over four years younger than Iran. By some measures (median
age), the USA was also among the youngest at around 24.5. Both were building youthful teams. Source:

Transfermarkt, 90min 2022.

Around 27.7 years - one of the older squads. Anchored by 35-year-old Messi and other veterans,
Argentina's experience helped them win. World Cup champions typically have experienced cores balanced

with younger talent. Source: Al Jazeera 2022.

Mexico's goalkeeper Alfredo Talavera, aged 40. He was followed by Canada's Atiba Hutchinson (39),
Portugal's Pepe (39), Japan's Eiji Kawashima (39), and Brazil's Dani Alves (39). The youngest was

Germany's Youssoufa Moukoko (18). Source: databoks 2022.

4.2 years - between Iran (28.9) and Ghana (24.7). Most squads clustered between 25 and 27 years, with
these two as clear outliers at either end. The tournament-wide average was around 26.5 years, a figure

consistent with recent World Cups. Source: Statista 2022.

Champions tend to have experienced cores, but balance matters most. Argentina (27.7) won in 2022.
Most recent winners sat in the 26-28 range - old enough for peak-prime players, balanced with youth.

Neither the oldest nor youngest 2022 squad advanced far. Source: Transfermarkt, RotoWire 2022.

Around 26.5 years on average. Most of the 32 squads clustered tightly around this figure, between
roughly 25 and 27 years, with Iran (28.9) and Ghana (24.7) as the outliers. Squads were expanded to 26
players for this tournament, up from the usual 23, the first World Cup to allow larger rosters. Source:

Transfermarkt 2022.

Because of different methods (mean vs median) and cut-off dates. Transfermarkt's mean age put Ghana
youngest (24.7); other methods placed the USA youngest. Al Jazeera cited Argentina (27.7) oldest and

USA (24.5) youngest. The differences are small. Source: Transfermarkt, Al Jazeera, 90min 2022.

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 332 of 368



m BusinessStats Which Team Had the Oldest Squad at World Cup 20222 Average Age

CONMEBOL (South America) and AFC (Asia) tended older. South America through experienced cores like
Argentina; Asia through veteran teams like Iran. CAF (Africa) skewed youngest, pulled down by Ghana and

Senegal. Source: Transfermarkt 2022.

Through energy, organisation, and a resolute defence. Morocco's relatively young, well-drilled squad
showed that youthful teams can go far with the right tactics, team spirit, and defensive discipline. They
became the first African team to reach a World Cup semi-final, beating Belgium, Spain, and Portugal along

the way. Source: tournament records 2022.
Sources

Statista / Transfermarkt - Teams at the FIFA World Cup 2022, by Average Age - Primary source for squad

ages (Iran 28.9 oldest, Ghana 24.7 youngest, 4.2-year spread). Published November 2022. +-0%.

Al Jazeera - The FIFA World Cup in Numbers - Source for Argentina (27.7) oldest and USA (24.5) youngest

by its method, tournament context. Published November 2022.

90min - What Is the Youngest Squad at the World Cup - Source for Ghana youngest (mean and median),

USA/Ecuador detail, Moukoko as youngest player. Published November 2022.

RotoWire - World Cup Rosters Ranked by Age - Source for historical winner ages (Spain 2010, Argentina
2022) and squad-age context. Published 2026.

Squad ages are Transfermarkt mean figures for the final 26-man rosters (November 2022). Iran 28.9
(oldest), Ghana 24.7 (youngest), 4.2-year spread, tournament average around 26.5. Different methods
(mean vs median, cut-off dates) shift the youngest between Ghana, USA, and Ecuador. Individual mid-table
figures are estimates within the verified range. Oldest player: Talavera (40); youngest: Moukoko (18). Not

investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Market value of squads at the World Cup 2022

Updated May 30, 2026 - businesstats.com/value-of-the-national-teams-at-the-gatar-world-cup

EUR1.26B EUR1.14B EUR12.4B

ENGLAND - MOST VALUABLE SQUAD AT BRAZIL - SECOND MOST VALUABLE COMBINED VALUE OF ALL 32 SQUADS
WORLD CUP 2022 SQUAD (TRANSFERMARKT)

EUR 14.9M 7th 85x

QATAR - LEAST VALUABLE SQUAD OF ARGENTINA'S VALUE RANK - YET THEY ENGLAND'S SQUAD VALUE VS QATAR'S
THE 32 TEAMS WON THE TITLE

Overview

Transfer value of teams at the FIFA World Cup in 2022

Squad market value - the combined transfer-market worth of a team's players - is one of the clearest ways
to compare the financial strength of the nations at a World Cup. At the 2022 tournament in Qatar, England
fielded the most valuable squad, worth EUR 1.26 billion on Transfermarkt, ahead of Brazil (EUR 1.14
billion) and France (EUR 1.03 billion). Hosts Qatar had the least valuable squad at just EUR 14.9 million -
roughly 85 times less than England. To put that gulf in perspective, England's most valuable single player
was worth more than ten times Qatar's entire 26-man squad. The win probabilities that these valuations

influenced are in our World Cup winner probability analysis.

The combined market value of all 32 squads was around EUR 12.4 billion according to Transfermarkt. The
CIES Football Observatory, using a different statistical model based on more than 2,000 transfers, valued
the 831 players even higher - at EUR 15 billion, with England's squad at nearly EUR 1.5 billion. Both methods
agree on the order at the top: England first, followed by Brazil and France. The FIFA world rankings of these

teams are in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

Crucially, squad value measures market worth, not tournament performance. Eventual champions
Argentina ranked only seventh by squad value (EUR 645 million on Transfermarkt), while the most valuable
team, England, exited in the quarter-finals. This gap between financial value and on-pitch success is one of
the most fascinating aspects of the World Cup, and a recurring theme across tournaments - the most

expensive squad has often failed to lift the trophy. The all-time tournament performance of these nations is
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in our FIFA World Cup all-time standings analysis.

World Cup 2022 squad value overview top teams England Brazil France Portugal Germany Spain World
Cup 2022 Squad Values at a Glance - Top 6 (EUR Millions) England 1,260. Brazil 1,140. France 1,030.
Portugal 937. Germany 886. Spain 872. The six billion-and-near-billion squads that led the tournament.
Source: Transfermarkt 2022. EUR 1.26BEngland (top)

EUR 1.26B (England)Most Valuable Squad - Driven by the Premier League PremiumEngland's EUR 1.26B
Transfermarkt value (EUR 1.5B per CIES) was the highest of any team. Inflated by the Premier League
premium, where English-based players command higher fees. England exited in the quarter-finals. Source:
Transfermarkt, CIES 2022. EUR 1.14B (Brazil)Second Most Valuable - Led by Vinicius Junior (EUR
120M)Brazil's EUR 1.14B squad (EUR 1.45B per CIES) was second. Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior was their
most valuable player at around EUR 120M. Brazil also exited in the quarter-finals. Source: Transfermarkt,
CIES 2022. EUR 645M (Argentina)Champions Ranked Only 7th by Squad ValueEventual champions
Argentina ranked 7th by squad value at EUR 645M - less than half of England's. Proof that World Cups are
won on the pitch, not in the transfer market. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. EUR 14.9M (Qatar)Least Valuable
Squad - Hosts Worth 85x Less Than EnglandHosts Qatar had the least valuable squad at EUR 14.9M on
Transfermarkt. Costa Rica was lowest in the CIES valuation at EUR 23M. Both a tiny fraction of the top

teams. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022. Full Ranking Table

All 32 World Cup 2022 Squads Ranked by Market Value

World Cup 2022 Squad Market Values - All 32 Teams (Transfermarkt) Click any column to sort

RANK TEAM SQUAD VALUE (EUR M) CONFEDERATION
1 England €1,260.0M UEFA

2 Brazil €1,140.0M CONMEBOL

3 France €1,030.0M UEFA

4 Portugal €937.0M UEFA

5 Germany €886.0M UEFA

6 Spain €872.0M UEFA

7 Argentina €645.0M CONMEBOL

8 Netherlands €587.0M UEFA
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9 Belgium €563.0M UEFA

10 Uruguay €449.0M CONMEBOL
n Croatia €377.0M UEFA

12 Serbia €359.5M UEFA

13 Denmark €353.0M UEFA

14 Senegal €288.0M CAF

15 Switzerland €281.0M UEFA

16 USA €277.4M CONCACAF
17 Poland €255.6M UEFA

18 Morocco €251.1M CAF

19 Ghana €216.9M CAF

20 Canada €187.3M CONCACAF
21 Mexico €176.1M CONCACAF
22 South Korea €164.5M AFC

23 Wales €160.2M UEFA

24 Cameroon €155.0M CAF

25 Japan €154.0M AFC

26 Ecuador €146.5M CONMEBOL
27 Tunisia €62.4M CAF

28 Iran €59.5M AFC

29 Australia €38.3M AFC

30 Saudi Arabia €25.2M AFC

31 Costa Rica €23.0M CONCACAF
32 Qatar €14.9M AFC
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The full ranking shows a steep drop-off from the elite European and South American teams to the rest. The
distribution is heavily skewed: a small group of wealthy nations accounts for most of the value, while the
majority of teams cluster in the lower ranges. The top six (England, Brazil, France, Portugal, Germany,
Spain) were each worth over EUR 870 million, while the bottom six (Tunisia, Iran, Australia, Saudi Arabia,
Costa Rica, Qatar) were each worth under EUR 65 million. This enormous spread reflects the concentration
of football's transfer-market wealth in a handful of nations. The detailed win odds for each team are in our

World Cup winner probability analysis.

All 32 Teams

World Cup 2022 Squad Values - The Full 32-Team Picture

World Cup 2022 squad market value all 32 teams ranking England Brazil France Qatar euros Transfermarkt
All 32 World Cup 2022 Squads by Market Value (EUR Millions) England EUR 1,260M leads, down to Qatar
EUR 14.9M. The top 3 (England, Brazil, France) alone are worth over EUR 3.4B - more than the bottom 26
teams combined. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. EUR 1.26BEngland (top) EUR 14.9MQatar (lowest)

Visualised across all 32 teams, the dominance of the European and South American giants is stark. The top
three teams (England, Brazil, France) were collectively worth over EUR 3.4 billion - more than the bottom
26 teams combined. The chart also highlights the cluster of mid-tier European and African nations in the
EUR 150-400 million range, and the steep cliff to the lowest-valued squads. The 2026 tournament where

these valuations will reset is in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Top 10 Squads

The 10 Most Valuable World Cup 2022 Squads

World Cup 2022 top 10 most valuable squads England Brazil France Portugal Germany Spain euros Top 10
Most Valuable Squads at World Cup 2022 (EUR Millions) England 1,260. Brazil 1,140. France 1,030. Portugal
937. Germany 886. Spain 872. Argentina 645. Netherlands 587. Belgium 563. Uruguay 449. Source:
Transfermarkt 2022. EUR 1.26BEngland

The top 10 was dominated by Europe, with seven teams (England, France, Portugal, Germany, Spain,
Netherlands, Belgium), plus three South American sides (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay). This reflects the
concentration of the world's most expensive players in Europe's elite clubs and South America's exporting
talent factories. Notably, the top 10 by value included none of Africa's, Asia's, or North America's teams -

underlining the financial gulf in world football. The world rankings, which weight results rather than value,
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tell a different story in our world ranking of national soccer teams analysis.

By Confederation

Squad Value by Confederation - Europe Dominates

World Cup 2022 squad value by confederation UEFA Europe CONMEBOL South America Africa Asia total
Total World Cup 2022 Squad Value by Confederation (EUR Millions) UEFA (Europe, 13 teams): EUR 7,921M.
CONMEBOL (S.America, 4): EUR 2,381M. CAF (Africa, 5): EUR 973M. CONCACAF (N.America, 4): EUR
664M. AFC (Asia, 6): EUR 456M. Europe holds 64 % of the total. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. 64 %Europe

share

Europe (UEFA) dominated the value rankings, with its 13 teams worth a combined EUR 7.9 billion - 64% of
the entire tournament's squad value. South America (CONMEBOL), with just four teams, was second at EUR
2.4 billion, powered by Brazil and Argentina. Africa, North America, and Asia together accounted for less
than EUR 2.1 billion despite fielding 15 of the 32 teams. This concentration mirrors where the world's
wealthiest leagues and most expensive players are based - overwhelmingly in Western Europe, with
England, Spain, Germany, ltaly, and France hosting the clubs that pay the highest wages and command the
biggest transfer fees. The confederation breakdown of the tournament itself is in our FIFA World Cup

teams by confederation analysis.

CIES Valuation

The CIES Football Observatory Valuation - EUR 15 Billion Total

A second authoritative valuation comes from the CIES Football Observatory, a Swiss research group whose
model is based on more than 2,000 real transfers from Europe's five major leagues. The CIES study, which
is the source for the widely-cited Statista chart "Transfer value of teams at the FIFA World Cup in 2022",
valued the 831 players at the tournament at a combined EUR 15 billion - higher than Transfermarkt's EUR

12.4 billion because of its different methodology.

CIES Football Observatory World Cup 2022 squad value England Brazil France Spain Portugal Germany
CIES Football Observatory - Top 8 Squad Values 2022 (EUR Millions) England ~1,500. Brazil 1,450. France
1,340. Spain 1,200. Portugal 1,150. Germany 1,020. Netherlands 756. Argentina 748. CIES total all 32: EUR
15B. Source: CIES Football Observatory, Al Jazeera 2022. EUR 15BCIES total
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The CIES valuation places England first at nearly EUR 1.5 billion, with Jude Bellingham (then 19) valued at
EUR 202 million - the tournament's most valuable player by their model. Brazil's Vinicius Junior (EUR
200M) and France's Kylian Mbappe (EUR 185M) followed. While the absolute figures differ from
Transfermarkt, the broad ranking is similar, and both confirm England, Brazil, and France as the three most

valuable squads. The prize money these teams competed for is in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis

Least Valuable

The Least Valuable Squads - Qatar, Costa Rica, and Saudi Arabia

World Cup 2022 least valuable squads Qatar Costa Rica Saudi Arabia Australia Iran Tunisia lowest Least
Valuable Squads at World Cup 2022 (EUR Millions) Qatar 14.9. Costa Rica 23. Saudi Arabia 25.2. Australia
38.3. Iran 59.5. Tunisia 62.4. These squads were each worth less than a single top player like Mbappe
(EUR 185M). Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022. EUR 14.9MQatar (lowest)

The least valuable squads belonged to the Asian and host nations: Qatar (EUR 14.9M), Saudi Arabia (EUR
25.2M), Australia (EUR 38.3M), and Iran (EUR 59.5M), along with Costa Rica (EUR 23M in CIES). To put this
in perspective, each of these entire 26-man squads was worth less than a single elite player like Kylian
Mbappe (EUR 185M). Yet Saudi Arabia famously beat eventual champions Argentina in the group stage,
proving again that value does not guarantee results. The host nation's tournament economics are in our

total cost of hosting the World Cup analysis.

Value vs Success

Did the Most Valuable Squads Win? Value vs Tournament Success

One of the most revealing aspects of squad value is how poorly it predicted tournament success at Qatar
2022. The most valuable team, England, lost in the quarter-finals. The second most valuable, Brazil, also
exited in the quarter-finals. The champions, Argentina, ranked only seventh by value - their EUR 645 million
squad was worth roughly half of England's EUR 1.26 billion. Runners-up France (third by value) were the
highest-ranked finalist, while semi-finalists Croatia (11th) and Morocco (18th) massively outperformed their

valuations.

World Cup 2022 squad value versus result Argentina champion France Croatia Morocco overperform
Squad Value vs Final Result - The Top Performers at Qatar 2022 Argentina (champions): 7th by value, EUR
645M. France (runners-up): 3rd, EUR 1,030M. Croatia (3rd place): 11th, EUR 377M. Morocco (4th place):
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18th, EUR 251M. Value did not predict success. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. 7thArgentina value rank

18thMorocco (4th place)

Morocco's run to the semi-finals (4th place overall) was the standout overachievement - their EUR 251
million squad, ranked 18th by value, beat far more expensive teams including Belgium, Spain, and Portugal.
This pattern, where mid-value teams reach the latter stages, is common in knockout football, where form,
tactics, and momentum often matter more than raw market value. The all-time tournament standings that

capture such runs are in our FIFA World Cup all-time standings analysis.

Premier League Effect

The Premier League Premium - Why England Topped the List

England's position as the most valuable squad is closely tied to the "Premier League premium" - the
phenomenon whereby players based in England's top division command higher transfer valuations than
comparable players elsewhere. The Premier League is by far the richest league in world football, and its
enormous broadcasting and commercial revenues inflate the market value of its players. As football finance
commentators noted at the time, England topping the value list reflects this league wealth as much as pure

player quality.

World Cup 2022 England squad value 2018 versus 2022 Premier League premium growth Transfermarkt
England Squad Value Growth - 2018 vs 2022 (EUR Millions) 2018: ~EUR 280M (mostly home-based
players). 2022: EUR 1,260M. England's squad value rose ~4.5x in four years as more players moved to

elite, high-paying Premier League clubs. Source: Transfermarkt 2018, 2022. 4.5x2018 to 2022

This effect helps explain why England's squad was valued so highly despite the team's relatively modest
recent tournament record (no World Cup win since 1966). Many England players ply their trade at wealthy
Premier League clubs, pushing up their individual valuations. The same dynamic boosts the value of
players from other nations who play in England - and helps explain why leagues, not just nations, shape
these valuations. The broader economics of football's wealthiest competitions connect to our global

economy analysis.

Most Valuable Players
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The Most Valuable Players at World Cup 2022

Behind every valuable squad were the individual stars driving the numbers. By the CIES Football
Observatory's valuation, England's Jude Bellingham - then just 19 years old - was the single most valuable
player at the tournament, worth EUR 202 million. He was followed by Brazil's Vinicius Junior (EUR 200
million) and France's Kylian Mbappe (EUR 185 million). These three young attackers represented the new

generation of football's most prized assets.

The valuations marked a clear changing of the guard. Veterans who had long dominated such lists - Lionel
Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Luka Modric - were no longer the highest-valued players due to their age,

despite remaining invaluable to their national teams. Messi, who would lift the trophy weeks later, was not
even rated Argentina's most valuable player by CIES, which placed Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez (EUR 99

million) at the top of the Argentine valuations.

World Cup 2022 most valuable players Bellingham Vinicius Mbappe individual market value euros CIES
Most Valuable Players at World Cup 2022 - CIES (EUR Millions) Jude Bellingham (England) 202. Vinicius
Junior (Brazil) 200. Kylian Mbappe (France) 185. Each worth more than entire squads like Qatar (14.9) or
Costa Rica (23). Source: CIES Football Observatory 2022. EUR 202MBellingham

Strikingly, each of these top players was individually worth more than several entire squads at the
tournament. Bellingham's EUR 202 million valuation alone exceeded the combined value of Qatar (EUR
14.9M), Costa Rica (EUR 23M), Saudi Arabia (EUR 25.2M), Australia (EUR 38.3M), and Iran (EUR 59.5M) put
together. This illustrates the extreme concentration of value at the very top of the modern game. The win

probabilities shaped by these star players are in our World Cup winner probability analysis.

Value vs 2018

How 2022 Squad Values Compared to the 2018 World Cup

Squad values rose dramatically between the 2018 and 2022 World Cups, reflecting transfer-market
inflation and the growing financial dominance of Europe's top leagues. At Russia 2018, Brazil topped the
Transfermarkt list at around EUR 673 million, with Germany and France close behind at about EUR 636
million each. England's 2018 squad was worth only around EUR 280 million - yet by 2022, England led all

teams at EUR 1.26 billion, a remarkable 4.5-fold increase in just four years.

World Cup squad value 2018 versus 2022 Brazil Germany France England most valuable comparison

growth Most Valuable Squad - 2018 vs 2022 World Cup (EUR Millions) 2018: Brazil EUR 673M (top),
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Germany/France ~EUR 636M. 2022: England EUR 1,260M (top), Brazil EUR 1,140M. The top squad value
nearly doubled in four years. Source: Transfermarkt 2018, 2022. EUR 673M2018 top (Brazil) EUR
1.26B2022 top (England)

This surge reflects several factors: a new generation of high-value English players emerging at elite clubs,
broad transfer-fee inflation across football, and the ever-growing wealth of the Premier League. The 2022
tournament's most valuable squad (England, EUR 1.26B) was worth nearly double the 2018 tournament's
most valuable squad (Brazil, EUR 673M). The same inflationary trend pushed the combined value of all

squads from around EUR 8-9 billion in 2018 to EUR 12.4 billion in 2022.

The shift in which nation topped the list - from Brazil in 2018 to England in 2022 - also reflects how league
wealth, rather than footballing tradition alone, increasingly drives squad valuations. As the Premier
League's financial power grew, so did the valuations of the English-based players who fill England's squad.
The broader financial trends behind these valuations connect to our global economy analysis. The 2026
tournament will provide the next data point in this rising trend, covered in our FIFA World Cup 2026

statistics and facts analysis.

What Squad Value Means

What Does Squad Market Value Actually Measure?

Squad market value is an estimate of what a team's players would collectively fetch if sold on the transfer
market. It is not an official figure - no money changes hands - but rather a model-based or expert estimate
of each player's current worth, summed across the squad. Transfermarkt, the most widely used source,
combines crowd-sourced input from a large community with expert moderation. The CIES Football

Observatory uses an econometric model trained on thousands of real transfer fees.

Several factors drive an individual player's market value: age (younger players with resale potential are
worth more), contract length (longer contracts increase value), recent form and performances, the prestige
and wealth of their club, and their position (attackers typically command higher fees than defenders or
goalkeepers). Because these factors favour young attackers at elite clubs, squad values can diverge
sharply from a team's actual tournament strength, which depends on cohesion, tactics, experience, and

form.

squad market value drivers age contract form club position factors player valuation explained What Drives
a Player's Market Value - Key Factors (Relative Weight) Age and resale potential, recent form and

performances, club prestige and wealth, contract length, and position all shape a player's market value.
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Illustrative weighting based on valuation models. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES methodology. 5key factors

This is why squad value is a useful but imperfect guide. It captures the financial firepower and market
appeal of a squad, but not the intangibles that decide knockout matches. A team packed with expensive
young talent may underperform, while an experienced, well-organised side worth far less may exceed
expectations - as Croatia and Morocco demonstrated at Qatar 2022. Understanding this distinction is key

to interpreting squad-value rankings sensibly.

Squad values also fluctuate constantly. A player's value can rise or fall dramatically based on a single
tournament, injury, or transfer. The values discussed here are snapshots from November 2022, at the start
of the World Cup. By the time the January 2023 transfer window opened, many players' valuations had
already shifted based on their tournament performances. The dynamic nature of these figures is part of
what makes them so closely followed. The prize money these squads competed for is in our FIFA World

Cup prize money analysis.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 Squad Values - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 squad value comparison Transfermarkt versus CIES England Brazil France methodology
Transfermarkt vs CIES - Top Squad Values Compared (EUR Millions) England: 1,260 (TM) vs 1,500 (CIES).
Brazil: 1,140 vs 1,450. France: 1,030 vs 1,340. CIES values run higher but the ranking order is similar.

Source: Transfermarkt, CIES Football Observatory 2022. 2valuation methods

Transfermarkt CIES Football Observatory EUR 1.26BEngland's Squad Value - Highest of All 32
TeamsEngland topped both valuations: EUR 1.26B (Transfermarkt) and EUR 1.5B (CIES). Driven by the
Premier League premium. Yet England lost in the quarter-finals to France. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES
2022. EUR 12.4B-15BTotal Value of All 32 Squads - Depending on MethodAll 32 squads combined were
worth ~EUR 12.4B (Transfermarkt) or EUR 15B (CIES, 831 players). The difference reflects the two valuation
models. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES Football Observatory 2022. 7th to 1stArgentina - Won the Title
Despite Ranking 7th by ValueChampions Argentina ranked only 7th by squad value (EUR 645M), proving
value does not equal success. Morocco (18th) reached the semi-finals, the biggest overachievement.
Source: Transfermarkt 2022. 64%Europe's Share - UEFA Teams Held Most of the ValueEurope's 13 teams
held EUR 7.9B - 64 % of total squad value. South America's 4 teams added EUR 2.4B. Africa, Asia, and

North America's 15 teams held just EUR 2.1B combined. Source: Transfermarkt 2022. FAQ
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Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Squad Values

England, with a Transfermarkt market value of EUR 1.26 billion (EUR 1.5 billion per CIES). Brazil was
second (EUR 1.14B) and France third (EUR 1.03B). England topped both major valuation methods, largely
thanks to the Premier League premium that inflates the value of English-based players. Source:

Transfermarkt, CIES Football Observatory 2022.

Around EUR 12.4 billion (Transfermarkt) or EUR 15 billion (CIES Football Observatory). The CIES figure
values all 831 players using a model based on 2,000+ transfers, which produces higher totals than

Transfermarkt. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022.

Hosts Qatar, worth just EUR 14.9 million on Transfermarkt. Costa Rica was the lowest in the CIES
valuation at EUR 23 million. Both were a tiny fraction of England's value - roughly 85 times less in Qatar's
case. Most of the bottom-ranked squads were from Asia (Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Iran) plus Costa

Rica. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022.

The "Premier League premium". English-based players command higher transfer fees because the
Premier League is the richest league, inflating valuations. Squad value measures market worth, not success

- England exited in the quarter-finals while 7th-ranked Argentina won. Source: Transfermarkt 2022.

EUR 645 million - only 7th most valuable. Argentina's squad was worth roughly half of England's, yet they
won the title. This proves World Cups are decided on the pitch, not by transfer-market value. Inter's

Lautaro Martinez was their most valuable player per CIES. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022.

By the CIES valuation: England's Jude Bellingham (EUR 202M), Brazil's Vinicius Junior (EUR 200M), and
France's Kylian Mbappe (EUR 185M). On Transfermarkt, Mbappe and Vinicius topped the individual lists.

Source: CIES Football Observatory, Transfermarkt 2022.

Yes - Europe's 13 teams held EUR 7.9 billion, 64 % of the total. Seven of the top 10 most valuable squads
were European. South America was second with EUR 2.4 billion from just four teams (led by Brazil and

Argentina). Source: Transfermarkt 2022.

Morocco ranked only 18th by value (EUR 251M) yet reached the semi-finals (4th place). This was the
tournament's biggest overachievement, with Morocco beating far more expensive teams including Belgium,

Spain, and Portugal. Source: Transfermarkt 2022.

Both estimate player market values but use different methods. Transfermarkt uses crowd-sourced and

expert valuations (total EUR 12.4B). CIES uses a statistical model based on 2,000+ real transfers (total EUR
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15B). Both ranked England, Brazil, and France as the top three. Source: Transfermarkt, CIES 2022.

Values rose sharply. In 2018, Brazil topped the list at around EUR 673 million (Transfermarkt); by 2022,
England led at EUR 1.26 billion - nearly double. Transfer-market inflation and the Premier League premium

pushed valuations up significantly between the two tournaments. Source: Transfermarkt 2018, 2022.
Sources

Statista / CIES Football Observatory - Transfer Value of Teams at the FIFA World Cup 2022 - Source for
CIES valuation (England ~EUR 1.5B, total EUR 15B, Costa Rica EUR 23M lowest). Published November 2022.
+-0%.

Boardroom - Most Expensive World Cup Teams at Qatar 2022 - Source for full Transfermarkt 32-team

ranking (England EUR 1.26B down to Qatar EUR 14.9M), most valuable players. Published November 2022.

Al Jazeera - The World Cup's Most Valuable Teams - Source for CIES top teams (Brazil EUR 1.45B, France
EUR 1.34B, Spain EUR 1.2B), most valuable players (Bellingham EUR 202M). Published November 2022.

GiveMeSport - Who Has the Most Valuable Squad at 2022 World Cup - Source for Transfermarkt mid-table

ranking (Uruguay EUR 449M to Morocco EUR 251M). Published November 2022.

Two valuation methods are reported. Transfermarkt: full 32-team ranking, total ~EUR 12.4B, England EUR
1.26B. CIES Football Observatory (via Statista, the source for the chart title "Transfer value of teams at the
FIFA World Cup in 2022"): total EUR 15B, England ~EUR 1.5B, Costa Rica EUR 23M lowest. Values are
November 2022 estimates in euros, +-5%. Values measure market worth, not tournament results. Not

investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

Leading goal scorers at the World Cup 2022

Updated May 30, 2026 - businesstats.com/world-cup-qatar-top-scorers

8 7 172

MBAPPE'S GOALS - GOLDEN BOOT MESSI'S GOALS - 2ND, WON GOLDEN TOTAL GOALS - A RECORD FOR A 32-
WINNER AT WORLD CUP 2022 BALL AND THE TROPHY TEAM WORLD CUP

2.69 3 4

GOALS PER MATCH - ACROSS 64 MBAPPE'S FINAL HAT-TRICK - FIRST IN GOALS EACH - ALVAREZ AND GIROUD
GAMES AT QATAR 2022 A WC FINAL SINCE 1966 TIED FOR THIRD

Overview

Players who scored the most goals at the FIFA World Cup in 2022

The 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar produced a thrilling goalscoring contest, ultimately won by France's
Kylian Mbappe. Mbappe claimed the Golden Boot with 8 goals, edging Argentina's Lionel Messi (7 goals)
in one of the closest top-scorer races in World Cup history. The two superstars entered the final level on 5
goals each, setting up a dramatic finale in which Mbappe scored a hat-trick - though Messi's Argentina
ultimately won on penalties after a 3-3 draw, one of the greatest World Cup finals ever played. The market

values of these star scorers are in our World Cup 2022 player market value analysis.

Behind the top two, Argentina's Julian Alvarez and France's Olivier Giroud each scored 4 goals, with a
cluster of players on 3 including Marcus Rashford, Alvaro Morata, Enner Valencia, Goncalo Ramos, Cody
Gakpo, Richarlison, and Bukayo Saka. The tournament as a whole was the highest-scoring 32-team World
Cup ever, with 172 goals across 64 matches at an average of 2.69 per game. The squad values of the

teams these scorers represented are in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

The goalscoring stories defined the tournament's narrative: Mbappe's emergence as the heir to football's
throne, Messi's crowning achievement, Giroud becoming France's all-time top scorer, and Alvarez
announcing himself as a world-class striker at just 22. The all-time World Cup scoring records that these

performances added to are in our all-time World Cup top scorers analysis.

World Cup 2022 top scorers overview Mbappe Messi Alvarez Giroud goals Golden Boot leading Top

Scorers at World Cup 2022 - The Leaders (Goals) Mbappe 8, Messi 7, Alvarez 4, Giroud 4, then seven
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players on 3. The Golden Boot race came down to the final between Mbappe and Messi. Source: FIFA, NBC

Sports 2022. 8Mbappe (top)

8 goals (Mbappe)Golden Boot Winner - Including a Hat-Trick in the FinalMbappe won the Golden Boot with
8 goals and 2 assists. His final hat-trick was the first in a World Cup final since Geoff Hurst in 1966, yet
France lost on penalties. Source: FIFA, NBC Sports 2022. 7 goals (Messi)Second Top Scorer - Won the
Golden Ball and the TrophyMessi scored 7 goals (3 assists), netting in every knockout round. He won the
Golden Ball as the tournament's best player and lifted the trophy he had chased his whole career. Source:
FIFA, Olympics.com 2022. 4 goals eachAlvarez and Giroud - Tied for Third in the Scoring ChartsJulian
Alvarez (Argentina, 22) and Olivier Giroud (France, 36) each scored 4. Giroud became France's all-time top
scorer; Alvarez became the youngest since Pele to score in a World Cup semi-final. Source: FIFA 2022. 172
goalsTournament Total - A Record for a 32-Team World Cup172 goals were scored across 64 matches
(2.69 per game), beating Brazil 2014's 171 for the most at a 32-team World Cup. The 2026 tournament

expands to 48 teams. Source: FIFA 2022. Top Scorers Table

World Cup 2022 Top Goal Scorers - Full List

Leading Goal Scorers at the 2022 FIFA World Cup (FIFA Official) Click any column to sort

RANK PLAYER NATION GOALS

1 Kylian Mbappe France 8 goals
2 Lionel Messi Argentina 7 goals
3 Julian Alvarez Argentina 4 goals
4 Olivier Giroud France 4 goals
) Marcus Rashford England 3 goals
6 Alvaro Morata Spain 3 goals
7 Enner Valencia Ecuador 3 goals
8 Goncalo Ramos Portugal 3 goals
9 Cody Gakpo Netherlands 3 goals
10 Richarlison Brazil 3 goals
n Bukayo Saka England 3 goals
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The list is headed by the two superstars - Mbappe (8) and Messi (7) - who pulled clear of the rest of the
field. Below them, the goals were spread widely, with nine players sharing the 3-to-4-goal range. This
distribution reflected an open tournament in which many teams found the net, rather than one dominated
by a single prolific striker. In total, more than 170 different scoring moments were spread across the 32
teams, a sign of how competitive and attacking the football was. Even traditionally defensive sides
contributed to the goal tally, and several group-stage matches produced high-scoring upsets that set the
tone for an entertaining tournament. The player valuations behind these scorers are in our World Cup 2022

player market value analysis.

Goal Ranking

Mbappe, Messi, and the Chasing Pack - Goals Ranked

World Cup 2022 top scorers Mbappe Messi Alvarez Giroud goals ranking Golden Boot leading Leading
Scorers at World Cup 2022 (Goals) Mbappe 8, Messi 7, then Alvarez and Giroud on 4, with Rashford,
Morata, Valencia, Ramos, Gakpo, Richarlison, and Saka on 3. The top two pulled clear. Source: FIFA, NBC

Sports 2022. 8Mbappe (top) 7Messi

The chart shows how Mbappe and Messi dominated the scoring charts, separated from the chasing pack
by a clear margin. The dense cluster of players on 3 goals - drawn from England, Spain, Ecuador, Portugal,
the Netherlands, and Brazil - illustrated how evenly goals were distributed among the rest of the field. The

win probabilities of these teams are in our World Cup winner probability analysis.

Golden Boot Race

The Golden Boot Race - How Mbappe Edged Messi

World Cup 2022 Golden Boot race Mbappe Messi goals assists tiebreaker final close Golden Boot Race -
Mbappe vs Messi (Goals and Assists) Mbappe: 8 goals, 2 assists. Messi: 7 goals, 3 assists. Both entered
the final on 5 goals. The Golden Boot is decided on goals first, so Mbappe's final hat-trick (taking him to 8)

secured it. Source: FIFA 2022. 8 vs 7goals
Goals Assists

The Golden Boot race was one of the tightest ever. Both Mbappe and Messi entered the final level on 5
goals. Messi scored first in the final and added a second in extra time to reach 7, but Mbappe's

extraordinary hat-trick took him to 8, securing the Golden Boot. Crucially, the award is decided on goals
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before assists - had it been level on goals, Messi's extra assist (3 vs 2) would have given it to him. The all-

time scoring records this race contributed to are in our all-time World Cup top scorers analysis.

Mbappe's 8 Goals

Kylian Mbappe's 8 Goals - The Golden Boot Run

Kylian Mbappe's path to the Golden Boot showcased his status as football's pre-eminent attacker. The
France forward scored in the group stage and knockouts before producing one of the greatest individual
displays in a World Cup final, scoring a hat-trick against Argentina. It was the first hat-trick in a World Cup
final since Geoff Hurst's for England in 1966 - yet remarkably, France still lost the final on penalties after a

3-3 draw.

Mbappe World Cup 2022 goals breakdown group stage knockout final hat-trick Golden Boot path Kylian
Mbappe's 8 World Cup 2022 Goals by Stage Mbappe scored across the group stage and knockouts,
capped by a hat-trick in the final (3 goals). His 8 goals equalled Ronaldo's 2002 tally and matched the
highest at a World Cup since 2002. Source: FIFA, Al Jazeera 2022. 8Mbappe goals

At just 23, Mbappe had now scored 12 World Cup goals across two tournaments (4 in 2018, 8 in 2022),
having already won the trophy in 2018. His 8-goal haul in 2022 equalled the highest single-tournament total
since Ronaldo's 8 in 2002, and confirmed him as the natural successor to Messi and Ronaldo at the summit
of the game. His combined World Cup goal exploits add to the all-time records in our all-time World Cup

top scorers analysis.

Messi's 7 Goals

Lionel Messi's 7 Goals - The Crowning Glory

Lionel Messi's 7 goals were the centrepiece of the crowning achievement of his career. At 35, in his fifth
and final World Cup, Messi scored in every knockout round - the round of 16, quarter-final, semi-final, and
final - dragging Argentina to glory. He won the Golden Ball as the tournament's best player, a fitting

individual honour to accompany the team triumph he had craved since his debut in 2006.

Messi World Cup 2022 goals every knockout round Golden Ball champion Argentina 7 goals Lionel Messi's
7 World Cup 2022 Goals - Scoring in Every Knockout Round Messi scored 2 in the group stage and then in
every knockout round (R16, QF, SF, final). His 7 goals plus 3 assists earned the Golden Ball as Argentina

won the title. Source: FIFA, Olympics.com 2022. 7Messi goals
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Messi's tournament was historic in many ways: he became the first player to score in the group stage,
round of 16, quarter-final, semi-final, and final of a single World Cup, and his overall World Cup goal tally
reached 13 across five tournaments, surpassing Argentine legend Gabriel Batistuta. The team's prize for

winning is detailed in our FIFA World Cup prize money analysis.

Goals by Nation

Goals by Nation - France and Argentina Lead the Way

World Cup 2022 goals by nation France Argentina England Netherlands Portugal team total scored Total
Goals Scored by Nation at World Cup 2022 (Top Teams) France 16, Argentina 15, England 13, Portugal 12,
Netherlands 10, Spain 9, Brazil 8, Croatia 8. The two finalists, France and Argentina, were also the highest-

scoring teams. Source: FIFA 2022. 16France goals

The two finalists were also the two highest-scoring teams: France netted 16 goals and Argentina 15 on their
way to the final. England (13) and Portugal (12) also scored freely despite exiting earlier, reflecting attacking
styles. This correlation between goalscoring and deep tournament runs was strong in 2022, though not
absolute - defensive organisation also carried teams like Croatia and Morocco far. Morocco, in particular,
reached the semi-finals while scoring relatively few goals, relying instead on a resolute defence that
conceded just once in open play before the semi-final. The teams' confederations are broken down in our

FIFA World Cup teams by confederation analysis.

Tournament Goals

172 Goals - A Record-Breaking Tournament

World Cup total goals per tournament 2010 2014 2018 2022 record 172 comparison history Total Goals per

World Cup - 2010 to 2022 2010: 145. 2014: 171. 2018: 169. 2022: 172. Qatar 2022 set a record for a 32-team
World Cup, edging Brazil 2014. The 2026 tournament expands to 48 teams and 104 matches. Source: FIFA
2022.1722022 record

The 172 goals at Qatar 2022 set a record for a 32-team World Cup, narrowly beating the 171 scored at
Brazil 2014. At 2.69 goals per game across 64 matches, it was a high-scoring tournament driven by
attacking football and the goalscoring of the leading nations. With the 2026 World Cup expanding to 48
teams and 104 matches, the total goal count is expected to rise significantly, though the per-game average

may differ. The 2026 tournament details are in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.
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Historical Context

Mbappe's 8 in Historical Context - The Single-Tournament Records

Mbappe's 8 goals, while the highest at Qatar 2022, fall short of the all-time single-tournament records. The
benchmark remains Just Fontaine's astonishing 13 goals for France at the 1958 World Cup - a record that
has stood for over 65 years and is considered almost unbreakable in the modern game. Behind Fontaine,

Hungary's Sandor Kocsis scored 11in 1954, and Germany's Gerd Muller 10 in 1970.

World Cup single tournament goal record Fontaine 13 Muller Eusebio Ronaldo Mbappe most goals history
Most Goals in a Single World Cup - Mbappe in Historical Context Just Fontaine (1958): 13. Gerd Muller
(1970): 10. Eusebio (1966): 9. Ronaldo (2002): 8. Mbappe (2022): 8. Mbappe equalled Ronaldo's 2002

mark, the most since then. Source: FIFA historical records. 13Fontaine 1958 8Mbappe 2022

Mbappe's 8 goals equalled Brazilian Ronaldo's 2002 tally, the most by any player in a single World Cup
since 2002. In the modern, more defensively organised game, with sophisticated tactical systems and elite
goalkeeping, reaching 8 goals in a single tournament is an exceptional achievement that few players
manage. It typically requires a deep run to the final, prolific finishing, and the ability to score in the biggest
matches - all of which Mbappe delivered. Mbappe's combined 12 goals across 2018 and 2022, at just 23,
puts him on track to challenge the all-time aggregate World Cup scoring records held by Miroslav Klose

(16) in future tournaments. The all-time list is in our all-time World Cup top scorers analysis.

Scorers vs Value

Did the Most Valuable Players Score the Most Goals?

Comparing the top scorers to the tournament's most valuable players reveals an interesting overlap and
divergence. Mbappe was both the top scorer (8 goals) and one of the most valuable players (EUR 185M), a
rare alignment of value and output. But the most valuable player overall, Jude Bellingham (EUR 202M),
scored just one goal, while Vinicius Junior (EUR 201M) scored once too - showing that high value did not

guarantee goals.

World Cup 2022 top scorers versus market value Mbappe Messi Bellingham goals value comparison Top
Scorers vs Their Market Value - World Cup 2022 Mbappe: 8 goals, EUR 185M. Messi: 7 goals, ~EUR 35M
(age 35). Giroud: 4 goals, ~EUR 4M (age 36). Goals and value often diverge - veteran scorers had low

value, while high-value young stars did not always score. Source: FIFA, CIES 2022. Mixedvalue vs goals
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The clearest example of the value-goals divergence was Olivier Giroud, who at 36 scored 4 goals to
become France's all-time top scorer, yet carried a market value of only around EUR 4 million due to his
age. Goalscoring rewards finishing, positioning, and big-game temperament - qualities that do not fade
with age the way market value does. The full player valuations are in our World Cup 2022 player market

value analysis and squad totals in our World Cup 2022 squad market value analysis.

Breakout Stars

Breakout Scorers - Alvarez, Gakpo, and the New Names

Beyond the established superstars, the 2022 World Cup launched several players into the global spotlight
through their goalscoring. Argentina's Julian Alvarez was the standout breakout star: the 22-year-old
Manchester City forward scored 4 goals, including two in the semi-final against Croatia, becoming the
youngest player since Pele to score in a World Cup semi-final. His performances helped Argentina to the

title and cemented his status as a world-class striker.

The Netherlands' Cody Gakpo was another breakout name, scoring 3 goals in the group stage to announce
himself on the world stage. His displays earned him a January 2023 transfer to Liverpool. Portugal's
Goncalo Ramos made a spectacular impact too: handed a rare start ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo in the round
of 16, the 21-year-old scored a hat-trick against Switzerland - one of the tournament's most memorable

individual performances.

World Cup 2022 breakout young scorers Alvarez Gakpo Ramos Saka age goals emerging stars Breakout
Young Scorers at World Cup 2022 (Goals, with Age) Julian Alvarez (22): 4 goals. Cody Gakpo (23): 3.
Goncalo Ramos (21): 3 (incl. hat-trick). Bukayo Saka (21): 3. A new generation of scorers emerged at Qatar

2022. Source: FIFA 2022. 4Alvarez (age 22)

These breakout performances reflected a broader generational shift visible across the tournament. With
ageing stars like Ronaldo and Modric past their goalscoring peaks, the 2022 World Cup became a
showcase for the next wave of attacking talent. Many of these players also went on to secure big-money

transfers, reflecting the rising market documented in our FIFA World Cup 2026 statistics and facts analysis.

Mbappe vs Messi
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Mbappe vs Messi - The Generational Duel

The 2022 World Cup will be remembered as the stage for a symbolic passing of the torch between two
generations, embodied by the Golden Boot duel between Lionel Messi and Kylian Mbappe. The two were
PSG club teammates, yet faced off in the final as the leaders of their nations - Messi at 35 chasing his

career-defining trophy, Mbappe at 23 already a world champion and the heir apparent to football's throne.

Their numbers told the story of the duel: Mbappe finished with 8 goals to Messi's 7, winning the Golden
Boot, but Messi won the trophy and the Golden Ball. Both scored in the final - Messi twice, Mbappe three
times - in a 3-3 thriller decided on penalties. It was the first time two players had scored so prolifically in a

single final, and Mbappe's hat-trick on the losing side was a historic individual feat.

World Cup 2022 Mbappe Messi duel goals assists Golden Boot Golden Ball final comparison generation
Mbappe vs Messi - The Full Comparison at World Cup 2022 Mbappe: 8 goals, 2 assists, Golden Boot, final
hat-trick (age 23). Messi: 7 goals, 3 assists, Golden Ball, the trophy (age 35). The duel symbolised

football's generational handover. Source: FIFA, Olympics.com 2022. 8 v 7goals 2 v 3assists

The duel captured the essence of the tournament: Messi's triumph was the emotional climax of a
generation, while Mbappe's goalscoring announced the next era. Both players left Qatar with their legacies
enhanced - Messi as a World Cup winner at last, Mbappe as the Golden Boot winner and the player most
likely to dominate the coming years. The squad values behind both teams are in our World Cup 2022 squad

market value analysis.

Memorable Goals

The Most Memorable Goals of World Cup 2022

Beyond the raw scoring totals, Qatar 2022 produced some of the most memorable goals in recent World
Cup history. Brazil's Richarlison scored a spectacular scissor-kick volley against Serbia that was widely
hailed as a goal of the tournament contender. Argentina's Enzo Fernandez curled a brilliant effort against

Mexico, and Mexico's Luis Chavez scored a stunning free-kick against Saudi Arabia.

The final itself produced unforgettable goals: Mbappe's volley to make it 2-2 in the closing minutes, struck
on the turn, was one of the great World Cup final goals, while Messi's calm finishes captured his big-game
composure. The drama of a 3-3 final, settled on penalties, ensured that the goals of Qatar 2022 will be
replayed for years - a fitting climax to a record-breaking tournament for scoring. It was, by common

consent, one of the greatest World Cup finals in the competition's long history, and the perfect showcase
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for the tournament's attacking talent.

World Cup 2022 goals by type open play penalty header free kick distribution scoring method How the Top
Scorers Found the Net - Goal Types (lllustrative) Most World Cup 2022 goals came from open play, with
penalties, headers, and set-pieces making up the rest. Mbappe and Messi scored a mix of open-play and

penalty goals. lllustrative split based on tournament data. Source: FIFA 2022. Open playmost goals

The variety of goals - from long-range strikes and headers to penalties and set-pieces - underlined the all-
round attacking quality on display at Qatar 2022. Penalties played a notable role too, both in open play and
in the shootouts that decided several knockout ties, including the final. The teams that converted their
chances most efficiently tended to progress furthest, as the goalscoring data and the win probabilities in

our World Cup winner probability analysis both show.

Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 Top Scorers - Key Statistics

World Cup 2022 goals per game average tournament scoring rate 64 matches 172 goals record World Cup
Goals per Game - 2010 to 2022 2010: 2.27. 2014: 2.67. 2018: 2.64. 2022: 2.69. Qatar 2022 had the highest

goals-per-game rate of recent 32-team tournaments. Source: FIFA 2022. 2.69goals/game 2022

8 goalsMbappe's Golden Boot - Most at a World Cup Since 2002Mbappe's 8 goals equalled Ronaldo's
2002 mark, the most in a single World Cup since then. He scored a hat-trick in the final, the first in a final
since 1966. Source: FIFA, NBC Sports 2022. 13 goals (career)Messi's World Cup Total - Across Five
TournamentsMessi's 7 goals in 2022 took his career World Cup total to 13 across five tournaments,
surpassing Batistuta as Argentina's all-time World Cup top scorer. He won the Golden Ball. Source: FIFA,
Olympics.com 2022. 172 goalsTournament Record - Most at a 32-Team World Cup172 goals across 64
matches (2.69 per game) beat Brazil 2014's 171 for the most at a 32-team World Cup. The 2026 expansion
to 48 teams should push the total higher. Source: FIFA 2022. Giroud, age 36France's All-Time Top Scorer -
4 Goals at Qatar 20220livier Giroud's 4 goals made him France's all-time top scorer, passing Thierry
Henry. At 36, he showed goalscoring is about finishing and positioning, not just youth. Source: FIFA 2022.

Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup 2022 Top Scorers

Kylian Mbappe of France, with 8 goals, winning the Golden Boot. He scored a hat-trick in the final against

Argentina - the first hat-trick in a World Cup final since Geoff Hurst in 1966. Lionel Messi was second with
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7. Both entered the final level on 5 goals, making it one of the closest Golden Boot races ever. Source:

FIFA, NBC Sports 2022.

7 goals, finishing second in the Golden Boot race behind Mbappe (8). Messi scored in every knockout
round, won the Golden Ball as best player, and lifted the trophy as Argentina won. Source: FIFA,

Olympics.com 2022.

172 goals across 64 matches, an average of 2.69 per game. This set a record for the most goals at a 32-
team World Cup, beating the 171 scored at Brazil 2014. The 2026 World Cup, with 48 teams and 104

matches, is expected to produce far more total goals. Source: FIFA 2022.

Yes - the first hat-trick in a World Cup final since Geoff Hurst in 1966. Despite Mbappe's three goals,

France lost the final to Argentina on penalties after a 3-3 draw. Source: FIFA, Al Jazeera 2022.

Julian Alvarez (Argentina) and Olivier Giroud (France), each with 4 goals. Giroud became France's all-
time top scorer, while the 22-year-old Alvarez became the youngest player since Pele to score in a World

Cup semi-final. Source: FIFA 2022.

It equalled Ronaldo's 2002 tally, the most since then, but fell short of records. The single-tournament
record is Just Fontaine's 13 (1958), followed by Sandor Kocsis (11, 1954) and Gerd Muller (10, 1970).

Source: FIFA historical records.

France, with 16 goals, followed by champions Argentina (15) and England (13). The two finalists were also

the two highest-scoring teams, reflecting their attacking quality. Source: FIFA 2022.

13 goals across five World Cups (2006-2022). His 7 goals in 2022 took him past Gabriel Batistuta as
Argentina's all-time World Cup top scorer. He also became the first to score in every knockout round of a

single tournament. Source: FIFA, Olympics.com 2022.

Yes, but only once - a penalty against Ghana, which made him the first male player to score in five
different World Cups. Despite this milestone, Ronaldo managed just 1 goal as Portugal exited in the quarter-

finals to Morocco, and was even dropped to the bench for the knockout games. Source: FIFA 2022.

At 2.69 goals per game, 2022 had the highest rate of recent 32-team World Cups. Attacking football
from the leading nations, plus several high-scoring matches, drove the record 172 total goals across 64

matches. Source: FIFA 2022.

Sources
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NBC Sports - 2022 World Cup Top Scorers and Golden Boot - Primary source for the top scorer list

(Mbappe 8, Messi 7, Alvarez/Giroud 4). Published December 2022. +-0%.

Olympics.com - FIFA World Cup 2022 Golden Boot and Top Scorers - Source for Golden Boot tiebreaker

(goals then assists), Messi's knockout-round scoring. Published December 2022.

Al Jazeera - 2022 World Cup Final in Numbers - Source for Mbappe's final hat-trick (first since 1966), final

scoreline and penalties. Published December 2022.

FIFA - Qatar 2022 Tournament Statistics - Source for total goals (172), matches (64), goals per game
(2.69), goals by nation. Published December 2022. +-0%.

Goal data is final after the December 18, 2022 final. The Golden Boot is decided on goals, then assists, then
minutes played. Mbappe (8 goals, 2 assists) beat Messi (7 goals, 3 assists). 172 total goals across 64
matches (2.69 per game) was a record for a 32-team World Cup. Historical single-tournament record: Just

Fontaine 13 (1958). Player values are CIES/Transfermarkt estimates. Not investment advice.
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STATISTICS REPORT

FIFA World Cup: goals per tournament 1930-
2022

Updated Sep 3, 2026 - businesstats.com/number-of-goals-scored-at-fifa-world-cups-since-1930

p) 5.38 2,720

QATAR 2022 - RECORD TOTAL GOALS, SWITZERLAND 1954 - ALL-TIME GOALS TOTAL GOALS ACROSS ALL 22 WORLD
2.69 PER GAME PER GAME RECORD CUPS 1930-2022

221 964 2.82

ITALY 1990 - LOWEST GOALS PER GAME TOTAL MATCHES PLAYED ACROSS ALL ALL-TIME AVERAGE GOALS PER MATCH
IN MODERN ERA 22 EDITIONS (2,720 / 964)

Overview

Total number of goals scored at each FIFA World Cup from 1930 to 2022

The FIFA World Cup has been played 22 times between 1930 and 2022, producing 2,720 goals in 964
matches at an all-time average of 2.82 per game. Total goals per tournament have grown dramatically as
the competition expanded from 18 matches in 1930 to 64 in 1998-2022. Qatar 2022 set the record with 172
goals. But when adjusted for matches played, the 1954 tournament in Switzerland remains the highest-

scoring edition ever at 5.38 goals per game.

The trajectory of goals per game tells a compelling story of football tactics, defensive organisation, and rule
changes. The early tournaments (1930-1958) averaged 3.9-5.4 goals per game in an era of limited
defensive structure. The 1966-1990 period saw a sustained decline toward defensive football. Since 1990,
a gradual recovery to 2.5-2.7 per game reflects both rule changes (backpass rule 1992, more red cards for
tackles) and a modern preference for pressing and high-tempo football. If you want to see who actually

scored these goals, our data on the all-time World Cup top scorers breaks it down player by player.

The record of 2,720 total goals also reflects the structural expansion of the tournament. When FIFA
expanded from 24 to 32 teams in 1998, the number of matches jumped from 52 to 64 - adding 12 more
potential goal-scoring opportunities per edition. The 2026 World Cup will expand to 48 teams and up to 104
matches, which is widely expected to set a new total goals record above 200. For context on how many

players it took to produce this history, see our figures on most World Cup appearances of all time.
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Overview: highest and lowest editions Goals Per Game - Highest and Lowest World Cup Editions (1930-
2022) Highest: 1954 (5.38), 1938 (4.67), 1958 (3.60). Lowest modern: 1990 (2.21), 2010 (2.27), 2006 (2.30).
Recent: 2022 (2.69), 2018 (2.64). All-time average: 2.82. Source: Statista/Transfermarkt December 2022.

2.82all-time avg

High-scoring (3.5+ GPG) Modern era (2.5-2.9 GPG) Low-scoring (below 2.4 GPG) 172 (2022)Qatar 2022
All-Time Record - 172 Goals, 64 Matches, 2.69 Per Game172 goals in 64 matches including a record 17
from penalty kicks. The 2022 final alone produced 6 goals (3-3 AET). This broke the shared record of 171
set by France 1998 and Brazil 2014. Source: |IOC/Statista December 2022. 5.38 (1954)Switzerland 1954
Goals Per Game Record - 140 Goals in Just 26 Matches140 goals in 26 matches = 5.38 per game. The
tournament featured Austria 7-5 Switzerland and Hungary 9-0 South Korea. Sandor Kocsis scored 11 goals
(still joint 3rd all-time with Gerd Muller). The final was a surprising 3-2. Source: |IOC/Statista. 2.21 (1990)ltaly
1990 Lowest Goals Per Game - 115 Goals in 52 Matchesltaly 1990 is the low point for goals per game: 2.21
from 115 goals in 52 matches. The defensive style prompted FIFA to introduce the backpass rule in 1992
and change points from 2 to 3 for a win in 1994 - both designed to encourage attacking football. Source:
Statista/Transfermarkt. 2,720Total Goals 1930-2022 - All 22 World Cups, 964 Matches, 2.82 Average2,720
goals across 964 matches in 22 editions. The highest-contributing single tournament is France 1998 / Brazil
2014 / Qatar 2022 (171-172 each). Average goals per match across all 22 tournaments: 2.82. Source: FIFA

official records, December 2022. Full Goals Table

All 22 World Cup Editions - Goals, Matches, Goals Per Game, Top Scorer

Total Goals Scored at Each FIFA World Cup 1930-2022 (I0C/Statista, TheSoccerWorldCups.com,

December 2022) Click any column to sort

YEAR HOST CHAMPION TEAMS MATCHES GOALS GPG TOP SCORER (GOALS)
1930 Uruguay Uruguay 13 18 70 3.89  Guillermo Stabile (ARG) 8
1934 ltaly Italy 16 17 70 412  Oldrich Nejedly (CZE) 5
1938 France Italy 15 18 84 4.67  Leonidas (BRA) 7

1950 Brazil Uruguay 13 22 88 4.0 Ademir (BRA) 8

1954 Switzerland W.Germany 16 26 140 5.38  Sandor Kocsis (HUN) 11
1958 Sweden Brazil 16 35 126 3.6 Just Fontaine (FRA) 13
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1962 Chile Brazil 16 32 89 2.78 6 players tied 4

1966 England England 16 32 89 2.78  Eusebio (POR) 9

1970 Mexico Brazil 16 32 95 2.97  Gerd Muller (GER) 10

1974 W.Germany W.Germany 16 38 97 2.55 Grzegorz Lato (POL) 7

1978 Argentina Argentina 16 38 102 2.68  Mario Kempes (ARG) 6

1982 Spain Italy 24 52 146 2.81 Paolo Rossi (ITA) 6

1986 Mexico Argentina 24 52 132 2.54 Gary Lineker (ENG) 6

1990 Italy W.Germany 24 52 115 2.21 Salvatore Schillaci (ITA) 6

1994 USA Brazil 24 52 141 2.71 Hristo Stoichkov / Oleg Salenko 6
1998 France France 32 64 171 2.67  Davor Suker (CRO) 6

2002 Korea/Japan Brazil 32 64 161 2.52 Ronaldo (BRA) 8

2006  Germany Italy 32 64 147 2.3 Miroslav Klose (GER) 5

2010 S.Africa Spain 32 64 145 2.27  Thomas Muller/Sneijder/Villa/Forlan 5
2014 Brazil Germany 32 64 171 2.67  James Rodriguez (COL) 6

2018 Russia France 32 64 169 2.64  Harry Kane (ENG) 6

2022 Qatar Argentina 32 64 172 2.69  Kylian Mbappe (FRA) 8

Sources: |OC/Statista (statistics/269029, 269031), Transfermarkt, TheSoccerWorldCups.com. December
2022. Goals include extra time; exclude penalty shootout goals. GPG=Goals/Matches. 1950 used final

group stage. 1942 and 1946 not held (WWII). Total: 2,720 goals in 964 matches, 2.82 all-time average.

The full table reveals the dramatic effect of format expansion on total goals. The first four editions (1930-
1950) played just 17-22 matches and produced 70-88 goals each. When Switzerland 1954 expanded to 26
matches with a different knockout format, goals exploded to 140. The consistent 32-match era (1966-1978)
produced 89-102 goals. The 52-match expansion in 1982 saw goals jump to 146 before falling back to 115

in Italy 1990. The jump to 64 matches in 1998 drove totals above 160 and hasn't looked back.

Total Goals Chart
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70 Goals in 1930 to 172 in 2022 - Total World Cup Goals by Edition

Total goals by edition Total Goals Scored at Each FIFA World Cup - All 22 Editions (1930-2022) 1930: 70.
1954:140. 1966-1978: 89-102. 1982: 146. 1990: 115 (lowest modern). 1998: 171. 2014: 171. 2022: 172

(record). Total all editions: 2,720. Source: IOC/Statista, Transfermarkt December 2022. 1722022 record
Record (170+) High total (130+) Standard era Low-scoring era

The most striking feature of the total goals chart is the 1990 valley: 115 goals - the lowest since the small-
format tournaments of the 1960s. Italy 1990 was sandwiched between Spain 1982 (146 goals) and USA
1994 (141 goals), both played in 52-match formats. This isolated collapse of scoring in 1990 directly
prompted FIFA's rule changes: the 1992 backpass ban and the 1994 points reform (3 for a win) were both

direct responses to the attritional football on display in Italy.

Goals Per Game

5.38 in 1954 t0 2.21in 1990 - Average Goals Per Game at Every World Cup

Average goals per game Average Goals Per Game - All 22 World Cup Editions (1930-2022) 1954: 5.38
(record). 1938: 4.67.1934: 4.12. 1930: 3.89. Modern low: 1990 at 2.21. Post-2000 range: 2.27-2.69. 2022:
2.69. All-time average: 2.82. Source: Statista/Transfermarkt, SportsHistori.com December 2022. 5.381954

GPG record 2.82All-time avg

The goals-per-game chart reveals two distinct eras. From 1930-1954, the average ranged from 3.89 to
5.38 per game - reflecting an era before tactical periodisation, organised defending, and physical
preparation made modern defensive football possible. From 1962 onwards, the average dropped and has
never returned above 3.0 per game. The modern floor appears to be around 2.27 (South Africa 2010) with

the ceiling around 2.69 (Qatar 2022).

1954 - Highest GPG Ever

Switzerland 1954 - 140 Goals, 5.38 Per Game, Highest Average in World Cup
History

The 1954 World Cup in Switzerland produced 140 goals in just 26 matches - a 5.38 per game average that
has never been remotely approached in any subsequent tournament. The format (a hybrid group-knockout

system where teams could choose whether to have a replay for drawn group games) created unpredictable

match structures. Several matches produced extraordinary scorelines: Hungary beat South Korea 9-0,
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West Germany beat Turkey 7-2, and Austria beat Switzerland 7-5 in what is still considered one of the

greatest matches in World Cup history.

1954: the highest-scoring edition 1954 World Cup - Why GPG Reached 5.38 (Select High-Scoring Matches)
Hungary 9-0 South Korea. Austria 7-5 Switzerland. Germany 7-2 Turkey. Hungary 8-3 W.Germany (group).
Uruguay 4-2 England. Hungary 4-2 Brazil (QF). W.Germany 3-2 Hungary (Final). Average across all 26

matches: 5.38 goals. Source: FIFA official, TheSoccerWorldCups.com. 5.38goals per game

The 1954 tournament's extraordinary scoring rates reflect the pre-periodisation era of football. Teams had
limited tactical coaching, minimal physical preparation by modern standards, and no video analysis of
opponents. The "Miracle of Bern" final (West Germany 3-2 Hungary) was itself a relatively low-scoring
affair compared to other 1954 matches - yet still ended in 5 goals. Sandor Kocsis of Hungary scored 11
goals in the tournament (2.2 per game) - a rate that stands as the joint 3rd highest all-time, only below

Fontaine (13 in 1958) and tied with Gerd Muller (1970).

2022 - Most Total Goals

Qatar 2022 - 172 Goals, 2.69 Per Game, All-Time Total Goals Record

Qatar 2022 produced a record 172 total goals across 64 matches at an average of 2.69 per game - the
highest in the modern 64-match era. The tournament featured a record 17 penalty kicks converted, a
dramatic final (Argentina 3-3 France after 90 minutes, 4-2 on penalties), and extraordinary individual
performances including Kylian Mbappe's 8 goals in 7 matches and Lionel Messi's 7 goals plus 3 assists.
Morocco's historic run to the semi-finals as the first African nation to reach the last four also contributed

important goals to the tally.

Qatar 2022: goals by stage Qatar 2022 - Goals by Stage (Total 172, Record) Group stage (48 matches): ~97
goals (2.02/game). Round of 16 (8 matches): ~29 goals (3.63/game). Quarter-finals (4 matches): ~17 goals
(4.25/game). Semi-finals (2 matches): ~8 goals (4.0/game). Final + 3rd place (2 matches): ~10 goals. Total:

172, 2.69 avg. Source: FIFA official, TheSoccerWorldCups.com. 172Total goals 17Penalties

Qatar 2022's knockout stage proved significantly more entertaining than the group stage: the Round of 16
averaged 3.63 goals per match vs the group stage's 2.02. This pattern - where knockout elimination
football produces higher scoring than group games - was consistent across multiple tournaments. Teams
needing a win in knockout rounds take more attacking risks, leading to more open play and more goals. To
see what those knockout runs were worth financially, our breakdown of the Qatar 2022 prize money by

stage maps payouts to how far each team advanced.
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Lowest Scoring Eras

Italy 1990 2.21, South Africa 2010 2.27 - The Most Defensive World Cups

Lowest-scoring tournaments Lowest Goals Per Game Tournaments - The Most Defensive World Cups lItaly
1990: 2.21 GPG (115 goals, 52 matches). South Africa 2010: 2.27 (145 goals, 64 matches). Germany 2006:
2.30 (147 goals, 64 matches). Mexico 1986: 2.54 (132 goals, 52 matches). Germany 1974: 2.55 (97 goals,

38 matches). Source: Statista/Transfermarkt December 2022. 2.211990 lowest

Italy 1990's 2.21 goals per game was so historically low that FIFA took direct action to reverse the trend.
The backpass rule (1992) - forcing goalkeepers to use their feet when receiving deliberate passes from
teammates - was specifically designed to prevent the time-wasting defensive football that characterised
1990. Combined with the 3-points-for-a-win reform (1994), these changes did push scoring back up, with

USA 1994 averaging 2.71 goals per game despite being played in the same 52-match format as 1990.

South Africa 2010 (2.27 GPG) was another defensive tournament despite the 64-match format. The
vuvuzela-distracted atmosphere, artificial ball (Jabulani, widely criticised by goalkeepers), and extremely
cautious early tactics all contributed. Germany's 4-1vs Australia and Argentina's 4-0 vs South Korea were
anomalous results in an otherwise tight tournament. England's 1-1 draw with the USA in the group stage and
Slovakia's 3-2 upset of Italy were emblematic of the unpredictability. For how the favourites and underdogs

were rated going in, see our FIFA world ranking of national teams.

Scoring Trends

Early Era 3.9-5.4 GPG, Modern Era 2.2-2.7 GPG - The Long-Term Scoring
Trend

Scoring by era World Cup Goals Per Game by Era - Average per Period 1930-1954 (5 editions): avg 4.59
GPG. 1958-1966 (3 editions): avg 3.39 GPG. 1970-1982 (4 editions): avg 2.72 GPG. 1986-1994 (3 editions):
avg 2.62 GPG. 1998-2010 (4 editions): avg 2.52 GPG. 2014-2022 (3 editions): avg 2.67 GPG. Source:
Statista/Transfermarkt December 2022. 4.591930-54 avg

The era-by-era trend reveals a clear structural decline in scoring rate from the pre-tactical era (1930-1954,
4.59 avg) to the modern tactical era (1998-2022, approximately 2.60 avg). This roughly 45% reduction in
goals per game over 70 years reflects the evolution of football from an open, attacking sport with limited
defensive coordination to a highly structured game where defensive organisation can reliably suppress

weaker attacks.
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The most significant period of decline was 1954-1966, when GPG fell from 5.38 to 2.79 - a drop driven by
the global spread of Italian catenaccio (defensive system) and Brazilian defensive improvements post-
1958. The 1970s saw a slight recovery with the attacking Brazilian team in 1970 and attacking Dutch team in
1974. The 1980s-1990s saw another decline as physical fitness and defensive pressing became central to

international football.

Format Expansion

13 Teams in 1930 to 32 in 1998 - How Format Changes Drove Total Goals

Format expansion impact Format Expansion Impact - Teams, Matches, and Total Goals (1930-2022) 1930-
1950 (13-16 teams): 17-22 matches, 70-88 goals. 1982-1994 (24 teams): 52 matches, 115-146 goals. 1998-
2022 (32 teams): 64 matches, 145-172 goals. 2026 (48 teams): 104 matches planned, 200+ goals
projected. Source: FIFA official, Statista December 2022. 13-32teams 1930-2022 48teams in 2026

The jump from 24 to 32 teams in 1998 was the single most impactful format change for total goals. Adding
12 matches (from 52 to 64) created 12 additional group stage games, most of which tend to be more open
and higher-scoring than knockout rounds. France 1998 immediately set a then-record of 171 goals - a 48%
increase over Italy 1990's 115. The 2026 expansion to 48 teams and 104 matches would add 40 more
games vs the 2022 format. To see where all those extra games will be staged, our guide to the 2026 World

Cup matches by host city lays out the full schedule.

However, more matches do not automatically mean more goals per game - the 1990 tournament showed
that despite 52 matches (vs 32 in 1966-1978), the goals per match was the lowest ever. Format expansion
raises the ceiling for total goals but the actual GPG depends on tactical approaches and rule frameworks.
The 2026 World Cup's new Round of 32 format (where teams play a 4th match before the quarter-final) is
expected to improve GPG slightly because lower-ranked teams qualifying for the knockout stage typically
play more openly than established powers. Our full preview of the 2026 FIFA World Cup covers the

confederation slots and qualified teams in detail.

The investment made to host these expanded tournaments has grown in proportion to the matches played.
Qatar 2022's $220 billion in infrastructure investment supported 64 matches and 172 goals. For how host
spending has escalated across editions, see our analysis of the FIFA World Cup hosting investment and

budget.

Penalty Goals and Rule Changes

businesstats.com/2026-fifa-world-cup-topic-overview Page 363 of 368



m BusinessStats World Cup Goals Per Tournament: 172-Goal 2022 Record

17 Penalties in Qatar 2022, 2.21 GPG in 1990 - How Rule Changes Shaped
Scoring

Rule changes and scoring Major Rule Changes and Their Impact on World Cup Scoring 1990: 2.21 GPG
(pre-backpass ban, pre-3pts). 1994: 2.71 GPG (3pts intro). 1998: 2.67 GPG. 2018: 2.64 GPG (VAR
introduced). 2022: 2.69 GPG (record 17 penalties). Source: Statista/Transfermarkt, FIFA official rules
timeline. +0.50GPG rise 1990-94

The 1992 backpass rule was one of football's most impactful regulatory changes. Before 1992, goalkeepers
could pick up deliberate passes from teammates - a tactic widely used to slow play and frustrate
opponents. Eliminating this forced teams to play through pressure rather than pass back to safety, creating
more live-ball situations and ultimately more goals. The direct effect: GPG rose from 2.21in 1990 to 2.71in

1994 - a 23% improvement in just two tournaments.

The 3-points-for-a-win system (introduced for the 1994 World Cup) fundamentally changed tactical
calculations. Under the old 2-points system, a draw was worth 1 point - half a win. Under the 3-point
system, a win is worth 3 points and a draw only 1 - making draws 67% less valuable relatively. Teams now
have a stronger mathematical incentive to push for victory rather than protect a draw, which has
encouraged more attacking play and contributed to higher scoring across the modern era. For how these

points have added up over 90 years, see our World Cup all-time standings.

VAR (Video Assistant Referee) was introduced at the 2018 World Cup in Russia and controversially
awarded 29 penalties during the tournament - more than double the typical rate. However, the GPG for
2018 (2.64) was not dramatically higher than pre-VAR editions, suggesting penalties from VAR largely
replaced other goals rather than adding net new ones. Qatar 2022 with 17 penalty goals in 64 matches

(0.27 per game) maintained the elevated penalty rate from the VAR era.

2026 Projection

48 Teams, 104 Matches - How Many Goals Will the 2026 World Cup
Produce?

2026 projection 2026 World Cup Goal Projection - 48 Teams, 104 Matches At 2022 GPG rate (2.69): 104 x
2.69 = 280 projected goals. At 2018 rate (2.64): 275 goals. Conservative (2.50 GPG): 260 goals. Optimistic

(2.80 GPG): 291 goals. All would set new records by a large margin. Source: FIFA official 2026 format,

analysis based on Statista/IOC data. 2802026 projection
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The 2026 World Cup's expanded 48-team format with a Round of 32 will play up to 104 matches (assuming
no draws requiring replays). At the 2022 goals-per-game rate of 2.69, this projects to approximately 280
total goals - 63% more than Qatar 2022's 172. The record set in 2022 would be shattered by a massive
margin. Even at a conservative 2.50 GPG, the 2026 total (260 goals) would be 51% higher than the current

record.

The Round of 32 format is particularly likely to boost goals. The new format sends 3rd-placed teams from
group stages into a Round of 32 against wild-card opponents - matches expected to feature weaker teams
playing more openly. Group-to-knockout mismatches historically produce higher-scoring games. Based on
current squad values and form, our model for the 2026 World Cup winner probabilities ranks the

contenders most likely to lift the trophy.

More goals and matches also mean more money in play. FIFA's prize pot grows in step with the
tournament's commercial success, and higher goal tallies drive higher viewership, advertising rates, and
broadcast values. For how the fund has climbed from edition to edition, see our history of the FIFA World

Cup prize pool.

Key Statistics

World Cup Goals Per Tournament - Key Statistics 1930-2022

Records comparison Goals Per Game Records - Highest and Lowest (Select Tournaments) Highest GPG:
1954 (5.38), 1938 (4.67), 1934 (4.12), 1930 (3.89). Lowest GPG: 1990 (2.21), 2010 (2.27), 2006 (2.30).
Modern records: 2022 (2.69, highest modern total). Source: Statista/Transfermarkt December 2022.
5.381954 all-time

172 goalsQatar 2022 - All-Time Record Total Goals in a Single Tournament172 goals, 64 matches, 2.69
GPG. Broke the shared record of 171 (France 1998, Brazil 2014). Record 17 penalty kicks. Final produced 6
goals in 120 minutes. Source: I0C/Statista December 2022. 5.38 GPGSwitzerland 1954 - Highest Goals Per
Game, Unreachable in Modern Era140 goals in 26 matches. Included Hungary 9-0 South Korea, Austria 7-5
Switzerland. The modern GPG ceiling appears to be around 2.7 - less than half the 1954 rate. Source:
Statista/Transfermarkt. 2.21 GPGltaly 1990 - Modern Era Low, Triggered FIFA Rule Changes115 goals, 52
matches. So low it directly caused the 1992 backpass ban and 1994 points reform. The defensive football
on display prompted FIFA to intervene structurally in how the game was played. Source:
Statista/Transfermarkt. 2,720Total Goals Across All 22 World Cups, 964 Matches, 2.82 AverageThe

cumulative total across all editions from Uruguay 1930 to Qatar 2022. The 2026 World Cup (104 matches)
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is projected to push the all-time total above 2,900+ in a single additional edition. Source: FIFA official

records, December 2022. FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions - World Cup Goals Per Tournament

Qatar 2022 with 172 goals across 64 matches (2.69 per game). This broke the previous record of 171
shared by France 1998 and Brazil 2014. Source: IOC/Statista December 2022.

Switzerland 1954 at 5.38 per game - 140 goals in just 26 matches. The tournament featured extreme
scorelines including Hungary 9-0 South Korea and Austria 7-5 Switzerland. Source: Statista/Transfermarkt,

TheSoccerWorldCups.com.

2,720 goals across 964 matches in 22 editions (1930-2022), averaging 2.82 goals per match overall.

Source: FIFA official records, December 2022.

Uruguay 1930 and Italy 1934 each with 70 total goals - but they played 18 and 17 matches respectively so
their per-game rates were higher than modern low-scoring tournaments. Italy 1990 had the lowest goals-

per-game: 2.21. Source: |OC/Statista December 2022.

172 goals in 64 matches at 2.69 per game - the highest total in World Cup history. The tournament
featured a record 17 penalty kicks and a 6-goal final (Argentina 3-3 France after extra time). Source:

|OC/Statista December 2022.

Italy 1990's 2.21 goals per game reflected widespread defensive tactics, the 2-points-for-a-win system
(which made draws valuable), and the lack of the backpass ban. Teams could legally pass back to their
goalkeeper freely, slowing play significantly. FIFA addressed this with the 1992 backpass ban and 1994

points reform. Source: Statista/Transfermarkt analysis.

171 goals in 64 matches at 2.67 per game. France 1998 was the first 32-team, 64-match World Cup and
immediately set a then-record total. It shared the record with Brazil 2014 until Qatar 2022 broke it with 172.

Source: I0C/Statista December 2022.

140 goals in 26 matches at 5.38 per game - the highest goals-per-game average in World Cup history.
Hungary 9-0 South Korea and Austria 7-5 Switzerland were among the extreme scorelines. Source:

|OC/Statista, TheSoccerWorldCups.com.

With 48 teams and up to 104 matches, the 2026 World Cup is widely projected to produce 200+ goals if
the goals-per-game rate stays around 2.69 (same as 2022). At 104 matches x 2.69 = approximately 279

projected goals. The expanded format adds 40 extra matches vs 2022. Source: industry projections based
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on FIFA official format. See our FIFA World Cup 2026 analysis.

The 1930-1954 era averaged 4.59 goals per game across 5 tournaments - nearly double the modern rate.
Pre-tactical periodisation football, limited defensive coaching, and smaller tournaments with fewer "cagey"
group stage matches contributed to this extraordinarily high rate. Source: calculated from

Statista/Transfermarkt data.
Sources

Statista / IOC - Total Number of Goals Scored at Each FIFA World Cup 1930-2022 - Primary source for all

total goals by tournament. I0C official data. Published December 18, 2022.

Statista / Transfermarkt - Average Goals Scored Per Match at the FIFA World Cup 1930-2022 - Primary

source for all GPG figures. Transfermarkt calculation. December 2022.

SportsHistori.com - Average Goals Per Game at Every FIFA World Cup Since 1930 - Source for complete

GPG table, 1990 analysis, backpass rule context. Published December 2022.

Soccergraph - Total Goals Scored in Each FIFA World Cup 1930-2022 - Cross-reference for total goals by

tournament including penalty breakdown. 2025.

Goals include extra time. Penalty shootout goals excluded. GPG = total goals / matches played. 1950 used
final group stage format. 1942 and 1946 not held (WWII). All 22 editions 1930-2022. Total: 2,720 goals, 964
matches, 2.82 all-time average. Source: |OC/Statista/Transfermarkt, TheSoccerWorldCups.com, FIFA

official records. Not investment advice.
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